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00056 dmymmgdamo bogommggmmbomsb LobmgMol 3Gmdmgds aobbsznom-
900 ©obinboob s ghmsdmmabo dgmeal bogsbo oo godbmsms @
393mdMm, 39m0m3gbMdNE YMHnngMmmdgddo goo0boMmms.
LodIMdmmb B0bsdg oo 3Ll dobgoszew, oo badsdey-
mm m3ab 3gMomedon, 1944 B. RgRbgm-0bgmdgmal sLLE gosddgl, Rghbgdo
©5 0bgmdgdo, Mmam@ 3 ,Lod3MdmmL ImmomsBggda, ©g3mEE0Mgdem
04696 dno 5Dosbo s gobobgmdn; Lndsds30bs S Mega9bbafzobsmgzgal Lod-
0036Mmdm Jgmgdoom sgom@mgdam 53 gHm3bgdol 35dMdmmgdl gmmb-
$0056 bLboEbgb s Bomgbomdabmab gMmow gowabsbemgdsdn ¢dz9dwbagb;
hghbgm-0bamdgomal sLLE-b GgMoGmEns gosnbobomgl LGsgHM3menals
3bomgl, @omgb@babes s AMoammm-mbgmob sbbE-b @s boemnggmmb LLE-b.
bogdoMmggmmb 3g8sa9bermmdsadn dg30s ymgoma Bghbgm-0bamdgomals ob-
LE-b dgdgan Goombgdo: 0c9Yd-yomglb Goombo — osMbgdnm LadrgMgdda,
domb Moombals sbagmgomo 6sBoema, gomabRgmob, gomadablzobs s 36on-
amEOHMELoL Moombgdal LodbGgma bobomo s RMomm-mbgmol sLLE-b bad-
bEgm-smdmbagmgmo baboa. 13 Bemals dg3wga, 1957 Bgemb, LLE 3 mdscmemgbo
Lodgmb 36gbowodalb d6dobgdnmgdom Rghbgm-0bgmdgmal govd3gdeyma
SbLE sEoEanbgl, LadsMmzgmmd, bEogMmdmemal dbsMgd s mgLEebds
3166 3MmMadma© asdMbglb Rghbgdobs s 0badgdol 3ymogborma 306g-
30%. 60856mMdmng0s, H™MB mo30L EAHMDBY JoMmyemo myxobgdo domws@eby-
doom Rosbobmalb @g3mMEBomgdamo 0badgdol ozemogmgdmem bobemgdda,

! Tycuxos M. JI. MaTymeTns: DkoHOMIYIeCKHil odepk. Brannkaskas, 1926, a3. 28.

2TAP® (6bgonb g3gogsgaab bobgmdbogm o6 dagn). P-3316. om. 19, 1. 589, . 31.

3 Anboraunesa M. C.-I". Jlemapkauust rpanun Marymietnn. [Opbl ¥ TpaHUIbL: STHOrpadus mocCT-
TpaauuMonHeix obmects, CIIb., 2015, a3. 231.
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353653 0bobo Lo Mo YRONBoMEIdm©bb bsdwgomn dgds@Mmmbggdals
JmBgdab; g3mmEB (3000056 0bam3gdol ©sdMMbgdobmabagyg, Jomggmgdds
Lobmgdolb 39358FMmMbggdlL dzgm, @o@mzgdam Jmbgdsbmab gMmaw aowsb-
9L ob @sds@gdomo oG gMosemmoa bodwnMyg, Moy dsc Labemgddo Bemg-
30l 3obdamby (3bm3Mgdobal osgmm3gqL. 938 BB s 3obsdnmmds 3Msgsoma
Bemol 356dnemdyg Jommggm o 0band bambgdl dm@als dgamdEmmo s 39-
@039 dMdmaFo ©sdmogdnmgds.

0bgdgdol ob@mMonlb 833mg3Mgdo mbndboggb 3gbmdgm bambgdmasb
domn 3Md35ma35M0 3NMENOMMO YOHN0gMHNMdgdal 6s335ma3b; 83 3ogdo-
930L ©adoabMgdgmoas oG gMasmuta 3nm@neol dgamado, J3930-
o 5 Bbg-Azgnmgdoms (sdsmgdal) gMomds ob dbgogbgds s, owbomaw
= mggdbognmo obome. 33 bysmms sb3ndwgzenmo aobbomazabsl, vbos
39005MMm, H™MI yzgemodyg bdoMow 363098 JoMmmm-0bamdama gHomngm-
om0l odosbENMgdgmo o qda’.

0bgmdo @o JoMmggmo bombgdol gmMdomgds gfmbsont dmbgdfng-ag-
mafogonm a56gdmdo s 3ogzoboal bbgs bambgdal Bomdmdsaqgbmgdmab
3M6@0gd@0b 30Mmdgddn brgdmes; smbabndbogns obo, ™3 gL ¢ 3obsb-
369mbo omngsb sMbgdoma oM aobbbgogwgdmmbgb s, 3nmE G nmoa G-
©0(30980L 035mbsbM0b0m, doo ImEnb oo dbasgbgdsz nym. Jomggma
bombob 3mmEm®ada 360d369mmzo660mam as63LodrmgMgmo nym IMsogaem-
3bM030, @Mmab mgambsbdMoboo 3g@ew bobgmdmagn 3o3daMgdo 3gdmdgmo
300560 mdqdob, Lagmodng 3oggoboyma gbgdal do@omgdgem dmbabmgm-
35bmsb. b a35bbmzEgL nboz, GM3 gamgm bmegdmmo babo baembgda (0b-
3999930b Rsmgmom) s Jodmggmgdo 30g3nmgbgd0sb 30335L0gm baembms
960 9bmdMog mxobl (0dgFamm-30335L0Ma gbmdMngn mxoba). dmG g
Bombnymdn oo gMmBobgmmsb gozomgdom bdomn 3mb@oddgdo s ddnc-
™ 3933060980 3gmboom, oMy dma3z05b9d00 Md3056m abogmgm 39Dma-
™g300b — 0Mobmmgbmzsb MLgdmsb® Moo Logmmobbdm god@ons 0ba«-
I mgdbogado Jomoygmo 9bal gmgdg6@gdol sMbgdmds; g. o. 3HY3bmgo
Joormosb bobgbbgd mgdLbogel me 398 gamMos 3ymab: 3oMzgm 3989-
am®osl B0ggmmgbgds Lo yszgda, GmMImgdas Mbos gznBsMomo nbandg-
dobos o JoMmggmMa @mdgdol Hmoghomdol sMgym babab, sbgomgdas
»3060%, , D900 Lofmomnmgda®, ,,3m33980%, ,dgMab ms@sban®, ,xmbo®, ,bgMba®,
»3085%, ,,(39m0*, ,65835m0", ,ombo®, 533060, ,ba3xgb0", ,dmE 3omo®, ,bob-
30, ,39bs", ,oma®, ,393Ebma", ,Gdab ®sd0%, ,EmIsMms®, Lobgbgmo nofomyg-
30l donosbo dgdoagbmmds s 8. 3. (3bmggmms babgmBmwgdgddos sbggzy

! Kpymnos E. M. Cpennesexosas Uarymerns. g3. 54.
2 XepcaxoB B. B. T'eHe3uc peMrno3Heix Bo33peHuil mHrymeil. obg®@oszns ob@m@onl 8g(360-
96905, 3960s@ 0l bamabbolb dmbadmggdmoaw, PI'b, M., 2003, a3. 71.
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33630935 JoMormmomsb babgbgbgdo dgbsgyszobo Ggednbgda; sbg dogsoa-
»5, 300b, G®™Igmo mEgbes 8meget Lo@MmobLEMMOEG™ badnsmadaw no-
3mg0mEs 8 3bmmme abgdol 3gmomdmbymdal dgdwmga ngbs 3odmmgsgbamo
Lobodombyg s badabogmm (36960L dogM, 0baydgda JoMormmogg Mbmogdgb
»306“-b. Lo@yzgdo ,Jomsdn” (koTam), , 35", ,3o@oMs (36960 s Lbg. sbgzg
05353306 38mm0s 33 (36m39mgd0b JoGorme LobgmbBmogdgdmsb'.

53 3ol gdmabgds 3. 3. bymEBoamgal BgGoma ,JoGormmo gbolb Hmeno
0bgmdnmo gbob aMamdmogo mgdbozob asbzomamgdsdn, Mmdgmadng o3-
GmEL Im3ygogl JoMormma 960sb bo@yzoms babgbbmdol dogsmomgdo: gm@o
- (ymaxoTa“ bgbs) Jofo. gmmabon; (39 (,TANKA® ¥mbo) — Joon. (39em0; obg s
(»koca®) — Jotron. 633gamo: Jomorym gbs3dn sbggg dgdmbabmmos gm™3ds ,MaHra-
B1“; dmas (,o0bob xs80  mmHSIHA MHCKa ) — Jofo. 853060 ,bob mabo® s bbg.?
53539 0935b gbgds magal 6536m3do 3og3 g 0bado 333emgzeco 3. 3o-
Mogmmaman, Mm3gedsy 3gog0bs dabsma s goMgnmo (3bmzgmgdabs ©s
3(396969980L 5086033690 DmangFon Lodygzolb bobgbbmdal (sbGHomo®.

3bo0005, 063 3Ho ©s JoMormoa mgdbozob NBE™ gnmesbdom dgbbsg-
mobs o sbamabol dgdmbggzedn, bogbgdom dgbadmgdgmoas godmgmabogl
domDg 00 MHomgbmdoom 6obgbbmdals dogsmomgdo, 3g6d 53 mgdobawda
dndmgbomao L3gzosmyoa, boeMdabgymo gsdm33mg3960 KIMKIOMIom >M
a5a35R600.

39mMg 398 gamcnsl 3093990136985 LoByszgda, HMIgmms dgdmmagds(y nb-
a13dgm3do §Mob@oobmdal Jooggdol m30330Mmads, absi smsbdymcgdl
0bg1dgomnl EgMo@mmnsdy sMbgdymoa ,GYsds-gmmabe® s ,omdo-gHoab”
Joogma GodMgdo. domommo BomImdsgmmdobos 0bandndo Lodysgdo,
AmIgmms JommgmoEsb babgbbmdsy dMab@osbymo asgmagbol goz(sg-
mgdal 3gFomeb 9 30330Mwads: ,xlap”/,mxBapu® — g 3060, ,Mapxa“ — dombgo,
»Mosrlap® — dmdmgamo, ,klupa“, ,kIBupu® — 3306, ,opmor®, ,opurydanu — m-
dsdomo, ,mlabpeka®, ,mlapackBn — 356503930 (63. 3ol gmgasl my), ,moarTa,
,»alyTn" — dsdsmo, ,abaran®, ,armen” — g3mgbos (396db.) s Lbg. 9b bo@yzg-
30 pmgbag od@onmom 3o8moaygbgds nbamdn® gbsdn’.

Jomogmo 3mEnmob gm@mdamgdsdn oo Gmema doydmgol 3gbmdgm
936M399 ©8 5IMbIZ3EN® (3030m0D5(3098L; 30M39mb — dgEdbmm-30bsb-

' Kpynuos E. U. Cpennepexoas Uarymerns. 3. 55.

2 CyarbiroBa M. M. Postb rpy3HHCKOTO sI3bIKa B PA3BUTHU OTPACIICBOM JIGKCHKN HHIYILICKOTO SI3bIKA.
HNGepuiicko-KaBKa3CKHUe A3bIKU: CTPYKTYpa, UCTOpuUs, QyHKIMOHUpOBaHUe, Marepuaibl 111 mex-
JyHapoaHoro cumnosuyma, T6., 2011, a3. 350-352.

3 TTaparyneroB M. B. IHTYIICKHiA S13bIK KaK 3€PKAJIO KyJIBTYPhI M HCTOPUU Hapoja. IHTEeHCHBHOE
o0yueHHEe WHOCTPAHHBIM SI3bIKAaM. MeETOZ aKTMBH3AIMU: aKTyallbHBIC MPOOIEMBI pa3BUTHS, CO.
crar., M., 2004, a3. 280-283.

* 3s3uKoB M. M. Ha py6esxe croneruii. 33. 500.

13



&oM0 3B cab boboo, Hm3mabgsebss dg36o Med 0dbs sogobgdamn ggo-
mmbmgoob bgggmmdo; vdqosbzg dgdm3z0s JHob@nsbmdalb 3Mbsdbacy, Mm-
dgmo(z IV b-da 439ybabl dobd@edom go36(39emgdal d930amd Jotoryyeman dom-
0m3ongdmmdol gm@mdnm Rsdmysmodws. bogstmggmmb dabombgGmmo
dmmgs6gmds dndsmaygma agm 3og30b0oal bambgdals JHobEnsbadsznabs 396,
Mm3gmms dmMob 0bgydgdacs ny33646.

@gobamzgal o6 gogzohbns bybEn (36mdgdo msbsdgommagg nbamdms bo-
6o361930b 30 JMabG0sbmdal dg(36mdal doMzgma g8 s30b dgbobgd. dgad-
m9ds IbmemmE 3035M3n0mm, Gm3 gb bos dmdbrsmnym XI-XII bLL-do ©s
1393300096mMm©s 50d6@G 00l 3mma@o39® 54 0gmdol 3og35Lnal Ggaombao.
XHI=XIV bb-do 80Dob@ogmgdlb Rsgbs(3gmbgb aqbmgmgda, Gm3mgdacs bo-
3046m bagd3056mdab 9bgmEbyb yomadbs s RMmammgo 3o335b0sdn.

XII bay3mbal dmmm@sb 0bgdgdlb Immal 8480 Jobombg@mm dmmgs-
Bgmdab gbgmes LogoGmggmm, HmBgmass maz0b domomamgdol Eondme-
Boemo dogmo Mogo 8mogmo &m3gdabe? smbodbym 3gGommdn JMHob@nsbm-
b0l LoyMogbom 3393mnbg6056 @ognm IV 50035d9690gmo (1089-1125 66.) wo
0356 g9 (1184-1213 B6.). 53 ¢93565L369mal Labgemb 393306 gds 53 dbs-
930 3Mdz5m0 LagnmEm 6og93mdalb 3dgbgdmmds; sbg dogsmoma, gow-
3m(3980L m8bsb3s, mmom33dn ymayzbobalb (donsbo 0bamdgmn) msdsd dggq3
503™M FoMnBo0gdmMo Godomn, JogmMad Mmedwgbndy bbob dgdwga ngo

303 0mmMdM039335 snbs 3mmmgl, 1339 g9dM0b@0s6gdmma mebsdgdsedmmyg-
930 3o s0dnmagb, Lodsmggmmadn godmbobmadmmoy3bgb®. gs8m(3q980L
dobggom, bbmMgo msdsmal dggmdol bobsl (XII b.)3ngbgMgds sbob bgmdal
Lomaggdo aobmaggdmma 8dgzsfn dggmo ,0bgmdnGo symagdob® semdm(3g-
6gds, BM3madbas 0bgmdnGo 3nmE Mol 53356L 1bmogdwbgb, 3o dmmals
0ym: moMandn, gmozsmo, badba, 3gzbomo, gomboba s bbg.* 08 3gMommdn
39335b00b Lbgswabbgzs GgMoGmmMasbyg d3bmzmgd dmngmgdmeb sgbs3bnco-
696 3m3mgdL, 5395wbg6 &odMgdl. 53 Logdnsbmdabmab oGl ws3ogd0Mg-
demo do0sb 0bgydgmdn, Lol J3odmmdn, mbods-gfmal (Gymdso-gMwoal),
omd0-gMobs s MaMgndol BodMgdal v398s°% bLogdsMmggmman Godmgdals
50339690 gdo 0943696 395990, 8bbgama Logmm s LabymogHm ggmes-
930 3 (393990 0gdgdo. Igbedsdaba, 0bamdgmdn JMabG0sbymo §od-
0l 53985 bs dgzox30bmm, Mmam 3 bojommggmmb babgmdboggm 3memo-
&030b go3mbs@mmgds, bonmmm ;mbsds-gmoal 53930b nbaz058038 M3Msmme

! Manrar b. K. TleppoGbiTHas penurus yedeHnes u uHrymeid. M., 2004, g3. 44.

? TycuxoB M. JI. Marymerns. g3. 18—19.

? XescakxoB B. B. I'eHe3nc peMrHo3HBIX BO33PEHNH HHTYIIEH. g3. 70.

* Kpymuos E. U. Cpennesexoas Uarymerns. g3. 62.

> MyxyxoeB M. B. CpenHeBekoBasi MaTepuaibHas KynbTypa ropHoi Murymretuu. [po3usiii, 1977,
ag- 113-121.
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1bws Jogobgmma LogoMmggmmb babgm3bogm ©s bagzmgbom gomsnmgdl'.
5mb0db o §odMgdob @g3m®mdn d39x80m@ oMal godm3zgmamn Jommggem
mb@oG s bgmbgMs s dobo 39dzgmdoom — Jooryyma bgmmgbgdobes s 3mm-
GEOmmo GMown30960Lb bggegmgbs nbgmdgmal bgmm3bqdsdy. mbods-g&-
©0 §Mob@nsbymo Godsfn ogm s @. B. dogMadals sBM0m, ,og90mas Mm-
3gmoms(3o ©330m0b- 35@EMMbal, 3gmmdgmal 56 Yumm LEmMsw — dgaab
3096...00mmmb, medb, Lasi gb ggmabos 83dgbws, aobsggdos g3abgm-
3mbo gom®go“? s.dog3bgmadgomo bg@ws: ,RgRbgom-06a93dgonls dmnsbgmdn
bogoGmggmmb 0geM JMob@nsbmdal dbsMmaggms XVI by 30bgdg afdgm-
©93mEs", beoemm 3ol (396@M9ds0 30 093696 sbob o sB@MBal bgmdgde. 3.
3. gobmamamagn 300fbygl, Gm3 nbgdymo Lamm(zsg0 gm0y (3. SLab
Lomsggdn) gobgmalb 390l mgedn@ad I-0b (1606-1648 66.) @Hm0bogmoas.
3m3g36m Lazmbggdda Logomggmmb gogmgbs Imbs3gmmgmdaoma babos-
@abs 0ym EMHmEsm LLbEgdMEs 56 dmogfogdmes, JogMsd sMbmwgl
dgbyzg@onmes. Jomggmads dobombgmgdds 360d36gmmmzgeb dgogaqgdl dosc-
Bogb 1751 6., ®mEgbsg mGo smsbedwyg ,Jobn“ (0bandn) @onymmagl boo-
m3Dg°. 03 3mbBgJLE 30 b0dsbmdmngns 1. monwsg3z0L (36mds dob 8ng®
503mAgbogmn s@adgma bgmbabgfmal dgbobgd, HmIgmdas smbgMamns 3o3-
3ob0odo 808nbatyg Bmzmabgdo s Lo gmomog abamdgdal dgbobgd ombad-
bmmos, ®m3 abobo ,104 Bemol 356doemdg 0y3696 K360l moyz060L3(393mgda,
L6538 080l LomB3MBMgdal 9B dmM©EH6C.

LosGgngm gmbogddo ©ommo dMmsgomo m3dgb@o s sbggg — go-
dmgd394b90gmo dobomgdo mgombommong dg@yzgmgol Mybgmol 0d3gMaols
Lobgmdbogm mEMasbmgdda XVIII bovyznbolb 40-50-0560 Brmgdowsb ©obyg-
dem o d@on® 3Mm(39Lgddyg. MmamE (3 (36mdoeos, 1801 6. 8 nobgamb 3ogmy
I-35 bgemo 3mobgms d6dobgdmmgdsl Bmbgmal 083gMH0sbmsb Jofmomm-3obg-
o0l bedgxmb dgaMogdals dgbobgd; Mnbgomo sgsfmmmyzgds bsgnmam Lab-
0369380, 05300 9935008 96m™d5d0 0 gds 3bm GMBnbs s M bm Gxmab
bombgdoo ababmagdam §go@mmMagdl. megmsedomggm 9@o3dg Mgaombdo,

39Mdme, amasmol 303@gdaty, (396@Momymoa 39335L00b bGMoGga0ma©
3603369mm396 Mo0mbgddn, 3mmo@ognmo bogdnsbmds bm@(30gmmgdmeos
1B30bgbo LobmEolb 89339mdoc: sEanmgddy Gbamo 3mmadozob gsd-

' Tambammaze I I. Y3 ucropuu cesizeit ['py3un u UHrymerin B cpeainue Beka. Te3nChl JOKIAI0B
IV ,Kpynnosckux utenuit” mo apxeonorun Kaskasa, Opmxonukunase, 1974, 3. 54.

2 MapkosuH B. U. B crpane Baiinaxos. M., 1969, ag- 48.

3 MaxenumBuin A. V. VI3 HCTOpHH B3aMMOOTHOIICHHI MEXKIy IPYy3UHCKHM U YCUYCHO-MHIYII-
CKMM Haponamu. I posnbiid, 1963, a3. 81.

* Bunorpasnos B. b. ITamatauk rpy3uHo-uHTymcKkux csaseit X VII Bexa. T6., 1982, g3. 54.

> Apxus Unctutyra Ucropun PAH. @. 36, om. 1, x. 442, 1. 8 00.

¢ Jlaynaes V. Yeuenckoe miemst. COOpPHUK CBEJICHHIT O KABKa3CKHUX Topuax, 1872, Brim. 6, a3. 27.
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BdMgdmgda g553bgLgb JommnmBangdgmo dmgomgda, dg&bomow Jom-
oo BoMmBmBagemmdabs, MmImgdbss doMomon sdm 3060l — babyymagmm
LBsgmagdabs s ,Eo(393mma JMOLENbMOL® sm@agbal aofos ggomgdm-
50 3g@o© bodobybalbdagdemmm dabos — doagma bambadols Gubmmo mMa-
96893005396 godd0Mgds. 535bmsbsgy, dmgmgmababymgda BoMdmawaqb-
0696 Mga30mbdn gobm3mmo@ oo bodnsoobs s, dgbadsdabsw, dmagem-
»o gobbymdgdabs o) Gnbgmal dadsmo domn ©s3m3nEgdmgdol dgbobgd
0bgm®mBs(300L gHo-gMHmo doGomsw Bysmmb'.

bogoGmggmmbs @s Mbgml dmEab 39ML3 g4 03090 Ly 3oz 3memado-
3060 ©s BIMOMm FNmENONMmo 3o33060980b obadysmgdmo sdmbsgsamo
bgMBomo ngm mMogg 93 J39y60b ymazbs gMomnsbo doGommdsngdmya g3-
mgboal Bosda. 1811 byl Jodorgmo g3mgbos Hbgomalb desGmmdsmnog-
dgmo g3mgboab dgdsmaqgbmmdada dgz0ms, 380gMnEsb dobo 3bygbdmaegata
3bgmabs s Jommmob Jo@Mmm3mman@ oo 0bmwgdmes, Jogbags bojstomgg-
mmb gadomgdmbol baMobbo @s 3omgdnm ogbs bLabmeol byzMew.bojsmngg-
mmb g3magbogdda 30 @3m0b3baby@gds MHnbym 9bsdg smgzmnbgdmms.

Bomndo@gdmmdob dobgosgem, JMabG0sbym Lambdnbmgdsdg nbyndg-
b0l 3mg(3930L 00golb 3o335L00L ymggmo sbamo dgxabbszzomn dMbog-
dms. 3933900l s Jgmamagammo 3mdobool 8@ gdalb dobamgddo ©o(3¢-
0 30dmbgMs 0bamdms JMmabBnsbadszonlb dgbobgd 1812-1827 Bmagddo. of
360b (36mds, Hm3 1839 6. 0ba)d9d056 gongbogbs mmba Jomggmo dmgzwg-
0, Sbma dmbsmmymgdo aos56560mal mab IMgzmdo, Loy badmdsg-
mmE 0393390m© 93mgbogdals 5396900.

LabyymogMm 3oMms ©dg(3Mgds, dmmmEImMddgrgdobszgb doMgzamgds
5 0bgmdmomgzgolb Mzbm Gbym s JeMomm 9695y JM0bE0sbMdal Jos-
3909, 39MoxMom 396 NOHNb3gmymzms 58 bLogdolb Bomds@qdob?.

53 3mb6@&94LE&3d0 60dsbEMbMNZ0s 3o 3d335D0b 3MIgbsbEG Nl — 3men-
3M3603 domm 3ol 1838 Brmol 308530, bows(s 90bndbyymos, Hm3 JMabGnsbey-
o Mgmognal 3030 (39mmgds 0bandgmal, Gmam (3 3m0sb, obg odemmmd ba-
Bomdo ,03yma3gds sdmagl boggbn@mdg s Mmomgdal Rebababolb mbybg®,
Jomngge dabombgMmes s@sbomsbom dm3bswgds ©s nbamdgdol dbMowsb
Gnbamo 9bol sM(3m@bs, 08 PMML, AmEaLss Jowsggds LEmMmgo 88 9bsdy
LENMEIdMES, 3565306MB9dos bLEBMmsw 1db0d369mm JgogagdLe. omd(ze
9L 86 gmgznems 3obombgFMms sMogx8gdE G0 3gdamdal ghmemgman dobdgdo;
Bmame(z bobgmadbogm dmngsebo 3.3. 3mDgbo 50bndbogws, aodMal@osbgdals

! Ucropus Marymernu. Marac, 2011. g3. 160.

2 0d39, a3- 180.
* PTBUA (Poccuiickuii rocyaapcTBeHHbIIT BOeHHO-UCTOpHYecKkuit apxuB). D. 13454, om. 6, 1. 218,

1. 19-20.
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3OmM(390¢Ms doMomaEs© Jomasmodyg bONmEydmes s 0 smababbydbmws,
50356 ,mM03g Ibomg — Imbsbosmma(zs s IMIbsmmagas magol 43gwgdgd-
do bgmddm3zs69mmdL oMo biymoagfn MBIgbom s N3350 3gonmEmgmdals
dmmmEobom, 5M33gm bmMogmo DMsbzgdoms ©s 33439ybonEn 3gmaem-
mgmdob 3yobog@o Jomgdal biy@gomom™'.

Lok g0, Mo s 3nMacm dgdbgmds, HmIgmbes sbemsw Imd39mmgd-
by a30b(39800696, dg360bmngol 303bowzggmo nym ©s bomnmmdabg cmobbdwg-
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GEORGIA AND INGUSH:
EXPERIENCE OF CULTURAL INTERACTION

Makka Albogachieva
Russia

The Ingush are aborigines of the Caucasus, as evidenced by numerous written
sources, archaeological and toponymic data. At the same time, the entire available
base of sources does not allow the more detailed treatment of the history of the In-
gush people. Many researchers studying the ancient history of the peoples of the Cau-
casus associate with the ethnonym Ingush (rlanrla) — Gargareys, Kists, Dzurdzuk,
Tushs, etc. Researchers of a later period use the term Vainakhs meaning the Ingush,
Chechens, Batsbi, which greatly complicates the task.

The well-known Caucasiologist E.I. Krupnov made a review of various sources
and, with reference to the authors, reported that in the 11" century Khevsureti (Pkho-
vi), together with Kisteti and Chechnya, was administratively part of Kakheti and was
subordinate to the Eristav (Duke) of Kvetera. Vakhushti Batonishvili wrote that ,the
Kakhetians consider Dzurdzuks, Gligvs and Kists theirs, and they do not know about
it since the time they fell away“'. Some groups of Khevsurs, Tushins and Pshavs still
have a culture close to the Ingush. According to Vakhushti, the Tush of the Parsma
(Pirikita) Gorge ,are mixed with Kysts by faith and language®. According to other
sources, ,Tsova and Pirikit Tushs are of Kist origin“. A. N. Genko was even inclined
to believe that ,Present day Tushetia was the ancient center of the Chechen-Ingush
national life, which later was Georgianized. Whether the aforementioned reports of
Georgian written sources about Dzudzuks are based on literary or oral tradition, they
deserve full confidence, because it was during the reign of Parnavaz, who, incidental-
ly, was married to a Dzurzuk woman, that Georgian-Nakh relations were characterized
by extremely close contacts®. This alliance was supposed to strengthen political ties
between the two peoples and expand trade and cultural relations between them.

One of the Ingush legends says, that once there lived three brothers Galga, Gurzhe
and Gyabarte; from them, respectively, descended Galgai (Ingush), Georgians and
Kabardians. The emergence of such a legend can be explained, firstly, by the fact
that the neighbors of the Ingush in the late Middle Ages were Georgians from the
south, and Kabardians from the north and west, and, secondly, the fact that the initial
sounds (g, gl) of the names of these three mythical brothers are somewhat similar in
sound. The fact that the Ingush once designated these two peoples as their brothers

! [ut. mo Kpymnuos E. U. Cpennesexosast Murymerust. Marac, 2008. p. 56.
2 Xapansze P. JI., PobGakuaze. K Borpocy o Haxckoii sTHOHUMHUKE. KaBKkasckuii aTHOrpaduyecKuii
cbopuuk, T6., 1969, p. 23.
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in this legend, albeit contrived, speaks of the historically close and friendly contacts
between these peoples'.

In the literature, there is even information about the reverse movement of the
Ingush in the South Caucasus, allegedly taking place in the era of the 14th -16th cen-
turies and later. But these examples cannot change the main picture, for they usually
indicate the resettlement of representatives of one or two families. It is extremely cu-
rious that data on the late ties of the Ingush with their southern neighbors, especially
with the Batsbi, exist only in the regions of Ingushetia bordering on Khevsureti, in
the Dzherakho-Metskhal and partly in the Khamkhi regions. These facts only con-
firm the ancient ties of individual Ingush clans and families with the batsbi clans and
families and other Georgianized peoples from more southern regions. Apparently, the
basis of these ties was also the awareness of ancient ethnocultural closeness and even
kinship, which allowed the Ingush, in case of need, to rely on the hospitality of the
South Caucasian tribes in subsequent times?. There are other legends about the origin
of the Ingush and other societies. ,Several Ingush families from the Dzherakh gorge
once moved to Georgia and live there somewhere near Tiflis. They moved because
of some quarrel with other families who lived in the Dzherakh Gorge. According to
the stories, the descendants of the Ingush who had moved to Georgia came from time
to time to the Jerakh Gorge to fraternize with the local residents, to maintain their
previous family ties”.

In tales and legends of the Ingush, there is a lot of information about the reset-
tlement of the Ingush from Georgia in the distant past, their migration to Georgia
and their return to their homeland. The famous researcher N. Jalabadze notes that
the ethnogenesis of the Georgian people is always considered in connection with the
ethnogenesis of other Caucasian peoples, where the Vainakh substratum is especial-
ly prominent. According to the Georgian chronicler Leonty Mroveli (11" century),
Georgians and Vainakhs had a common ancestor. The kinship of these peoples is
proved by significant archaeological, anthropological, linguistic, folklore and ethno-
graphic data®.

V.P. Khristianovich believed that the Ingush came to the territory now occupied,
from the south from behind the mountains. In this regard, the conclusions drawn
by Academician I.A. Javakhishvili based on the analysis of the toponymic names
of Georgia. He established that the eastern provinces of Eastern Georgia were once

! 3s3uxoB M. M. Ha py6exe croneruii. Murymerus B konme XIX - nagane XX Bekos. Poctos u//l,
2011, p. 113.

2 Kpynuos E. 1. CpenuesekoBast Murymierust. p. 73.

* Ibid, p. 62.

4 ixanabanze H. TpaaunuoHHBIE HOPMBI B3aHMOOTHOILICHHH MEKIY TPY3MHCKHMHU U YCUCHCKHU-
MU TOpLaMH (KOH(IHKTHl — IIyTH MX yperymupoBanus). Anar. KaBkasckuil KyabTypHBIH KpyT:
Tpanuuuu u coBpeMeHHocts, M.-T6., 2003, p. 69.
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inhabited by Vainakh and Dagestan tribes and that the main route of the advancement
of these tribes was from south to north'.

Moving on to more visible periods of the history of the Ingush people and their
contacts with neighbors, it should be noted that at the end of the 19" century, 7 versts
from Lars to Kazbek in the Darial Gorge near the village of Kazbeg, the birthplace
of the Georgian writer Alexander Kazbegi (1848-1893), there was an Ingush village
Gvileti. The newspaper Terskie Vedomosti wrote about this settlement: ,, This village,
or aul, as it was sometimes called, consisted of one and a half to two dozen house-
holds and was inhabited by Ingush, old immigrants from the Dzheyrakh Gorge. It is
not known exactly when they came here, but there is a legend that their settlement
was recommended by one of the ancestors of the current Kazbek family, who from
time immemorial was subordinate to the Georgian kings and was obliged to defend
the Georgian possessions from external enemies 2.

At the end of the last century, in May 1888, at the request of the Georgian feu-
dal lords, the inhabitants of the village of Gvileti (Gelate), located on the Georgian
Military Road and part of the Tiflis province, were evicted. There were 51 Ingush
households in the village. Gvitletians in the number of 329 people were evicted to
different villages of the Akhaltsikhe and Akhalkalaki districts of Georgia, with 2-3
families in each village. At the time of their eviction, Gvileti was the only village on
the Georgian Military Road in which the Ingush still lived. In 1896, the Gviletians
received permission to move to Ingushetia (the Terek oblast), provided that in each
village there will be no more than 2-3 families®.

Representatives of dozens of Ingush families (Buzurtanovs, Gazikovs, Doskho-
evs, Khuchievs, Kurkievs, Poshevs, etc.), united by one common name Gelatkhoy,
consider themselves to be from Gvileti. It is noteworthy that according to Georgian
legends, the son of Kartlos and the grandson of Targamos ,,... Kakhos built Geleti,
and Kukhos (the fourth son of Kartlos) helped him in this construction“*.

At the end of the 19™ century, the Ingush inhabited the center and the southern part
of the Sunzha region. To the east, they were in the neighborhood with the Chechens,
to the west with the Ossetians, to the northwest and north with the Kabardians, and
in the south with the Georgians,Khevsurs. The southern end of this entire territory
is filled with the Northern spurs of the Greater Caucasus, namely, 3 parallel ridges:
Front, Rocky or Motley or Black Mountain®.

' ur. no Kpynuos E.U. Cpeanesexosas Uurymerus. p. 65.

2 Kosemun B. MasionssectHbie okpecTHOCTH Boenno-I'py3unckoit qoporu. IyseTckoe menesmuiie.
06 Unryniernn u uHrymax, coct. Anooraunesa M.C.-I"., Marac-CIIb., Bem. 3, 2005. pp. 74-75.

* BosnkoBa H. I. DtHnueckuii cocraB Hacenenust Ceeproro Kaskaza B XVIII - Hayane XX Beka.
M., 1974, pp. 52.

* Slumme M. A. UHrymm B KOHTEKCTE HCTOPHH U si3bIKa. M., 2005, pp. 100-101.

ST. B. Oriozsl 06 uHrymax. Tepckue Beaomocty, 1891, Ne 20.
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Living in these territories between neighboring peoples, there were no serious
disputes over the right to own this area after the 1917 revolution. But with the consol-
idation of Soviet power, various kinds of friction arose, which could only be resolved
by administrative means.

Economist L. M. Tusikov in 1926, while preparing an economic essay about In-
gushetia, made a trip throughout the region and described the territory of the Ingush
Autonomous Okrug in great detail. He wrote: ,,According to its geographical location,
Ingushetia currently occupies lands bordering in the south with the Greater Caucasus
in the vicinity of Georgia, in the north with Kabarda and part of the Sunzha region, in
the East with the Mountainous strip of Chechnya and Sunzha region and in the west
with Ossetia... The border with Georgia is not final, since Ingushetia claims to those
lands that are now in the region of the Kistinka River on the territory of Georgia, to
the southern slope of the Kistinka River, as having been in the use of Ingushetia“!.
The question was about a land plot called Daryal-khde, measuring 7,600 dessiatins
located at the Kistinka River and officially part of the territory of the Georgian SSR,
but in fact, shared by the population of the village of Kazbek in the Georgian SSR and
the rural community of the autonomous region of Ingushetia. Moreover, the Georgian
SSR believes that this section should be fully part of the territory of the Georgian
SSR, the autonomous region of Ingushetia insists on dividing the section with the
transfer of the right side of the section along the Kistinka River to the Ingush Auton-
omous Region, leaving the left side of the section within the territory of the USSR to
Georgia. Both parties, in asserting their rights, refer to the prescription of the actual
possession of the indicated areas®. The established commission decided this issue
in favor of the Georgian SSR. Since this period, the issue of the border with Geor-
gia has not caused special discussions and interethnic clashes, maintaining friendly
good-neighborly relations.

During the Great Patriotic War, despite the available services to the Motherland,
in 1944 the Chechen-Ingush Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic was abolished,
the Chechens and Ingush were deported to Central Asia, in Kazakhstan as ,traitors to
the Motherland“, and the combatants of these nationalities which were awarded gov-
ernment awards for courage and bravery, were removed from the front and, together
with relatives, sent into exile. The territory of the ChIA SSR was divided between
the Stavropol Territory, the Dagestan and North Ossetian ASSS and the Georgian
SSR. The following regions of the former Chechen-Ingush ASSR were included in
the Georgian SSR: Itum-Kalinsky region — within the existing borders, the western
part of the Sharoevsky region, the southern part of the Galanchozhskii, Galashinskii
and Prigorodny regions, as well as the southeastern part of the North Ossetian ASSR.

' TycuxoB M. JI. Unrymerus: DkoHOMHYECKHii ouepk. Biaaukaskas, 1926, p. 28.
2TAP® (I'ocynapcrsennsiii apxus Poccuiickoit ®eneparun), P-3316, Om. 19, x, 589, . 31.
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Thirteen years later, in 1957, by the Decree of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of
the SSR, the abolished Chechen-Ingush Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic was
restored. Georgia, Stavropol Territory and Dagestan freely returned the lands of the
Chechens and Ingush.! It is noteworthy that Georgian families were forcibly relocat-
ed to the empty houses of the deported Ingush, but they carefully kept everything that
belonged to the real owners. And upon returning from the deportation of the Ingush,
the Georgians immediately returned to their former owners everything that they had
preserved and increased over the long years of living in their homes. This allows for
many years to maintain friendly and good-neighborly relations between the fraternal
Georgian and Ingush peoples.

Researchers studying the history of the Ingush have noted traces of various cultur-
al relationships with neighboring peoples. The evidence of these connections is also
the monuments of material culture, commonness or similarity of behavior, existing
customs (adats) and (to a greater extent) vocabulary material. Consistently consider-
ing the composition of these sources, we are forced to admit that most of all the facts
are revealed that testify to the Georgian-Ingush relations?.

The Ingush and Georgian mountaineers were shaped in a similar natural and ge-
ographical setting and in contact with representatives of the peoples of the Caucasus
with similar cultural traditions that do not significantly differ from theirs. Much was
determined in the culture of the Georgian people by the versatile, extremely long-term
ties with the inhabitants of the neighboring mountainous regions — the native speakers
of the Caucasian languages. It should not be forgotten that the so-called Nakh peoples
(including the Ingush) and Georgians belong to the same language family of the Cau-
casian peoples (the Iberian-Caucasian language family). In the distant past, they had
more contacts and closer ties with each other than with their western neighbors, the
Iranian-speaking Ossetians®. The fact of the presence of linguistic borrowings from
the Georgian language in the Ingush vocabulary is evident. E.I. Krupnov divides them
into two categories. The first category includes words that should be confined to an
earlier period of communication between the Ingush and Georgian tribes. These are:
lime, upper floors, towers, ceiling rail, stick, saw, tongs, scythe, sickle, hoe, cradle,
tripod, fetters, bow, oak, flame, fire, bowl for milk, bag, a complete set of arable tools,
etc. A number of Georgian borrowings are also found among the names of animals.
So, the donkey, which was once the main vehicle and was ousted by riding and pack
horses only after the improvement of roads, the Ingush call in Georgian — vir. The

! AnGoraunesa M. C.-T. lemapkanus rpanun Marymernd. Topbl ¥ rpaHuibl: 3THOrpadus MoCT-
TpamuroHHbIx obmects, CIIb., 2015, p. 231.

2 Kpynnos E. U. CpenuesekoBast Uurymierust. p. 54.

3 Xescako B. B. ['eHe3KC peMTHO3HBIX BO33peHUil uHrymiei. Jluc. kaHa. uct. Hayk, M., PI'B,
2003, p. 71.
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words chicken, cat, little horse and others are also associated with the Georgian names
of these animals'. An article by M.M. Sultygova is dedicated to this topic of the role
of the Georgian language in the development of the professional vocabulary of the
Ingush language, in which the author gives examples of borrowings from Georgian:
Gota, plowing — Georg., gutani; tsel, hoe — Georg., tseli; mangal, sickle — Georg.,
namgali: the form mangali has also been preserved in the Georgian language; boga,
clay bowl — Georg., bakani, wooden cup, etc.? The work of another Ingush researcher
M. Paragulgov is also addressed to this topic, who made a table of borrowings of some
words denoting the names of domestic and wild animals, as well as plants®.

Undoubtedly, with a more thorough analysis of the Ingush and Georgian vocabu-
lary, one can find a huge number of borrowings, but it seems that there are no special,
deep studies of this topic yet.

The second category includes words that appeared in Ingushetia along with the
preaching of Christianity, which is confirmed by the presence of Tkhaba-Yerdy and
Alby-Yerdy Georgian churches on the Ingush territory. Some Ingush words borrowed
from the Georgian language during the period of Christian influence are of Geor-
gian origin: xlar, jvari — cross; mapxa,markhva — fasting; mo3rlap — priest; klupa,
kIBupu“, — week; opmor, opirydaau- Monday; nlaspcka, mlapacksu — Friday, the
day of St. Praskovya; moarra, madytu — Saturday, apnrar, srmuicu — a temple (from
Greek), etc. All these words are actively used in the Ingush language to this day*.

The neighboring European and Eastern civilizations have played an important role
in the formation of Georgian culture. The first was the Greco-Byzantine language,
from which much was taken in the field of philosophy; from there came Orthodox
Christianity, which became Georgian Orthodox Christianity after its establishment
on this land in the 4th century. The missionary activity of Georgia was aimed at the
Christianization of the peoples of the Caucasus, including the Ingush.

To date, there is no exact information about the first period of the acquaintance
of the ancestors of modern Ingush with Christianity. It can be assumed that this hap-
pened in the 11" -12" centuries and was associated with the political activity of
Byzantium in the Caucasus region. In the 13" -14" centuries, the Byzantines were
replaced by the Genoese, who were engaged in trade activities in the Crimea and

' Kpynuos E. 1. CpennesexoBast Uurymerust. p. 55.

2 CynteiroBa M. M. Posib Tpy3HHCKOTO SI3bIKa B Pa3BUTHH OTPACIEBON JIEKCHKN MHIYIICKOTO SI3bI-
ka. M0epuiicko-kaBKa3CKue sI3bIKU: CTPYKTypa, UCTOpHs, (yHKUMOHUpOBaHHE: Marepuaisl 111
MEKTyHapoHOTO cummosuyma, T6., 2011, pp. 350-352.

3 TTaparyneroB M. B. IHTYIICKHiA S13bIK KaK 3€PKAJIO KyJIBTYPhl M HCTOPUU Hapoza. IHTEeHCHBHOE
o0yueHHEe WHOCTPAHHBIM SI3bIKaM. MeTOZ aKTMBH3AIMU: aKTyallbHBIC MPOOIEMBI pa3BUTHS, CO.
crar., M., 2004, pp. 280-283.

4 3sa3ukoB M. M. Ha py6esxe croneruii. p. 500.
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the North Caucasus'. Since the end of the 12" century active missionary activities
among the Ingush was carried out by Georgia, which subjugated several mountain
tribes to its dominion 2. During this period, Christianity was supported by David 1T
Agmashenebeli (Builder) (1089-1125) and Queen Tamar (1184-1212). The name of
the latter is associated with the construction of many religious buildings in the region.
Thus, in the legends it is reported that Queen Tamar, being in Gligvi (mountainous
Ingushetia), built an Orthodox church, but after a while the local residents captured it,
and those who converted to Christianity were forced to move to Georgia®. The emer-
gence of such ancient ,, Ingush auls, located in the upper reaches of the Assa gorge and
considered the cradle of the Ingush culture, as Targim, Egikal, Khamkhi, Metskhal,
Falkhan and others, legends ascribe to the period of the reign of the Georgian Queen
Tamar (the 12 century).* At that time, priests were sent to the highlanders of various
territories of the Caucasus and temples were built. This activity is associated with the
construction of temples in the Assa Goege of mountain Ingushetia — Tkhaba-Erdy,
Albi-Erdy and Targim®. In Georgia, the temples were built by kings, great secular
and religious feudal lords, as well as individual communities. The construction of a
Christian church in Ingushetia could be regarded as an expression of the state policy
of Georgia; the initiative to build Tkhaba-Yerdy should be attributed to the state and
church leaders of Georgia®. The participation of Georgian masters and the influence
of Georgian art, Georgian cultural traditions on the art of Ingushetia is reasonably
seen in the decor of these churches. Temple Tkhaba — Yerdy was a Christian church
which, according to D.Z. Bakradze ,,was built by some David, patron, the sovereign,
or rather a king... and that, finally, Bishop George was in charge of the district in
which the church was built*’. A. 1. Shavkhelishvili, wrote: ,,Christianity in the high-
lands of Chechen-Ingushetia was supported from Georgia until the 16 century®,
and its centers were in the Assa and Argun gorges 8. V. B. Vinogradov considers that
the Ingush sanctuary of Delite in the upper reaches of the Assa River, is a Christian
church of the times of the reign of the Kakhetian king Teimuraz I (1589-1663)°. In
the centuries that followed, Georgia’s influence either waned or increased, but never

! Manrar b. K. TlepBoGbITHAS pesirus YeueHIEB U uHryiieii. M., 2004, p. 44.

2 TycuxoB M. JI. Unrymerus: DkoHOMHYECKHi ouepk. Braaukaskas, 1926, pp. 18-19.

’ XeBcakoB B. B. TeHe3nc peruno3HbIX BO33peHUi HHrymei. p. 70.

4 Kpymuos E. 1. CpenuesexoBas Uurymerus. p. 62.

> MyxyxoeB M. B. CpenHeBekoBasi MaTepuaibHast KynbTypa ropHoit Murymrernu. [posusiii, 1977,
pp. 113-121.

¢ Tambammyze I. T. Y3 ucropuu cesizeii I'py3un u MHryiiernn B cpequue Beka. Te3nChl HOKIIa10B
IV ,KpynHoBckux ureHuil” mo apxeonorun Kaskasa, Opmronukunse, 1974, p. 54.

"MapxosuH B. 1. B ctpane BaitHaxoB. M., 1969, p. 48.

§ IlaBxenumemwin A. M. M3 UCTOpUM B3aMMOOTHOLICHHI MEKIy TPY3MHCKAM M YEUCHO-WH-
TyLICKUM Hapofamu. [ po3uslii, 1963, p. 81.

? Bunorpanos B. B. ITamsTHuk rpy3nuHo-unrymckux casseit XVII sexa. T6., 1982, p. 54.
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stopped. Georgian missionaries achieved significant results in 1751, persuading up
to two thousand ,Kists“ (Ingush) to be baptized.' In this context, the message of U.
Laudaev about the Arabic manuscript book he discovered, is noteworthy. It described
the events in the Caucasus and about the Ingush, in particular, it was said that ,they
were in worship of the cross for 104 years before they adopted the Muslim faith*?.

Many documents from the repositories and published materials testify to the ac-
tive processes taking place in the state bodies of the Russian Empire, starting from
the 1740-1750s. It is known that on January 8, 1801, Paul I signed a decree on the
annexation of Kartli and Kakheti to the Russian Empire. Russia grew in breadth, tak-
ing into its composition territories inhabited by foreigners and gentiles. At the initial
stage, political activity in the region, and in particular in the strategically important
regions of the Central Caucasus adjacent to Daryal, was carried out through the Holy
Synod. The conductors of Russian policy on the spot were Orthodox priests, most
often of Georgian origin, who, in addition to the main task of spiritual instruction
and restoration of ,fallen Christianity, were entrusted with the responsible mission
of persuading the mountain peoples to orient themselves towards Russia. In addition,
the clergy were one of the main sources of information about the ethno-political situ-
ation in the region and, accordingly, about the mood among the highlanders and their
attitude towards Russia.?

The starting point for the establishment of political and broad cultural ties be-
tween Georgia and Russia in the future was their being Orthodox Chritsians. In 1811,
the Georgian Church became part of the Russian Orthodox Church, its head became
Metropolitan of Mtskheta and Kartli, receiving the rank of Exarch of Georgia and the
membership of the Synod; services in churches were conducted in Russian.

Despite the setbacks, every new governor of the Caucasus had the idea of con-
verting the Ingush to the Christian faith. In the materials of the Acts of the Caucasian
Archeographic Commission there is a correspondence on the Christianization of the
Ingush / 1812-1827. It is said that in 1839 four Georgian priests were sent to the
Ingush, the newly baptized were divided into four parishes,where it was supposed to
build churches.

Ignorance and wrongdoing of clergy and alien to the Ingush Russian and Geor-
gian languages, in which Christianity was preached, could in no way contribute to
success in this matter.*

In this context, noteworthy is the report (1838) of the Vladikavkaz commandant,
Colonel Shirokiy, in which it is noted that the spread of the Christianity, both in

! Apxus Uucruryra Ucropun PAH. @. 36, om. 1, 1. 442, 1. 8 06.

2 Jlaynaes V. UeueHckoe miemst. COOpHHK CBEICHHI O KABKa3CKUX ropiax, 1872. eI 6, p. 27.
3 Uctopust Unrymernn. Marac, 2011, p. 160.

*Ibid, p. 180.
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the highlands and lowlands of Ingushetia, ,is at the lowest level and almost in its
infancy®, the poor training of Georgian missionaries and ignorance of the Georgian
language by the Ingush, in which preaching activities were conducted, led to the
smallest results'. But that was not the only reason for the ineffectiveness of the mis-
sionaries’ work. As noted by the state secretary M.P. Posen, conversion to Christiani-
ty took place more on paper than in practice, since ,,both those who were converted to
and those who converted them, are guided in their actions not by spiritual convictions
and the expectations for the eternal goodness, but by worldly intentions and the ways
of achievement of earthly welfare*?.

Gifts, money, and bread allowances given to new converts attracted many to ac-
cept Holy Baptism, but most of the people of the poorest and lowest class, were mo-
tivated by ,greed”. ,Some of them, in order to take advantage of the aforementioned
benefits, extended sacrilege to the point that they were baptized several times“®. The
converts were given a cloth for a shirt, as well as a cross, a small icon and a new
Christian name*. As Kh. Muguev notes, noble people were given 20 rubles in silver
and a silver baptismal cross, and the poor — only 50 kopecks. Many were baptized
10-15 times and again turned to their pagan gods and idols °.

Minister A.l. Chernyshev noted that the missionaries by their behavior did not
know how to instill the respect that the word of God should require from the title of
preacher, and if some part of the Ingush converted to Christianity, then the success
of this enterprise cannot be attributed to the conviction of the preachers, and more to
the circumstances®.

Christianity did not take root in the Ingush environment, but evidence of its exist-
ence is still found today. Thus, a metal baptismal cross was found among the funerary
equipment, similar inventory was found during the excavation of the crypt of the
Targim temple. Of interest is the pectoral cross-encolpion of the first half of the 13
century with a relief image of the crucified Christ, discovered during the clearing of
a stone memorial chamber located on the territory of the vast necropolis of Mohde.
A large iron cross was also found here, similar to those that were repeatedly noted
in the study of pagan sanctuaries’. The inscriptions preserved on the Tkhaba-Yerdy
temple, written in the ancient Georgian language, and the psalter, written by hand on

' P'BUA (Poccuiickuii rocynapcTBeHHBIH BOeHHO-HCTOpHYeckuii apxus). @. 13454, om. 6, 1. 218,
1. 19-20.

2 PI'A (Poccniickuit rocynapcTBeHHbIi nctopudeckuit apxus). ®@. 1268, om. 1, 1. 292, 1. 3.

SPITBUA. @. 1. On. 1. 1. 13628. JI. 1-5 06.

4 Pyccko-ocerunckue otaoureHus. Opmkonukuse, T. 1, 1976, p. 208.

> Myryes X.-M. Uurymerus: Ouepku. M., 1931, p. 10.

*PTBUA. @. 1, om. 1, 1. 13628, 1. 1-5 06.

7 MyxyxoeB M. B. I[IpoHHKHOBeHHE XPHCTHAHCTBA K BaliHaxaM. DTHOrpadust U BOIPOCHI PEiH-
T'MO3HBIX BO33PEHUI UEUCHLIEB U UHTYIIEH B TOPEBOMIOLMOHHBIN niepuo. ['po3usiif, 1981, p. 25.
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parchment, speak of Christian influence'. A special role in the construction of Chris-
tian churches in the North Caucasus belongs to the Mtskheta Catholicosat. We shall
note that the Catholicos had its own army and administration at its disposal. Separate
detachments of this army were commanded by bishops and abbots. Then the plots of
local legends, which narrate about the stay of the ,Georgian king with an army* in
the Assa gorge, become understandable.

Catholicos Melkisedek I is widely known in the history of medieval Georgia. His
name is associated with the renewal of the main temple of Mtskheta — Svetitskhoveli.
Numerous parallels can be drawn between Svetitskhoveli and Tkhaba-Yerda, which
in many ways bring them together. So, on the western side of Svetitskhoveli there are
sculptural images of Jesus, John the Baptist, Moses or Aaron, above which there is a
model of the Mtskheta temple. These sculptural images, in our opinion, are similar to
the Tkhab-Yerda ktitor group.

It should also be noted that ,,on the interior wall cladding of the Georgian chap-
el (below Mleta), one can see the same imprint of a hand as above the entrance to
the sanctuary in the village of Targim (mountainous Ingushetia). There is a similar
impression on the exterior wall of the small Ingush sanctuary ,,Ausha Seli“, near the
Albi-Yerda temple®?.

Under the influence of Christianity, the Ingush developed an idea of hell and heav-
en. Before, they believed that a person’s life after death is the same as on earth, with
the only difference that when it is day on earth, it is night there, and vice versa. So,
the god of the underworld Eshtr started making a fair trial over the dead; he sent the
righteous to heaven, and the sinners to hell.

We can say that Christianity existed among the Ingush not as a dogmatic doctrine,
but only as a new ritual; it influenced, as you can see, only the imagination of the
people by the spectacular effect of worship, without touching the moral side of their
life. Therefore, the Christian faith could not take root in the local environment, and
the rituals that they adopted from Christians have fallen into decay?.

The cult practice of the Ingush also included new names: Khava (Eve), Kharon
(Adam), Nokhya (Noy), etc., and also terms borrowed from the Georgian language
under the influence of Christianity, etc.*

Georgian names — Anzor, Zurab, Khuchbar, Dali, Lamara and others — have also
firmly established themselves among the Ingush. Among the non-Christian names

" Bepremnos I'. A. B ropax Kaskasza. Biaaukaskas, 1903, p. 22.

2 XescaxoB B. B. 'enesuc penuruo3ubix Bo33peHuii uurymei. p. 70.

> AnborauneBa M. C.-I". O HEKOTOPBIX PEIUTHO3HBIX IPAKTUKAX UHIYIICH B JOUCITAMCKHI TIEPHO/L.
PayutoBcknii cOOpHUK: HaydHBIE HCCIe0BaHNS 1 My3elHble mpoektsl MAD PAH B 2007 . CIIB.,
2008, p. 56.

* Benukas H. H., Bunorpamos B. B. JloucnaMcKuil pesMTHO3HBIA CHHKPETH3M Y BallHAXOB.
Cosertckas sTHOrpadus, 1983, Ne 3, p. 86.
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of the distant ancestors of individual Ingush societies, there are clearly not local, but
Christian names, such as Levan, Manuil and others, who most likely came here from
Georgia'.

Borrowings can be traced in the national dress of the Ingush and -peoples of
Georgia, so the Ingush name chokhi — the girls loose dress, coincides with the name
Cherkeska and is borrowing from Georgian chokha, meaning male outerwear?.

All the materials discussed point to a certain part of the Georgian elements that
once participated in the creation of the Vainakh ethnos and, especially, in the design
of Ingush culture.

One can think that most of these data once had quite real foundations and have
survived to this day only as echoes of the ancient cultural unity and linguistic kinship
of the distant ancestors of the Ingush with the ancestors of the Georgian tribes. The
latter were, perhaps, the leading part of the once large all-Caucasian ethno-cultural
unity or ,Japhetic* complex of the Caucasian peoples; hence the likelihood of the
assumption that in antiquity the indicated ,Georgianisms* in the Ingush culture could
have been much greater®>. The mutual influence was very great, as evidenced by
the relics of the Ingush toponymy in present-day Western Georgia, in particular in
the regions adjacent to the passages of Western Georgia — the Central Caucasus, as
evidenced by the elements of the Ingush speech in the Western Georgian languages.
Together with the pontic type, in the Maikop period, the Pro-vainakh dialects spread
along the foothills of the North Caucasus to the east, up to Dagestan. Perhaps it was
then that the marked elements of the Ingush language were deposited in various lan-
guages of the tribes of the Caucasus®.

The genetic links of the Georgian mountaineers with the Vainakh population of
the North Caucasus is clearly traced in the monuments of the material culture of these
peoples. Thus, residential and military towers, crypts of Tushetia, Khevsureti and
Pshavi show striking similarity to the Ingush buildings in terms of masonry technique
and construction ,the Khevsurs and Tushs believe that the art of building (building of
towers) was brought to them by the Ingush®.

There is a special socio-cultural community in the Caucasus, which differs from
other civilizational systems by consolidating many nationalities living in this terri-

tory.

! Kpymnsos E. 1. CpenneexoBast Murymierus. p. 62.

2 Crynenenkas E. H. Onesxnia yeuenties u unrymeii B XIX— XX B. HoBoe 1 TpaJiuIIMOHHOE B KYJTb-
Type u ObiTy HaponoB YeueuHo-Uurymernn, [po3usrii, 1985, p. 63.

3 Kpynuos E. U. CpennesekoBast Murymierust. p. 64.

* Xapcues b. M.-I. DTHOreHes HHryIIeH 1 LIMPKyMKaBKa3cKas npoBuHLmsL. Marac, 2015, p. 106.
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Bopénv dvepov Tod Kavkdaoiog ITepoéwv 00V &t ppovtilet).

2 Plin. v1.13 (15) namque Persarum regna, quae nunc Parthorum intellegimus, inter duo maria
Persicum et Hyrcanium Caucasi iugis attolluntur.

3 SKZ MPers. 2 OD pl’c OL *kpy *kwpy W-"1"n'n BBA /ta fraz 6 Kaf kof ud Alanan dar/; Parth.
2 HN prhs OL kpy ©WRA W ’I'nn TROA /yad frax$ 0 Kaf kof ud Alanan bar/; Gr. 3 [wg Eun]
ploc0ev] Ko 8povg kai moddv [Ala]vév; cf. the inscriptions of Sabuhr’s great priest Kirdir in
the Kabe-ye Zardost, Nags-e Rostam and Sar Maghad (KKZ 12; KNRm 39; *KSM 18-19 MPers.
OD pl’c OL ’I'n’n BBA /ta fraz 6 Alanan dar/ ,as far as the the Gate of the Alans“, omitting
the Caucasus). All the inscriptions mention Armenia, Iberia, Machelonia, Albania and Balasagan
immediately before.

4 Strab. x1.2.15 dgopilet 8¢ [sc. 6pog T0dT0] TPOG VOTOV HEV THV T€ AAPaviav kol v Ipnpiav, mpog
GpKTOV 8¢ TO TOV ZopUaT®dV TEdi0L.

> Mela Chor. 1.81 magnarum gentium qua dorsum agit terminus.
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[3] according to Plin. vz.11 (12) magno errore multis Caspiae dictae; cf. v1.13
(15); Tac. Ann. v1.33.3 Caspia via; Proc. Bell. virr.3.4 & Men. Prot. fi-. 6.1 (ed. Block-
ley) Kaomiar | Kooneion [Todou.

[4] Parth.’I'nn TROA /Alanan bar/, MPers.’I' ' n BBA /Alanan dar/ ,Gate of the
Alans® ~ Arm. (pl.) ppniip Ujuliwg drownk " Alanac',* Pers. % i Dar-i Alan,?
Georg. womosemsbo Darialani, msmosens Dariala, Arab. 2 i Bab al-Lan (al-
Bal'ami 2 2 . Darband-e al-Lan), Russ. Japosn.

[5] Georg. omogzl-g0mn Aragviskari ,the Pass of the (river) Aragvi® (K'C" 11).

Darband:

[1] Gr. AApéviou [Tohor, Arm. gpniip Unniwlihg drownk * Alowanic " ,Albanian
Gates®.

[2] Gr. Kaomiar IT6 a1, Arm. ppniiip Ywuphg drownk * Kasbic * ,Caspian Gates";
cf. Georg. demzb-30m0 zgvis-Kari ,,the Pass of the Sea” (K'C" 11-12).

[3] MPers. BBAbnd /Darband/ ,(locked/barred) Gate®, Pers. 1y 0 Darband (al-
Bal‘ami ) ; ja 2 . Darband-e Hazaran ,Gate of the Khazars®), Arm. Jwppwin
Darband, Georg. psmdsbon Darubandi, Russ. [Jepbenm; cf. Ottoman Turkish der-
bent ,,mountain pass, a fortress commanding a frontier pass* > Modern Greek Aepfévi.

[4] Arm. Znliug wwhwl Honac ' pahak ,Guard of the Huns®.

[5] Gr. T¢ovp | T¢6v, Arm. &npuy | Knnuyy wpuhwly Coray | Colay pahak ,Guard
of Cor | Col*, Arab. _| s s Bab Siil.

[6] Arab. i wi' b Bab al-Abwab ,the Gate of the Gates® (~ Heb. za=shs 222
in the Jewish-Khazar correspondence), alSO wui w¥!y walsl al-Bab wa’'l-Abwab ,the
Gate and the Gates® or just L/ al-Bab ,the Gate®, an emirate ruled by the Hasimids
(869-1075) until the Seljuq conquest.

080l gomgsomobbobgdom, Hm3 sGgnm 3gMomegddn Ymgmdgbomgdl,
boaz obGmMogmo Imzmabgdo gonmaMmgdbmes, bbgsms dmEal dmablg-
60gdbgb dgMg 30 yuMomgdsol smaM o4(3930096, dg393o0Mm™, Dgdmo
dmygobomo dmbao(3989d0006 3oM 339990 (3m@bs dmgadmgmon. mgmEgbo-
mgdal bobgmgdo bdoGow sbmoMmgds bLEg3gdolb ImIMsdatyg bombgdmab
(LomBa@gda, seabgda, 3mbgda, babDoMmgdn), MmBmgda(3 380350 dsGMbmd-
©b69b domndy, 96, Lbgs M sGOR M0, 3005339000696 s LodbMgo 3069dbg
00305bb3dgdL s6ymdwbgb. dgmmg dbGng, oMbz ndznsmo, dogced Jom

! The Armenian geography Asxarhac‘oyc® v.18 LR (ed. Soukry, a3. 26; trans. Hewsen, a3. 55)
places the Gates of the Alans among a people called Owluwpp Canark® (Gr. Zovapoiot, Ar.
4y {awad al-SanarTyah).

2 But cf. FerdowsT Sahnama 43.3243 (ed. Mohl, vol. v, a3. 274) iyl & | rah-e Alanan ,the road
of the Alans*.
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sbggg 0bbgbngdgb 58096 39335L00b 08 Ladggrmgdal bLabgmbmeadsms dabg-
300, H™M3mgdoz LEdMmEMME 83MBEMHMMdEbgb dom, 3gMdme 0dgfmns s
smdabgmn. msgabn ggmadogomo 3gdsmgmdals gsdm, osM¥dsbol bmg-
R 3doL30ab 3oL gdobrbgb, sbg39 nym eMnsma(s, JogMad 83 dgdmbgggado
oMbbmMa, Mmammz gb 3emaboybds 339 9060dbs. semdsm domn bodmo-
36 g53m30bstg nbnbo gM®m3sbgmdn gMgmmsem. @admmmb, doma L3sEMbLy)-
o babgmgdo go36M(39mEs oLdgmgmda JoMormmo s Mnbymo gbgdal 393-
39M0m, M5(3, OO dSeNdSMNMb0m, 061560L 0339M0gdals ogM 8809 39335L00b
9a0mbob babaMdmoago 3mb@Mmmal dgmagans.

Degm@qgbomgdlb Rggmmgdmog Mbmogdgb ,306M0ddqb* (d96db. mHAL,
mom. 3mMEsg, bmdb. npniup drownk®, 3sGo. TROA /bar/, b3seb. BBA /dar/ /
BBAbnd /darband/, b3s®b. 4% dar(band), s60d. L bab, pl. i s abwab), be-
mm bemdb. yuhwly pahak ,o(330 3oL BoMIMoB bl MmamE(3 mogms(3300
3mb@L. o390 babgmo ©gMdboal/@emmdsbrnl 860d36g9mmmda™ — (Rs398)0-
Q’O/QOJU@OQTO 5«733060) (8@5. b3oML. bstny, bnd- /bastan, band-/ ,,603306d3o,
93360, L3sMb. (i bastan ,dg3360, Fo3g@&39, ©939835%) amobbdmdl nd
35g@L, M3 dobo JmbGHmma Lodnomgdsl ndmggs MMM dmbs-
mmEbymo 3@ gmn'; gb sbDM0 Jgdmbabaymoas dgmdbmm. Khelcodpa-3o ,3066Gm
aobabgmagmo/ gegm@gboma®, Gm3gmoai gomgzgnmbomao moo. Clausu-
ra-b 3omg3os dobo bygndbognal godm, 3sg6sd, Lobsdwzgamgda, Mbws oymb
KAEI®-056, M35 60dbogLb” @obmMmas, 0839839, 3oammMdgs“-b s Mo 3Gm-
3mB0nbds 30Mggmem oILENMS 39335L0E 3MBEGgJLEJdn, 83539 MM,
ob 3gbodmms, agmb L3sAbymo geH8nbal MamMa8sbo® GMars dggbgds oMo-
o, 3mobogbo 1339 sbLYbgdL BoDagNE 3060349, MH3060m dgdmggmama
©0Mggd0m“... 8 sbg3g, 86l gadmmas vg9dmm ,,3985600@" bmogdeem
bodag b, Hm3gmag 9d969dmmns 08 80bbom, MMB M 3MEmMb dMsg5m-
Mo(3bmgobo §m3gdol godmbgmes. obsbmadmmo J39ysbs, 3oMnddom aym-
3o (6 Bobomow)?.

535bmdb, PMMEsEOM, bbgoabbgs bysmmgdo 3353(36mdgb, HmA 3oMnddy
dgodmgds bygomobadgdd gobbbomaym, Moms dmgogdomgms gofn dgdm-
9835m; ogdmoma,

! Cf. Asxarhac‘oyc* v.18 LR (ed. Soukry, g3. 27; trans. Hewsen, g3. 57), where Darband is called
Yuy kL nnint kap ew dowin ,the lock and gate*.

2 Cf. Proc. Bell. 11.29.25 khetooOpag éExinviovieg tag toladtag 680vg Popdiot kododow ,the
Romans call the roads through such passes kleisourai in Greek®; Theoph. Sim. vi.14.8 ta
gyupopate TdV SPdcev... kKAeloovpog T matpi® Popdiot povii dnokolelv tadto sidbocty
»the strong points of the passes... the Romans are accustomed to call them kleisourai in their
ancestral tongue®; cf. Tac. Ann. v1.33, where ,the enemy had closed off the other passes” (cum
alios incessus hostis clausisset).

*Plin. v1.11 (12) ubi fores obditae ferratis trabibus... citraque in rupe castello quod vocatur Cumania
conmunito ad arcendas transitu gentes innumeras, ibi loci terrarum orbe portis discluso.
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- R3960 Bgmmsm@asbgal 35 Bgmb, 03960l o omdabgomnl 8939983
»30b(390 gobobgmgmo smabgdl meg056m g3g99sbody, aombbbgl (dvoifavreq)
3ob300b 3960 (EoMnsn) s 309dg9L M Bdsbnbmsb™ (B 0dgfManbol cbmg-
boo)';

- bmdbgomob 399393, bebemg 11-3 (222-238 66.) ,a5bLbs (banal) senobgdals
(@oMoomab) joModgggdo o (30bg Cor (©sds6wo); 356 398mu3gs 346930l
®oM0 L3sMLgMOL GgMoBMEMNsDg MagEsLb3nl 8obbom™?;

= Jodorgmo dHmboggdol mebsbdsow, Jommmal 3ggg doMasbo (Ammian’s
Meribanes, 284-361 £66.) 3dogom s65M3Imgdms bobomgdmsb maL, ,Mopasb
bobaMgdn dg3mgommEbgb o smysdo dmag(3930696 oMb, ©sns-
4mmdbgb s aoblbowbgb (gamages) gommm gobobgmgmb, boowsbss obobo
390g4693m@bgb L3s@Mbgmdn®.

— 396mbal (457-84 66.) mHmb L3sMLmgdds ,asbLbglb (bac‘in) semobors
3960, 35dmny3o6gLb 3m65d0L oo MomEgbmds s gHma Bgmo gdcmdmobgb
omdabgmms 3gg3gLb™ L.

= 3Mmym3n 3gboGngmo ssbemmgdom 551-553 Brgddo smbodbsgws, MmA,
39339b0mbol 30b&mBgd9d0 ,ombg396 03 goobobgmgmgdsedwyg, Mmdmagdas
QbOHYb39mymBL 98 Mga0mbdo 3(3bmzMgd 3mbms dmeadal bambgdol dgb-
3mab (Gyovov) m@ngg — LMLyl s MMBsgmms GgMmoGmMosdy. gfom-
9ol 83 gobabgmgmmegsb 34300 Tzur (oM)dsbwmn), dgmEgl 30 gbmegds
3ob30ab 3960 (oGnaemn) ¢d3gmabo EMMOESEC.

= 0bB0bnsbglbs s bmbEM I sbmdoMzgsebl dmGal owgdamn sMal bs-
30b 00bobds, HmIgmo(s dbg3g (36Mdoemns MM (389Mbm0sba Dogal (561-
562 66.) bobgmoom, ,bL3sAbymgdds oM YbEs 13356 349690ab, smsbgdals 56

! Flav. Tos. Ant. Tud. xvii.97 Alavodg 8¢ diodov antolg 81d0vteg did Tig avTtdV Kol Tig BVpag TG
Koaomiog avoi&avteg éndyovot @ Aptafave; cf. Tac. Ann. vi.33 sed Hiberi locorum potentes
Caspia via Sarmatam in Armenios raptim eff<und>unt ,but the Iberians, who controlled the
strategic points, suddenly poured the Sarmatians into Armenia by the Caspian Route".

2 Agat‘angetos 19 (ed. G. Tér Mkrtc‘ean—St. Kanayeanc®, a3. 16) ki putuy) qnpniiu Ujutiug b
q&npuy wuwhwlhi, hwk) qqopu Zntiug, wuyunul nuk) h §nnuwbu Mupuhg ew banal
zdrowns Alanac® ew zCoray pahakin, hanel zzors Honac®, aspatak dnel i kotmans Parsic*.

P JoBomal 3bmgMgds (Mge. yombRodgamoa, a3. 66) Hedgmyy Imgomosh babsbo ©s
3moa00b omMdsbrl, Memsdzs Bomnmgl o asdamgl gofMo gofmom, s dmbom nb-
4gb gobmgam L3smbms bgws. Georg. bodsmba Xazarni ,Khazars® is probably a general
designation for Eurasian steppe nomads (better than ,Northern Barbarians®) after Juanger
Juanseriani’s 8th-9th century background, similar to Arm. Znup Honk® ,Huns" in Classical
Armenian writers.

* Etisé (ed. E. Tér Minasean, a3. 198) pughti qppnitiu Ujwlwg b hwithtt gmn pugomid h
Zntwg, bt hpnikgut mwph vh pun Unnuwtthg wppugh bac‘in zdrowns Alanac® ew hanin
gownd bazowm i Honac*, ew kfowec an tari mi ond Atowanic* ark‘ayi.

3 Proc. viL.3.4 £ tag die&ddovg e€icvodvtat avtag ol Ta Tfide dknuéva Odvvika £0vn €g yiiv v
1€ [lepo®v kai Popciov dyovsty. Gvrep dtépa pév Tovp dmikékintan, 1 8& &n étépa [THAN €k
mohood Kaonio £xdnon.

36



bbgo dsMdatmbgdal dgbgms (mopodov moteichot) Gm3olb 033gGnsda gobsob-
390, MHm3gmbsz g6mgds (3mbo (Eofmmdsbrn) s 3ob3nal 360 (ota-
am0); o3 93 3baMgdn s 365 L3sMbgmal LabmgHal bbgs bobomdn MHmIo-
9933 56 Mbos aoabo3bmb (cTéAAEW) oMo L3sMbgmgdol BobssmBroga™'.
oLy o 9333060, Bysmmgda sbobaggb Lodb&mgm 0d3gMngdal 3mmo@0g3sb,
(3 IM03bMGAL FMmBmedamgms d;mgddy godmbgmobomgalb bgmal dgdmab
ob 8mgmyg bboo dsm a03mygbgdsl dm 3ogdamggdo dgdmbggzomn 3@Mgdals
Bobosmdmgy. Mm3snm-3smmagymo , 3030 mIob* 3gBomEo©sb dmymmady-
0, 36.6.-0b I boyy3bgdn Byammgdda goxeb@yymn dmgemo Mogo gd3ndmegdo
330436056 BoM3meaqbol 30335L0mbdg asdsgsmo dmagamo Ladbgomm abg-
30l abBmEnal dgbobgd. 03 gbgdab 3603369mmzab3s Mmeds AMammgmbs
5 badb@mgmb ImEal bdnm 903969330, Ladmmmmmm gsbsdnmmds daboyma
30b9b03ogMggdol 3d969dmmds s@3mbagmgm 330gM 3og30bnadn Lababowg-
30l 83sMmggmmdal 3gMomdo, HmBmgdds(z LodmgMmgdal o335 dSanrmmd-
03 3350039l s 30bMgL. Bmaz056gd0m, babaMgdbs s 308853l dm-
0L m3g60b Robdo dgbgmol dgdwaa, 3o339L0s Mbs gsdbosmaym obmadymo
Lodyommb ghom-gmo hommgmo Lodmgemo dmbrnmmos ©s3YMmdgdadwy
5 mJOHmb gOHEML JogH bEGg39d0L Fmbobmgmdal abmsdnbs(3093y.
33xgMo 30bes yMomgds g3o35dsb30mm oMmnsmol smsbgdbmsb 3o3-
doDg. 9933 0babo 0dgMonb bgdstmgam R3. 6. 35 Bgmb sMasmab gogmom
30dm3000696 obEmEanm sb3smgdby, doma 830 3og3obonlb Mgowgdol bb-
35 sMgmmo doM3GNE 0 350b(3 gHma3oMom asmM33939mo MRgds a3006-
gm0 3gGomeab 3mmsebogn® bysmmgddo doMomamam Mg mns bomdzado
Jd93amd Lo 3Mbggddo smebgdal Immzabgmdady 3o339L0mbal AG@aEm-
9000, 30Dob@0ns-b3oMbgmal MIgdal 3gHommsedwyg, ogMsd JoMmommo ©s
bm3baEo JOMbozgda Lodmemgdsl gzodmg3lb ognbsbmm dsmon sanmdwyg-
d56gmds babgzmow mgaqgbmsmam g30dmmgdda. dogsmomaw, 39339 535bsb3
II- ol (185-189 66.) 30ge mbgdab xomal gobswam@gds, Gmdgma(y Rsdmgowms
©3smgonb 3DoDg (3 s gomgmnbs) dzbgmal smbmgdal dobbom? Vate Ma-
mikonean-obs (330/338 66.) 3og@ Mazk owtk -als 39g30l, Sangsanis @sdat(3bg-
b5, 30b xomM3o(z 093696 smabgdo s 3bgda, Lbgs bombgdmsb gMmow?; o6

' Men. Prot. fr. 6.1 (ed. Blockley) @g d1d tfig otevonopiag Tiig eicddov T0d Aeyopévov ymdpov TCov
kai tdv Kaoniov nuddv un pgivat Iépoag i} Obvvoug fj Ahovoig 1 Etépovg BapBipovg mépodov
notelobat kata tiig Popaiov énkpateiog, unte 8¢ Popaiovg &v a0Ttd dmov 1@ Ydpw wite Py
&v gAhotg Mndkoig Opioig otpdrevpo otéhdew kata [lepodv.

2In AD 72 allowed by the king of Hyrcania through the Tron Gates, maybe coming from the steppes
east of the Caspian (Flav. Ios. Bell. Iud. 7, 244-251) and in AD 135 against Albania, Media, Armenia
and Cappadocia (Cass. Dio 69.15.1), most probably through the Caucasus (via Darband?).

? JoGonemal (3bmggds. ag. 55-57.

* P*awstos Bowzandac‘i m.7 (ed. K*. Patkanean, g3. 15).
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39b6@obgy amMasbmob g3ozmmo mdo mbgdal Bobssmdmgs — @aMosmals go-
0533999,0mamM 3 InEobdogds dob ds333mdsdn Mmbgdal BngM oGMdsbroal
35300 356bmE (309 gdmn 8doM (339 m&o 94b3gn300b badsbnbma'.

Logdam of 1bws nymb, GmMT smobgdo sbm (300093056 oM™ Labo-
b& 3gFomedo, s6s Jbmmm@ 0d0@m3, HmM3 BM3mMbada 3oMggman abEne-
905 dod@ I- ab Bgggmdob bobsdo (3ofmm. / b3s@b. Alanan bar / dar), ss3gc
Lbgoabbgs ods@gdomon 38 30(39099mgdgdal bogydzgmbdyg, HmImgdacs, do-
00050, 330506 LabebyM 3gMomeb dma(zo3L, LobgmmdM, bebmg I 5bvy-
do3560L BngM 033gF0n0lb Mok Bobomao ©aymesl, Mm3gmadsz mommgmm
36mg0b (30530 56 menJdn (bL3s@b. kust ,,8bs6g, dodsnyymgds”) badbgtm do-
mgdab bamsggdan dmegambammaema (spahbed) Rosygbs. mommgyma 3356 8-
0 bLadysMmb JoMEabamyMo 34b7dgdnl dobgmznm nbms: 533356, kust
1 xwarasan (E), kust T xwarwaran (W) da kust T némroz (S)%. 530l badoGob3oMm,
htommgmo (bobsdwaznmagdo, AMomm-obagmagmn) 3gomEsma *kust T ab-
axtar-ob gm®3om 5MdLmEaL a36300900; 0l oMM gdl s3mEB M3 3Ms -
8030%9, 306500056 AM@ammgmn nmgmgdmms ©qgdmbgdol Mgaombag, dogcsd
sbe(306093m©s 5@HM3sGqboob (kust T Adurbadagan)’, 30330L05bob (Arm.
pniuinh Yuiyyynh kowsti Kapkoh < Pahl. Kaf kof)* o, y3gmodg gobomzos,
3m369806. 33 3965b 369 goManmb 543L PGy, MMboss bysmgdda
203bgmmo, 3@ 30(3909mgdgda: * kust 1 abaxtar, (kust 1 durbadagan):

- gommEmmbolb 0sbobdsw, Mmdgmaz sGabbmEMom Fasbgmlb mmbdbmng
ggm@dsl bmbemg 11 Parvez-s (590-628 66.), 3 39393 gogm Ladyscrm mmb
boboma s 12000 3530060 mmbo Mab3n gogbs365 d0bsbG 00l Lodrgatdy
(W = #5marz-e Rim), Dod9mob@obdo Zabolestan (S il ), semobors abody
(N &l catirah-e Alanan) s 3938908 gdab babmgamdg bem@ababdo Korasan-
do (E 3 4 s marz-e Heital)’.

- 0bg39, &obbacnb byMoemdn bocmdzsdans, MM oM (3 g 503056L, HmIg-
oz 3960 3meadab [56¢9) Lobobowo] o6 sMnb, 56 Mbos gbmomb 39339, go6-
s, LodgMol 403939 (whaws! i ashab-e soglr) semobms (N oY), -
bogmgoob Ggaombols (W sl o jix nahiyat-e magreb), bm@gb80bs (E p30)53)
5 Jodggemabo (S J1<)“.

' Jofonemals (sbmg@gds. a3. 145-157.

2 Sahrestaniha 1 Erangahr 2, 21, 34 (ed. Daryaee, 3. 13-15); in the same way, the Armenian
geography (Asxarhac‘oyc® v. 29 LR) gives pniutnh Iunpwuwt k‘owsti xorasan, pniuwnh
Tunppuipwit kowsti *xorbaran and pniuwnh ‘Lunng k‘owsti nmfoj.

3 Sahrestantha T Eransahr 58 (ed. Daryaee, a3. 16); also in al-TabarT (ed. de Goeje 1 894) ‘iaiy 1l
Jie1al isbahbad Adarbaygan ,the spahbed of Azerbaijan®.

* Asxarhac‘oyc® v. 29 Long Recension; cf. al-Ta“alibT .= & kuwar al-gabal ,the regions of the
mountains® (ed. Zotenberg, a3. 609, who translates ,,les districts de la Médie®), including Azerbaijan.

S FerdowsT Sahnama 43.3229-51 (ed. Mohl, vol. vi, a3. 272-75).

¢ Name-ye Tansar (ed. M. Minovi, g3. 54); trans. M. Boyce, The Letter of Tansar, Rome: IsSMEO,
1968, a3. 35.
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— 3503603 Rndnbmob Lodmgomadm mBolb MML, GomEmbol g3mbol 4
mgdbo semobms 8gx0b Godeb 1 ki Alan §ah bobEmmg gamzggdL oo 3mor-
3693L"; 30600 58abs, JoBormmo JHMbo3qgdo 33096493, HmB sbomasbom-
35d0 Jobfg 93356039 b0 Mobabs @s dmgs 3obol ddsmnggmo ngm s dofmszdo
3bMzgOMdEs, gmBomsd@g bodmgodo 3o 99@30(390L, MHMI ngo d53ModMsb
3989390987 5bgMdsngsbdn gond(3o%.

= mgboMobgdnbob dmgogHoma dgmdbyma s L3s@mbymo 3s30Mbo, Gm-
dgmo(z 396939936900 gaz303@nb Laboby®no mz3s300b 3gMamel (619:628
66.) bmbemg gomzgbal @MmL, sblbgbgdl domsombabmbabl, Labgemsw/Sahr-
Alanyozan/ (396d6. Zapodaveolov, L3s@b. §tr'l’nywe’n, §tr’l'nywe’n), Looos
Alan-yozan 3939635 sbbbs Gmame (s ,die Alanen bekimpfend”, 3o 39(360-
960 bgoogb (ymxnem) dom 3amoxl, marzban-b 6 spahbed-b, Hm3gemoaz aobo-
3980 9330380l ©HMgdom 9398093590 8ymay BHommgmab 3batgl?.

- Mool Mgaombdo L3sMbgm-smobms YMHMNgM™MJdggdal 33oemn
dgodmgds 0bgg 3bsbmo bobyzg@do 3Grm 3m3nnbol Mbbrmgdnsb 316 53ds-
b 3bg (AuBalovkng), 30bs3 gdacs (30bg 3ob3nal 3oMmmsb, Mmdgmos 3o3wnd
(488-531 66.) dobo goMms(33oemgdol dgdmga on3yMm. ngo 5@oMgdes 0Ma-
by Labgemb * ama-bazuka-b ,domongmagdom dgosGomgdamo®, HmIgmoa(s
SbEmmboss JoMmmm J6mbn3gddn dmblgbogdam mb 56d5Dm 30056% 56 0@ ogbals
(Itaxes), ob.6. VIII Loy gnbol obobyobda dmmgeby smobms 336debgdgema,
Amdgmoag MgomaMo ndymygdmes Abasgia- do s dobo Lobgmaz dmage-
ambgdl 0Mabyym &o@mmb byths / bidaxs / ,8950bbs(339m0” (A. dg@dbmmo
Mtééng, bmdbymo pnliwpfu bdeasx, Jofo. 3 / 0@0sbdn pa/ itiaxsi s +.9.)°

Lodmemme, dga30dmos ©ogabigbom, Gm3 Alan §ah s(ob 3oMosb@memo
Lobgmo (9ucm g3006 GFewn308dn) bLobsboy@n 0339l AMoommgom

! FerdowsI Sahnama 43.215, 231,237, 314 (ed. Mohl, vol. VII, g3.22-25, 30-31). Another Alan §ah
is mentioned anachronically after the death of Yazdegerd I the Unjust in AD 420 (gﬁhnﬁma 34.393
=ed. Mohl, vol. v, a3. 524-5). The title is also recorded as .51 Alansah by Hamza Isfahant (ed.
Beirut 1969, a3. 51-53: non vidi).

2 JoBomal (3bmg@gds. a3. 217; 85306 8939896 L3sMLMSBsb MMHBaD Fobgs dgbs mzbbs
obo s Imgs3aba, HmIgmbes g@dus JobMg 038s639%0. Imgas o RS doMEagL;
Theophyl. Sim. 1v.3.13 Xocpong... €mi 10 Adpafrydvov TV anddpacty EmemoinTo.

*P. Oxy. 3637 (AD 623); P. Oxy. 3797 (AD 624); BGU 2.377; D. Weber, Berliner Papyri, Pergamente
und Leinenfragmente in mittelpersischer Sprache, CII 111.4 (London: SOAS, 2003), 7-11, 31-2, 59-
61, 63-4, 112 (3. 136, 145, 172, 174, 256). The title also appears in Armenian sources: Movsés
Xorenaci m. 34 (ed. M. Abetean-S. Yarowt'iwnean, g3. 298-9) Upmtiunqutt Alanaozan;
Prawstos Bowzandaci1v. 38 (ed. K*. Patkanean, g3. 129) Unutiujnquiti Atanayozan, a Sasanian
general related to the Armenian ArSakuni dynasty in the service of Sabuhr II (Ap 309-79).

* Proc. Bell. 1.10.9-12; for 5635%¢)3 Anbazuk, v.1. 865b¢) 3 Abazuk see Jomonmal (3bmgzmgds. a3.
45-46. The Caspian Gates must be here Darial, since they are found ,as one passes beyond the
boundaries of Iberia“ (Bell. 1.10.3 dmepPavrt 8¢ Tovg IpMpwv Epovg).

5 Theoph. 603B oi Alavoi odv td Ttéén @ Kupie adTOV.
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(obogmgom) 3mgnb308dn sMbgdmemo marzban-obs, goMomnbab ,omebos
abobg“ 3obybabdggdgmo oEazeMmmM3babs, obbamal BgMmamda dmblbgbo-
98990 ,omabms LodmgMobe®, Mmdgmos smdsm sab Tabarl-b ,Sil-ob Hg-
30mbo s 5msbgdn®, s GgMnGmmns, MmMIgmbs(s, LobobaMo Ladggdwmseggdal
®0b5b3o, 53MbBEMMgdL ,AMoommgmal dbsmol sMogmms (afsbgmms)
56300l Jmago@bomooma® ("yl'n kwsty ZY "twlp’tk’n sp’hpty /Eran kust- Adur-
badagan spahbed/)". Lobgmo oGosma, BMIgmoas g3y J5dm@Rs, bogsMs-
MM, LaLEbYG 3gMameal Mgdabali(396(300s.

" Al-TabarT (ed. de Goeje 1895) 1 § | ger #ual:nahiyat SUl wa-Allan; for the seals see R. Gyselen,
Sasanian Seals and Sealings in the A. Saeedi Collection, Aclr 44, Leuven, 2007, a3. 272-277.
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DARIAL AND DARBAND AS A BORDER BETWEEN
EURASIAN STEPPE NOMADS AND NEAR EASTERN EMPIRES:
SOME NOTES ON THE PRE-ISLAMIC PERIOD

Agusti Alemany
Spain

From the first Cimmerian and Scythian inroads against Transcaucasia down to
the spread of Islam, the Caucasus appears in both Western and Eastern sources as
a geostrategic region between the nomadic populations of the Eurasian steppes and
the sedentary civilizations of the Near East. Since olden times, the territories of pres-
ent-day Georgia, Armenia and Azerbaijan underwent successive invasions by various
peoples of presumed Iranian or Turkic descent, like Scythians, Sarmatians, Alans,
Huns, Oghurs, Tiirkiit and Khazars.

The history of the West Eurasian Steppes begins with Herodotus’ report on the
Cimmerian and Scythian migrations through the Caucasus, which led to the destruc-
tion of the Urartian and Phrygian kingdoms and, according to the Halicarnassean,
established a short period of Scythian rule in the Near East'. This statement is cor-
roborated by the Neo-Assyrian sources of the Sargonid period about Gimirraja and
I8kuzaja, the Biblical Gomer and Askenaz, already mentioned in some letters from
the reign of Sargon II, but mostly in the queries to the Sungod Samas and the annals
from the time of Esarhaddon. Let it be said that there is also a nice tale in Georgian
tradition — an episode from Leonti Mroveli’s History of the Kings of Iberia — dated
just after the tower at Babylon, dealing with an attack by Khazars (and Ossetians) in
a remote past, dated by prince Vaxust some seventeen centuries before the Christian
era, clearly legendary and anachronical, but of interest inasmuch as it tries to justify
the presence of Northern nomads alien to the Caucasian nations — the Targamosianni—
since the most ancient times.

Even if it seems surprising, the characterization of the Caucasus as the northern
border of the Iranian empires of the Near East is not so usually found in the Classi-
cal sources. Once more, it is Herodotus who tells us that Achaemenid Persian rule
reached as far as the Caucasus mountains, the country north of the Caucasus paying
no regard to the Persians’; and a similar passage in Pliny the Elder says that the
kingdom of the Parthians is elevated upon the Caucasian chain between the Persian

! According to Hdt. 1.104.2, in their invasion of the Near East the Scythians ,,came by the upper
and much longer way, keeping the Caucasian mountains on their right* (v katonepbe 650v
TOAD HoKpOTEPNV EKTpOTOEVOL, &v de&if] Exovieg 10 Kovkdoiov 6pog), most probably through
Darband.

2 Hdt. m.97.4 péypt Kavkdotog Speog (£g tobto yap 10 8pog vmd Iéponot dpyetat, T 8 mpog
Bopénv dvepov Tod Kavkdaoiog Iepoéwv 00V &t ppovtilet).
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and Hyrcanian seas'. In a similar way, the Sasanian inscription of king Sabuhr I (AD
240-70) states that he ruled ,as far as the Caucasus and the Gate of the Alans“*; but
in any case we are often not informed about the exact location of the borders of these
empires to the North or the true nature and length of Iranian domination in the region.

In fact, Greek and Latin sources about the Caucasus are very scarce until Pom-
pey’s Eastern expedition during the Mithridatic Wars, which seems to have been the
source of most of the knowledge provided by Strabo’s geographical work. It is in his
work where we find for the first time the idea that the Caucasus ,,marks the boundary*
(Gpopilet) between the Eurasian steppes — in his work, the Sarmatian plains— on the
north and Albania and Iberia on the south®. A similar statement in Pomponius Mela
speaks of the Caucasus (for him, a part of the Taurus mountain range) as ,the bound-
ary of great peoples wherever it drives its ridge*.

Since the first century AD we are informed from time to time with some detail
about Darial and Darband, the main Caucasus passes (and military roads), both of
whom are given a variety of names through the different historical periods:

Darial:

[1] Ptol. v.9.11; 15 Zapuotixai [TvAot;

[2] Plin. v1.11 (12) Portae Caucasiae | v1.13 (15) Portae Hiberiae ,Caucasian |
Iberian Gates®.

[3] according to Plin. vz.11 (12) magno errore multis Caspiae dictae; cf. v1.13
(15); Tac. Ann. v1.33.3 Caspia via; Proc. Bell. virr.3.4 & Men. Prot. fi-. 6.1 (ed. Block-
ley) Kdomiaa | Kaoreion [Tvda.

[4] Parth.’I’'nn TROA /Alanan bar/, MPers.’I’ ' n BBA /Alanan dar/ ,Gate of the
Alans” ~ Arm. (pl.) gpniip Ujwiug drownk ' Alanac ' Pers. %7 . Dar-i Alan®

! Plin. vi.13 (15) namque Persarum regna, quae nunc Parthorum intellegimus, inter duo maria
Persicum et Hyrcanium Caucasi iugis attolluntur.

2 SKZ MPers. 2 OD pl’c OL *kpy *kwpy W-"I'n’n BBA /ta fraz 6 Kaf kof ud Alanan dar/; Parth.
2 HN prh§ OL kpy ®WRA W ’I’'nn TROA /yad fraxs§ 6 Kaf kof ud Alanan bar/; Gr. 3 [Eog éun)
plocbev] Kom 8povg kai muddv [Alalvév; cf. the inscriptions of Sabuhr’s great priest Kirdir in
the Kabe-ye Zardost, Nags-e Rostam and Sar Maghad (KKZ 12; KNRm 39; *KSM 18-19 MPers.
OD pl’c OL ’I'n’n BBA /ta fraz 6 Alanan dar/ ,as far as the the Gate of the Alans“, omitting
the Caucasus). All the inscriptions mention Armenia, Iberia, Machelonia, Albania and Balasagan
immediately before.

3 Strab. x1.2.15 a@opilet 8¢ [sc. dpog todto] mpog voTtov pev v te AAPoviay kol v Ipnpiov, Tpog
dpKtov 8¢ 10 TV Toppatdv Tedio.

* Mela Chor. 1.81 magnarum gentium qua dorsum agit terminus.

* The Armenian geography Asxarhac‘oyc® v.18 LR (ed. Soukry, g3. 26; trans. Hewsen, g3. 55)
places the Gates of the Alans among a people called Owlwpp Canark® (Gr. Zovapoiot, Ar.
4y {awad al-SanarTyah).

6 But cf. FerdowsT Sahnama 43.3243 (ed. Mohl, vol. v, a3. 274) i3yl & | rah-e Alanan ,the road
of the Alans*.
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Georg. womosemobn Darialani, wsmosems Dariala, Arab. . i Bab al-Lan (al-
Bal‘ami ) 2w Darband-e al-Lan), Russ. Japuvsan.
[5] Georg. omogzl-g0mn Aragviskari ,the Pass of the (river) Aragvi“ (K'C" 11).

Darband:

[1] Gr. A2pévion a1, Arm. nppniap Unniwlithg drownk Alowanic * ,Albanian
Gates®.

[2] Gr. Kéomiar [ToAar, Arm. gpniip Quuphg drownk * Kasbic * ,Caspian Gates®;
cf. Georg. dem3zl-30m0 zgvis-Kari ,,the Pass of the Sea” (K'C" 11-12).

[3] MPers. BBAbnd /Darband/ ,(locked/barred) Gate®, Pers. 2 o Darband (al-
Bal'ami ' ; ja 24w Darband-e Hazaran ,Gate of the Khazars®), Arm. Qwppwiiin
Darband, Georg. msmadsbon Darubandi, Russ. Jepbenm; cf. Ottoman Turkish der-
bent ,,mountain pass, a fortress commanding a frontier pass* > Modern Greek Aepfévi.

[4] Arm. Znliug wwhwl Honac " pahak ,,Guard of the Huns".

[5] Gr. T¢oup | T¢6v, Arm. &npuy | &nnuyy wyuahwl Coray | Colay pahak ,Guard
of Cor | Col*, Arab. gt ol Bab Siil.

[6] Arab. wufwi' ol Bab al-Abwab ,the Gate of the Gates* (~ Heb. axzabs 24z
in the Jewish-Khazar correspondence), alSO wui w¥!y il al-Bab wa'l-Abwab ,the
Gate and the Gates® or just L al-Bab ,the Gate®, an emirate ruled by the Hasimids
(869-1075) until the Seljug conquest.

Given that in earlier periods the passes are just mentioned incidentally as the
scene of historical events but not paid further attention, let us try to gain some knowl-
edge from the above evidence. The names of the passes are often related to steppe no-
madic peoples (Sarmatians, Alans, Huns, Khazars) who successively held sway over
them or, at least, used to raid the southern lands from time to time by crossing them.
On the other side, even if seldom, they are also called after the Transcaucasian king-
doms which eventually controlled them, namely Iberia and Albania. Because of its
geographical location, Darband was sometimes named after the Caspian Sea, and so
was also Darial, but in this case wrongly, as already stated by Pliny, probably because
of a confusion between both of them, due to their remoteness. Finally, their Persian
names have become usual in the West through Georgian and Russian, most probably
owing to the protracted control of the Transcaucasian region by Iranian empires.

The passes are commonly designated as ,gates“ (Gr. moAon, Lat. portae, Arm.
nnnitup drownk®, Parth. TROA /bar/, MPers. BBA /dar/ / BBAbnd /darband/, Pers.
24+ dar(band), Arab. Ll bab, pl. .l sl abwab), whereas Arm. wuhuwlj pahak
»guard“ suggests their role as defensive posts. The very name of Darband, meaning
»(locked/barred) gate“ (cf. MPers. bstny, bnd- /bastan, band-/ ,to tie, bind*, Pers. ;i
bastan ,to bind, shut, close up®) refers to the fact that its control allowed to block ac-
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cess to eventual enemies'; this idea is extant in Gr. kKAeloo0pa ,narrow pas, defile”, to
some extent a calque from Lat. clausura because of its suffixation, but actually from
K\eio ,to shut, close, bar®, first attested by Procopius in a Caucasian context and
most probably a translation of the Persian term?. As for Darial, physical ,gates barred
up with beams shod with iron“ are already mentioned by Pliny, as well as ,a fortress
in a rock on this side, called Cumania and erected for the purpose of preventing the
passage of the innumerable tribes (lying beyond) — the habitable world being there
severed (into two parts) by the gates™.

However, now and again various sources bear witness that the gates could be
opened at will to let allied troops come through; for example,

— in AD 35 the king of Iberia and the king of Albania ,gave the Alans a passage
through their country, opened (dvoi&avtec) the Caspian Gates (Darial) to them and
brought them upon Artabanus (on Tiberius’ request) *;

— Xosrov 1II, king of Armenia (r. AD 222-238) ,opened (banal) the Gates of the
Alans (Darial) and the stronghold of Cor (Darband); he brought through the army of
the Huns in order to attack Persian territory“’;

— according to the Georgian chronicles, Mirian, king of K art‘li (Ammian’s Meri-
banes, AD 284-361), continuously waged war on the Khazars, ,for the Khazars would
come and besiege Daruband in order to capture it and open (gamages) the broad pass,
from where they began to invade Persia“®.

' Cf. Asxarhacoyc® v.18 LR (ed. Soukry, p. 27; trans. Hewsen, p. 57), where Darband is called
Yuyy b nmint kap ew dowin ,the lock and gate®.

2 Cf. Proc. Bell. 11.29.25 kketoopag Exnvilovteg tag toladtag 06600g Popadiot kodobow ,the
Romans call the roads through such passes kleisourai in Greek®; Theoph. Sim. vi.14.8 ta
Eyvpopata 1@V Swpdcemv... kKAeloodpag T matpio Popaiot povij drokakelv tadta gidbacty
»the strong points of the passes... the Romans are accustomed to call them kleisourai in their
ancestral tongue®; cf. Tac. Ann. v1.33, where ,the enemy had closed off the other passes” (cum
alios incessus hostis clausisset).

*Plin. vi.11 (12) ubi fores obditae ferratis trabibus... citraque in rupe castello quod vocatur Cumania
conmunito ad arcendas transitu gentes innumeras, ibi loci terrarum orbe portis discluso.

* Flav. Tos. Ant. Tud. xvii.97 Alavodg 8¢ diodov avtoic d1d6vteg S tiig avtdv kol tag 0Opag tog
Koaomiog avoifavteg éndyovot 1@ Aptafave; cf. Tac. Ann. vi.33 sed Hiberi locorum potentes
Caspia via Sarmatam in Armenios raptim eff<und>unt ,but the Iberians, who controlled the
strategic points, suddenly poured the Sarmatians into Armenia by the Caspian Route*.

* Agat‘angetos 19 (ed. G. Tér Mkrtc‘ean—St. Kanayeanc®, p. 16) ki putiw) qppniiu Ujmiug b
q&npuy wwhwlhi, hwk) qqopu Zntiug, wuyunuly nuk) h §nnuwbu Mupuhg ew banal
zdrowns Alanac® ew zCoray pahakin, hanel zzérs Honac', aspatak dnel i kotmans Parsic".

¢ K-art'lis C*xovreba (ed. Qauxc‘isvili, p. 66) G850 8mz0@0sb boboMmba ©s 8mowanab
oMdobeL, Homodi3s Bofomgl s godomgl oMo Gofomm, o dgbom abygb aobem-
300 L3s@mboms bywes rametu movidian Xazarni da moadgian Darubands, rat‘amca cariges da
gamages kari p‘art‘o, da munit® icqes gaslvad Sparst‘a zeda. Georg. bobo@mbo Xazarni ,Khazars®
is probably a general designation for Eurasian steppe nomads (better than ,Northern Barbarians®)
after Juanser Juanseriani’s 8th-9th century background, similar to Arm. Znup Honk® ,Huns" in
Classical Armenian writers.
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— under P&roz (Ap 457-84) the Persians ,opened (bac‘in) the Gates of the Alans,
brought out a large contingent of Huns and fought for a year with the king of the
Albanians“'.

— Procopius, writing ca. AD 551-3, stated that the spurs of the Caucasus ,extend
as far as those very passes which provide entrance (&yovowv) for the Hunnic nations
inhabiting that region into both Persian and Roman territory. One of these passes is
called Tzur (Darband), while the other has been named Caspian Gate (Darial) from
ancient times"?.

— in compliance with the treaty of Dara between Justinian and Kosrow [ Antisirvan,
also known as the Fifty Year Peace (AD 561-2), ,through the pass at the place called
Tzon (Darband) and through the Caspian Gates (Darial) the Persians shall not al-
low the Huns or Alans or other barbarians access (mépodov moteicOat) to the Roman
Empire, nor shall the Romans either in that area or on any other part of the Persian
frontier send (otéAlewv) an army against the Persians®.

In this or similar ways, the sources illustrate the policies carried out by southern
empires, so as to prevent nomads from crossing the mountains — or with the aim of
making use of them as short term allies against occasional enemies. Beginning with
the period of the Romano-Parthian ‘Cold War’ in the first century AD, a series of ep-
isodes scattered throughout the sources provide evidence on the history of the main
military roads running across the Caucasus. The important role played by them in the
frequent clashes between north and south finally led to the erection of massive forti-
fications in Eastern Transcaucasia under the Sasanians, who appointed local rulers to
protect the marches. Later, after the stalemate of the Arab-Khazar wars, the Caucasus
was to become one of the Northern boundaries of the Muslim world until the Mongol
conquests and the Islamization of the steppes under the Golden Horde.

1 would like to center my attention now on the connection of Darial to the Alans.
Even if they burst into historical arena by crossing Darial —with Iberian permission—
in AD 35, the route of their other early Transcaucasian raids is somewhat uncertain®,

! Etisé (ed. E. Tér Minasean, p. 198) pughti qppnitiu Ujwbiug ke hwht gnitg puqmd h
Zntiug, b nnikgut mwuph vh puy Unnuwithg wppugh bacin zdrowns Alanac® ew hanin
gownd bazowm i Honac"®, ew kfowec‘an tari mi ond Alowanic* ark‘ayi.

2 Proc. VIIL.3.4 £g 106 d1e£080v¢ £€ikvodvtar antag ol T tde drnuéva Ovvvika £0vn £g yijv v
1€ [epo®v kai Popciov dyovsty. dvrep atépa pév Tlovp émikékintar, 1 8& & étépa [TUAN €k
nmohood Kaonio £xdn0m.

* Men. Prot. fr. 6.1 (ed. Blockley) dg 1 tiig otevomopiag tiig £i66d0v 10D Aeyopévov ydpov TEov
kol v Kaoniov moddv un éegivar [époag 1 Obvvoug 1} Akovovg fj Etépoug BapPapovg mépodov
moteicbon kata Tig Popaiov émkparteiog, uite 8¢ Popaiovg &v avtd dnmov @ YOp® Pite Py
£v gAlolg Mndwoig Opioig otpdrevpa otéhde katd [lepcdv.

*In AD 72 allowed by the king of Hyrcania through the Tron Gates, maybe coming from the steppes
east of the Caspian (Flav. los. Bell. Iud. 7, 244-251) and in AD 135 against Albania, Media, Armenia
and Cappadocia (Cass. Dio 69.15.1), most probably through the Caucasus (via Darband?).
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Later Classical sources are mostly silent about the activity of the Alans North of
the Caucasus in the following centuries until the period of the Byzantine-Persian
wars, but Georgian and Armenian chronicles allow us to catch some glimpses of their
whereabouts in semi-legendary episodes like the annihilation by king Amazasp II
(185-89) of an Ossetian army which came down the road of Dvalet‘i (gza Dvaletisa)
with the aim of destroying Mc xet"a', the defeat by Va¢‘e Mamikonean (AD 330/38)
of Sangsan, king of the Mazk owtk", whose army included Alans and Huns among
many other peoples?, or Vaxtang Gorgasali’s epic war on Ossetia —crossing Darial— as
a reprisal for a previous plundering expedition led by the Ossetians through Darband
during his childhood®.

There can be little doubt that the Alans became associated with Darial in the
Sasanian period, not only because the first attestations of the toponym date from
Sabuhr I’s reign (Parth. / MPers. Alanan bar / dar), but also on the basis of various
additional evidence which, however, dates mostly from the Late Sasanian period,
after the quadripartite division of the empire by Kosrow I Anaistrvan, with a general
(spahbed) at the head of the forces in each region or district (MPers. kust ,side, di-
rection®). The four quarters were usually named after the cardinal points: thus, kust
1 xwarasan (E), kust T xwarwaran (W) and kust T némroz (S)*. Contrarily, the North-
ern (in fact, North-Western) quarter is never found as *kust T abaxtar, which points
to an apotropaic practice, since the North was held to be the region of demons,
but associated with Atropatene (kust T Adurbadagan)?, the Caucasus (Arm. pniutnh
Yuuynh k*owsti Kapkoh < Pahl. Kaf kof)® and, most strikingly, the Alans. There
is overwhelming evidence for this last assumption, even if it is scattered throughout
the sources:

— according to Ferdowsi, who wrongly attributes the quadripartite reform to
Kosrow II Parvéz (ap 590-628), this king divided the world in four parts and sent
four detachments of 12,000 men to the Byzantine border (W #s. = marz-e Rim),
Zabolestan (S <L), the road of the Alans (N %1 «l rah-e Alanan) and the Hep-
hthalite border in Korasan (E Jlus ;  marz-e Heital)'.

' Kart'lis C*xovreba (ed. Qaux¢isvili, pp. 55-57).

? P‘awstos Bowzandaci 1.7 (ed. K*. Patkanean, p. 15).

* K art‘lis C*xovreba (ed. Qaux¢“isvili, pp. 145-157).

4Sahrestaniha 7 Eransahr 2, 21, 34 (ed. Daryaee, pp. 13-15); in the same way, the Armenian geography
(Asxarhac‘oyc® v.29 LR) gives pniunnh Iunpuwuwil k‘owsti xorasan, pniunnh unppuipui
kowsti *xorbaran and pniutnh ‘Uunng k‘owsti nmioj.

5 Sahrestaniha T Erandahr 58 (ed. Daryaee, p. 16); also in al-Tabarf (ed. de Goeje 1 894) faiis il
Jie1oa) isbahbad Adarbaygan ,the spahbed of Azerbaijan®.

¢ Asxarhac‘oyc‘ v.29 Long Recension; cf. al-Ta‘alib a2 ,4& kuwar al-gabal ,the regions of
the mountains® (ed. Zotenberg, p. 609, who translates ,les districts de la Médie“), including
Azerbaijan.

7 FerdowsT Sahnama 43.3229-51 (ed. Mohl, vol. v, pp. 272-275).

46



— in a similar way, the Letter of Tansar states that ,no ther man who is not of the
people of our [sc. the Sasanian] household should be named King, except for the
Lords of the Marches ( s La.al aghab-e sogir) of Allan (N %), the region of the
West (W w jas <zuali nahiya t-e magreb), Karazm (E » ) s3) and Kabol (S Ju<)“.

— during the civil war with Bahram C6bin four verses in FerdowsT’s epic attribute
the title =L% /1 Alan $3h ,king of the Alans® to Kosrow Parvéz;? besides, the Geor-
gian chronicles tell that during his youth K‘asre Ambarvez was the ruler of Ran and
Movakan and resided in Bardav, while Theophylact Simocatta states that he fled to
Azerbaijan before his clash with Bahram?®.

— some Greek and Persian papyri from Oxyrhynchus dating back to the Sasani-
an occupation of Egypt (AD 619-628) under Kosrow Parvéz mention a high officer
named /Sahr-Alanyozan/ (Gr. Zoparoveolav, MPers. Str’l’'nywce’n, Str’l'nywc’n),
where Alan-yozan has been explained by Weber as ,,die Alanen bekidmpfend“, which
allows to see him as a (former) margrave, a marzban or spahbed in charge of the side
of the North, temporarily transferred to Egypt®.

— traces of Persian-Alan interaction in the Darial region can still be gained from
Procopius’ passage on Ambazouces (Appalovknc), a Hun who held the fortress at the
Caspian gates — taken over by Kavad (ap 488-531) after his death — but who bore an
Iranian name *ama-bazuka — ,having arms with power”, close to that of the Ossete
Anbazuk mentioned by the Georgian chronicles’; or from Itaxes, a lord of the Alans
in the beginning of the 8th c. AD, actually operating in Abasgia, but whose name is
still reminiscent of the Iranian title bythS /bidaxs/ ,vicerroy“ (cf. Gr. mmidéng, Arm.
pntiwohu bdeasx, Georg.3s/08nsbdo pa/itiaxsi, etc.)°.

' Name-ye Tansar (ed. M. Minovi, p. 54); trans. M. Boyce, The Letter of Tansar, Rome: ISMEO,
1968, p. 35.

2 FerdowsT Sahnama 43.215, 231, 237, 314 (ed. Mohl, vol. vi, pp. 22-25, 30-31). Another Alan $§ah
is mentioned anachronically after the death of Yazdegerd I the Unjust in AD 420 (Sﬁhnﬁma 34.393
= ed. Mohl, vol. v, p. 524-5). The title is also recorded as =L.Z3*I Alansah by Hamza Isfahant (ed.
Beirut 1969, p. 51-53: non vidi).

* Krart'lis C*xovreba (ed. Qauxci§vili, pp. 217) 85306 89939856 L3sHLe6sb MHnbro aby(ze
dgbo zblbs Mabo o Imgszobo, MmMIgmbs gfMdas Jobg ddaMggda. dmgzoms ©s oR©S
dofogl masin mep eman Sparst*aman Urmizd misc‘a dzesa t*vissa Rani da Movakani, romelsa
erk‘ua K asre Ambarvezi. movida da dadzda Bardavs; Theophyl. Sim. 1v.3.13 Xocpong... ént 10
Adpafrydvov Ty amddpacty Enenointo.

*P.Oxy. 3637 (AD 623); P.Oxy. 3797 (aD 624); BGU 2.377; D. Weber, Berliner Papyri, Pergamente
und Leinenfragmente in mittelpersischer Sprache, CII n1.4 (London: SOAS, 2003), 7-11, 31-2,
59-61, 63-4, 112 (P. 136, 145, 172, 174, 256). The title also appears in Armenian sources: Movsés
Xorenaci m.34 (ed. M. Abetean—S. Yarowt‘iwnean, pp. 298-299) Ujmltwunqui Alanaozan;
P*awstos Bowzandac‘i 1v.38 (ed. K*. Patkanean, p. 129) Unutwjnqut Atanayozan, a Sasanian
general related to the Armenian Ardakuni dynasty in the service of Sabuhr II (Ap 309-379).

* Proc. Bell. 1.10.9-12; for s635%¢ 3 Anbazuk, v. 1, s35%¢ 3 Abazuk see K art‘lis C*xovreba (ed.
Qauxci8vili, pp. 45-46). The Caspian Gates must be here Darial, since they are found ,as one
passes beyond the boundaries of Iberia“ (Bell. 1.10.3 vmepBavtt 6¢ Tovg IBpawv dpovg).

¢ Theoph. 603B oi Alavoi odv td Ttéén @ Kupie adTOV.
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All in all, we can conclude that Alan $ah is a variant name (in later tradition) for
the marzban of the North(west)ern quarter of the Sasanian empire, the grandee in
charge of FerdowsT’s ,road of the Alans“ and the ,March of Allan“ mentioned in the
Letter of Tansar, probably part of TabarT’s ,region of Siil and the Alans® and the area
controlled by the ,commander general of the army of the Aryans (Iranians), side of
the North“ (’yl’'n kwsty ZY twlp’tk’n sp’hpty /Eran kust-T Adurbadagan spahbed/) of
the Sasanian seals'. The name Darial, which has survived to this date, is most proba-
bly a reminiscence of the Sasanian period.

" Al-TabarT (ed. de Goeje 1895) %1 4 | sz 5ual nahiyat SGl wa-Allan; for the seals see R. Gyselen,
Sasanian Seals and Sealings in the A. Saeedi Collection, Aclr 44, Leuven: Peeters, 2007, pp. 272-
2717.
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&36306010 INLSNOL, INLSGIB3NOL KD JOLSINNL
0LEMAHNMB3AOBVNNL I3MRIBGNS XHI-XVII LL.
RQILO3TINMIBAMSIR, JOAONIRXR RO LMIbIA

RM3IJ3I6&I6 6Joc@MISAN)

abs 3m3sdmga
0bgmdnoob mybdndeno s, mabgon

395 Lo 3Nbggdal JoMmmm o bmdby®m BgMommdoo Bystimgdda, XVII-
XVIII bb-ob ob@mGonm o gobmamogonm modgms@nmado 30335bombal
3ma356M0 gl (396@Msmma Bsbomoal BOnmmgmom 3gdstg Ggendm-
00bd 5 30bo dmbobmgmdal s@bgMmabsol gmbmbada Job@n ablgbogds bbgs-
3bbgs Imeognzsznnm: Jnbmgda, Jobgda, Job@gda. 50badbymn §obmbadg-
30l 6563mddbol, docmn 360d369mmdabs @ mm3amada300l dbgdol magal
MHMdy gobobomogmbyb XIX-XX L. gmbmamaggdo s hmamm 30335600l
dg3Lbbogmgmo 833mg36gda (6. don, o. 3gbgmmal 30, 3. 35&39bm3z0, 3. 3meo-
9338™30, b. 3MmMbazL30, 3. 3G 3m30, 3G gEIM0, g. 3MN3bmaa, . Hmdsjady,
6. baadg, o. Jo3bgmadzomo, g. cmgmdgomo s bbg.)'.

q0bmbnd JobBgdol doMggmow dmblgbngdal Logmazgmmomm smasmgd-
@0 60dmdns 56560s oMo g0l ,bLm3byMo ggmamozonb® Ggdb@o, bawss
LaM3s@G 00l bambms dmEal bablbgbgdos JnbE (JobEg) bomba?. 3 babgembm-
©09%0b 3396000 bosbmmgzgg Jomamnm Job@osb, sgfmgmag ,LmbyE ggmads-
30530 Jnb@gdob mmzamadazns (3bo398gmgdabs s gEsdsytgmagdals
606, oo smdscmmdaom, 53a356 dgomgdol abadgzgdl bral. mmgn 93 go-
93mgdslb doMombmBngMaw dogoRbggm, 35dnb &gmdab Job@ob Bocdmdm-
3oL MM ao@snbgsl sMaagz006gL VII b-30g, 96 303 HRO™ sM0bogm
bobodg. 335bmabagy, LoynGemmgdms d93wmgan gocgdmgds(s: sMgdnabay-
3969930b g3mdab @ 3mgdmog yzgmes bmdbn@ Bysmmdn sMbao o6 oMol bab-
Lbgda gmbogyma &gMdnbo JnbE S (JobG3), FMIgmbas sz 93306 gdL0m
Reomm 39335L0sb.

3bo0s, gmbmbo ,Jab@0“ Mmdsym, LmdbnE s JoGoym JOmbozqd-
do og0dboMgdednyg oo bbom sMmg s@bgdmdms. sbggg dgbadmagdgmos
90bmb0dgdal — ,JabEobs" s ,dsbogab* Bbasgbgdalb dgbobgd gg@boal Bo-
3myqbgda(3; 3vgamoma, Mog abGmEanm bysmmado gbzgdom (36mdgdl 3¢-

! Mapp H. f. KaBka3ckne TeMeHHBIC Ha3BaHUA M MeCTHBIC mapaiurenn. I1., 1922, a3. 33; Be-
cenoBckuid A. H. Heckonbko reorpaduueckux u dTHOTpadUUecKuX cBeneHu o apeBHel Poc-
CHH U3 PaccKa30B HTANbSHIEB. 3amucku Pycckoro I'eorpaduueckoro O0mecTBa (M0 OTACICHHIO
stHOrpadun), T. 2, CIIb., 1869, a3. 16.

? Iarkanos K. IT. Apmsuckas reorpadus VII B. CIIB., 1877. a3. 28, 30.

49



g Jomadgddg dmogma Gm3gdab ,Jobo@gdob® magmabbdol dgbabgd,
m8madbag bmgoghoo 333mg3060 ©omgb@bym GmIgdmsb sngnggdl; o6
300093, 3m3gMmbob ,0m0ssd0" 560l (36mds, Hmd Lbzosbbgs dm3s3d0Mg-
@0 M3D376L dmEob mbsmgbogg GEMmMab ababdamgdma s3sdmbgdol gom-
5 3o3m3boEs ,Jobggmms maddemnz”. 93sbmabagg, dgagndmos 0d god-
Bob 3mbLEGSGNMgda(3, MM babs sBasLy s LadbMgm 39339b08d0, 39Gdm
3°335b0mbols bombos B0bsmg-baddmdemmlb Dmbsdn, oMLYdMAL dEMsgzsma
9603569m0b Bbasgbo Gm3mboda. 535 o9 08 3gd8mbzg3o3dn, Bmbsmgbomds 56
03039mMs dgbodmgdgmos mdogd@Mem oanbogl (56 — wemymeam of-
bgb) dgmamgdomo 3omgmagbgBognmn 33mg3900L 39d39mdom. dmmosbm-
3530, Aggbl bgmom sMLbgdmmo abGmEonm-sbomm3mmmaonta dobomagdo
33535M510950698b, M3 53 303mmgbab 39M0g3035(300L 3gML3ggE 0z o43L.

Joom byommgddo gobmbodn Job@o XIII Loy 3mbgdmg o6 obbgbogds.
XIII b. Joorme JGmbozodn, Mm3gemda(z 8mzgdymos 3og3obosda dmbabmyg
77 65embob bos, 0bgydgmol mal badmasmgdsms d0bsM7dmsb gMmaw ab-
L960gd0s6 JobBgda (Jod@gdan), Mo ELEYMgdNmas (36mdama Jofmzg-
™o 39335L0ommmaol o. dogbgmodzamal 653Gm3dn'. Bgbodmmas, gb d0s603-
693L ,LmBbMo ggmamognal” §g4bEdn, DmgogFma bbgs gmbogyma babgem-
bmegdol dbaogbow, §gMmdnb JobGal aoamgdocm dmggz0sbm (sMomamgl
XII-XIV bL.) bobals Rsbommgddby.

XIII b. JoGrommo JBmbogzol 39dmga gobmboda Job@o bdnmow azbzwmgds
XVII b. Jomorme byseimgdda, bowsz ngo d3ognme asdmaygbgds bodn go-
6036 xanxeb -8w. Job@bzolb (Jotm. Jab@goab-Bysmo, nbamd. s68bn)?
bgmdadn 3(3bmzMgdo mammagmms, ggMabob bgmdol Dgdm Bsboembes s .
Robon-sGm9bol Lamagol 8330000 dmbabmagmdol (8s0bEobs s Jombal-
&ob Ladmasmgdgdn) dodstom. bndsbmdmogns, MmA gsdmRgbaema 8g(360-
96-39335bommmanl o. g963mb s3@mM0GgGNma sSBHom, ,350b@gmagdabe
3 dombob@gmgdal gbsdn XIX b-dn dgodhbgmes Rghbymdg macm dg@0 ab-
amdn@o bodygzgdo™. bodsmmzggmmb 8mbobdmagmg 53 memdgdolb dmbabemgmds
39635 0ym (36mdomo HmamM(z JoMmggmagdal, aby GLgdabomgal, Mow-
356 XVI-XVII bb-30 o goom@s 3. mgfgol Monmboosb bojstomggmmb g6
803s35emn gemBmdgdal badsmdmy@m abe.

! MapxenumBman A. Y. Y3 uctopun B3aMMOOTHOLICHHH MEXKIY TPY3UHCKUM U YeUEHO-HHTYIL-
ckuM Haponamu. ['posubii, 1963, a3. 39.

2800. mggab Jomggnbs dgbsgomn, gMmgzal mambab LodbGHgmom. Job@nbzalb dg. abandey-
0 bobgmBmegdas mobgomn-bon, 8ol bgmdal 30 06a3Mdgdn MBmEydgb mabzoma-Romgl.
90bmboda ,momms® 0bamdgdal mznmbobgmbmmgdals §MBLIMN3(300L Bamd8maa 9bl
(>38)-

3 Tenko A. H. M3 KynsTypHOTO MPOILIOr0 WHIYIIEH. 3alMCKU KOJUIETHH BOCTOKOBEIOB MPH A3H-
arckom mysee Akanemun Hayk CCCP. 1.V, JI., 1930, a3. 683.
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XVII b. Jotrornem s Ggbaem ©mindgbdnm bystmgddo abadgdmasb
96mo@ Ly3dsmeE bdoMow 0bbgbogds gmbmbado JobBo s Job@gda; obg do-
33M0Md, 3dbms 3gx0b — 0gedymobol dogm 1635 b. d9Mdbym gbsdg s-
bgFoo boggmo, GBmIgmocs o@Em3memod bogogmmglb dgmenmmdoo Bom-
3536035 Jomomggmads gemhgdds aomabzgb Mybgomolb bgmdboggl dobgoem
356m3L, 4303(36mdL: 04, Yoo gom356980L bosbmmggbs (3. dogn sfsg-
300 bomagg — 038).) 0o Agcggbo dnmbgdol Lodgmmdgmmb dmEal babem-
396 dobBon, mbo s 30g3 bbgs dGsgama bamba®. 39335Lb0mmmaosda (36m-
doeos, Mm3 ,, 35 396980 gobmbad ,momemab” MHbemo GFMbLbymMmIs(snss,
boaemem gobmboda ,mbo® 3og3oboals 333mggetms dagfm asngogzgdamos me-
6589006m39 Mbadmsb'. 1637 B.LoJoMmggmmda Ladsbybm g0boGom dmags-
mo Obgomob 890l gemBmds (0. gme3mbbgobs ©s o. bgs@mazolb bgmaddmgs-
bgmmdom), 03bsbs mgody@mad I-bs o DMad sMsazalb gfabmagl dm@als
363939 ©o3060b30Mgdalb godm, adymgdyma gobos dggzgoms 3sM3MyEo:
Mool bgmdosb Lmbgmal (bgsbgmal) d3gysbodg aogmoab bosgma
3o bgmdol ©absbyolbdngg, d9boommzggdal ©¢dbgdowsb gowsnbznglb dw.
JobE0bzob — mgMaolb ghm-gMmo g39Mmomoa, doMg3qbs dgbszowal, bgmds-
do. 5d0b dg3am3 gemhmdals obEmMomo bgmoggbo gsgmdgmes bggzbymg-
o0l s ogdgmob gogmom 3obgomabs3gb. Gbyma gemfmdol dgbmmmdmogo
Loos (1637 6.) a353(36mdL dsmn dgbzgmal dgbobgd mgodn@sd 3ggal bom-
abo360mgdmab Job@gbdn, 564 JobBgdoo obsbmgdmm mJdn;dsmmamons,
9L gobmboda &qdLE3dn oMEadam o6 oMl Jomnmgdmmoa, oydze bgmdada
3009 IGBmmdgmms ©946980b* gogmoo Gabgmal gmRgdol 83 bagmmdals
smBgMommdol g@omma sbamnbabal 0339mgds gobmamogonmo dmbs-
(399900, BM3magdo(z s@abENMdgb, HMI gb 3 bs LEmM g 8cnsb nbyndgmdy
3900mEs. ,9b ©]69d0 30bsMNb MMngg badoMby aym gobmsgqgdama. o,
dmado, Labmgdo dgobss. domon 3035353900 Ry g b yonsodg 0dmbgdnsb,
Jomgdol 003b5dMo3L 3o babggzato sdabals Lodsmmol GJobgda dmenm
53939698L%. Jommgdol mogbedmmsgal dgbobgd Mbyma Igbemmdmngo ool
53 360d36gmmgabo (36mdgd0lb gomgamabbnbgdoo(,obomma Mgqdn”), 53-
3ofds, Mmd 83 dgdmbgggedn Loydomns Jomolb mbogsmaE dzgmabandym
®03b0d M3y — ,3Abambd", Mm3gmoag s Jgmmmams dogm XV-XVIII
LL. 1383 0baydN@ ©3emEs3530d oGadboMmgdama dmab (30bgbodogMgms
obemmb (3gsboma, 96bo, am@s 30, Bombobo, ganzomo, mamando)? 30335L00b

' TTonueBktoB M. Matepunaisl Mo HCTOPUH TPY3HHO-PYCCKUX B3aUMOOTHOLICHHH, 1615-1640 rr.
T, 1935, a3. 118; Kymesa E. H. Hapoast Ceseproro Kaskasa u ux casu ¢ Poccueit. Bropas
nonosuHa XVI - 30-e rr. XVII B. M., 1963, a3. 67.

2PTAIA. @oun ,Ipy3unckue gena“. 3, wr. 302-303. Korust XVII B.; [TonmeBkro M. Marepuaribt
0 UCTOPHH TPY3MHO-PYCCKUX B3aUMOOTHOMIEHUH, 1615-1640 rr. 93. 251; Cemenos JI. I1. Cxknen
¢ ¢peckamMu B HHTYLICKOM ceneHnn Jrukai. U3sectus Yeweno-Uurymekoro HUUY, T. 11, BeI. 1,
Hcropus, Iposneiid, 1960, a3. 49.
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RO obGMBonm-3nm@GaOnm LogMzgdo 50badbyma Lobgmdal Jomms
®03badMa30 IbmmmE 0bgMdgmal GgMmoGmmnsdy a3bzogds. 3oMEmama-
goggeo dobomgdalb dgsmgdomo dgbbogmabsl ,Job@gbob® (56 Job@gomal)
mdob ggmafogogmo mm 3omods300 gdmbgggs mebsdgmmgg 0bamdgomal
Bgo@mEnsl, 39Mdme, dab bLadbGgom dmnsbgmabs s dmabbabgmol 6sBo-
mgdb.

XVIII b. mgogosmae dodormm bodnmgdda abgdgonl 8omal Labmgs-
©mMgdsms dmbabmgmdolb a39Mmoo bszdsme bdoMew gmbmbada Job@o s
JobBgdo(s 0bbgbogdasb. 53539 bobol godmbgboemn JoMmzgmo abGmGom zmbo
5 39mamogn 356G dog@s@nmbo sbggg Job@gdow Imablbgbogdl 3. o-
3bob bgmdob d0bomgdl. 1745 6. §Mod@o@dn ,LadoMmmggmmb ggmamaggns®
396930 Job&gmal J99sbob 0g0gbamgdl goMogbal (ggMHabob bgmds dmo-
o6 0bgy3gmdn) Dgdmom, 03039 8. 5®3bodg’. goms 580bo, Jomgzgmoms 8m-
30k bs39 bambgdal smBgHnbab, Job@gdbdyg Lomdmabsl, 3obnd@o abandgomanls
o 56a 389l ,9bamLE 0L Lobgmaom dmabligbogdbZ.

90bmbodo Job@ o 56 Job@gdn bdoMsw Bodbofogds 83839 3gMommal myn-
(3096 Jotornm ©m3dgb@gddo. Jofmggmo 3g(360gMn 3. cmmamdgomo
®030L bLEOG0sd0 oM m-350bsb G0 dmeoGoinco NAMogHNmMdgdal
abEmEnoesb XVIII bagy3nbolb 8gmeg babgzemde® (1964 6.) 0dmb3dgdl 1754
Brmoor osmsMomgdam ©m3ndgbdnm Bysmmb, bawsg smbgMamoas @omgl-
Gbgm BgmEsmms MsD3dal mo3000LbTs Joommbs s 3obgmbdyg, Mab gsdms
Jofmzgm 399990L mgadn@mobbs s gfgzmal sGedbmemme bs mmamo bod-
bgtm domagdol LB Fmdomadgds, sMedgm dmzszdomg hnmm o3 3o-
Logem dmogmms EsbobdsMgdmow Imbdmdsz obgnMesm. JoMmgzgmgdmab
9o bod@mdmmaggmom hsdmbmo dmngmms MobD3gdolb dgdawaqgbemmdada
0y3696 ,BgMJgDgd0, xodgdo (RgoMobgdo-0bamd.) s Jod@gdn*. 539 Mbros
300603bmb JoGon- 30bgmal dgg0b — 9g3emg II-0b dog@ 1786 b. Job@ o doem-
93 RoRndgomolb Labgmbyg go3gdnmo Bysmmdob Loggmo Lojomggmmb
b0bodg 03 930b0b3bgmal oo ©adbabyMgdobamgal. boggmal &q4b@dn
3300b9g9mmdo: ,A396, LENMosE bodsMmggmmb 85539356 0Ms3ema gmEgd
Job@ Rohndzomb domon 3l a4s63m6gbgo Lamame gamhAs Bgmabowdn 33000
domRoemabs...4 33mo35(5 B3960L gBmammob bLadboba@al 8mBownby nysag™®.

! Barparnonn Baxymru. I'eorpadus. 3anucku KaBkasckoro otmena Pycckoro I'eorpaduueckoro
obmectsa. [lerepOypr, 1904, XXIV, Bbim. 5, 33. 78.

? ,Kapkasckuii ropen”. IIpara, 1924, Nel, a3. 49-50.

3 Toromwmu I. T. I3 uctopun rpy3MHO-BEHHAXCKUX MOJUTHYCCKUX B3aMMOOTHOIIEHHUH BO BTO-
poii monosune X VIII Bexa. M3pectus Yeweno-Hurymckoro HUU, 1964, V, Bem. 1, a3. 152.

* Eqbym gumo bob@gdsda 1 dsmRama 60 30303L (396 (3bmom) NEMMmEgdms.

3 ToromBunu I.J]. VI3 ucTopuy rpy3uHO-BEHHAXCKUX MOITUTHYECKUX B3aMMOOTHOIICHHI BO BTOPO
nonosuHe XVIII Beka. g3. 153.
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Jomnggmgdbes s 0bgdgdl dmEal bombmmdn sGbgdmoa bLadbgom o
3@ 0gnmo 3mb@od@gdalb mzambsdMmaboo o 0b@gmgbl ndbobyEgdl
9693y Il-0b 30093 gmo, 1791 bermoo smsMomgdama boggmo, Gmdmolb
&94bB0i 3393(36mdL: ,4obodgandzamb gsdfngml hzgbasb Lamsdn. Azqb
03 350mngfMbo oMo dgbal gMmammal Ladbobymabomgab... yggmab,
30bo(3 9Mg d0gbgMgom dofoma, s9Bygo oMym3bgdmng s 3sbsdbowgm:
Mo3506Mb0, b3 Md@gmgdo, JobBgdo s mmomggda... !
XVIII bogy3mbob o3@mEn JobBgdlb 33moz0bpadaman Mdnsmme 563138 -
m9dbo (obagmagom nbamdgonlb dw. 3oddnmggz3oL bomaggda dgdsemg bme.

smbobndbogns, Mm3

3bg 3@ gL 33bmzc5360) s MmnmggdL (8mnsbn nbaydgmal momesl bodm-
350mgds) dm@al 0bbgbogdl.

XVIHI-XIXLb. ©obogmgmggm3gmo s3@mMgdo Job@obs ©s Job@gdal
3qbo@ Y30l gmbmbodsw MImsgMgbaw 0bamdgdl 300R6g3962% 8o ImGab bo-
356390m© 16d 500b0dbmL 5300930 3mbo 0. gommEy63E @0, HmIgmads(3
39M3MORBOMMI© 3o0B>MNM3d Job@gomol, Gmamey dbomab (36568 dab dg-
3oaqbmmdsdo 3030L Lobdmasmgdal?® Bodmgom (ggomsobolb bgmdals bsBo-
™o, 363nd@n — Gombzob 3gmdy, mommol Lodmasmgds* s yoMadamma-
bgdom sbsbmgdamoa GgMmo@mmos. dmmnsbmdado abnbo dgoaqbobgb s
3990039696 06amdmns aobbabemgdals 8 gHoGmEasl®.

XVIII b-30 39339b00bs s Logmmmog 0bamdgmal ghm-gMmo yzgmsdy
©030D00b 33060&0MIgabGgen mgmb@n gmb d@qwgfn, Mm3gmoai maz0lb
Lodg(3b0gMm 65dMMgd3d0 gbgds gmbmbad JobE. 356, ab39M30L JoDbom,
Mool bgmdolb gogmom 0d8mabayms LadoMmggmmdn s 03ymeggdm-
5 Mamesda(z (0bgdgmdn). gobbsgnmmgdom mofMgdymas dobo (36mdgdo
0bgdgomolb sdmmda @gMnGmEngdals dqbabgd 1781 6.: ,39 d0gmyz9dmmo
Lybgol BodnMb 0badgdolb dobraMgdabs s 3gmgdall gogmom dmal dafmg-
35300g... (bYbRN©sb) sbsgmgmom byma g3g@mbLab aogmal dgdwgg Azgb dmg-
bgom 3. 303d0mgg335L006, 39Hdme — 0badgdmsb o) Jab@gdmab, Hm3-
mgdo dnbamal Lamsggbmab, Gynsbo dmabbabgmol Ggeo@meosdg do-
boMmMd©bgb... s (3009 oo bbob Bab 0bamdgdol 3mmmBas doembs o4, Bo-
boMnb3nms dmgdal doMdo ©sd0bogs... 303d0mgg330L dom3bgbs Bo3nmdy,

"0d3g, a3. 154.
? Giildenstadt J-A. Reisen durch Rupland und im Kaukasischen Gebiirge. SPb., 1, 1787, a3. 149;

Pallas P. S. Bemerkungen auf einer Reise in die stidlichen Statthalterschaften des Russischen
Reichs in den Jahren 1793 und 1794. 1, Leipzig, 1803, 3. 375.

? 0ammobb3gds 30nsbo 0bamdgmalb gnsdalb bodmaswmmgds.

* 0gmmobb3gds 3mnsba 0bgmdgonl mamemol babmaswmgds (IManrlaityesd Kxap-Kxabmm
(nbgd.).

* Giildenstadt J-A. Reisen durch Rupland und im Kaukasischen Gebiirge. a3. 477.
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@dnomme d0gdob Losbrmmggl, 200-3g azomn babemmdb... sdgseb 3mAsbl
000 0633900l ©admmmda, GmM3gmos badbMgm-sm8mbagmgmam bog@doom
6 396LL 0FoMbgdL, Logasby 30 4 396Mbo og3b. obsbmagdsms M3Magmgbmdal
©36mmdnb hMpommgmo 3baMg Mdafogh — babommdmog donlb ggMomdby
5 30baMab Losbmmggl. Modgbndg godmmAgnmo bmggmos safMgmzg dw.
396a39L @abagmagmoao... &ombzolb 39mdy, obsegmgomnlb dmgdal dofdn deg-
do6gmdL bmggmo 39330, 599b 8mgdol gogmoo dogdsmmgds abs mgM-
30bs3gb... 98 Inbamgdy (396aq) 1bab 393900 (36M3MMdE46, Boma bobaga
®K96 3093 dgdmmhfs 53 Mboymagm 35GoMs admmdL; 8dgge 3o@oMs g3myg-
Loob bobg@93980(3... o7 (dommobmsb dwgdatyg 3539Dg) 0bgmdgdo magnsbo
bogdmbgmb 5dmggdg6™2. 53 8mymyg 5dmbsMmomaEsb Rsbl, M3 gmb 38 grgn
0bgdgdL d0s3mm3693L bogmmmng Job@gdba(z @s 39398L(3; brnemm Mowas-
bog dobo dmgboyOmdal MHmb 393930 JabBgdal dgds0g9bmmdsdn ny369b,
®030L 3mbgFammdsedn JG g 3oegs YBO™ Fomom 3860d369emmdac
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EVOLUTION OF HISTORIOGRAPHY OF THE
TERMS KISTI, KISTS,
KISTETI IN GEORGIAN AND ARMENIAN DOCUMENTARY
SOURCES OF THE 13"-18" CENTURIES

Issa Almazov
Republic of Ingushetia, Russia

In the written sources of medieval Georgia and Armenia, historical and ethnograph-
ic literature of the 17"-18" centuries, describing the lands to the north of the central
part of the Greater Caucasus range and the peoples inhabiting it, the ethnonym Kists
is mentioned in various modifications: Kusti, kisy*, kisi, kists. The origin, designa-
tion and localization of these ethnonyms was considered by many ethnographers and
researchers of the North Caucasus of the 19"-20™ centuries (Marr N.Ya., Veselovsky
A.N., Patkanov K.P., Polievktov M., Bronevsky S., Butkov P.G., Shteder, Krupnov
E.L, Robakidze A.I., Kharadze R.L., Shavkhelishvili A.I., Togoshvili G.D., etc.)".

The ethnonym Kisti is first mentioned of in the text of the Armenian Geography
(Ashkharatsuytsa) by Anania Shirakatsi, where the people of Kusti (Kistk) are in-
dicated among the peoples of Sarmatia®. Phonetic resemblanceof this name to the
Georgian Kisti, as well as the place of the Kists in the Armenian Geography before
the names Tskhavatians and Gudamakars make such comparisons plausible. If we
recognize the legitimacy of such a comparison, then the time of the emergence of
the term Kisti will be pushed back to a period no later than the 7" century, and even
possibly earlier.

In Georgian sources up to the 13" century, there is no ethnonym Kisti. As in-
dicated in the work of the Georgian scholar A.I. Shavkhelishvili®, Along with the
inhabitants of the mountain societies of Ingushetia, Kisti is indicated in the Georgian
chronicle of the 13" century, containing lists of the names of 77 peoples inhabiting
the Caucasus, including the Kists (kishty). Perhaps this indicates a later (not earlier
than the 13"-14" centuries) inclusion of the term Kisti, as well as some other names
of ethnic groups, in the text of the Armenian Geography.

After the Georgian chronicle of the 13" century, the ethnonym Kisti appears in
other Georgian sources of the 17" century, where they clearly identified three ethnic

Mapp H. 5. KaBka3ckue mieMeHHble Ha3BaHMA U MecTHble mapawienu. IIr, 1922, p. 33; Be-
cenoBckuid A. H. Heckosnbko reorpadmyecknx M dTHOrpaduuecKux cBeeHui o apeBHel Poc-
CHU M3 PaccKa3oB UTaNbsAHIEB. 3anucku Pycckoro I'eorpaduueckoro ObmecTsa (10 OTIEICHUIO
stHorpadun). 2, CIIB., 1869, p. 16.

2 TTarkanos K. I1. Apmsiackast reorpadust VII B. CITB., 1877, pp. 28, 30.

3 [axenumBuau A. V. 13 HCTOpHH B3aMMOOTHOIICHHUI MEX/y TPYy3UHCKHM U YEUCHO-WHTYII-
cKuM Hapogamu. ['po3usiii, 1963, p. 39.
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groups: Ghalghai who lived at the of the Kistinka Gorge' [Kistetis-tskali (Georgian),
Armkhi (Ing.)], residents of the upper part of the Jerakh Gorge and the population of
the upper reaches of the Chanty-Argun river (society of Maista and Malkhista). It is
noteworthy that, according to the authoritative opinion of Caucasiologist A.I. Genko
»In the second half of the 19" century in the language of the Maistians and Malchis-
tians more Ingush than Chechen words and features were found“?. The inhabitants
of these regions bordering on Georgia were well known to both Georgians and Rus-
sians, since here in the 16" -17% centuries passed some of the ambassadorial routes
from the Terek River to Georgia.

In Georgian and Russian documentary sources of the 17" century, the ethnonyms
Kisti and Kists are often mentioned along with the Ingush. Thus, in the 1635 let-
ter of the Kakhetian king Teimuraz, written in Greek (Kncmdrc) and sent with the
first Georgian embassy headed by Metropolitan Nikifor to the Russian Tsar Mikhail
Romanov, it is said: ,And here, near the Karakalkans, between the Circassian Mir-
zas, there are the Kists and Osi and many other peoples”. In Caucasian studies it is
known that the ethnonym Kalkans is a Russian transformation of the ethnonym Gal-
gai (rlanrla, Ing.), and Osi is identified by the researchers of the Caucasus with the
modern Ossetians’.

The Russian embassy to Georgia, which took place in response in 1637, headed
by Prince F. Volkonsky and scribe A. Khvatov, due to the termination of political
relations between the Kakhetian king Teimuraz and the Aragvi Eristav, was forced
to change the route to Georgia. Instead of the previously known road along the Dar-
ial Gorge to the Land of Sons, the Russian ambassadors turned from the Mundar
taverns, located at the very beginning of the Darial Gorge, into one of the right side
gorges of the Terek — the gorge of the Armkhi River (in Georgian Kistetis-tskali)
the right tributary of the Terek, from where the historical path to Kakheti passed
through Khevsureti and Tusheti. The Reporting list of the Russian embassy (1637)
informs about their meeting with the envoys of King Teimuraz in Kistekh, i.e. in the
area inhabited by Kists. The text of the reporting list does not explicitly name Kists.
However, a detailed analysis of the described route of the Russian embassy along the
gorge ,through the taverns of the mountain holders“ contains ethnographic details

! The right tributary of the Terek River, to the south of Lars. The Ingush name of the Kistinka
River is Oakhkari-khiy. The Kistinka gorge is called Oaxkapu-alomxk (Ing.). The area of land from
Lars to the south was part of the medieval mountainous Gvileti community (I'enarlexoii, I'ienare
(Ing.); Gvileti (Georgian), with a predominantly Ingush population

2Tenko A. H. VI3 KynbTypHOTO MPOILIOrO WHIYIICH. 3alMCKU KOJUIETHH BOCTOKOBE/IOB MPU A3H-
arckoM My3ee Akanemuu Hayk CCCP. 'V, JI., 1930, p. 683.

3 TlonmeBkToB M. Marepualibl 10 HCTOPUH TPY3HHO-PYCCKHX B3aUMOOTHOLICHUH, 1615-1640 rr.
Ton., 1935, ctp. 118; Kymesa E. H. Haponst CeBeproro Kaskasa u ux cBsizu ¢ Poccueit. Bropas
nonosuHa XVI—30-e rr. XVII B. M., 1963, p. 67.
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confirming that their path passed precisely through the mountainous Ingushetia ,,And
those taverns are on both sides of that stream. There in the mountains they have stone
yards. And men walk in Circassian style, and women wear [hats] on their heads half
an arshin up like horns*. If we take into account the important information of the Rus-
sian article list about the female headdress horns up, it becomes obvious that in this
case there is a description of the unique ancient Ingush female headdress kurkhars
(Ing.), recorded by archaeologists at many Ingush crypts of the 15" -18" centuries...
near the mountain castles Metskhal, Erzi, Gorak, Falkhan, Egikal, Targim'.

The ethnonym Kisti and Kists are often mentioned in official Georgian docu-
ments of the 18" century along with the inhabitants of other mountain communities
of Ingushetia. So, in his study the Georgian scholar G.D. Togoshvili cites the 1754
documentary source, narrating the attack of the detachments of Dagestan feudal lords
on Kartli and Kakheti, which required the Georgian kings Teimuraz and Irakli II to
mobilize not only all the military forces of Georgia, but also appeal for support to the
allied North Caucasian highlanders. The detachments of the mountaineers who came
to help the Georgians consisted of , Circassians, Jikhs (Dzheirakhovtsy, Dzheirakh-
Ioy (Ing.)and Kishts?>. Here, we should also mention the 1786 certificate of honor,
given by the king of Karli-Kakheti Irakli II, to Kist Balduk Chichisshvili for his
services to Georgia®.

The content of another letter of King Irakli II dated 1791 is of great interest in
terms of political and military contacts that existed in the past between Georgia and
the Ingush people. The text of the document reads as follows: ,Give our regards to
Gabriel Kazibegishvili. We are grateful to you for doing your best in our service...
Notify everyone right now to whom we have written letters and prepare them: Tagau-
rians, Angushtians, Kists, and Gligs...“* It is notable that the 18" century author when
mentioning the Kists, again places them directly between the Angushtians (the inhab-
itants of the village of Angusht located in the upper reaches of the Kambileevka River
[western Ingushetia]) and the Ghligvs (Galgai society of Ingushetia).

The eminent Georgian historian and geographer of the 18" century, Prince
Vakhushti Bagrationi, also calls the inhabitants of the Armkhi — the Kists. In his Ge-
ography of Georgia, written in 1745, he locates the country of Kisteti above Jariekha

'PTATA. ®onp «Ipy3unckue aenay. 3, mut. 302-303, konust X VII B.; [TonueBkroB M. Marepuaribt
10 HCTOPHHU TPY3HHO-PYCCKUX B3auMooTHomeHui, 1615-1640 rr. p. 251; Cemenos JI. I1. Cknen
¢ (peckamMu B UHTYHICKOM ceneHuu Drukai. M3sectus Yeueno-Uurymickoro HUU, 11, Beim. 1,
Hctopus, ['posusli, 1960, p. 49.

2 Toromsunu I. JI. VI3 uCTOpUH IPy3UHO-BEWHAXCKHMX TTOJUTHIECKAX B3aUMMOOTHOILIEHHIT BO BTOPOit
nonosuHe X VIII Beka. U3Bectns Yeweno-Murymickoro HUU, 1964, V, Beimyck 1, p. 152.

3 Ibid, p. 153.

*Ibid, p. 154.
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(the Jerakh Gorge of mountainous Ingushetia) on the same river Armkhi'. And, refer-
ring to the Kists when describing the peoples adjacent to Georgia, he calls the Galgai
aul of Angushte by the name of Angusti’.

Thus, summing up the objective conclusions from the above Georgian primary
documentary sources of the 17% — 18" centuries, the ethnonyms — Kisti and Kists
both undoubtedly denote the part of the Ingush people actually, the inhabitants of
the Kistinka (Armkhi) gorge, the upper reaches of the Kambileevka and Assa rivers.
The Kisteti region is geographically located in the mountainous part of contemporary
Ingushetia.

The evolution of the terms Kisti and Kisteti in the Caucasian historiography of the
19th — 20th centuries (Russian and European authors) is most objectively revealed
in broad and narrow interpretations, in an article of the Ingush scholar and political
scientist, Professor I.M.Sampiev. Kists and Kistetia (Kist community of mountain
Ingushetia)’.

Contrary to common sense and ignoring historical realities, some modern authors
continue to distort and misinterpret the ethnonyms Kisti and Kists, the geographical
localization of the historical Kisteti,attempting to give out desirable for valid.

! Baxymrru. Teorpadus. 3anucku Kaskasckoro ormena Pycckoro I'eorpaduueckoro obectsa,
1904, XXIV, Boim. 5, p. 78.

2 Kaskasckuii ropett. 1924, Nel, Tlpara, pp. 49-50.

3 COOpHUK HAy4YHBIX cTareil HCTUTYTa CONMANIBHBIX MCCIIEIOBAaHUI MHIYIIICKOTO TOCYIapCTBEH-
Horo yHuBepcureta. Haspans, 2019. pp. 165-176.
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THE CAUCASUS FRONT OF WORLD WAR I:
IMPLICATIONS FOR GEORGIA

Andrew Andersen
Canada

As of'today, it is not exactly the common knowledge that semi-forgotten Caucasus
theater of the Great War of 1914-1918 played a crucial role in the formation of the
three modern nations of the South Caucasus and, specifically, in the restoration of
Georgian statehood. Accordingly, in view of the above, the major goal of this paper
is to familiarize fellow historians and political scientists with the influence of both
military and political events of World War I on the process of major re-drawing of the
political map of the region that happened in the 20" century.

In 1914-1918 the South Caucasus became part of the Middle Eastern theatre of
the First World War. Although the most decisive battles were fought in Europe, the
South Caucasus campaign was quite important for Turkey, Russia and Great Britain.
Several years prior to the outburst of the war, a few powers had conflicting ambitions
in the area.

Young Turk leadership of Turkey strongly influenced by Pan-Turk and Pan-Islam-
ic ideas of Ittihadism, were planning to expand their political influence to the East
and North-East of their borders. Their goal was the creation of a greater empire that
would unite all the Turkish-speaking peoples together with a number of non-Turkish
ones. The projected empire was to include Russia-controlled Caucasus, Crimea, Cen-
tral Asia and the Tatar-inhabited Volga-Urals area, as well as Iran, Afghanistan and
the Muslim-inhabited areas of British East India and Western China.

Russia, in turn, was interested in gaining access to the Mediterranean Sea by an-
nexing the Straits (Bosporus and the Dardanelles) together with Constantinople, or by
gaining a wide land bridge from the Caucasus to Cilician coast under the pretext of
protecting the Christian Armenians of Turkish Armenia and Eastern Anatolia.

Being concerned about growing Russian ambitions in the Eastern Mediterrane-
an, the British government was at the same time interested in disintegration of the
Turkish Empire that was falling more and more under German control. However,
the destruction of Turkey was hardly possible without Russian support which could
only be gained in return for some concessions. In fact, Great Britain would rather see
the Russian flag flying over Constantinople than German naval bases in the Eastern
Mediterranean.

On August 9, 1914, Ottoman Turkey launched an attack on Russia. After a series
of skirmishes, Russia declared war on Turkey on November 2, 1914, and the Cauca-
sus became a battleground.
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Within the twenty-month period between the spring of 1915 and the fall of 1916,
the Russian armies advanced into Turkish Armenia, Lazistan and Northern Iran, con-
quering vast territories. At the same time, British and French forces were slowly
taking over the Ottoman Arab possessions in Mesopotamia and Palestine. At the end
of 1916, the Russian General Staff went so far as to prepare several plans for the
conquest of Constantinople. This included landing in the Bosphorus in coordination
with possible attack of the British Royal Navy on the Dardanelles.

In the light of Russian military triumph in Eastern Turkey in February-March of
1916, the negotiations between Britain, France and Russia regarding the future parti-
tion of the Ottoman Empire that had started as early as in mid-April 1915, ended up
with the signing of a secret convention on May 16, 1916.

That convention known nowadays as the Sykes-Picot Agreement (sometimes re-
ferred to as the Sazonov-Sykes-Picot Agreement), after being modified as a result of a
series of Russian-British talks between March 31 and September 1, 1916, confirmed
Russia’s claims for the Black Sea Straits and assigned to her not only the vilayets of
Erzurum, Bitlis and Van but also half of the vilayet of Trebizond and parts of Ul-Aziz
and Diyarbekir. France was to gain half of the vilayet of Sivas, the remaining parts of
Ul-Aziz and Diyarbekir, as well as the whole of Cilicia and Lebanon. France was also
to obtain a considerable sphere of influence in Syria and northern Mesopotamia. Dur-
ing the diplomatic exchanges preceding the signing of the Sykes-Picot Agreement,
both British and Russian officials discussed various forms of Armenian autonomy in
the region. The issue of any potential Georgian autonomy was not addressed at all.
As a result, in the spring of 1917 it seemed quite realistic that the majority of Arme-
nian core lands as well as the historical Georgian lands that were still under Ottoman
control, would be united under the Russian imperial crown.

While providing a brief coverage of major military operations at the Caucasus
front and political intrigues around it, it would be important to mention that the pub-
lic opinion regarding the war in ethnically fractured regions of the South Caucasus
happened to be quite diverse.

Unlike the Armenians of the South Caucasus who were mobilized by the fear of
the Ottoman invasion, and also by the possibility of emancipation of their West-Ar-
menian brethren as well as the unification of all historic Armenian lands under the
Russian Crown and unlike the Azeri Turks (also known there as the Caucasian Ta-
tars), most of them were sympathetic with the Ottoman Empire and Ittihadist ideas
of Young Turks, the Georgians’ attitude towards the war was mixed and fractured.

A considerable part of Georgian gentry served in Russian Imperial army and
civil administration. Most of those people were loyal and conscious ,servants of the
throne”. Another group of gentry together with slowly growing Russian- and Pol-
ish-educated middle-class was strongly influenced by Marxism. Accordingly, when
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the world war broke out, some of those Georgians clearly expressed anti-imperialist
sentiments (the Bolsheviks) while others kept their national loyalties (the Menshe-
viks). It would hardly be an exaggeration to say that Georgian educated classes of
various political views agreed in their belief that World War I was not a Georgian
war and that Georgian people could gain very little from victory by either side. At
the same time, most Georgian peasants, as Christians, formally backed the Allies
and supported the Russian Empire in their fight against Muslim Ottoman Turkey.
On the other hand, there were two relatively small groups of Georgians who demon-
strated open disloyalty to the Russian Empire and sided with her foes. The first
group included Muslim Ajaris who inhabited the territory of Batum. Following the
call to Jihad forwarded to them by Ottoman emissaries, the Ajaris of Southern com-
munities of Batum territory launched a pro-Turkish uprising at the very beginning of
the war and assisted the Ottoman army in her invasion of the South Caucasus. An-
other group of Georgians disloyal to the Russian crown consisted of some extreme
nationalists most of them educated in Germany and Austria-Hungary, who backed
the German Empire as an advanced European nation in contrast to less developed
Russia.

The situation in the region changed drastically in early 1917 which saw major
upheaval in the disintegrating Russian Empire. In March, 1917, the empire collapsed,
the monarchy was abolished and the country proclaimed itself a republic. At that mo-
ment the Caucasus front entered a stage of stagnation. At the same time, the period
between March 1917 and February 1918, was marked by the rapid spread of chaos
all over the former Russian possession including the Caucasus and Russian-occupied
territories in Eastern Turkey and Northern Persia In November 1917, the Bolshevik
coup in Petrograd signalled another major political upheaval in the region, and the
Treaty of Brest-Litovsk between the Bolsheviks and Central Powers hit the final and
terminal blow to the Caucasus front.

On February 2, 1918 the Ottoman Turkish forces launched massive offensive at
the disintegrated Caucasus front that had been abandoned by the Russian armies.
Having defeated scattered and poorly organized Georgian and Armenian units, the
Ottoman armies quickly recovered all the territory previously lost to Imperial Russia
in 1915-1917 and invaded the former Russian possessions in the Caucasus conquer-
ing historical Armenian and Georgian lands.

The Ottoman invasion of the South Caucasus of 1918, caused the disintegration
of Russian possessions in the Caucasus and the secession of the Region from Russia.
The end of April 1918 saw the proclamation of independent Transcaucasian Demo-
cratic Federative Republic which, in turn, fell apart on May 26, 1918, when Georgia
declared independence, followed by Azerbaijan and Armenia who also declared their
independence within the next two days.
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The declaration of Georgian independence was followed by the signing of the
Agreement of Poti with Germany (May 28, 1918) and the Treaty of Batum with the
Ottoman Turkey (June 4, 1918). Although both the above-mentioned international
treaties confirmed the loss of some historical territories by Georgia and did not com-
pletely stop the hostilities, they, nevertheless, laid foundation for the restoration of
independent Georgian statehood and signalled the recognition of Georgia at least by
the Central Powers.

The Armistice of Mudros signed on October 30, 1918, ended World War I in the
East Mediterranean and opened the 26 months long period of the buildup of restored
Georgian state, which culminated with the de-jure recognition of Georgia by the Al-
lied Powers on January 26, 1921 at the Paris Peace Conference.
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MIDDLE EASTERN CIVILIZATIONS, THE NOMADIC
WORLD, AND THE GATES OF THE CAUCASUS

Valerian Vashakidze,
Roland Topchishvili
Georgia

The role of the Greater Caucasus is quite special in the history of the millennial
relations between the ancient Eastern civilizations and the Nomads of Eurasia. This
mountain range, stretching for 1,500 km between the Caspian Sea and the Black Sea,
was a powerful natural threshold that protected the developed countries to the south
from the constant ravage of nomads. The paramount importance of the Caucasus for
mankind was estimated by Gaius Pliny Secundus (23-79) as far back as two thousand
years ago. The ,Natural History® (VI, 30) says: , The Gates of the Caucasus... repre-
sent a huge natural creation, which is formed as a result of a sudden disconnection of
the mountains and where the exit is blocked byiron-plated logs... Which is erected to
block the way for innumerable tribes... with these Gates the country is divided into
parts“!. The above mentioned excerpt unequivocally indicates that for the Roman
author the division of a country (world) into two parts has not only a geographical
but also a cultural-mental basis. Pliny the Elder mentions in the same work (VI, 40)
that the ,,Caspian Gates” is mistakenly identified with the ,Iberian Gates®, which, as
we have said, is called the ,,Caucasus Gates“?. Thus, it is quite clear that the Pliny’s
»Caucasian Gates“ corresponds to the ,,Gates of Iberia”“, or today’s Darial, which is
the credible evidence that the mentioned large strategic Gates was considered unhes-
itatingly to be the constituent part of the kingdom of Kartli, Iberia- due to ancient
sources. Strabo also points out the main pass of the Caucasus and nomads living in
the north (1% century BC-1%, and after that a footpath in the narrow gorge of the river
Aragos which takes about four days for a lonely man to pass. The end of this road is
fortified with a hard-to-remove wall“.

Interestingly, in different historical epochs the name of the ,Caspian Gates® was
associated with various passes. This term (as well as the notion of the Iron Gates)
originally referred to the mountain pass in the Cedar ravine (Firuz-Kukh) in western
Iran, where the troops of Alexander the Great passed; In the first centuries AD it
corresponds to the ,Caucasus Gates”, and later this toponym was attributed to the
Daruband Gates (Derbent) which was located on the west shore of the Caspian Sea*.

! Gaius Pliny the Elder. Natural history The antique Caucasus. v. I, sources, Tb., 2010, p. 502.
2 Ibid, p. 505.

3 Strabo. Geography. The antique Caucasus, encyclopedia, v. I, sources, Tb., 2010, p. 225.

* Kavtaradze G. Issues of state development of Georgia. Tb., 2006, p. 56 (in Georg.).

84



The ,,Gates of the Caucasus” i.e. ,The Gates of Iberia“ is implied in ,, The Caspian
Lock® (,The Caspian Gates“) by Marcus Anaeus Lucanus (39-65), which is corrobo-
rated in his work , Farsalia® or ,,Civil War® (VIII, 218-224). Here are cited the words
of Pompey: ,,...when [ was on my way to the Caspian Gates*'.

We find a similar situation with Cornelius Tacitus (approximately 55-116 / 120).
The Roman historian in the Annals (VI, 33) notes that ,the Iberians, the owners of
these lands, allowed the Sarmatians to enter Armenia via the Caspian road?. There is
no doubt that Tacitus’es ,Caspian road” is the ,Caucasus Gates® because it says: all
the roads were blocked for the Sarmatians except the one located ,between the sea
and the edge of the Albanian mountains“®. The latter undoubtedly implies Derbent.
Nor does the question of who owns the aforementioned ,,Caspian Road"“ leave room
for hesitation. According to the unequivocal explanation of the source, these places
are owned by the Iberians.

Anyway, the question arises why the exit, in the center of the Caucasus — in the
Terek Gorge was called the ,Caucasus Gates“ // ,Iberian Gates”, ,Caspian Gates“.
Because the military units,moving from the South Caucasus, preferred to enter the
North-eastern Caucasus, for example, the country of the Khazars,situated around the
Caspian Sea through this way. We will talk about this question below.

Claudius Ptolemy (about 90-168) notes in the ,,Geographical Manual“ (V, 8, 11),
»the Gates of Sarmatia® on the border of Iberia, which undoubtedly refers to ,the
Caucasus Gates“ mentioned by Pliny. The basis of this supposition is given in the
section of the work (V, 8, 15), where along with the ,Gates of Albania“, the ,Gates
of Sarmatia® is mentioned. It is evident that the author distinguishes the above-men-
tioned Gates as well from each other and allows us to identify them respectively to
the Dariali and Derbent passes.

Although the watershed ridge culturally separated the two worlds, and at first sight
it seemed insurmountable, but since ancient times people have been able to overcome
it individually and in groups. There were some walking passes in ,,the Caucasus®; but
there were also the passes (in the Terek and the Alagiri gorges) that were fortified by
people and their established societies. Although, the most important pass in Georgia
was in the Terek Gorge, through which it was possible to enter not only the highlands
of the North Caucasus, but also the lowlands and steppes, where ethnic groups of
different origin led a nomadic life. The direction of their movement was from east to
west. The landscape of the north-west Caucasus often pushed the nomads here for a
semi-nomadic life, but over time, new waves of migration took their place.

When Eusebius Hieronymus writes (c. 384-420 BC) aboutNomadic and semi-no-

! Marcus Anaeus Lucanus. civil war. Ancient Caucasus, Encyclopedia, v. I, sources, Tb., 2010, p. 514.
2 Ibid.
3 Kornelius Tacitus the Annals. p. 538.
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madic peoples, (Goths, Sarmatians, Quads, Alans, Huns, Vandals, Marcomanns)
dwelling in the Eurasian space, he mentions their barbaric raids in the Eastern Eu-
rope and demolishing the Christian shrines and instantly speaks about their invasion
to the south: ,Last year, from the farthest cliffs of the Caucasus — not the Arabian but
the northern wolves broke through and occupied in a short time huge provinces. How
many monasteries have been taken? How many watery rivers have been stained with
human blood? Antioch and the rest of the cities are under siege“. ,Huns, among the
gloomy tribes of the icy Tanayis and the Masagetes, set forward from the Extreme
Boundaries of Meotis where Alexander’s Gates encloses wild tribes in the cliffs of
the Caucasus, dashing about here and there on fast horses, filling everything with
massacre and fear®!.

Thus, at the beginning of Anno Domini, today’s Darial was called the ,Caspian
Gates®, the ,Caspian Threshold“ (or ,,Caspian Lock®), the ,,Caspian Way*, the ,Gates
of Sarmatia“, the ,,Gates of the Caucasus” i.e. the ,Gates of Iberia“. The titles of the
main Gates connecting the South Caucasus and the North Caucasus do not end there.
As it was said, today it is called ,Dariali“. The name comes from the Persian ,Dari
Alan®, which means the Gates of the Alans, or the exit to the country of the Alans.
Incidentally, Pliny the Elder also refers to the fortress, built in the Terek Gorge for
blocking the nomads, as Kumania. Some scholars think that Dariali fortress and Ku-
mania should be one and the same. Relatively speaking, it’s worth mentioning, that
the different names of the Caucasus Gates / Iberian Gates (exit) in different epochs
indicate that these names were defined by the political conjuncture, the attitude of the
civilized world; the name change also proves that the nomadic world to the north of
the exit was frequently changed.

It should also be noted that the names ,Gates of Sarmatia“, ,Dariali“, ,Kumania“
do not mean that the Sarmatia, Alans, Kumans dwelt directly at the exit Gates. This ex-
it merely was the exitto the settlement area of the Sarmatians and Alans for the ancient,
as well as for the Persian and the Arab authors. Unfortunately, the old foreign authors
had little knowledge in which ethnic units were inhabited in the Caucasus Mountains,
in this particular case, in the vicinity beyond the exit of the ,,Caucasus Gates”. They
had an idea only of the peoples living in the steppes and the lowlands of the North
Caucasus — Sarmatians, Alans, Kumans and others. In many cases, different ethnic
groups were considered under these ethnonyms, which were united under one name
owing to the similar economic activities and lifestyles. Naming the Gates, interesting
for us, as the Alans’ Gates, it did not implicate that the Alans lived there or at the near-
by area. Simply, it was the passage to reach the country of the Alans, familiar to them,
which was at a respectful distance apart to the north. A. Aleman also notes that Alania,

! Eusebius Hieronymus. Letters. Ancient Caucasus, Encyclopedia, vol. I, Sources, Tb., 2010, pp.
589-590.
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according to the author of the tenth century, is beyond the Mountains of the Caucasus'.
The Arab ibn Rusta, in his works, written between 903-913, notes: After three days’
travelling on the left side of the Dagestan’s Avar kingdom, to the west, while wonder-
ing between the mountains and the meadows you will reach the Alan Kingdom. At a
ten-day distance from the Alans, passing the way through rivers and forests, you will
reach a fortress called the ,,Alan Gates®. It stands on the top of a mountain with a road
under it; The fortress is bordered by mountains. ,, Thousands of native people guard its
walls day and night“. This Arabic-speaking author of the tenth century has the most
important record: It is a ten-day’s journey from the land of the Alans to Dariali, i.e. the
Alan-Ossetians’ settlement existed quite far from the mountains and foothills of the
North Caucasus, in the lowlands of the region, in the steppes.

A more interesting note is preserved by another Arab al-Masood (died in 956):
»Between the Kingdom of the Alans and the Caucasus (in the DarialiGorge) is the
so-called Alan Gates Fortress and the bridge over the Great River (Terga). This for-
tress was built by Is BandarBeshtads, king of Persia, who left the garrison here for
preventing the Alans from reaching the Caucasus“?. According to the same Arab au-
thor, the Alans were neighbors of the Circassians not of the Vainakhs on the outskirts
of the Caucasus. The Vainakhs have not been mentioned here accidentally, because
to the north of the exit of the ,Caucasus Gates“ there was a settlement area of the
Dzurdzucks, the ancestors of the Ingush and Chechens, and the Ossetian settlement
here occurred late.

Lev Gumilyov, an excellent scholar and expert in ethnic groups of Eurasian
steppes, regarding the Alans, suggested his competent conclusion based on the reli-
able sources. When talking about the neighbors of Khazars in the 7% — 8" centuries
he notes: ,,Guzes in the east, Magyars in the north, Alans and Bulgarians (blacks) in
the west were not always in friendly relations with the Khazars“. ,But these steppes
were not needed by the Ugrians... and the Alans, who lived in the luxurious cereal
steppes between the Kuban and the Don*. The Alans, who were acknowledged as
the ancestors of the Ossetians, had never lived in the vicinity of the main exit of the
Caucasus (the Terek Gorge) until the 18™ century. It is corroborated by the fact that
their migration to Georgia was accomplished not through the mentioned route but
through the Kasri-Gates (the ,Dvaleti pathway“), which connected the historical-eth-
nographic region in the extreme north of Georgia — Dvaleti to the Alagiri Gorge. By
the way, the ,,Casris-kari“ only functioned for three or four months; other times it was
impossible to pass through it.

" Topchshvili R. The original settlement area of the Alans-ancestors of Ossetians.Tb., 2008, p. 40 (in
Georg.).

2 Anemanb A. AlaHbl B IPEBHUX M CPEIHEBCKOBBIX MMCMEHHBIX HCTOYHUKAX. M., p. 347.

3 Tymuses JI. H. DtHocdepa nrozeit u ucropus npuposst. CITB.-M., p. 388.
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Thus, the civilized world of the Middle East knew nothing about the peoples
dwelling in the Terek Gorge, to the north of the ,Caucasus Gates”. But they had in-
formation initially about the Iranian-speaking and then the Turkish-speaking ethnic
groups, who lived in the steppes and led nomadic or semi-nomadic life (while they

lived directly in the steppes) and posed the major threat to the southern civilized
world. When the Persians called the exit from Georgia to the North Caucasus as the
Dariali Gates,it was the Alans who posed a threat to them. Moreover, the name ,,Dar-
iali“ was absolutely unknown to the ancient authors, because at that time the Alans
had not appeared in the Caucasian nomadic area of Eurasia.

According to the Georgian historical tradition, one of the most important crossings
of the Greater Caucasus is called the ,,Aragvi-Gates®, because the Georgian sources
often referred to the river Terek as Aragvi. According to Leonti Mroveli, , TheKhazars
learned both ways which are: the sea-Gates Darubandi and the Aragvi Gates, which
is Dariala“!. It should be noted at the outset that although the Khazars’ ancestors were
originally nomads (known as descendants of the Hun warriors and Sarmatian wom-
en’), but later started settled life and formed the Khazar state known as Kaghanate
where together with Christians, a significant number of Jews dwelt. Thus, the Geor-
gian chronicler clearly distinguishes between the Derbend (Daruband) and Dariali
Gates and refers to the latter as ,the Aragvi-Gates®, which is completely natural.

The same author emphasizes the importance of the steps taken by the first kings
of Kartli (Iberia) to strengthen the northern border of the state. Parnavaz, the founder
of the royal dynasty, had theDurdzuk wife, and due to this dynastic marriage he had
good neighborly relations with the Nakh ethnic groups living across the Caucasus.
As for the remarkable fortification of the Dariali exit, according to Leonti Mroveli,
it is attributed to King Mirvan, a grandson of Parnavaz I. According to the source,
,Mirvan intruded into Durdzuki, and devastated Durdzuki and Chartali, built a Gates
with mortared stone and named it Darubal“’.

The nomads, living in the North Caucasus, posed a constant threat to the Geor-
gian statehood and the civilized world of the Near East which is well depicted in the
Georgian sources. In the 5% century the Ossetians, unable to pass through the Cauca-
sus Gates (it was firmly locked), intruded into Kartli via Daruband. They took count-
less captives, including the sister of juvenile Vakhtang, and returned in the same way
through Daruband. But a few years later, King Vakhtang Gorgasali, already an adult,
moved to the North Caucasus through the Dariali Gates to fight the Ossetian army on
the Terg River: ,Then, Ossetians were defeated and their camp was invaded”. When the

! Leonti Mroveli. Life of Georgian Kings. Life of Kartli, I, text established according to all major
manuscripts by S. Kaukhchishvili, Tb., 1955, p. 12 (in Georg.).

2 T'ymuses JI. Otkpeitre Xazapuu. M., 2003, pp. 155-166.

3 Leonti Mroveli. Life of Georgian Kings. p. 28.
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king turned back, he firmly locked the Gatess of Dariali, the exit to the North Caucasus,
» Lhe king built a high fortress, and appointed allied Mtiulsas guardians. The great rela-
tions of Ossetians and Kipchaks cannot pass without the order of the Georgian king*!.

If we go deeper into history, we can remember the note of the Georgian source,
which, if we say in advance, expresses the interest and struggle of the two civilized
worlds — the Antique and the Persian — about the existence of statehood in Georgia
and the government pursuing their interests. This is what Alexander the Great did by
bringing Azo to Kartli from ,Aryan-Kartli (i.e. south-western Georgia) and appoint-
ing him as its ruler: ,Alexander the great conquered the whole Kartli, Appointed Azo
as an army commander and the ruler of Kartli*?. This fact is conveyed in more details
in , The Conversion of Kartli“: ,,Alexander was accompanied by Azo, son of the King
of Kartli and gave him Mtskheta to rule... and he was the first king in Mtskheta“.

Until then, Kartli, from the 5" century BC was under the rule of the Achaemenid
Persia. What interests the two civilized worlds — ancient Greece and Persia could
have in the South Caucasus, in particular in Georgia. It was a geographical factor.
Kartli via the ,Caucasus Gates“ was connected to the North Caucasus, and from
there to the nomadic space of Eurasia. Nomads, after passing this Gates, posed great
problems to both civilized worlds. These Gates would have been firmly locked in
the presence of a state organization in Kartli and, naturally, both sides tried to gain
influence in Kartli and establish a pro-government oriented ruler. Later, Azo under
the kingdom of Pontus was replaced by Parnavaz of Seleucid political orientation.

Historical sources provide a direct indication that stable political relations with Kar-
tli were of particular importance to Persia and Byzantium. According to a Byzantine
historian, in a treaty between the two countries in 562, ,the first provision was written
that the Persians (who at that time occupied Iveria and Albania) did not allow the Huns,
the Alans, or other barbarians to cross over the narrow the so-called Chori (Daruband)
and the Caspian (Darialan) Gatess against the Roman Empire“. This mission (closing
the exit Gatess) towards the Roman-Byzantine and Near East was well comprehended
by the Georgians of that time. In the 6th century, the diplomats of Egris,when offering
the Shah of Persia an alliance against Byzantium, promised that they would control the
boarding (northern) barbarians to make raids on the Roman lands every year.

! Juansher. Life of Vakhtang Gorgasali. Life of Kartli, I, text established according to all major
manuscripts by S. Kaukhchishvili, Tb., 1955, p. 156. Leonti Mroveli. Life of Georgian Kings. p.
28 (in Georg.).

2 Leonti Mroveli. Life of Georgian Kings. p. 28.

*Monuments of Ancient Georgian Hagiographic Literature. I (5th-10th cc.), prepared for publication
by Il. Abuladze, N. Atanelishvili, N. Goguadze, L. Kajaia, Ts. Kurtsikidze, Ts. Chankiev and Ts.
Jghamaia, under the direction and editing of Ilia Abuladze, Tb., 1963, pp. 81-82 (in Georg.).

* Menandre Protigtori. Georgika, Bizantian writers’ notes about Geoirgia, v. III, Greek text with Georgian
translation published and end notes added by Simon Kaukhchishvili, Tfl., 1936, pp. 216-217.
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»The ambassadors told the Shah that the Kingdom of Lazica was still the Gates
of the Caucasus Mountains. , The Byzantine historian also writes that Lazica is on-
ly a stronghold for the barbarians living in the Caucasus, and that in the favorable
and stable situation between Persia-Egrisi, ,the Persian state would be forever safe
from the Huns invasions, living in the neighborhood of Lazika“!. D. Muskhelishvili
remarks quite rightly that obtaining the status of a ,friend of Rome" was primarily
conditioned by the fact that Iveria owned the exit of Dariali, and Rome would not
have the power to incorporate it“2.

The keeping and controlling the Gates of the Greater Caucasian range has been
one of the primary concerns of Georgian political leaders which had an utmost impor-
tance from the day of the establishment of the Kingdom of United Kartli (Iberia), in
the centuries-old history of the Georgian statehood. Evidently, special attention was
always paid to the ,Caucasus Gates“, which was distinguished among the Caucasus
Gatess by its strategic location. This was a vital challenge for the country, and its
successful solving gave the regional importance to the Georgian state. It is right to
assume that the geographical location of the states Kartli / Iberia, Colchis / Egrisi and
Albania to the south of the Greater Caucasus Mountains, and their role in controlling
the Gates was the ,essence of existence” of these political units: to protect the oe-
cumene i.e. the civilized world of the Mediterranean and the Middle East from the
nomadic tribes of the North. It can be said without any exaggeration that this difficult
mission was most successfully undertaken first by the Kingdom of Kartli, and later
by the United State of Georgia.

Shortly speaking, the Gates of the Caucasus / Iberia was not only for military
purposes, but also for commercial purposes too. Its protection was a top priority for
Georgia. It had the same significance for Georgia’s neighboring countries or particular
ethnic groups. Moreover, duly, the ancient world, Persia, the Byzantine Empire, the
Arab Caliphate gave great significance to its protection. It is reasonably noted that ,the
Arabs in Kartli and Egrisi were mainly interested in controlling Tbilisi and Dariali®, as
well as — ,,the Arab military leaders actively used Dariali in wars against the Khazars®.
Therefore, together with Georgia, they often exercised control. We have already men-
tioned above the military and commercial significance of this Gates but the first one
was predominant. The Georgian authorities opened the Dariali Gates when they drew in
mercenaries from the North Caucasus, for example, Davit Agmashenebeli/the Builder
withdrew in the Kipchaks through this passage for this purpose. King Rusudan (1223-

! Procopius of Caesarea. De Bello Persico. georgika, Bisantian writers’ notes about Geoirgia. v. II,
Greek text with Georgian translation published and endnotes added by Simon Kaukhchishvili,
Tb., 1965, pp. 81, 94.

2 Muskhelishvili D. The Caucasian politics in the medieval Georgia (till thel3™ century).
Muskhelishvili D. Scientific articles letters and publications, Tb., 2014, p. 106 (in Georg.).
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1245), when she learned about the departure of Jalal ad-Din (Khvarazm Shah 1220-
1231) from Adarbadagan to Tbilisi again (1227-1228), mobilized the whole Georgian
army, opened the Gates of Darialani; she dragged the Ossetians, Durdzuks, other high-
lander warriors and gathered them at Nacharmagevi against the Khwarazmians.

The existence of the Gates /exit, separating the two worlds, obviously served the
interests of the civilized world; it was fully out of the interests of the nomadic world
in the North; They wanted to invade and plunder as much territory as possible and
take people captive. Thus, the fortress at the exit was built solely and exclusively by
the inhabitants of the South. According to the Georgian historical tradition, Miri-
anlst, the king of Kartli (Iberia) built the first fortress in the narrow exit of the Terek
in the first half of the 2™ century BC. During the first Roman invasion of Georgia
(1st century BC.), the Dariali gorge was controlled by the Kingdom of Iberia. In the
5™ century Vakhtang Gorgasali restored the old fortress. During the Arab rule in the
South Caucasus (7™-10™ centuries) the Terek gorge and the Dariali fortress were in
their hands. The fortress was also renovated by David the Builder'.

Archaeological excavations have revealed that the road connecting the South and
North Caucasus, which passes through the Dariali Gorge, dates back to the 3™ mil-
lennia BC?. Its significance is even better seen on the background of the fact that the
second largest crossing pass of the Caucasus, Daruband (Derbent), supposedly, until
at least the 1st century BC, due to the relatively high level of the Caspian Sea, was not
completely convenient for heavy traffic. There is a well-reasoned consideration that
till the mentioned time, the Caspian lowlands, from the north of Derbent to about the
modern-day Rasht, and inland to Evlakh in present-day Azerbaijan, were so far cov-
ered with water’. This is supported by the note of Tacitus from Annals (VI, 33) that®
the road between the sea and the edge of the Albanian mountains was inaccessible
in summer, due to dry, (sandstorm) hot winds covering the background with water,
and in winter the Auster wind sweeping away against the waves, and when the sea
recedes, the coastal shallows are exposed“.

We asked the question above, why the ancient geographers called the Dariali
Gorge the ,,Caspian Gates".

Lev Gumilyov has given an answer to this question. In addition to the above
mentioned reason (the rise and fall of the Caspian Sea level in different epochs, it
is noteworthy, that the Caspian Sea level rose twice in the section of the 6™ and 13™

! Gvasalia J. The Aragvi Gates (Darialani). From the history of Georgia and the Caucasus, Tb., 1976
(in Georg.).

? Mindorashvili D. Archaeological excavations in Khevi (Kazbegi region). Tb., 2005, p. 163 (in Georg.).
3 Mypagbes C. H. ITronemeeBa kapra kaBkasckoii Anbanun u yposenb Kacrmst. BJIU, 1983, Nel,
pp. 117-147; see also: ®ununos H. M. O6 u3menennu yposusa Kacnuiickaro mops. CIIb., 1890.

* Kornelius Tacitus. anals. p. 538.
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centuries: by 3 meters in the 10" century and by 10 meters in the 13" -14™ centuries'),
there were other reasons for the Middle Eastern Civilized world to take advantage
of the exit passing through the Georgian mountains. These were the floods, flowing
of large amounts of water from the river bed in the lowlands of the Terek and Sulak
Delta between Khazar and Daruband, taking straight to the steppes. The large area,
covered with water and swamps, posed great hardship to the cavalry. It was impos-
sible to cross the background of the river, move in the water up to the waist and pass
tens of kilometers. But the Khazars could choose the right time when the water was
not dangerous and the ways, which were familiar only to the locals, for raiding in the
direction of Daruband. It was impossible for the foreigners to force themselves into
the water, and they chose to invade the North Caucasus and reach the Khazar capital,
Semender, by the mountain road — Darial. Another hindering factor was the sand
dunes in the dry steppes on the right bank of the river Terek. In the first millennium
AD, due to high humidity, Tergused to move from the riverbed not only to the right,
but also to the left banks, where nowadays, there are large Cossack Stanitsas/villages
and homesteads.? Thus, people heading to the Caspian Sea side of the North Cauca-
sus calledDaryal as the ,,Caspian Gates®, due to the mentioned factor.

Considering the material preserved in the works of ancient authors (Strabo, Pliny
the Elder, etc.), according to which the roads in the South Caucasus were an impor-
tant section of the great caravan-trade highway of Eurasia,it will not be difficult to
conclude that the interest of the superpowers in controlling the cliffs of the Greater
Caucasus, and one of the most important of them — the ,,Caucasus Gates“ — was driv-
en by military-strategic and economic goals. Consequently, from ancient times the
empires have been constantly trying to gain a foothold in the South Caucasus (either
to conquer the existing political units here or to act as loyal allies) and thus to gain
control of the Greater Caucasus. That is why they wanted not only to protect them-
selves from the Eurasian nomads, but also, if necessary, to use this fierce military
force in their own interests.

Due to the above mentioned the owner of the ,,Caucasus Gates“-the Georgian
state was constantly facing the most difficult challenges. Its success or failure was
largely due to the choice made by the rulers of the country in a particular historical
period of time: a) to take advantage of their own and use the nomads in confrontation
with an opponent with superior power; B) be themselves the supporters of the stra-
tegic interests of any superpower and thus ensure the peace and development of the
country. Naturally, there have been periods in Georgia’s centuries-old history when
there was simply no choice.

' T'ymunes JI. Otkpeitie Xazapuw. p. 111.
2 Ibid, pp. 88, 165-166; I'ymunes JI. Teicsuenerne Bokpyr Kacnmst. M., 2003, p. 158.
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THE FUTURE OF DARIALI FORT:
DANGERS, QUESTIONS AND A RESEARCH STRATEGY

Eberhard W. Sauer, Lana Chologauri,

Eve MacDonald, Davit Naskidashvili, Seth M.N. Priestman
United Kingdom,

Georgia

Introduction

Four years of joint Georgian-British fieldwork (2013-2016) have enabled us to date
the construction of Dariali Fort and have shed much new light on its later occupation.
Little is known, however, about the earlier occupation of the hilltop, as the erection of
the late antique fort walls still standing today was preceded by systematic clearance
of the ground, so that the walls could be built on solid bedrock. Excavation on the
western slopes has the potential to shed light on the chronology of earlier occupation.
The steep terrain, the depth of loose sediments and a nearby gas pipeline will, howev-
er, make fieldwork very difficult. Large-scale excavation in this area could also shed
significant new light on a major road-blocking wall, much of which is buried under
occupation debris. With 96 radiocarbon samples processed from Dariali Fort and the
associated cemetery (not counting an additional ten from Gveleti and Bakht’ari and 20
from pollen cores), we have also failed to find evidence for occupation in the twelfth
century, the very time when King Davit IV the Builder reportedly gained control over
the fort. (All samples from the fort date to the fourth to tenth/early eleventh and the
thirteenth, fourteenth or fifteenth centuries, but there are earlier samples from the area
south of the fort and the wider surroundings; the earlier second millennium is also
represented at other sites examined.) This may be a result of partial occupation of the
hilltop in the early second millennium, twelfth-century occupation perhaps centred
on an area not excavated to date. We propose a research strategy to fill this gap and to
provide further information on the layout of late antique and medieval Dariali Fort. A
further desideratum is the exploration of the aqueduct that supplied the fort with water,
one of the most remote cases of advanced hydraulic engineering in the late antique
world. Dariali Fort is a site of extraordinary strategic and historic significance, and
it is hoped that further fieldwork will be possible, whilst development or any rapid
reconstruction of the fort might make it impossible to answer key questions.

Preliminaries
Excavations and surveys on Dariali Fort and in its surroundings have taken
place in the 1930s directed by Andrei Pavlovich Kruglov', the 1960s by Leila Tsit-

" Kpyrnos A. II. Apxeonorudeckue pabotsl Ha Peke Tepek (Archaeological work on the River
Terek). Coperckast Apxeonorus, 1937, pp. 245-250.
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lanadze', the late 1980s to early 1990s by Davit Mindorashvili*> and the 2010s by
our project’. Having published our work very recently, there is as yet little to add
to the conclusions arising from our fieldwork and the important earlier work by
Georgian scholars. Worth noting, however, is that recalibration of our earliest mod-
elled samples, using the 2020 OxCal curve (AD 360-418 and 353-412 at 95.4%
probability), now suggests that fort construction started in the late fourth or very
early fifth century. Rather than summarising our results, we will focus on as yet un-
answered questions and propose strategies for resolving them. Where relevant, we
cite passages in our report guiding the reader to numerous pertinent publications
and sources which there is no space to list and discuss here.

Dariali Fort’s origins and its road-blocking wall

Fig. 1 Fig. 2 Fig. 3

When Dariali Fort (Figs 1-3) was built, probably starting in the late fourth/early
fifth century and largely completed in the fifth century, the entire hilltop appears to
have been cleared of sediments down to the bedrock. Having excavated close to 10%
of the interior of the fort, and some of it down to the bedrock, we failed to find any
traces of surviving pre-fourth-century occupation or structures. It is not beyond possi-
bility that small pockets of earlier material could be found, if all of the interior was ex-
cavated, but the chances of significant earlier deposits or walls surviving here are slim.

! Tsitlanadze L. Dariali Castle (archaeological research). Dzeglis Megobari, 1971, pp. 27-28; 62-67
(in Georg.); Tsitlanadze L. Archaeological monuments of Khevi (Kazbegi). Tb., 1976 (in Georg.);
Tsitlanadze L. The results of archaeological research in Khevi. Matsne, 1, 1977, pp. 93-108 (in
Georg.); Tsitlanadze L., Kakhidze A., Shatberashvili Z. Gigias Satibi Cemetery (Dariali Gorge).
Archaeological sites of Medieval Georgia, 6, Tb., pp. 70-80 (in Georg.).

2 Mindorashvili D. Archaeological Excavations in Xevi/‘the Ravine’. Tb., 2005 (in Georg.).

3 Sauer E. W., Chologauri L., Gabunia A., Hopper K., Lawrence D., MacDonald E., Mashkour M.,
Mowat F. A., Naskidashvili D., Pitskhelauri K., Priestman Seth M.N., Shumilovskikh L., Simpson
St. J., Tiliakou A. et al. Dariali: The ,,Caspian Gates"“ in the Caucasus from Antiquity to the Age of
the Huns and the Middle Ages: The joint Georgian-British Dariali Gorge excavations & surveys
0f 2013-2016. 2020.
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There is a much better chance, if no certainty, that earlier material could be pre-
served in the narrow passage to the west of the stronghold. We do not know if the late
antique workforce, clearing the entire hilltop from earlier structures and occupation
horizons, pushed the debris down the nearest edge of the plateau. Alternatively, in
order not to compromise the natural defences, it might have dumped such material
down the steep east cliffs of the fort, where the strong currents of the River Tergi
would have rapidly washed away all debris. In the former case, redeposited finds at
the western foot of the fort should inform us on the chronology of earlier occupation
as well as the nature of occupation (e.g. via pieces of military equipment) and the cul-
tural/economic links of the garrison with the outside world. The massive road-block-
ing wall is, to judge by its masonry, of similar date as the late antique fort', but it is
possible that remnants of earlier walls, other structures or in-situ deposits might be
preserved in the narrow passage west of the fort. Earthmoving operations in the area
in the 1960s have unearthed artefacts assigned to earlier centuries®. Literary sources,
summarised elsewhere?, provide ample evidence for Dariali Fort’s occupation reach-
ing back centuries before the fort was built that still crowns the hilltop today, but the
question as to the earliest fort’s date of foundation remains unresolved. Irrespective
of how much or how little occupation materials or constructions of the first third of
the first millennium and before survive, the late antique road-blocking wall itself is
of major historical and architectural interest and would merit further investigation.

Whilst there is no question that fieldwork in the passage to the west of the fort
promises to yield major insights into the late antique barrier wall, and may well shed
unique light on the strategic fort’s early history, excavations here would be excep-
tionally difficult. A sondage (Trench X) revealed that many metres of debris have
accumulated on the western slopes of the fort in the Middle Ages. Even at a depth
of over six metres, we were still in late first millennium-levels*. How many metres
or tens of metres of debris may have accumulated in the valley bottom west of the
fort over the past one-and-a-half millennia is anybody’s guess. Perhaps one could
attempt drilling cores into the debris, but the nearby gas pipeline along the modern
track, may not permit applying any techniques that cause major vibration and a core
would not yield a large quantity of artefacts or organic matter associated with the
earliest levels. Ground-penetrating radar might perhaps reveal the depth of debris,
but not the date of deposits or structures buried at considerable depth. For a trench
dug by machine or manually there would be two options. One could either excavate
a trench of limited size through the very loose and unstable sediments, but this would

! Dariali: The ,,Caspian Gates“... pp. 162-166.

? Tsitlanadze L. Dariali Castle (archacological research). pp. 27-28, 62-67.
3 Dariali: The ,,Caspian Gates"“... pp. 858-870.

*Ibid, pp. 159-161.

106



Fig. 4

require professional rock-solid shoring that would need to be extended downwards
whenever digging deeper, as well as a safe lifting mechanism for the soil and stones
excavated. Alternatively, one could attempt to clear the entire slope of all stones and
debris down to ancient levels, but this would have to be done systematically, elim-
inating any risk of stones rolling down the steep slope and endangering excavators
working at the base. If reaching a deeper level than the pipeline, the west side of the
massive trench would need to be stabilised, e.g. with a concrete wall. If all debris
was removed manually, one would need a large, diligent and energetic workforce
employed perhaps for several successive summer seasons. Earth-moving machinery
could remove the substantial overburden of loose and poorly stratified debris much
more rapidly and safely and without jeopardising archaeological structures or the
pipeline, if keeping a safe distance from both. The soil should be examined for finds
away from the slope. Such an operation, followed by manual excavation of ancient
layers sealed under the vast quantities of debris, would also unearth the fort’s west
cliffs and strong natural defences, hidden from view for well over a thousand years.
The road-blocking wall itself would require careful examination and restoration, to
avoid the danger of potential partial collapse following the gradual removal of the
deposits abutting and stabilising it, both to ensure the safety of excavators and the
preservation of this important monument.

Our examination revealed that the associated tower (Fig. 4) has a, partially col-
lapsed, vaulted roof and the interior is filled with stones and all walls, except for (the
upper levels of?) the north face, are abutted by massive layers of stones and debris.
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Safe excavation of the interior under this part-collapsed stone vault would not be
without its challenges, but could be accomplished, after the removal of the deposits
abutting it, with professional restoration of the remains and solid shoring.

Dariali Fort’s interior occupation

If there is little prospect of excavations within Dariali Fort unearthing much, if
any, early-first-millennium or earlier levels, they have every potential of providing
us with major new insights into the fort’s late antique and medieval occupation. As
we now have a much better understanding of late antique and medieval masonry
styles, even stripping the topsoil and exposing the top of walls should enable us to
compile much more comprehensive plans of the fort at various stages of occupation.
It should allow us to locate the gate, maybe next to the prominent tower in the west,
and further intramural buildings. Should there be any remains of religious architec-
ture (e.g. a church and/or fire temple), this would add an invaluable new dimension
to Dariali’s history. In selected places, excavation could explore related occupation
horizons. Perhaps such an operation would also lead us to the so far elusive occupa-
tion of the fort after King Davit IV the Builder had conquered it in 1118'. No traces
of twelfth-century occupation have come to light from our trenches, but perhaps a
small garrison occupied then just part of the strategically more significant and so far,
unexplored eastern parts of the fort. Systematic recovery (including selective sieving/
floatation of soil) and study of finds promises to shed much new light on the outpost’s
changing economic and cultural ties to the north and south over time.

Dariali’s aqueduct

Dariali Fort boasts a sophisticated siphon aqueduct, yet little is known about this
major piece of ancient infrastructure so far>. A pedestrian survey, perhaps aided by
drone reconnaissance, would have a good chance to trace the water source and per-
haps the upper sections of the aqueduct. One could attempt to ascend along the align-
ment of the aqueduct uphill, beyond the scree covering much of it, or follow streams
and their tributaries in the area to their sources. An analysis of the mortar and archi-
tecture of the remains should provide us with a more sophisticated understanding of
how it functioned.

Cemeteries and extramural structures

All graves excavated in the cemetery south of the fort were datable to the late
seventh/eighth to the late tenth/early eleventh century. With so little land suitable for
graves near the fort, there can have been no large if any earlier cemetery near the fort.

! Dariali: The ,Caspian Gates®... p. 907.
2 Ibid, pp. 166-171.
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Nonetheless, there are small unexplored areas to the south-west of the fort that might
merit trial trenches. Dariali Fort was demonstrably occupied in the fourteenth century
and perhaps some years or decades before and/or beyond. It may be worth investigat-
ing if the cemetery extended away from the fort and if there are late medieval graves
south of the trenches we excavated. Terracing(?) walls to the south-west of the fort
have not as yet been examined and neither is much known about a (post-medieval?)
rock-cut road on the east side of the gorge. The history of modern military tunnels
and trenches at the fort would also merit further investigation. No occupation layers
seem to survive on barren Bakht’ari Ridge, the main barrier probably functioning in
symbiosis with Dariali Fort. Early material may survive at the base of the cliffs, but
a deep sondage through loose rocky sediments would be required to test the hypoth-
esis. Further south, Davit Mindorashvili' (pls VI-XV) discovered and partially exca-
vated a sixth to eighth-century cemetery at Gveleti. This is the earliest cemetery in
the gorge and further excavation and modern scientific analysis of the remains would
have unique potential to shed light on the demography of a late antique community
in the gorge.

Mapping fortifications

Combining laser scanning by Malkhaz Datukishvili and rectified drone photogra-
phy and total station surveys have now enabled us to produce a plan of Dariali Fort
(Figs 1-3), including areas that cannot be accessed safely, but further survey to refine
the plan and enhance our understanding of the landscape of control is desirable. The
same should be possible for the late antique fortification on Bakht’ari Ridge? north of
Dariali Fort, medieval Gveleti Fort® further south and a (second-millennium?) fortifi-
cation with a prominent stone tower above modern Stepantsminda®.

Dariali in danger

Roadworks and pipeline construction, as well as military endeavours at times of
crisis, have caused damage to Dariali, Bakht’ari and Gveleti Forts and associated
barriers and cemeteries in modern times, and there are more imminent dangers today.
When we first worked at Dariali, in 2013, the fort and its surroundings including the
associated cemetery was unoccupied land, protected by its marginal location in a bor-
der zone, if already a piece of ground in the cemetery had been cleared in preparation
for building a nunnery.

! Mindorashvili D. Archaeological Excavations in Xevi/‘the Ravine’. pp. 19-101, 163-166, 176-
177, 199-201, 211-220.

2 Dariali: The ,,Caspian Gates“... pp. 231-241.

3 Ibid, pp. 243-274.

*1bid, pp. 312-315, 363, 908-909.
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Fig. 5

This has since been constructed (Fig. 5), partially erasing some of the shallow
early medieval graves in its foundation trenches'. An expansion of the nunnery would
cause further damage to graves and seal others under the floor of modern buildings.
More worrying are potential plans to build a church on top of Dariali Fort. Inevi-
tably, archaecology in the foundation trenches would be lost. It would furthermore
make it impossible for archaeologists to survey or excavate central parts of the fort’s
remains, perhaps for centuries. Plans to rebuild Dariali Fort cause similar concerns.
Whilst some of the original fort walls remain rock-solid to the present day, others are
no longer stable and could not support tall walls built on top of them. It would not
be possible to rebuild Dariali Fort without demolishing some of its preserved walls
and replacing them by modern walls. If built on a concrete platform, a reconstruction
would cause less damage, but would be less authentic and make parts of the fort in-
accessible to archaeologists. This is not to imply that a partial reconstruction of the
fort should necessarily be ruled out, but it should only be considered after further
careful excavations (which could also contribute to greater accuracy of any attempts
to reconstruct parts of the fort, virtually or in reality) and only in areas where it can
be done without extensive damage to preserved archacology.

Conclusion
Dariali is uniquely important for the history of Georgia and, controlling one of the
strategically most significant mountain passes in the world, for ancient and medieval

1 bid, pp. 217-218.
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history. It merits further investigation as well as protection from modern develop-
ment so that it can continue to inform and inspire future generations. Being at the
crossroads of the Steppe Zone, Europe and Asia, it has unrivalled potential to shed
light on the contacts and conflicts between some of most powerful empires in world
history, with Iberia/Georgia taking centre stage.

Figure 1: Map of late antique Dariali Fort and associated installations and the
trenches excavated by our project.

Figure 2: Rectified drone image of Dariali Fort in summer.

Figure 3: Rectified drone image of Dariali Fort in winter.

Figure 4: The rectangular tower (with its walls visible just behind the right team
member) on the road-blocking wall, overlooking the northern approaches to the fort,
in 2014. Buried under many metres of stone collapse and debris, covering the steep
slope above, excavation would be very difficult.

Figure 5: The modern nunnery in the area of the early medieval cemetery in 2016.
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3mgdLb ImEab. 3Mgbdo@ g 0mabglb abobo (gmanlb s dogmanl as@dm(3930L
00b5b3o, 39309805 bambgda) dodysglb LomdMmew IGMgdol Babssmdwaa.
AmEaLyz 3Mgbdndgm 0mabgl nbobo M3nbmzalb godm3yszb s dgbedsdal by-
b56035L 8dmg3l, ImBobssmdmagag dbaMglh o Mhgds oM (3900 dsdnsbo,
ob (3bmggmo, 3ob(3 dgodmgds gowom@hgl dggdsl. ol dgdwga, Moz yggmes
389gmb dggodgb, 3Mgbdo@gfn omoby dom dMMbadl magasbo Lozbmazmg-
dgedo. 35 dbmeme 0d0@m8 303Ys3L nbnbo SoMoaw 396, MmA3, bbgs d93-

! Zarncke F. Der Priester Johannes. Erste Abhandlung, enthaltend Capitel I, II und III. In:
Abhandlungen der philologisch-historischen Classe der Koniglich Sachsischen Gesellschaft der
Wissenschaften, VII, Leipzig, 1879, g3. 909-924 [930b@mmgl mmomobyta &94b@G0n]; Oppert
G. Der Presbyter Johannes in Sage und Geschichte. Ein Beitrag zur Voelker und Kirchenhistorie
und zur Heldendichtung des Mittelalters. Berlin, 1870 (2. verbess. Aufl.), 3. 26-50 [Eg@oals
39M356xmo mofgdsbal.
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0bg9390, 39409mbgb yzgms 0@sd056L s (3bmggmb. gb 15 baeboa, dmenm
9930L 60b, 56@0dM0b@ gl MM, J394bngMgdal mmbogg 306 godmgs,
05035390L 6306@sbms yzgmes Ladymeygmb, o Jomsd MHmAL. dscman Mozbgo
360b MmamE (3 Jg0ds dezada. o3 bombgdobogol babssmdogamdalb asbggsl
396 39dmgdl 396396000 Ladgym. 03d(39, B0bsLBSMIgGy3z9mal bodygzgdal
®0b5b3s, gb bambgdo domn ImJ3ggdgd0olb dodgboo gobzombgol mal
396 ©ogbbEMgd0sb. By (306 oMz (39360 @ Z3cmnl Mabbgs ndgzoo
355650 mM93L, MmM3 Bomash gMgma(z 3o o6 oMRgds'.

06@9M3mma (300 (C) 394360m0 0bos 0gmb 1221 Brmodwg?. 3obo dooman
byomm ¢bms ymgomoaym ,omgdbobomgl Mmdsbol™ memabydn gg@mbos. gm-
30b o 35gmaob 490dm (3935 3m30bsMmgmMdL d0dmnnwsb (sdswgdol Bogbo:
X, 2; gdgg0gemo: XXXVIII, 1-23, XXXIX, 1-16; a08mzbogds: XX: 1-3, 7-10)°.
33m3omnd@in bombgdol dndmonMo asdm393s 0msnbGM&-gmobob-
& bMggddo og)39330Mms dmgdLabomg 3s3gmbgmal dog® RMoomm-
9030 3m3NddsMg bambgdal Bobssmdmaga 3ol 53980b 3m@ngzlb. mgagbooal
30639 bogydggmb g3b30gd0m 0mbgd Bmozonbomsb I bayy 39bgdo. d98ama-
do 3003mM (39353 donmm GmEM3s, HMImol Mobobdowsrs smygdLbsabomg 3s39-
©mbgm3ds AMmommgmndo Bogzg@e gmaol s dogmgol bombgda. hszg@omo
bombgdo mogobo bodymayzgmowsb 1bos gsdmbymoayszbgb dgmmgo dmbgmoal
OmbY amaolb s dogmanl 0©gb@0gn3069ds bogdmes bbgsmsbbgs bom-
bob, mInogcgboe dmdmadatg bombgdmab, 30bgsbs(z dnboata dmbabemg-
mdobogol dmpames bagmmby.

omgdbobomg 353900mbgmolb dogfm amaol s dogmanl baembgdol Bogg-
35bmab ©s35330Mgd00 VII Lo 39b0©sb momabymo Bystmgdabmgol gs6-

! Zarncke F. Der Priester Johannes. g3. 911; Oppert G. Der Presbyter Johannes in Sage und
Geschichte. a3. 29-31; 36gbdo@gm amobglb mganbonl dgbobgd ob.: Knefelkamp U. Die
Suche nach dem Reich des Priesterkonigs Johannes. Dargestellt anhand von Reiseberichten und
anderen ethnographischen Quellen des 12. bis 17. Jahrhunderts. Gelsenkirchen, 1986; Baum
W. Die Verwandlungen des Mythos vom Reich des Priesterkonigs Johannes: Rom, Byzanz und
die Christen des Orients im Mittelalter. Klagenfurt, 1999; Wagner B. Die ,Epistola presbiteri
Johannis‘, lateinisch und deutsch, Uberlieferung, Textgeschichte, Rezeption und Ubertragungen
im Mittelalter, mit bisher unedierten Texten (= Miinchener Texte und Untersuchungen zur
deutschen Literatur des Mittelalters 115). Tiibingen, 2000; 3. dsMady. Ladomggmm ©s
®350mMbBgdo. md., 1973, a3. 33-34; 3. doMndy. x35MMLbyma oddnmgds sz0m sBs-
dg690gmbs s ©gdg@ Mg 30M39mDg. LodJoMmmgzgmmb PMHmngHnmMdgdo dadsbGnsbs ©s
obogmygm 93em3sbmab (X-XII LL.). »d., 1984; 5. gmamady. nmsbg 36gbgn& 9ol mmg-
39600L abEmGagmo s dodmogma bogndgmagdal dgbobgd. md., 2005.

? Zarncke F. Der Priester Johannes. g3. 893; Silverberg R. The Realm of Prester John. New York,
1972, a3. 64.

? 50b0dbye Lognmbdg ob. Van Donzel E. and Schmidt A. Gog and Magog in Early Syriac and
Islamic Sources, Sallam’s Quest for Alexander’s Wall (= Brill’s Inner Asian Library, Vol. 22).
Leiden, 2009, a3. 4-5, 12-13.

* 0439, ag. 10-11, 23.
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3LodbmzgMgmo gobes bLoMaymo GFMown(zns: ,omgdLabomgl mgagbos® (629-
630 66.) 09, 35bbo3momtgdom, gbgzom-3gommanbol boGoyma ,a88mbs-
©905“ (VII Loy 39960l @ababuymo). gbggom-3gommemonbol ,a03msbogds®
1339 9Mg39 0mamadbs dgmdbyymac (700-710 66.) s 9Mdbmmomsb momo-
by@ow (710-720 bE.). 54906 semgdLabodg 35 390mbgmal dogH sggdema 3o-
ol 8m@ 030 339 Ladmmmm Loboo go3M(3gmEs MeMbNE ©sbogmgmdn'.
Lofomm GFowa(30dn, 0bggg Gmam s 3obs8g 0nsnbEM-gmabob@n®
BM300(30530, 5emqqLabomg 3 39mbamal 3960 §M®360d369mm3bo sGnb
mmgamobgdamoa 3o339L0sda. ob sanmao, bosz smgdbebog 3s 3900mbgm-
35 hogg@o bombgdo, Gmameg 6gbn, 500bndbgdmes &gmdnbom ,,30b30al 3o-
0", 0339MoGmM byMmbob MML, 3mMdMmmb bmdbgmdo gJb3gonzngdab
dgdmgg (57-67 66.), ,35L300L 3060“ gbmEgdmEs sMasmal gsbabgmagemb.
omdLobemg 8s39MbgmB8s nd M Bmalb FmMal 55396 3oMnZ 8ol 3g8maa,
o3 bmbEmm ob9dacgebds (531-579 bb.) 0gmd96@83dn sogm M3060L 3060

39335b00b DMy, smgdbsbomg 3s390mbgmal mgaqbos babammdmog wo-
13938000 Joms] gMdgb@La. o3 dgdmbgggeda smgdbobomg 3s390m-
bgm3ds ggm@o bombgdo Rs39@ o 30ob @s begol dmEmab s godmym ©sbsm-
Rgbo J3996096gdabgsbs.

06 gM3mma(300L 30630 qdobmgal sbggg 360336gmmzebos Jotomgzgm
3983991 3096 39335b00b RMammgmnseb Ladbgmm domadob godmy3s6al
365g&030L, (396@MdmnEa dno bow3nbggdol (39em3gmo momabyFa (36m-
3900l 3mba(393530L gomgamabbnbgds. mgmbn dGmgzgmoal ,,dg5gms (36m3-
696530, 3gMdbymm s momaby® Bysmmgddn pbgom >l (36mdgdo, Mm-
©gbs Jodormoab (0dgmonl) bLodgmmb ddsmmzggmgdl MgammoMymsn gow©-
dm3ysgm Ladbgmm baBomagdo sosmal gbom Bobs sbosdo Bamdmgdmma
m3380bm30b. (3968 s Loy 3969980b 3gMomEdn smbndbamo GMs-
©0(300 3obssbms daama@ V-3, XI bogy 3mbal 60-056 6emgddo, Gmogbsz o
Lghagms bLymmbob, smg-sGbEsbal, msdMmdgdal EMHML MMxgM aow-
3dm0ygobs mbgdab 360d369mmmgaba Ladbgomm doms afmnsmoab gabom, 456dals
53065bmsb e30M0b3nMgdal MMLL ©ognm IV 908539693 9mb otnsmals

"odsg, 13-30.

2 Anderson A. R. ,Alexander at the Caspian Gates”. Transactions of the American Philological
Association, 59, 1928, a3. 135-139, 142-152.

* Van Donzel, Schmidt. Gog and Magog. a3. 51-56; semgdbabomg 35390mbgmal dstngmmeb
05353806900 0b. 456bs 3nm@gdoom: Anderson A. R. Alexander’s Gate, Gog and Magog, and
the Inclosed Nations, Cambridge. Mass., 1932.

* 3580007 Joommabs. Jomomal (3bmzMmagds. I, §9dbE0 awagbamo yzgmes doMomswo
bgmbsbgMob dobgogom b. yobhRodgomoal dng®, »d., 1955, a3. 313; Alemany A. Sources on
the Alans. A Critical Compilation (= Handbook of Oriental Studies, Sect. 8, Central Asia, Vol. 5).
Leiden, 2000, a3. 273.
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aboo (1118 B.) go8m3ysgl yoghomgda', Gab d98mgasz 0B8ygdl Logomgm
bedbgmm 94b3gEn(3098L. oam@ol dMdmmada dmbsbamgmdsl amgdgb
40gRomagdo s, sbgzg, mbado (semsbgd0)% gomerao II-b dgbobgd smbadbmmos,
™3 mbgdo s yoghomgdn, Modgb smsl 3oibog dcmdsbgdws, 3ol Babady
3m@om©b76°. gommgo II-3 L3sALgmab sMdsa M6, nrmEga0Dcsb MBabomgal
Logommnggmmb bodgymb Moddemmsb ghmaw godmanygzsebs mbgdal badbgomm
domo’. 038560l bobssmBrogg 9969530l MM msBsmab Ibstgl ndMdmobagb
yogBomado, satgmagg bbgs 3o339bogmo dmogemgdn®. 3o8dmEal d6dmenals Bab
5mbndbyemons, ™3 yoghomgdn msdamal B06sdg 093696 LodbobyEabogal®.
AmEaLys 03039 333dmEab ddmmabmgalb mseddstmal b3smbgomdo Babgmsad-
g 0535600 ©d 300 bmbmsbo 35dm3z3000696 MdnmabnEsb, Lbgs LodbgomMm
boBomgdmab gfmsm oo 309393696 mbgdo s yoghomgda’. Im@sboema (36m-
3980 5A3969096, Hm3 XII Loy 3mbgbs s XIIT Loy 3mbol obobynlbdo badsm-
»39emb bLadggnm 3o6ab dog@m 39330b0ob AMEomMgmoEsb Ladbgomm bsBa-
m9dob go3myz6sL Mm3gdobmgal 3o 339990 Mmoo 3jmbos Mganmomia-
o babg s dgndmgds gogoMemmmo, MmI gb mbabdngdgda bm&(309mog-
dmEs N3mozMgboe ofnsmal gboom.

XII boyygnbob o XIII bogy3mbol ababyabolb momaby®a (36mdgda Jom-
®39mos bddgxnmb 5939396 amaob s 8sgmaob Lodymggmal Mdgsmm bosk-
mm3ggb: 6306 bogmagob 306@mEMab, sbbgmmbal (36mdsda (XII b.) @ogoom
5035996939l dgbobgd smbndbyymoas, MmAd dob, dobo babsdMgdagom, ggoms
3ob300b 3060, amal s dogmalb M3 DrMogL, s oMmogmds dob. (36mdab
©369M0b @AM 50b0dbym Imgamgmdal sbEmmgdws dobo dgamo [©gdgE)-
&g 1. mmogg@abob ,s80980b abEmMosda® (1220-1221 66.) Jotimggmada
Bom3mea gbomo 56056 JMob@nsbgdew, Mmdmagda(s (36m3mHmMdg6 L3sEMbgmals
39bmdmoE, smmddnmo d399600s6 3g@o@ ImEL; Jommggmagdol Ladgym
36(39m@9ds 3ob3dnal d;mgdsdwyg, Lo smydbeboyg 3s390mbgmals BogM

' 03300 50085376930l ab@mEngmbo. (3bmgMmgds Jgxgm-3ggabs agomaba. Jotomals
3bmgegds. I, &gdb@o mewagboma yggmes doGomawn bgmbsobgmolb dobgmgam b. youb-
Rodgamob dogm, md., 1955, a3. 335-337.

2 m. ogmoobady. Bomg gMm3sgmal (36mdgdo @egz00 5B85dgbgdgmab dgbobgd. bLadoMmgyg-
o Ogboseggmab bobsdn, Hmbmeggmal @edswgdal 800 Brmobmsgabswdn dodmgboemn
369dnmo, md., 1966, a3. 245-246.

? mods gomgab-Hmabogmoa 85858)006g. Jotommal (3bmg@mgds. I, &9Jb@o wawagborn
439 doMoman bgmbobg@ab dobgwgnom b. goymbRadgamal 0@, md., 1955, a3. 367.

*obBMA00ba s 9B3oba JoMogebrgmabo. Jofommoab sbmgmgds. 11, 89JLbG0 Lawagbarma
y39ms doMoma@on bgmbabgmal dobgogom b. yombhodzomal 8ng®, md., 1959, a3. 11.

*0dsg, a3- 53.
®0dsg, a3. 64.

" 0d39, 33- 65
§ 9. 535m0dg0mn. %35GMbobms MMNEsb: Mmobo baabGmEnm baMzggge. 0d., 1989, a3. 17-18, 20.
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Rogg@nmo bambgdo grmogdosb s6@0dM0bE gl 3mbgmsbl; 368 0dM0b@glb go-
3mRgbabob Rozg@omoa bambgdo 30dmabamgzgb babommdgdl s ymggmaszgl
a05B56589896". m0gg@mLbosb 3ob3nal 3oMa (Bs3g@0mo bambgdals sanm-
bodymaggen) dgbadmgdgmns 50bndbogoglb Mmam(s omnsmb, sbggg gM-
396@L. 0bbgmbmob 3ob3ool oMo LagoMoyme anmabbdmdl omosmols
30babgmgmb, MoEasb 30bndbymas, Mm3 3gig ogomb gb goMa gdoms dobo
Bobodmgdngom. smbodbymo pMmal dbmgmam G43980L 6sBombgs 3oL3o-
0l 3oMo 3mmogLgdmmos @omasmal gobobzmgmmsb: dogomoma, gmomb
bmgmomb Ge30g (1119 6.)% ms8dg6 g Lyb-mBgmals Bbmgmomb e 3o-
by (oob. 1180 6.)% aboom@al s6mbodn&m M 30bg (XI-XII LL.)% mmbombals
RLaIM6al Abmgmomb Grm3odg (X L.)°.

Axge 393mbo 5mbadbogl (1267 6.), Gm3d 3ob3nal 3omol dogboom Rs3g-
&omo 0yzbgb Imbrmmmagdo s dom aodmabamMogl ob. 03 swgomal (Jomasg
©9M896@3d0) aodmaamgh gMmsb30b3o6gmgdds (300md MNdGM 0L dmabayy-
mds 1253-55 66.), Hmegbsg 3mbommmgdobgsb w306 d6mbogdmobgb. og-
Ambadnbob s googgbol (36mdqdal bagmdzgmby Gmx g dg3mbo BgML:
omgdbobemg 3s3gEmbymo gdMdmes 5badbyem Ba(30gdL, dogmsed g9 dgd-
M om0 34Mmds. omgdLbabomg 3s39mbgmb Mm3d dgbedsdobo Dm3dgdo
o6 dogmm 8 baebgdol Bobsom3oga, 39M390m0 Mabs 396 godmgdos doom
dgdm@q3oL. smgdLabomyg 3s390mbgmal mm3g000 dm3oMeadatmyg dbatgl
34mg0 dngdo o9abermmzgEbgb 9M®3569mb ndggzemsw, MmI ambs LogM(sg
dbmmme gMomn g@mabomgab, bosg 96 smdsmms gobomzatn 3oMn’. Mm-
RJO 393M63s 594G (36mdgdol boggyydgzgmbdg gobdnal 3o dmomaglbs
©9M896@3d0 (Bmab s drrgal dmnb), Bog™ad dabo smbgMmammdabmgal Bys-
ML 3odmo@Gobs ol (36mds, Mmame(y 3obdnal 396 sbaboscngdwbgb, MHm-
qbaz 3ob 0739300696 @oGnamal gobobzmgmda (e dmab dmeMab). dbaszbo
300067555 356 30 3memmb (36mdsd0(s: 3ob3nab 3o (,M3060L 396M0%) ot gm
3membmgal o6l gMdg68)0; o363 bystmsab 3sb saMgomgg snmm so-
smob smbgFammds (sd@momueo (36mdgdo dgbsedsdobmdsdn Mm3 ymegaeo-

! Oliverus. Historia Damiatina. In: Die Schriften des Kolner Domscholasters, spéteren Bischofs
von Paderborn und Kardinal-Bischofs von S. Sabina Oliverus, hrsg. v. H. Hoogeweg, Tiibingen,
1894, a3. 232-233.

2 Von den Brincken A.-D. ,Mundus figura rotunda®“. In: Ornamenta Ecclesiae, Kunst und Kiinstler
der Romanik, 1. Katalog zur Ausstellung des Schniitgen-Museums in der Josef-Haubrich-
Kunsthalle, hrsg. v. A. Legner, K&ln, 1985, a3. 102.

* Miller K. Mappaemundi. Die éltesten Weltkarten. H. 3. Stuttgart, 1895, 800. 4.

* Reichert F. Das Bild der Welt im Mittelalter. Darmstadt, 2013, a3. 24-25.

* Miller K. Mappaemundi. 853. 3.

¢ Roger Bacon. Opus Majus. Ed. by J. H. Bridges, Vol. I, Oxford, 1897, a3. 268, 302-304, 364-365;
Roger Bacon. The Opus Majus. Translated by R. B. Burke, vol. I, Philadelphia, 1928, a3. 289-
290, 322-323, 381-382.
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g4m &Ma@o(300b 3mbo(39396056) @s dmablgbos smgdbsbomg ds39@mbgmals
30gM bambgdob Ro398 30 M Bmsl ImEal. ond3s 0g3g 96036y, Hm3 35306
0g, Mog bbgs bambgdmab gMmo, (3bmzMmdbgb yoghamgdn s 56d Imbrm-
mgdo'.

930bEMEgb 5380l 0b@qb(300bg aodmmJdmmas bbgowsbbgs dgbgwen-
mgdgd0: bagomommme dob byFes dggddbs 3omasw bszombago &qdb@o, boo-
365(3 3300bggmo 300 gdes 0bgmmdssnsl smdmbagmgmal bom3Mgdgdols
Jdgbobgd s 88a35M0@ G94LE0 0dbgdmes MMl goyzebal 3oMgn Lodmsemy-
d5; dgbadmms 938mMAML biyyMs g3aMmMbsbms ImBngsznal s3smmgds, HmA
3dmagto Jeab@nsbo dmbofdo dmgnmms oo abobdsfmgdmar; 86, dgbed-
mms, g30b@mmg 0gmb @m30na mo@gMoGmol dgamo; 83 dgdmbgggsdo
930bE Mg 3300b39mb bLed35DdMAL nEgsmNMa Lobgmdbogmb ©s ngsmY-
0 Labmgamgdal byGasmb. 3Ggbdod g 0mabgl ngsmyMo GognMs, Mm-
dgmo(3 996M00b693L bagHm s LabymagMm bgmabnymgdsl, Jdbows 3mb-
B®abEL Mol 303L s 033gMGMML dmMal s@Lgdema 3dogmn sdamab-
306930b 3mbbg?.

579 90bs M33gb0ndg s 3306M3900L FmEBobs 0b6@gM3mma300l go635M@g-
33bmsb s 3ogzdomgdom. MmEgbsi 068 gMm3memsiool s3@m@M3s hozg@omo
bombgdob g30bmen dgo@obs §gdb@do, 93 bMag g3obGmmyg bsdgomaw
30530EMs 300093 9Mmn ©sdsgdoma bomzMgdom. ggmamogogmo 3mb-
&94bEob 3goboom, gmaal s dogmgol bambgdal dmmagbgds 3GgLdadgM
0mobglb badgxmadn goM339mmbomo doMmgdymoas 03 Jadgbooc, HMA sfo-
0b@gMm3mmomgdymo §94b@0b dobgzom, 3Mgbdadgm nmobgl Ladggm dm-
03930 39335L0sb s dob Fndgdsmg GgMmoGmmnsba(s (Mowasb dob bodgaym-
do (36m3MMdgb sdm@dogdn). 3MgLbdadgm omsbgl Ladggrmb Ggmdnbgdom
»0b@mMgm0®, 96 ,Lodo bmgmo® 50b0d3bol MU, 39335L00l GgMoGmEaals
3md3939 39L& M 0mMdbal Ladgymda saMmgmag o6 Jdbal LoMonmgb.

930b@mmagl Labyobo GgdLENL dabgogom, 3MgbdoG g omsbgl Lodggm
dmo(393L 0boal 3mb@nbyb@ ol 3M(39m GgMo@mmngdL: dnsmme nbmgml
(bLos(s (3bMzgMmMdgb 305335b7d0), L3sMbgmb (Lowsz dwgdatgmdl dabo bo-
3953mb @gadomada Lybs), (396@MsnE sDasl (Lodemysbool 3GmEm3s-
35 0dymgzgds dob 3oMmdg), Ladggym 3M(39mEgds dsdommmbol am@mmadoy.
AmEabsz g3obGmmgl s3@mMo sbaal 3M(3gm G gMnGmmngdl 5mbndbagl
&9M30bgd0m ,,06mgmn” (,bLodn bpmgmn®), 3 dgdmbgzggzeado dobrgsl due

Lo 3Nbggdal MemobyMmn obogmgmnlb ggmamoganm GMmawoa(znsl. @gMdo-
bgdom ,0bmgmn®, 56 ,Lodn nbEmgmn® 50bnd6gdmms sDanl MHmam (s dg-

' Marco Polo. Von Venedig nach China. hrsg. v. Th. A. Knust, Darmstadt, 1983, ag. 42-45;
Anderson. ,Alexander at the Caspian Gates“. g3. 159-160.
? Silverberg. The Realm of Prester John. g3. 53-55.
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©3Mgdoom dmEgmao, sbgzg YBO™ sbrmm GgMaGmEngda, b3oMoE sMdmbag-
Mg dBM035(3, Joromns'. LodmgMgdo babs Dol o nbEmgmb dmEal o6
0ym 333900050 a530xbymoa: dogsmomam, gmoinb ob@gmmaeb (VII-VIII bL.)
338MM0 md3006 bmdbgmda, 3og3oLnal Fmab s asbgol Dgdm @abgdsl dm-
&0l 9dgdb 6mgl 30mds6b, 39809a 30 MIMommE gos@0b 0bEmMgmdn?. sbm-
b0do Mo396gmo agmamoggo (VII-VIII bb.) g@odsbgmalbgeb gobobbgeggdlb bad
0bmgmb: 30Mzgmo, ©0d0Mngs-g30mamn 3009Mgb sm8mbagmagmdn; 3g-
Mg, MmgfdsbGnge-gmadndobo (L3smbgomal GgMoGmmMos GoaMmbal J3q3m
©06930b 503mbagmagmom, bybsb gomdgdm) s 3gbedyg, Ly ze-dod@&Mnabs,
B9M0@mM0s 30b300b Brgolb smdmbagmgmoc?.

3mbm@ogb o3 nbEmNbgbbobo (XII L.) LoydMmmdl 3ob3dnol dmgdol dg-
Lobgd nbEmgmdn, HM3mabasbsy donmm Labgmo 39L300b begsd. ab dgdwga
533m3b, Mm3 0439 (93009650 0bEMgm3n) s dLebrMmg nEds Fmab s brgsal
3ol (d9Lods8obom, gMd96E™s6) Bo3g@s amaolb s dogmaolb bambgda’.
amBBMoE 308 9Mdmagema (1125-1202 66.) msg0b ,356mgmbdn“ ao0dmas3(393L,
Amam® Rs39@o dmgdLbobyg 3s390mbgemads s3momad@ o bambgdo gm-
30 ©d 35g3man 0bmgmal LadwgMgdmab®. 3m@s dmagznsbgdom, am@gmo-
©0 33mog gbgds gmal o dogmal, Mm3mgda(z omgdbebofyg awds hszg@e
3ob30ab BzoLmsb, bnemm (30Bs6G00b) 033gFMoGmMmIs 3gFs 3mgd go8mydgs
abobo m0s 3560056 — ©gH356@80ws6°.

dmo LogYbggdal g3Mm3gmgdlL XIII Laminbgdwy gozomgdoo bs3mgdo
0bgmEM3d(300 3gmbmom 39335L00b, Dmasa smdmbsgmgmal dgbsobgd, goc-
g 9680 39M0 bobol 5gHdbgdb o momabgdlb. dns Loy 3nbggdda, XII boyy-
39690807, mom0bgdobmgal 3o330L0d ghmagzemsew dnsmagom Mammb 436o-
©5 deadmmmo smdmbagmagmaljgb: gMmal bGng, Bemdwbab aom 339w
Bod@MdM03 (36md9dL Mganmbal dgbobgd, doacsd, dgmegl 8bMag, gb o6 ngm
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Do byomo dgg(335s0.

! Gregor H. Das Indienbild des Abendlandes (bis zum Ende des 13. Jahrhunderts). Wien, 1964, a3.
14-16; Simek R. Erde und Kosmos im Mittelalter. Das Weltbild vor Kolumbus. Miinchen, 1992,
a3. 80.

? Gregor. Das Indienbild des Abendlandes. 3. 21-22.

3 Ravennas Anonymus. Cosmographia: Eine Erdbeschreibung um das Jahr 700. Ubers. u. hrsg. v. J.
Schmetz, Uppsala, 1951, g3. 25.

4 Honorius Augustodunensis. De Imagine Mundi. Patrologia Latina 172, ed. J.-P. Migne, Paris,
1895, a3. 123.

> Gow A. C. The red Jews. Antisemitism in an apocalyptic Age 1200-1600 (= Studies in Medieval
and Reformation Thought, Vol. 55). Leiden, 1995, a3. 313.

¢ Godefridi Viterbiensis Pantheon sive Memoria saeculorum. Patrologia Latina, 198, ed. J.-P.
Migne, Paris, 1855, a3. 913.
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DARIALI — THE CASPIAN GATES IN THE EPISTLE
OF JOHN THE PRESBYTER

Alexander Tvaradze
Georgia

The report topic deals with the third (G) interpolation of the Epistle of John the
Presbyter. In an epistle dated back to 1165, John the Presbyter talks to the Byzan-
tine emperor- Manuel I — about his own country. The real author of the epistle is
unknown; the original text is written in Latin. The text of the Epistle became highly
known in the Middle Ages and it was translated into many languages. Five interpo-
lated sections were added to the original text of the letter in the 12" -13™ centuries.

John the Presbyter is presented in the Epistle as a ruler of the three India. On one
side, his kingdom extends to the territory of former Babylon. The letter lists various
wonders that can be seen in the kingdom of John the Presbyter. The inhabitants of his
kingdom are free from all kind of wickedness. The Samarkand Protopope, Patriarch
St. Thomas and the Archbishop of Susa are at the door of Presbyter. The state capital
is situated in Susa. The Epistle mentions the promise and/or wish of John the Presby-
ter, to march to the tomb of Christ and fight the unbelievers'.

The third (G) interpolation of the Epistle contains the episode of the peoples
locked up by Alexander the Great (§§ 15-20). The interpolation states that Alexan-
der the Great locked the Gog and Magog peoples (a total of 15 peoples) in the north
between extremely high mountains. John the Presbyter leads them to fight against
the enemies. (Because, according to Gog and Magog legend, these are cannibalistic
peoples.) When John the Presbyter brings them out for war and gives them proper
permission, (from the opposing side) there is no human or animal left who could es-
cape from being eaten. After all the enemies have been eaten, Presbyter John returns
them to their abode. He personally behaves so, because otherwise they would have
eaten all the people and animals. According to the prophecy, before the last period,
in the time of the Antichrist, these 15 peoples will come out of all four corners of
the earth and occupy all the dwellings of the saints, the great city of Rome. Their
number is as innumerable as the sand in the sea, and none of the kingdoms will be
able to resist them. However, according to the prophecy, these peoples will not be
able to attend the Day of Judgment because of their actions. Fire will come down

! Zarncke F. Der Priester Johannes. Erste Abhandlung, enthaltend Capitel I, II und III. In:
Abhandlungen der philologisch-historischen Classe der Koniglich Séchsischen Gesellschaft
der Wissenschaften, VII, Leipzig, 1879, pp. 909-924 [Latin text of epistle]; Oppert G. Der
Presbyter Johannes in Sage und Geschichte. Ein Beitrag zur Voelker und Kirchenhistorie und zur
Heldendichtung des Mittelalters. Berlin, 1870 (2. verbess. Aufl.), pp. 26-50 [German translation
of the letter].
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from heaven, and the wrath of God will destroy them so that not even ashes will
remain from them'.

Interpolation (C) must have been created before 1221%. The main source of the
interpolation must have been the Latin ,,Alexander’s novel“. The legend of Gog and
Magog is derived from the Bible?. Biblical transmission of apocalyptic Gog and Ma-
gog peoples has been linked, in Judeo-Hellenistic circles, to the motive of the Gates
built by Alexander the Great in the North, against the nomadic peoples. We find the
first basis of the legend with Josephus Flavius in the 1% century. Further, the trans-
mission took shape due to which Alexander the Great locked the peoples of Gog and
Magog in the North. Locked peoples were to leave their homes at the Judgment Day*.
Gog and Magog were identified with various peoples, mainly nomadic peoples, from
whom the local inhabitants expected threat.

From the 7™ century, the Syrian tradition: the ,Legend of Alexander” (629-630)
and, in particular, the Syrian ,Revelation” by Pseudo-Methodius (the end of the 7"
century), in connection with the closure of the peoples of Gog and Magog by Al-
exander the Great, became defining for Latin sources. The ,Revelation” by Pseu-
do-Methodius initially was translated into Greek (in 700-710) and from Greek into
Latin (in 710-720). Since then, the motive about the gates, built by Alexander the
Great, in its final form, was spread to the Latin West*> In the Syrian tradition, as well
as in the earlier Judeo-Hellenistic tradition, the Gates of Alexander the Great is un-
equivocally localized in the Caucasus. The place where Alexander the Great locked
the peoples, as a rule, was marked by the term ,Caspian Gates®. In the time of Em-
peror Nero (57 — 67), after Corbulo’s expeditions to Armenia, the Dariali Exit was
referred to as the ,Caspian Gates“. Alexander the Great built a gate there, between the

! Zarncke F. Der Priester Johannes. p. 911; Oppert G. Der Presbyter Johannes in Sage und Geschichte.
pp. 29-31; about legend of John the Presbyter see: Knefelkamp U. Die Suche nach dem Reich des
Priesterkonigs Johannes. Dargestellt anhand von Reiseberichten und anderen ethnographischen
Quellen des 12. bis 17. Jahrhunderts. Gelsenkirchen, 1986; Baum W. Die Verwandlungen des
Mythos vom Reich des Priesterkonigs Johannes: Rom, Byzanz und die Christen des Orients im
Mittelalter. Klagenfurt, 1999; Wagner B. Die Epistola presbiteri Johannis‘, lateinisch und deutsch,
Uberlieferung, Textgeschichte, Rezeption und Ubertragungen im Mittelalter, mit bisher unedierten
Texten (= Miinchener Texte und Untersuchungen zur deutschen Literatur des Mittelalters 115).
Tubingen, 2000; Badridze S. Georgia and Crusaders Tb., 1973, pp. 33-34; Badridze S. Crusaders
legend about David the builder and Demeter I. Georgia’s relations with Bisantium and west
Europe 10th-13th centuries, Tb., 1984 (in Georg.); Gogoladze A. About the historical and biblical
basis of the legend of John the Presbyter. Tb., 2005 (in Georg.).

2 Zarncke F. Der Priester Johannes. p. 893; Silverberg R. The Realm of Prester John. New York,
1972, p. 64.

* on the mentioned issue see: Van Donzel E. and Schmidt A. Gog and Magog in Early Syriac and
Islamic Sources, Sallam’s Quest for Alexander’s Wall (= Brill’s Inner Asian Library, vol. 22).
Leiden, 2009, pp. 4-5, 12-13.

*1bid, pp. 10-11, 23.

3 Ibid, pp. 13-30.

123



two mountains'. Since Khosrow Anushirvan (531-579) built the Iron Gates and the
Caucasus border in Derbent, the legend of Alexander the Great was partially linked to
the city of Derbent as well. In this version, Alexander the Great locked the wild peo-
ples between the mountain and the sea and separated them from the rest of the world?.

In order to explain interpolation, it is also important to take into account the prac-
tice of the withdrawal of troops by the Georgian kings from the North Caucasus, con-
sidering the data of separate Latin references of the Middle Ages. There is abundant
information in the ancient Greek and Latin sources and also in ,Life of Kings® by
Leonti Mroveli, corroborating that the rulers of the Kingdom of Kartli (Iberia) used to
regularly bring military units via Darialito the wars waged in the Front Asia. In Cen-
tral Middle Ages, in 1060s, Bagrat IV revived this tradition, when twice during the
expeditions of the Grand Seljuk Sultan, Alf-Arslan, he transferred a significant Osse-
tian military force through Dariali, during a confrontation with the Amira of Gandza®.
David IV the Builder, brought in the Kipchaks through Dariali (1118)*, after which he
began foreign military expeditions. The Kipchaks and also the Ossetians (Alans) took
part in the battle of Didgori’. As noted about George 111, the Ossetians and Kipchaks,
when receiving his order, came and stood by him as many thousands of men as were
commanded®. George II1, together with the army of the Georgian Kingdom, withdrew
the Ossetian military force on the war against Ildegiz the Atabag of Persia’. During
the uprising against Tamar, Kipchaks and other Caucasian mountaineers fought on
Tamar’s side®. It is noted that Kipchaks were in the service of Queen Tamar before
the battle of Shamkori’. Tamar and Davit Soslan, when leaving Tbilisi, were met by
Ossetians and Kipchaks along with other military units, before setting off to Persia to

' Anderson A. R. ,Alexander at the Caspian Gates”. Transactions of the American Philological
Association, 59, 1928, pp. 135-139, 142-152.

2Van Donzel, Schmidt. Gog and Magog. pp. 51-56; see regarding the Alexander Macedonian’s Gate
esp.: Anderson A. R. Alexander’s Gate, Gog and Magog, and the Inclosed Nations, Cambridge.
Mass., 1932.

3 Chronicles of Kartli, The history of Kartli. I, text established according to all major manuscripts
by S. Kaukhchishvili, Tb., 1955, p. 313 (in Georg.); Alemany A. Sources on the Alans. A Critical
Compilation (= Handbook of Oriental Studies, Sect. 8, Central Asia, Vol. 5). Leiden, 2000, p. 273.

4 Historian of David the Builder. Life of King David. Life of Kartli, I, text established according to
all major manuscripts by S. Kaukhchishvili, Tb., 1955, pp. 335-337 (in Georg.).

° Davlianidze L. Notes of Mathew Urhaeli about David the Builder, Georgia in times of Shota
Rustaveli, collection devoted to the 800" birth anniversary of Shota Rustaveli, Tb., 1966, pp.
245-246 (in Georg.).

¢ Chronicler of Lasha-George. Life of Kartli, I, text established according to all major manuscripts
by S. Kaukhchishvili, Tb., 1955, p. 367 (in Georg.).

7 History and admiration of Monarchs. Life of Kartli, I, text established according to all major
manuscripts by S. Kaukhchishvili, Tb., 1959, p. 11 (in Georg.).

8 Ibid, p. 53.

° Ibid, p. 64.
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fight for Shamqori'. References show that in the 12" and the early13™ centuries, the
withdrawal of military units from the North Caucasus by the Georgian royal court to
the wars occurred regularly for some time, and it may be assumed that these measures
were carried out mainly through the Dariali.

Latin records of the 12" and early 13" centuries locate the Georgian Kingdom in
the immediate vicinity of the habitat of Gog and Magog: the note of Anselius the can-
tor of Holy Sepulcher, (12 century) states that the king David the Builder, similar to
his ancestors, held the Caspian Gates, restricting Gog and Magog, and guarded it. At
the time when this note had been written, his son [Demeter 1] performed this duty?. In
wHistory of Damietta® by Oliverus (1220-1221), Georgians are represented as Chris-
tians living in the vicinity of Persia, very far away from the Promised Land; The king-
dom of the Georgians extends to the Caspian Mountains, where the peoples locked
up by Alexander the Great await the coming of the Antichrist; At the appearance of
the Antichrist, locked peoples will break down obstacles and destroy everything’.
The Caspian Gates,byOliverus, (the locked peoples’ location) supposedly can denote
as DarialsoDerbent. The Caspian Gates forAnselus presumably implies the exit of
Darial, due to the note, that King David, similar to his ancestors, held this gates. The
Caspian Gates, on some of the world maps of the mentioned time, is located at the
Exit of Dariali: for example, on the world map of Guido (1119)* on the world map of
Lambert de Saint-Omer (1180)°; on the anonymous map of Isidore (11th-12th centu-
ries)®; on the world map of the Psalms of London (13" century)’.

Roger Bacon notes (1267) that the Mongols were locked inside the Gates of the
Caspian Sea and they destroyed it. The Franciscans passed this place (in the city
of Derbent) (Geeom Rub ruck’s travels 1253-55) when they were returning from
the Mongols. Based on the references of Jerome and Ethicus, Roger Bacon writes:
Alexander the Great fought against these nations but was unable to conquer them. If
Alexander the Great had not taken appropriate measures against these peoples, no
race would have been able to withstand their assaults. Due to the prayer of Alexander
the Great, the mountains on the opposite side approached each other in such a way

!'Ibid, p. 65.

2 Avalishvili Z. Since the time of Crusaders: four historical studies. Tb., 1989, pp. 17-18, 20 (in
Georg.).

3 Oliverus. Historia Damiatina. In: Die Schriften des Kélner Domscholasters, spéteren Bischofs
von Paderborn und Kardinal-Bischofs von S. Sabina Oliverus, hrsg. v. H. Hoogeweg, Tiibingen,
1894, pp. 232-233.

4Von den Brincken A.-D. ,Mundus figura rotunda“. In: Ornamenta Ecclesiae, Kunst und Kiinstler
der Romanik, 1. Katalog zur Ausstellung des Schniitgen-Museums in der Josef-Haubrich-
Kunsthalle, hrsg. v. A. Legner, K6ln, 1985, p. 102.

> Miller K. Mappaemundi. Die dltesten Weltkarten. H. 3. Stuttgart, 1895, tab. 4.

¢ Reichert F. Das Bild der Welt im Mittelalter. Darmstadt, 2013, pp. 24-25.

" Miller K. Mappaemundi. tab. 3.
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that there was only space for one chariot, where he erected an amazing gates'. Roger
Bacon located the Caspian Gates in Derbent (between the mountain and the sea) due
to the current reports. But for its description he quoted a note from the source, charac-
terizing the Caspian Gates, as located at the exit of Dariali (between two mountains).

The situation is similar in Marco Polo’s note: The Caspian Gates (,Iron Gates)
is Derbent for Marco Polo; but from the source he also took a description of Darial
(current information to be consistent with the data of tradition) and mentions the clo-
sure of the peoples between the two mountains by Alexander the Great. However, he
noted that the Kipchaks used to live there at that time, along with a number of other
peoples, not the Mongols?.

Different opinions were expressed on intention of the author of the Epistle: he
probably wanted to create a well-read text from which the reader would receive in-
formation about the wonders of the East, and thus the text would be a good way to
pass the time; Perhaps the author wanted to raise the motivation of the Crusaders that
a powerful Christian monarch would come to help them, or perhaps the Epistle is a
monument to utopian literature; In this case the Epistle offers the reader a picture
of an ideal state and an ideal society. The ideal figure of Jon the Presbyter, uniting
secular and ecclesiastical authorities, created a contrast on the background of fierce
controversy between the Pope and the Emperor?.

Here I would like to make a few observations regarding the definition of interpo-
lation. When the author of the interpolation included an episode of Locked Peoples in
the text, the epistle in this regard was really enriched by another additional miracle.
In terms of geographical context, the placement of the Gog and Magog peoples in
the kingdom of Presbyter John is correct. For the reason that, due to the not interpo-
lated text, the kingdom of Presbyter John includes the Caucasus and its surrounding
area (because his kingdom is inhabited by Amazons). When the kingdom of John
the Presbyter is denoted by the terms ,India“ or , Three India®, the conversion of the
Caucasus territory into the Kingdom of John also poses no difficulty.

According to the original text of the Epistle, the kingdom of Presbyter John cov-
ers vast areas of the Asian continent: directly India (where the Brahmins live), Persia
(where Susa, the capital of his kingdom is situated), Central Asia (the Protopope of
Samarkand is at his court), the kingdom extends to the tower of Babel. When the
author of the epistle refers to the vast territories of Asia in the terms ,,India“ (, Three

"' Roger Bacon. Opus Majus. Ed. by J. H. Bridges, Vol. I, Oxford, 1897, pp. 268, 302-304, 364-365;
Roger Bacon. The Opus Majus. Translated by R. B. Burke, I, Philadelphia, 1928, pp. 289-290,
322-323, 381-382.

2Marco Polo. Von Venedig nach China. hrsg. v. Th. A. Knust, Darmstadt, 1983, pp. 42-45; Anderson.
»Alexander at the Caspian Gates”. pp. 159-160.

3 Marco Polo. Von Venedig nach China. hrsg. v. Theodor A. Knust, Darmstadt, 1983, pp. 42-45;
AndersonAndrew Runni. ,Alexander at the Caspian Gates ,,. pp. 159-160.
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India®), in this case, he follows the geographical tradition of the Medieval Latin West.
The terms ,, India”“ or ,, Three Indies” referred to both relatively distant and closer parts
of Asia, often to East Africa, Ethiopia!. The boundaries between the Front Asia and
India were not sharply separated: for example, with Ethicus Ester (4th-8th centuries),
the author first seeks Noah’s Ark in Armenia, between the Caucasus Mountains and
the upper stream of Ganges, and then moves directly to India®. The anonymous ge-
ographer from Raven (VII-VIII centuries) distinguishes three Indians: first, Dimiri-
ka-Evilatin the Far East; The second, Thermantica-Elamitis (Persian territory east
of the lower reaches of the Tigris, around Susa) and the third, Serika-Bactriana, the
eastern area from the Caspian Sea®.

Honorius Augustodunensis (12" c.) speaks of the Caspian Mountains in India,
from which the Caspian Sea took its name. He then says that right there (thus in India)
Alexander the Great locked the peoples of Gog and Magog between the mountain
and the sea (respectively Derbent)’. Gottfried Witterboel (1125-1202) notes in his
»Pantheon®, how Alexander the Great locked the apocalyptic peoples of Gog and Ma-
gog on the borders of India’. A little later, Gottfried again refers to Gog and Magog,
who were locked by Alexander the Great on the Caspian Sea, and the (Byzantine)
emperor Heracles released them from the open gates—Derbent?®.

Medieval Europeans before the thirteenth century had much less information
about the Caucasus and, in general, about the East, in comparison with the ancient
Greeks and Latins. In the Middle Ages, up to the 13th century, the Caucasus was a
kind of intermediate link for the Latins to the fabulous East: on the one hand they had
some factual information about the region, but on the other hand it was not a familiar
space to them, and the current information was not sufficient for modifying the geo-
graphical picture of the region, existing before 1221.

The term ,,Caspian Gates® is not applied in interpolation when dealing with the
location where the peoples were locked, but, due to the description, it should imply
the exit of Dariali, where the gates was made between high mountains’. However,

! Gregor H. Das Indienbild des Abendlandes (bis zum Ende des 13. Jahrhunderts). Wien, 1964, pp. 14-
16; Simek R. Erde und Kosmos im Mittelalter. Das Weltbild vor Kolumbus. Miinchen, 1992, p. 80.

2 Gregor. Das Indienbild des Abendlandes. pp. 21-22.

3 Ravennas Anonymus. Cosmographia: Eine Erdbeschreibung um das Jahr 700. Ubers. u. hrsg. v. J.
Schmetz, Uppsala, 1951, p. 25.

* Honorius Augustodunensis. De Imagine Mundi. Patrologia Latina 172, ed. J.-P. Migne, Paris,
1895, p. 123.

* Gow A. C. The red Jews. Antisemitism in an apocalyptic Age 1200-1600 (= Studies in Medieval
and Reformation Thought, Vol. 55). Leiden, 1995, p. 313.

¢ Godefridi Viterbiensis Pantheon sive Memoria saeculorum. Patrologia Latina, 198, ed. J.-P.
Migne, Paris, 1855, p. 913.

7 On the localization of the Caspian Gate in the Darialiexitin John the Presbyter’s epistle. See also:
Gogoladze A., Gogoladze M. Question of theorigin of the term - ,Gate of Alexander. historical-
ethnological researches, 2010, Ne12, pp. 33-34.

127



the author of the interpolation must have derived the motive directly from the source.
But the motive for the regular withdrawal of peoples from the territory beyond the
mountains (the Caucasus) by the Christian king on a regular basis and then their re-
turn must be taken directly from current history. With the materials at my disposal,
it does not seem to have appeared in the sources. The author must have had definite
information about regular withdrawal of units on wars through the Caspian Gates,
where the peoples of Gog and Magog are locked (the Latins should have already had
this information from the time of David IV, when the Crusaders fought on war of
Didgori). The similar model of regular bringing peoples from beyond the mountains
by the Christian king on war and then sending them back, seems to be unfamiliar
elsewhere in medieval history. This motive provides an additional basis to specify
the location of locked peoples, of interpolation, at the Darial exit (when at the end
the Interpolation mentions the recent moving of the Gog and Magog peoples from
all four corners of the world, in this case the author already follows the tradition of
wrevelation®).

The figure of Presbyter John, though holding in his hand the Gates, built by Al-
exander the Great, differs from the model of the tradition of Alexander the Great:
Alexander the Great simply locked these peoples; but with Presbyter John, there is
a partial domestication of them because Presbyter John leads them to war with the
opponents of Christianity. However, we do not know who these opponents are. It is
also difficult to say how ,historic“ the kingdom of Presbyter John is, or it might be
interpreted to be beyond the borders, in the fabulous East, where in fact the Muslim
states were predominantly extended.

Interpreting of interpolation itself and its particular details is associated with cer-
tain difficulties: the motive for eating opponents was taken by the author from an
existing source about the Gog and Magog peoples. If we comprehend the Epistle as a
text that might have been a kind of mirror for medieval people, this motive could be
regarded as a satire and a manifestation of one of the vices (which could have been
directed against the Patriarch of Rome and the supporters of the German emperor, or
it might have had kind of general character); The interpolation episode may also have
been satirically viewed owing to the fact that the peoples of the End of Days (who are
to leave their dwellings on the Day of Judgment) leave their habitat from time to time
and arrange campaigns; To some extent we are dealing with a paradox when John
the Presbyter leads the locked up peoples to war (for Christianity), and on the Day
of Judgment these peoples would be punished by God (Supposedly, fighting against
opponents of Christianity alone is not enough to inherit the kingdom).

In this case we may think whether there is a critique of the Crusades given in the
Interpolation, specifically the IV Crusade, which would be important for dating the
third Interpolation of the epistle; Moreover, if, according to the covenant, in connec-
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tion with the liberation of Jerusalem, Presbyter John would also take the locked up
peoples to Jerusalem, which seems probable, then it had to be the End of time. But
according to the final part of the interpolation, these peoples are punished by the
Lord (while, they could help the Presbyter John during the liberation of Jerusalem, or
they might even provide assistance again before the Day of Judgment). The question
arises whether the power over the apocalyptic peoples of Gog and Magog is carrying
a negative connotation for John the Presbyter.

Then here is some critique of Presbyter John as a representative of the Christian
East (although such an explanation should not be consistent with the picture given in
the main body of the Epistle); Or, it can be assumed that the author considered per-
missible for Christians to fight together with non-Christians for some time against the
opponents of Christians; Since Gog and Magog are partially domesticated by taking
them to war against non-Christians, we might think that the author wants to point to
the prophecy of the peaceful coming of peoples to the Holy Land instead of a darker
picture of ,Revelation“. But such an explanation is complicated by the final part of
the interpolation, where the peoples of Gog and Magog are punished in the same way
as in the ,Revelation“ of the Apostle John; The episode of the campaign of the Gog
and Magog peoples can also be interpreted as a sign of the upcoming End of Time,
as John the Presbyter has the features of an apocalyptic figure in the non-interpolated
text of the Epistle. In this case, we can assume that the author received topical infor-
mation on how peoples (Gog and Magog) used to penetrate on a regular basis through
the gates, built by Alexander the Great,by order of the Christian king. He could not
find an explanation and included it in the text as a miracle, in the sense of approach-
ing the Day of Judgment.

In conclusion, it should be mentioned that the interpolation does not allow us to
interpret it univocally, and it is desirable to work on its interpretation envisaging the
main text of the Epistle and the data of other interpolations.
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FOLK TRADITIONS OF ANTHROPOECOLOGY IN KHEVI

Nino Mindadze
Georgia

Human ecology or anthropoecology is a relatively new field of science. The term
anthropoecology was coined in 1921 by the American sociologist Robert Park!. This
field of science is quite popular today and, above all, serves the protection of human
health?. Anthropologists consider man as a biopsychosocial phenomenon and study
the influence of the natural, social and cultural environment on humans, the relation-
ship between them and the environment®.

In works on ecology, Georgian ethnologists: M. Gegeshidze®, T. Tsagareishvili’,
V. Shubitidze®, R. Gujejiani’... also touch upon the problems of human ecology

Discussing the issue of cultural ecology,T. Gamkrelidze noted: , The latter (mean-
ing cultural ecology N. M.) will create a unified ecological discipline in the complex
with“ physical-biological ecology, ,which can be generally called” human and social
ecology“®.

From the point of view of human ecology, the studies of ethnologists M. Kandela-
ki, I. Surguladze, A. Kaldani and others are interesting”®.

Ivane Javakhishvili also addresses the issue of human ecology in his works'. He
notes that, according to the Georgians, ,the world was divided into two main parts,
the visible and the invisible countries [...].The first possessed everything that had a
cognitive and sensual nature and the second had the nature of the supreme forces.

! Park R. Introduction to the Science of Sociology (with Ern.’est Burgess). Chicago, 1921.

2 Kartman L. Human Ecology and Public Health.
https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/pdfplus/10.2105/AJPH.57.5.737

3 Tretter F., Loffler-Stastka H. The Human Ecological Perspective and BiopsychosocialMedicine:
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gowarticlesyPMC6862005

* Gegeshidze M. Cultural-Historical and Social Problems of Ecology in Georgia. Tb., 1981 (in
Georg.).

* Tsagareishvili T. Traditional Culture and Ecosystems. Tb., 2000 (in Georg.).

¢ Shubitidze F. Life Support System as a Subject of Ethnic Ecology. Caucasus Ethnological
Collection, Tb., 2003, pp. 31-38 (in Georg.).

" Gujejiani R. Folk Ecology. Ethnography/Ethnology of Georgia, Tb., 2010, pp. 520-526 (in Georg.).

$ Gamkrelidze T. Ecology of Culture. Ochkhari, Ethnological, historical and philological researches
dedicated to Julieta Rukhadze, Tb., 2002, p. 114 (in Georg.); On the Problem - Ecology and
Culture See Gamkrelidze’s speech at the General Assembly of the USSR Academy of Sciences.
M., 1988, December 27-29:
http://science.org.ge » old » cevrebi » statiebi » E...

® Mindadze N. Study of Folk Traditions of Human Ecology in Georgia. Matsne, 2015, 2, pp. 77-85
(in Georg.).

1" Mindadze N. Ivane Javakhishvili and Issues of Anthropoecology. Ivane Javakhishvili - 140,
Works, The Road to Eternity, Tb., 2017, pp. 52-57 (in Georg.).
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Man, created by God, was the unifier of all of the structures of both of these two
countries [...]. He had a body with a cognitive and sensual nature and the spirit of the
invisible supreme forces [...]. In this way, it was like a small world — the microcosm
in the big world — the macrocosm*“!. This excerpt gives us an idea of the medieval
Georgian view of man as a ,,connecting” creature of the natural, earthly — visible and
celestial — invisible world, which is important from the point of view of anthropology.

According to ethnographic data, archeological materials, information preserved
in Georgian historical or medical written sources, writings of foreign authors or lit-
erary monuments, the traditions of human ecology in Georgia are quite old, rich and
diverse.

The ancient population of Georgia had some anthropoecological knowledge. And
they used this knowledge in the formation of their lifestyle, taking into account the
factors of environmental impact on humans.

»The swampy nature of western Kolkheti caused various diseass“?. Therefore, in
the Kolkheti lowlands, as early as the Neolithic period, a ,nomadic“ way of life is
confirmed — living in the mountains in summer and lowlands in winter, which was
due to the peculiarities of the natural environment (humid climate, swampy soil)®
and, apparently, malaria, the most common disease here. Hippocrates considers the
peculiar physical structure of the inhabitants of the Phasis Basin (who, according to
T. Kaukhchishvili, suffered from malaria) to be the result of its swampy soil*. The
writings of foreign authors: Lambert, Gamba, Sharden and others on this issue are
interesting®.

Medieval Georgian medical books contain important information on the rela-
tionship between man and nature. According to the 13" century ,,Book of Saakimoi“
(lit. book of healing), the winds from the four cardinl points — north, south, east and
west — contributed to the existence of various diseases. For example, the south wind
causes- headache and eye pain, epilepsy, and the north wind — diseases of the lungs
and larynx, deafness [...] In northern cities, with ,cool atmosphere®, inhabitants
were relatively healthy and in the south ,residents of hot cities are weaker“®.

In the above-mentioned books, the ,,seasons and months“ of the year were also
considered in connection with diseases: the spring air, it turns out, contributed to the
spread of all kinds of tumors, sore throats... winter — to scurvy, joint pain, etc.” This

! Javakhishvili Iv. Essays in Twelve Volumes. VI, Tb., 1982, p. 122 (in Georg.).

2 Gamkrelidze C. Historical-Topo-Archaeological Researches. Tb., 1993, p. 40 (in Georg.).

3 Khakhutaishvili D. Kobuleti ,,Country” from the Neolithic to the Formation of Early Class Cities.
Batumi, 1995, p. 27 (in Georg.).

* Kaukhchishvili T. Hippocrates and his information about Georgia. Tb., 1965 (in Georg.)

> Mindadze N. Traditional Medical Culture of the Georgian People. Tb., 2013, pp. 66-67 (in Georg.).

¢ Tsigni Saakimoi. Tb., 1936, pp. 48-49 (in Georg.).

7 Bagrationi D., Yadigar Daud. Tb., 1985, pp. 101-102 (in Georg.).

140



shows that with regard to human health, medieval medicine paid special attention to
the factors of time and space.

The work of Vakhushti Bagrationi is important from the point of view of anthro-
poecology. He often presents human qualities and nature in the context of the bioge-
ographical environment, For example, he mentioned that the men, ,who live in the
mountains, were like beasts, but wise“!.

Vakhushti Bagrationi also paid attention to the social factor when describing
the population of this or that province. He wrote about the inhabitants of the Rioni
Gorge: ,Men and women are like lowlanders, but powerless workers, not strong.
But princes and noblemen are courageous, moral, upright“2,

Folk traditions of anthropoecology are confirmed in the life of the population
of different parts of Georgia. We will discuss these traditions on the example of the
relationship between the patient and the society in Khevi.

Before that, we note that Vakhushti Bagrationi, when describing the gorge, shows
the appearance and character of the Mokheves in the context of the biogeographic
environment: ,Men are warriors, strong, mobile, beautiful, like Mtiuls, but they are
the best in everything“’.

Interesting in this regard are works of Al. Kazbegi. He also pays attention to an-
thropoecological data in characterizing the Mokheves. To illustrate, here are some
excerpts from the essay Mokheves and their life — ,,Like most of the highlanders in
general, the Mokhevs are also kind people. Always fighting against nature, they are
accustomed to patience and hard work. Although Mokheve always fights with nature,
and misfortune follows her at every step, but he still loves his land with such ded-
ication that they prefer to suffer forever before giving up and leaving for another
place. ,Every mountain, every hill, every stone, every river, every place has some
divine meaning for them, and, his being in the mountains in sorrow and hard labor,
he will not exchange for any pleasure™.

V. Itonishvili notes: ,,According to Al. Kazbegi, living in a harsh climate and re-
lated conditions had a defining effect on the formation of traits and character of the
Mokheves. Al. Kazbegi had an

ethnopsychological factor in mind when he wrote:

»Fast, brave and quick-witted, he will get out of any difficulty, and he will almost
always be able to avoid misfortune that others cannot avoid. Thousands of unexpect-
ed incidents taught him to be discerning in difficulties and quickly see means that a

! Vakhushti Batonishvili. Description of the Kingdom of Georgia. Life of Kartli, IV, text established
according to all major manuscripts by S. Kaukhchishvili, Tb., 1973, p. 45 (in Georg.).

2 1bid, p. 775.

* Ibid, pp. 358-359.

4 Kazbegi Al. The Mokheves and Their Life. Essays. Volume Five, Tb., 1950, p. 29 (in Georg.).
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person who is not accustomed to those places cannot even imagine; how smart and
quick-witted he is in his mountains, so weak are they in the hands of merchants and
officials, Where all their ingenuity is in vain“!. This excerpt is also from the above
essey of Al. Kazbegi.

It is well known that the human environment, the situation with which a person
is forced to come into contact, often has a negative impact on him. In this regard, the
following observation of Kazbegi is noteworthy: ,Mokheve is proud: he will in no
way allow to be oppressed, but the current situation of the ,,stick” policy, taught him
to endure many things and restrain irritation in his heart, which he would not have
tolerated at any other time. ,,If he sees injustice in his behavior, he tries to express his
dissatisfaction with the last resort and in every possible way, but he knows that op-
position will cause more suffering and he will not find justice?. In this case, Kazbegi
has described the negative impact of society on the individual.

Despite the healthy natural environment, various diseases were quite common
in Khevi. According to the population census of Stepantsminda and Sno from 1732-
1918, the number of deaths due to natural causes and old age was quite small here;
the cause of death was most often a disease, often an epidemic. Among children,
mainly smallpox and measles®.

According to ethnographic data, different diseases were associated with different
causes, explained by both biogeographic and sociocultural factors. Among the dis-
eases caused by the impact of the environment, the informants name: colds, pneumo-
nia, rheumatism — joint pain, sometimes phthisis, goiter... This is confirmed by the
popular name of some diseases. For example, ts’q’lis q’oili, ts’q’lis q’ovila, — ts’q’lis
nats’q’eni [herpes] (lit. Water flower, Irritation by water), rash of watery blisters on
the lips [Sin. Imer. Natagvari]“.

These diseases are mainly treated with herbs with different healing properties,
ointments made from natural ingredients. In some cases, the natural environment was
thought to irritate the disease. According to the population, a person suffering from
migraines, sakekis qari suffered from pain during the day ,from sunrise to sunset*.

The socio-cultural environment was, for the most part, associated with mental
disorders, infectious diseases of children (batonebi, angelozebi) and sometimes some

"' Ibid, p. 30.

2 Ttonishvili Val. Alexander Kazbegi. Historical-Ethnographic Data, Tb., 2006; Al. Kazbegi, Named
Paper. p. 32 (in Georg.).

Materials for the history of the population of the gorge. I (village Stephantsminda) (1774-
1918), prepared for publication, foreword and comments were added by Doctor of History
Nino Shiolashvili, Tb., 2016; Materials for the history of the population of the village of Sno
(1732-1918). Prepared for publication, foreword and comments were added by Professor Nino
Shiolashvili, Tb., 2013 (in Georg.).

* Sujashvili N, Pitskhelauri I. Mokhevuri Dictionary. Tb., 2005 (in Georg.).
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severe, incurable diseases. The Mokheves explained the cause of these diseases by
local beliefs. It is said, that infectious diseases of children(batonebi, angelozebi) were
considered to be ,sent from God“, ,,God’s will“, and at the same time ,the command
of John the Baptist“, because John the Baptist was considered protector of children in
Khevi and he was asked to ,,get over the illness peacefully”. Unlike other epidemics,
due to their specifics, infectious diseases of children were not considered a divine
punishment'.

As we have already mentioned, ideas about the causes of the disease in Khevi,
as well as in other parts of Georgia, were formed on the basis of local beliefs, taking
into account the symptoms of the disease. The narrator tells us: ,Man was driven
mad by both the devil and the deity (shrine). If it came from a deity, he was not com-
pletely insane, the cause was a crime, and he was curable. If the devil did it, he was
completely insane, nothing helped him... He was taken to the shrine [Masho Tsiklau-
ri-Gujaraidze, Garbani village, recorded in 1980]

According to the Mokheves, the disease was, in most cases, a punishment for any
crime committed against the deity[khati] (cutting a tree in the forest of the shrine,
breaking the weekend, working on a rest day set by God (Sunday), violating moral
norms — eg theft, etc.). In Khevi, as well as in other parts of the mountains of eastern
Georgia, it was called damizezebuli? [(lit.caused) illness caused by the deity].

Epidemics were also considered a punishment for a crime, but in this case, guilty
was the whole society and not the individual.

The ideas about the cause of the disease in different societies and in different
epochs to a certain extent determined the attitude of the society towards the sick®. In
ancient societies, the attitude of the people towards those who were sick due to evil
spirits, who were punished by disease for the crime, was for the most part negative*.
The Christian religion changed the attitude towards the sick and endowed the disease
with the function of spiritual cleansing. He made it an object of charity.

In Khevi, despite the perceptions of the cause of the disease, public attitudes to-
wards the sick, as well as people with disabilities, and generally powerless people,
were positive.

According to the existing tradition in Khevi, relatives should take care of a debil-
itated patient and a severely wounded person; ,It is a shame to bring such a patient

" Mindadze N. Traditional medical culture of the Georgian people. Tb., 2013, pp. 215-218 (in
Georg.).

2 Ochiauri T. From the History of the Ancient Religions of the Georgian People, Tb., 1954, pp. 27-
38 (in Georg.).

¥ Mindadze N. Healer and Patient in Georgian Traditional Culture, Historical, Scientific Collection,
Dedicated to the 80th Anniversary of Roin Metreveli’s Birth, Tb., 2019, pp. 650-662 (in Georg.).

* Sigerist H., The Special Position of the Sick, Culture, Disease and Healing. Studies in Medical
Anthropology, London, 1977, pp. 389-390.
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alive”! - says one of the characters in the story of Al. Kazbegi — ,Elguja®. Such a
patient was cared for not only by his family, but also by the entire community around
him. In the same story of Al. Kazbegi we read: ,,There was some movement in Svi-
mon’s house: the fence gates were constantly closing, different people entered and
exited. All who came held in their hands either dishes with homemade vodka, or bar-
rels of beer, or chickens and eggs, or pigs and pies, etc. People went to visit Svimon,
because he was seriously ill, and according to the mountain tradition — even in this
case, no one could come to visit him without a gift.

Most of the visitor’s were elderly, white-haired, and highly respected. Upon en-
tering, the guests comforted the sick and surrounded him; they tried to encourage
the weakened person with various stories, get him rid of grief from his heart. One of
them took fandur, hit its strings and singing, told about the life of the heroes of the
past. The rest listened silently and the sick seemed was amused. ,,The Mokheves not
only took care of the sick, but also respected him“?. According to Kazbegi, ,In the
mountains, even the enemy enters the home of the sick with caution and modesty*.

In addition, the Mokheves thought it inevitable to help the patient and his family,
of course if the family needed itHelped both financially and physically; They brought
food, collected money, stayed with the patient overnight, etc. This tradition has been
preserved by the Mokheves to this day, which was confirmed by many narrators dur-
ing field work in Khevi last year.

From the point of view of anthropoecology, the tradition of separating patients
during epidemics in the mountains of Eastern Georgia is very interesting. Today, the
story of the self-isolation of black plague patients in Khevsureti, Anatori crypt, is es-
pecially popular among the population surrounded by pandemics. Similar legends are
confirmed in Khevi. Remains of both above-ground and underground crypts, which
were used to house the sick during the Black Death epidemic, can be seen here from
almost every village, mostly in elevated areas. Along with the tombs, there is a small
church or shrine niche almost everywhere. According to the locals, ,there were cof-
fins in the fence of the cathedral and those who had a black plague would go there and
die and so the coffins were filled“ [Mariam Tsiklauri-Gujaraidze, village... Garbani,
recorded in 1980]. In some places such shrines were called the shrine of Zhami (lit.
plague), for example, in the village of Tsdo in the Dariali gorge, in the village of
Tsotsolta in the Truso gorge.

Individual patients were not abandoned. The villagers managed to feed them. It
seems that the clergy were taking care of them. The right to express this assumption
is given by the fact of the existence of a shrine or niche near the tombs,the dwelling

' Kazbegi Al. Elguja. Georgian Prose, XI, Tb., 1986, p. 153 (in Georg.).
2 Ibid, p. 153.
* Ibid, p. 158.
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of monks and the existing reports on the care of plague patients by the clergy. Platon
loseliani writes: ,In 1797 a plague broke out in the city of Tbilisi [...]JResidents easily
found refuge in the woods, near the foot of the mountains and in the valleys near Tbi-
lissi. Great was the weeping and sobbing of adults and children, orphans and widows
at that time. The monasteries, preceded by court priest Eftim, helped the scattered
with bread and wine, food and cattle [...] Hermits [...] coming out of the crevices of
the rocks, as swallows from their nests, served and comforted refugees like guardian
angels,they seemed to them to be sent by God, their prayers purified the minds of
Christians and encouraged them to endure trials“!.

We think that in Khevi, the small buildings in the black plague isolation areas
were a kind of complex consisting of an overground crypt for the placement of the
sick a pit tomb called Akldama. To bury the dead, archaeologists do not deny that
»the origin of some of the collective tombs may be linked to an epidemic or some
social calamity“?, This points to the fact of the care of the clergy for the physical and
spiritual salvation of the sick. The sick realized that they were neither. forsaken by
God nor by men. It gave them hope of survival and alleviated their sense of despair.
All of this likely strengthened their ability to fight disease.

Thus, despite the notion of the cause of the disease, the attitude of the society
towards the sick was positive in Khevi, the sick were especially cared for by the soci-
ety, they was respected and treated with restraint; we think such attitude towards the
sick was influenced by the Christian religion. Even with the fact that the clergy gave
the best example of morality to the locals during the mass spread of diseases and, of
course, in other cases as well.

The attitude of the Mokheves to the sick, the needy and their compatriots in gen-
eral, members of their community is reflected in one of the texts of the blessing,
which was recorded by S. Makalatia. He writes: ,,In the forest of the Sioni church, on
August 28, a cebration of Trinity is held, which is associated with the church of the
Trinity of Gergeti [...] Here come women from the village of Sioni with sacrifices and
sacrificial animals, but the married are not allowed near the church niche, only small
and innocent women come for blessing to the decanoz. The celebration is called the
Rose Day and on this day the decanoz will blessed:

Glory be to thee, the Rose Day!

Long live the faith of Christianity!

Give grace and blessing to our crops,

lend a hand to the needy,

! Life of George the Thirteenth, described by Plato loseliani, son of Egnate. Tb., 1978, pp. 119-120 (in
Georg.).

2 Kalandadze Al. Samtavro. Pre-Attic Archacological Sites, Mtskheta, vol. 4, Tb., 1980, p. 24 (in
Georg.).
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Save the sick and give health!

lend a hand to the traveler and to the flock,

If anyone asks you with a pure heart,

Help him, give him inner peace,

give him a happy journey,

Heal the sick, let them Succeed in plowing!

It is known that the disease causes changes not only in the human body, but also
in society. It is one of the reasons for the disturbance of order in society, The sick in
their surrounding society, be it the family or the wider society, can no longer perform
the functions that they had, being healthy, they can no longer fulfill their social ob-
ligations, they disrupt the usual way of life and the rhythm of society. Nevertheless,
in Khevi, and it must be said that also in other parts of Georgia, the society of which
they were a member, did not neglect them and treated them with respect and prohi-
bition.
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960mab 0bGME0obomgal. 656. 111, bogg. I, md., 1988, a3. 361.
3 CnanoB A. A. Jlapbsiibckast kperioctb. E. M. KpynHoB u passutue apxeonorun CeBepHOTo
Kagkaza, XXVIII, Kpynnosckue urenusi, M., 2014, a3. 276-279.
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FROM THE HISTORY OF DARIALI FORTRESS

David Mindorashvili
Georgia

Dariali Fortress that controlled the route between South and North Caucasus played
an immeasurable role in the formation of Georgian statehood (pic.1-2). Its stability,
with regard to the northern threats, depended upon the strength of the very fortress.

Fig. 1. Dariali fortress.
View from south. View from north.

Even early written sources provide data about Dariali Fortress. Pliny writes: ,,...
the Caucasian Gates. .. an enormous natural monument where there is an abrupt break
in the mountains and where gates, of iron-covered timbers, have been installed... on
the defenders’ side there is a small fort on a rock, called ‘Cumania’, fortified to hold
back innumerable tribes...“".

Pliny also notes that the Caucasian Gates was called in great error by many, in-
cluding those who fought in Armenia together with Corbulo, the Caspian®. According
to Pliny, the same name was indicated in the copies of ancient maps (Plin.NH, VI,
30). He distinguished between Dariali (Iberian, Caucasian) and Darubandi passes
and pointed out the mistake made by other authors, because of which the Caucasian
(Iberian) Gates is often called the Caspian. Some researchers believe that Cumania
mentioned by Pliny should have stood on the site of the present Dariali Fortress®.

! Plin. NH, 30.

2 Plin. NH, VI, 30.

3 Ttonishvili V. Khevi (guide). Tb., 1984, p. 7; Tsitlanadze L. Results of Archeological Research
Conducted in Khevi. Matsne, History... Series, 1977, Ne 1, p. 93 (in Georg.); Homuase B.,
Imepaunr P. Boenno-I'py3unckas gopora. T6., 1956, p. 75.
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Describing the events that took place in the 1 century AD, Leonti Mroveli (Leon-
tius of Ruisi) says that Georgian troops, supported by the tribes from the North Cau-
casus, triumphed over Armenian Prince Zaren near Javakheti, who was captured'.
This is the first mention of the Dariali fortress by Georgian sources. According to the
Armenian historian Movses Khorenatsi Georgian king imprisoned Zaren in a ,for-
tress on a Caucasian mountain“?. He doesn’t specify the name of the fortress but
referring to Leonti Mroveli, we should suppose that it was Dariali. So, not only Greek
but also Georgian and Armenian sources point to the fact that Dariali Fortress had
already been functioning already in the 1% century AD.

To secure his rear, before fomenting a rebellion against Iranians, VakhtangGor-
gasali assailed nomad Huns who dominated in North Caucasus. Holding important
routes and passes in North Caucasus would ensure his victory in the future. The same
source includes the following: Vakhtang Gorgasali constructed the Gates of Ossetia
that we call Dariali. He erected tall towers on it and set mountaineers from the near-
by lands to guard it. Without his consent, no large groups of Ossetians or Kipchaks
would ever step over“?. The isodomic masonry of the still preserved walls evidences
that Georgian royal court had thoroughly fortified the fortress. The stonework here
is identical to the masonry of Ujarma Fortress that was definitely built by Vakhtang.
» Vakhtang sat in Ujarma and developed it extensively““.

In 532 Iranians assumed control over Kartli and Caucasian passes. According
to Ibn Al-Pakhik, beside other fortresses, Shah Khosrow Anushirvan (531-579) also
constructed Darialan Fortress in Jurzan (Kartli)®. The role of Khosrow in the con-
struction of the fortress is obviously overestimated: Dariali Fortress was built before
the Shah was born, but Iranians might have fortified it. Otherwise it would be impos-
sible to avoid the constant threat of attacks from the north.

In ,Hadud al-Alam“, a geography book written by an unknown author in Persian,
Dariali Fortress is mentioned as a city: ,Near the Gates of Alans, at the top of a moun-
tain, there lies the most prosperous city of Alans“®. ,Hadud al-Alam* is a compilation
and includes a composition of the 10" century by an Arab historian Ibn Ruste. Refer-
ring to the data provided by val-Mamalik (X c.), Ibn Ruste wrote: , After ten days of

! Leonti Mroveli. Life of Georgian Kings. Life of Kartli, I, text established according to all major
manuscripts by S. Kaukhchishvili, Tb., 1955, p. 49, _ (in Georg.).

2 Movses Khorenatsi. The History of Armenia. Translation from Old Armenian, introduction and
notes by Al. Abdaladze, Tb., 1984, p. 145.

3 Juansher. Life of Vakhtang Gorgasali. Life of Kartli, I, text established according to all major
manuscripts by S. Kaukhchishvili, Tb., 1955, p. 156 in Georg.).

“1Ibid, p. 199 . ¢

> Ceenenust apabckux mucareneit o KaBkase Apmennn u Asep6eiipkane. Ilepeon H. A. Kapa-
ynoBa, COOpHUK MaTepHaioB Ui OMHCaHHWA MecTHOcTel u memEH KaBkaza, Bemi. 31, Tdu.,
1902, p. 15.

¢, Xynyn an-anem”. Pykomucs Tymanckoro. Beenenue u ykasarens B. bapronsaa, J1., 1930, p. 31.

19-22 (
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striding along rivers and through forests one will approach a fortress called the Gates
of Alans. It is erected at the top of a mountain and there is a road below it. The fortress
is fenced with tall mountains and its walls are guarded by 1000 locals'. An 11™-cen-
tury historian Gardizi also referred to val-Mamalik, but, unlike Ibn Ruste, he said
that Darialan was situated a ten-day walk from the border of the Kingdom of Huns?.

The data given by Ibn Ruste and ,Hadud al-Alam* are unclear. The thing is that
Dariali Fortress had never belonged to the land of Alans. The authors misled by the
name ,Darialan“ decided that the fortress was located in the land of Alans, while it
was constructed to protect from Alans and other northerners®. In this respect, infor-
mation provided by Gardizi that Darialan was located far away from the border of
the Kingdom of Alans, a ten-day distance, is important®. As for Baladzori, Ya’qubi,
Ibn al-Pakhik and Ibn Hawqal, they believed that Darialan was in Armenia (an Arab
county) or Jurzan (Georgia). The datum about a garrison of 1000 men is also exagger-
ated. Dariali Fortress wasn’t as big as to accommodate a garrison of 1000. Al-Masudi
points out that due to the favorable location of Darialan, even few warriors could
protect the pass®.

It is known that Davit the Builder (1089-1125) brought Kipchaks to Georgia
through Dariali gorge. His aim was to create a regular army. He ,,occupied the fortress
of Dariali as well as fortresses of the Gates of Ossetia and the Caucasian mountains
and provided Kipchaks with a peaceful route“®.

Presumably, Dariali fortress was first attacked during the invasions of Tamerlane
by the end of the 14" century. Some Georgian and foreign written sources say that Ta-
merlane invaded Dariali pass too’. The fortress even more declined from the middle
of the 14™ century when the single Georgian state split into kingdoms and principal-
ities and foreign policy became more complicated. Dariali route, as an international
one, was less and less relevant. It finally turned into a local road and Dariali Fortress
lost its protective function. In the explication of the 1733 map of the Terek Gorge the

! Munopckwuii B. @. Ucropus [upsana u depbenna X-XI Bexos. M.,1963, p. 221.

?Idem; Gvasalia J. Aragvi Gate (Darialan). Researches from the History of Georgia and Caucasus,
Tb., 1976, p. 148.

* Gvasalia J. Aragvi Gate (Darialan). p. 148 (in Georg.).

* Munopckuii B. ®@. Ucropus [upeana u depbenna X-XI Bekos. p. 221.

5 Ceenenust apabekux reorpados IX u X BexoB o KaBkaze, Apmennu u Anepbeiimkane. [TepeBos
H. A. Kapaynoa. COOpHUK MaTepHajIoB Ui ONHCaHUs MecTHOCTel u miemén KaBkasa. Boim. 38.
Tn. 1908, p. 54; J. Gvasalia. Aragvi Gate (Darialan). p. 148.

¢ Historian of David the Builder. Life of King David. Life of Kartli, I, text established according to
all major manuscripts by S. Kaukhchishvili, Tb., 1955, p. 336 ., (in Georg.).

7 Chronicle of Eristavis. Publication, research, vocabulary and appendix by S. Meskhia. Materials
for the Hitory of Georgia and the Caucasus, section 30, Tb., 1954, p. 395 (in Georg.); Data about
Georgia from Armenian memorial manuscripts (Hishatakarans) of the 14™®-15th cc. Translation
from Old Armenian, introduction, comments and notes by Al. Abdaladze. Tb., 1978, pp. 27-28.
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Dariali fortress in mentioned twice: ,,Empty fortress of Taril“ and ,,Ruined ancient
Georgian fortress Darial'.

Many different researchers have focused their attention on Dariali Fortress. Below
we shall discuss some opinions suggested by A. Novoseltsev, V. Kuznetsov and A.
Slanov. Examining the history of the cities of Alans, A. Novoseltev writes: ,Among
the posts related to Alans the well-known fortress in Dariali Gorge is most frequently
mentioned in writer sources“2.

The author attempts to present Dariali Fortress as an Alan city. To substantiate his
view, he writes that the name Darialan associates with the ethnonym Alan, while in Ar-
menian and Arab sources the gorge where the fortress is located is called Darialan. Ac-
cording to Novoseltsev, even Georgian sources in which no ethnonym like Alan is given
have been aware of the fortress of Alans and the Gates of Alans since ancient times®.

The link between the name of the gorge and the ethnonym Alan cannot guide to
the assertion that the present fortress belonged to Alans. According to the logic, we
may declare all the monuments in Dariali gorge to be of Alan origin, but it will be an
absurd. Since the ancient times, the territory had been inhabited by the Tsanars, the
Georgian tribes. They inhabited not only Dariali gorge but also the territory spread to
the end of the Terek Gorge (the vicinities of Chimi and Balta). Even Claudius Ptole-
my mentioned them as Sanars. The Armenian geography of an anonymous author of
the 7% century tells us that Tsanars occupied the Gates of Dariali and Tsilkani®.

Neither Georgian nor foreign written sources attribute Darialan to the list of an-
cient names. Pliny called it the Gates of the Caucasus® even in the 1% centur (Plin.
NH, VI, 30) and LeontyMroveli called it the Gates of Aragvi®. The author of ,, The
Conversion of Kartli“ depicts the events that took place in the 530s and addresses
the territory of historical Khevi as , Tsanaretis Khevi® (lit. the Gorge of Stanars). It is
worth mentioning that there is no name like Darialan in ,The Conversion of Kartli“’.

! TokymeHThI 10 B3anmootHoueHusiM [py3un ¢ CeseprbiM KaBkaszom B XVIII B. JIOKyMEHTSHI
mogo0pal, MOArOTOBUII K TeYaT! U mpennocian uM uccienosanue B. H. Iampekenn. T6., 1968,
pp. 118-119.

2 HoBocenbieB A. I1. K uctopuu amaHckux ropomoB. Marepuajsl 10 apXeolOTHH M IPEBHEH
ucropuu CeepHoii Ocetun, 1. II, Oppxonuxunze, 1969, p. 132.

3 Ibid.

* Lomouri N. Claudius Ptolemy, Geography. Data about Georgia (text, translation, introduction and
keys). Materials for the History of Georgia and Caucasus, 32, Tb., 1955, p. 44 (in Georg.); Apmsn-
ckasg reorpadus VII B. mpunuceiBaemas Moucero XopeHckomy. Teker u nepeson K. IT. INarka-
HoBa, CIIb., 1877, p. 16; Kakabanze C. H. O miemenu nanap. The Saistorio Moambe magazine
(History Bulletin), III, 1928, p. 101.

5 Plin. NH, VI, 30.

¢ Leonti Mroveli, Life of Georgian Kings. p. 124.

7" The Conversion of Kartli. Monuments of Ancient Georgian Hagiographic Literature. I (5th-10th cc.),
prepared for publication by Il. Abuladze, N. Atanelishvili, N. Goguadze, L. Kajaia, Ts. Kurtsikidze,
Ts. Chankiev and Ts. Jghamaia, under the direction and editing of Ilia Abuladze, Tb., 1963, p. 95.
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Novoseltsev takes Dariali for an ancient name and refers to the data provided by
Agathangelos and Movses Khorenatsi, in which Gates of the Alans is mentioned'.
Iv. Javakhishvili considered that , The Life of Gregory the Illuminator® supposedly
written by Agathangelos was actually composed in the middle or in the end of the 7
century?. So, the Gates of the Alans mentioned in it cannot be regarded as an ancient
toponym.

In , The Geography of Armenia“ (7th century) the term Gates of the Alans appears
in relation with the conversion of Kartli®. Today, most researchers believe that , The
History of Armenia“ by Movses Khorenatsi wasn’t written in the 5" century. Some
assume that it was written in the 7th-8th centuries, others date it back to the 9" centu-
ry*. So, the Gates of the Alans mentioned in it may be taken for an ancient toponym.

The name Darialan (Gates of the Alans in Persian) could be given to the place
only after 530s when Persians had already gained control over it and Alans appeared
in the Gorge, in the vicinities of Balta and Chimi. So, the name Darialan was given
to the gorge later and the fortress itself, as we’ve already said, was constructed long
before the appearance of Alans in the Caucasus. Beside the written sources, in the
archeological material found in the fortress there is a bronze arrow point dated by the
I**millennium BC, i.e. the history of the fortress begins at least in the period® when
Alans had nothing in common with the gorge.

However, Novoseltsev is right when he says that Georgians were aware that the
Gates of Alans was called Darialan. Leonti Mroveli (11™ century) often used this
name but he also knew the ancient name of the gorge, , The Gates of Aragvi which
is Dariala“®. The fortress in the Dariali Gorge is frequently mentioned in Georgian
sources but none of them says that it belonged to the Alans. On the contrary, King
Mirvan (2™ century BC) is supposed to the first constructor of the gates that protected
the gorge’. We might conclude that the attempt to present Darialan as the ancient
name of the gorge and the Alans as its ancient population is absolutely groundless.

According to Leonti Mroveli and Movses Khorenatsi, Dariali fortress had already
been constructed in the 1* century AD®. Sarmatian Alans appeared in the valleys of
North Caucasus as early as the beginning of the 1% century AD, but not in the depth

" Hosocensues A. I1. K ncropuu ananckux roponos. p. 132 (in Georg.).

? Javakhishvili Iv. Ancient Armenian Historical Literature, Tfl., 1935, p. 129 (in Georg.).

3 Movses Khorenatsi. The History of Armenia. p. 172.

*1bid, pp. 8-14.

* Tsitlanadze L. Dariali Fortress. The Dzeglis Megobari magazine (Monument’s Friend), 1971,
No27-28, p. 64 (in Georg.).

¢ Leonti Mroveli. Life of Georgian Kings. p. 124.

7Ibid, p. 28, ; ;s Description of the Kingdom of Georgia. Life of Kartli, IV, text established according
to all major manuscripts by S. Kaukhchishvili, Tb., 1973, p. 358 , (in Georg.).

¥ Leonti Mroveli. Life of Georgian Kings. p. 49,; Movses Khorenatsi. The History of Armenia. p.
145.
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of the Terek Gorge. Novoseltsev seems to have noticed this discrepancy and notes the
following: ,,We might assume that is was initially constructed by Georgian kings“'.
He says nothing about since when the Alans held the fortress but writes when Geor-
gians regained control over it: ,In the 11™-12™ centuries when the caliphate collapsed
and Georgia became stronger, the fortress was controlled by Georgian kings*?. It
turns out that according to Novoseltsev, the fortress was presumably constructed by
Georgians, then it was occupied by the Alans (for an unspecified period of time) and
Georgian kings gained control over it only in the 11%-12" centuries. As we have al-
ready mentioned, it is indicated in the written sources that the fortress functioned as
early as in the 1% century AD. In the second half of the 5™ century Vakhtang Gorgasali
defeated Huns in the north, which seemed to be quite strong, and carried out grand
construction works in the gorge®.

In that period the Alans did not have immediate contact neither with the Dariali
nor with the Terek gorges. In 530s Iranians invaded Dariali pass* and the Alan tribes
entered step by step the in the lower part of the Terek Gorge, the vicinities of Balta
and Chimi, but not the Dariali Gorge. Nothing is said in the written sources about the
Dariali fortress being conquered by Huns.

What actually happened is that in the second half of the 6 century Guaram the
Grand Duke of Kartli controlled the arrival of supporting military forces through the
northern passes. The Alans wouldn’t dare act on their own initiative®. There are no
data that would evidence their aggression against the Dariali Fortress in the 7™ century.
In the 8%-9™ centuries Alans were vassals of the Khazars® but the Tsanars become so
strong from the military point of view as well as the political one in the mountains of
Eastern Caucasus that it would be hardly possible for the weakened Alans to invade
the Dariali Gorge and occupy the fortress. Historical records give no such evidence.

Referring to the data provided by Ibn Ruste, V. Kuznetsov, who studies the Alan
culture, has no doubts that the Dariali Fortress belonged to the Alans’. He shifts the
southern frontier of Alania into the depth of the Dariali Gorge that belonged to the
Georgian state®. We have said above that Arab authors were misled by the later name
of the gorge and thought that the fortress constructed to defend from the Alans be-
longed to them.

""'Hogocemnbies A. I1. K uctopun ananckux ropomos. p. 132.

2 Ibid, p. 133.

3 Juansher. Life of Vakhtang Gorgasali. p. 156

* The Conversion of Kartli. p. 93.

* Juansher. Life of Vakhtang Gorgasali. pp. 219, 220, ,; Apkhazava N. Alans and Georgia. Tb.,
1991, p. 30 (in Georg.).

¢ KysunenoB B. A. Ouepku ucropun anad. Opmronukuaze, 1984, p. 203.

7 KysuenoB B. A. Anmanust B X-XIII BB. Opmxonukunse, 1971, p. 156; Kysuenos B. A. Ouepku
HCTOpUH anaH. p. 144.

8 Kysnerios B. A. Ouepku ucropun anas. p. 144.

19-22°
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Masudi provides data according to which, the purpose of the fortress was to pro-
tect against the Alans: ,There are a fortress and a large bridge over a broad ravine
between the kingdom of Alans and the Mount of Kabkhi (Caucasus). It’s called the
fortress of the Alans and was constructed by a king from the first Persians... He set
guards in the fortress to prevent Alans from invading the Mount of Kabkhi. So, they
have to cross this bridge under this fortress“'. It’s true that in the sources the fort is
called the Fortress of the Alans but its purpose is to prevent their invasion into the
Caucasus. It is obvious that the fortress did not belong to the Alans. As far as this
source by Masudi would completely confute Kuznetsov’s conclusions, the researcher
just left out its part about the real function of the fortress.

Attempting to find more profound arguments for his conclusions, V. Kuznetsov
refers to the material discovered during the exploratory works carried out in the for-
tress in 1930s by A. Kruglov, that allegedly have something in common with the
materials from the ancient settlements in the North Caucasus®. However, the later
archaeological excavations evidenced that the material found in the fortress is mostly
Georgian®. The Northern Caucasian ceramics appeared there due to their economic
and trade relations and cannot evidence that the fortress belonged to the Alans.

V. Kuznetsov takes catacombs for one of the major characteristics of the Alan cul-
ture?. If Dariali fortress had belonged to the Alans, there would have been catacomb
burial places on the big necropolis southwards from the fortress, but nothing except
stone box graves was found there®. So, the materials discovered at the necropolis do
not evidence that the Alans were related to the Dariali fortress.

The data provided by Vakhushti Bagrationi prove that the views of V. Kuznetsov
have less in common with actual history: ,There is Dariela beneath it (Dariali for-
tress)... by King Mirvan... He hung the door and established it to defend from Khaz-
ars and Ossetians who wouldn’t be able to pass by it. There are remnants of the kings’
palace. They would stop there before advancing against Ossetia®. It is beyond any
reasonable doubt that the territory spread northwards from the fortress was included
within the border of the Georgian state and the fortress constructed in the depth of the
gorge could not belong to the Alans.

! Ceenenusi apabekux reorpados IX u X BekoB o KaBkaze, ApmeHuu u AnepOeiikane. p. 53;
Tsereteli G. Sapuri inscription "I'nn TR’. Tbilisi University Festschrift Dedicated to the 80™
birthday of Giorgi Akhvlediani, Tb., 1969, p. 333 (in Georg.).

2 Kpymios A. I1. Apxeonoruueckue padotsl Ha p. Tepek. CoBerckast Apxeonorus, T. 3, M-JI., 1937,
pp. 246-247; Ky3nenos B. A. Ananus B X-XIII BB. p. 156.

3 Tsitlanadze L. Results of Archacological Research Carried out in Khevi. pp. 104, 107; Mindorashvili
D. Archaeological Excavations in Khevi. Tb., 2005, p. 145 (in Georg.).

* Kysuenos B. A. Ananckue memena Ceseproro Kaskaza. MUA, . 106, M., 1962, p. 14.

° Tsitlanadze L. Results of Archaeological Research Carried out in Khevi, p. 91; Mindorashvili D.
Archaeological Excavations in Khevi. p. 146.

¢ Vakhushti Batonishvili. Description of the Kingdom of Georgia. p. 358

13-17°
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According to the 1745 map by Vakhushti Bagrationi, Georgian frontier passed
through the Terek Gorge, a bit more to the south of Chimi settlement, but gthe Dariali
Fortress was in the depth of the gorge'. It is unreasonable to try to determine medie-
val Georgian territories according to the map charted in the 18" century, but one must
take into consideration that since the 15" century Georgia had been disintegrating and
its boundaries had been narrowing. Hence, the map by Vakhushti Bagrationi depicts
the northern frontier of a restrained country, but the Dariali Fortress is still within
it. In another map of 1733 the frontier passes through Chimi, i.e. Dariali is within
Georgian territory again?.,

There are some official documents that would easily shed light on the issue of the
Georgian border and the fortress. In 1733, in his address to the Cabinet of Ministers
of Russia, Vakhtang VI wrote that the Ossetian Governior of Chimi was one of the of-
ficials who served the kings of Kartli and earned salary. The same document indicates
that Georgian lands began from Chimi®. So, even when the country had to go through
tough times, its northern frontier passed through Chimi that officially didn’t belong to
it but obeyed and was under the influence of the kings of Kartli and Princes of Aragvi.

The document drown up at the court of Erekle II in 1769 and taken by Ambassador
Artem Andronikashvili to Russia reads: ,The road mapped by us... There lies Chimi
on this road, which is the border“. To cut a long story short, from the first appearance
of the Alans in the North Caucasus in the 18" century, the Alan Ossetians had nothing
in common with theDariali Fortress and it has always belonged to the Georgian state.

» The Dariali Fortress*, an article by A. Slanov was published among the materials
of the scientific conference The Krupnov Readings 2014°. The article that says noth-
ing new actually summarizes the views of Novoseltsev and Kuznetsov. The author al-
so claims that Dariali fortress belonged to the Alans. So I will not dwell on it in detail.

We decided to focus our attention on this issue because of the steady tendency
to present Georgian monuments in the North Caucasus as belonging to other na-
tions, the tendency to belittle the strong political and cultural influence of Georgia
on the peoples of the North Caucasus in the Middle Ages, especially its influence on
the Alans who migrated to the Caucasus, while written and archaeological sources
present the role of Georgia in the political, economic and cultural life of the North
Caucasus in a rather different way.

!'Vakhushti Batonishvili. The Atlas of Georgia (18" c.), under the general editorship of Z. Tatashidze.
Tb., 1997, p. 29 (in Georg.).

2 JTokyMeHTbI 110 B3auMooTHoeHusiM [ py3uu ¢ CeBeprbim Kaskazom B XVIII B. p.1138.

* Ibid, p. 129.

* Macharadze V. Materials for Russian-Georgian Relations in the Late 18" Century. part III, section
I, Tb., 1988, p. 361 (in Georg.).

3 CnanoB A. A. Jlapbsiibckast kperoctb. E. Y. KpynHoB u passurue apxeonorun Ceeproro Kas-
ka3a, XX VIII, Kpynnosckue urenus, M., 2014, pp. 276-279.
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AMBAZOUKES AND THE GATEKEEPERS OF THE DARIAL
PASS DURING LATE ANTIQUITY

Nicolas J. Preud’homme
France

The strengthening of the Iranian presence in South Caucasia during Late Antiqg-
uity was combined with the weakening of the Iberian monarchy which ended in the
6" century CE'. These two phenomena owe a great deal to the history of the Darial
Gorge, which underwent profound changes between the end of the 4" century CE
and the Arab conquest in the 8" century. The entering of Darial into Iranian influence
has been recorded in sources from various origins, emanating both from Byzantine
historians, Caucasian chronicles of the Bagratid era, and archaeological excavations?.
These sources seem to agree on the crucial importance of mountain peoples resid-
ing within or near the Darial Gorge, whose allegiance was coveted by neighbouring
kingdoms and empires. These political transformations had consequent effects on
the identity and perception of these nations in Late Antique and medieval literature.

Procopius of Caesarea relates the complex evolution of the imperial guardian-
ship established on the Darial Pass at the turn of the 5" and 6™ centuries CE. In his
account, this Byzantine author emphasizes the role played by a certain Ambazoukes,
Hun chief in the Caucasus allied with the emperor Anastasius and whose death would
have marked the beginning of the Sasanian grip on the Darial Gorge.

»And this [fortress of the Caspian Gates] was held by many men in turn as time
went on, and finally by Ambazoukes, a Hun by birth, but a friend of the Romans and
the Emperor Anastasius. Now when this Ambazoukes had reached an advanced age
and was near to death, he sent to Anastasius asking that money be given him, on
condition that he hand over the fortress and the Caspian Gates to the Romans. But the
Emperor Anastasius was incapable of doing anything without careful investigation,
nor was it his custom to act thus reasoning, therefore, that it was impossible for him
to support soldiers in a place which was destitute of all good things, and which had
nowhere in the neighbourhood a nation subject to the Romans, he expressed deep
gratitude to the man for his good-will toward him, but by no means accepted this
proposition. So Ambazoukes died of disease not long afterwards, and Cabades over-
powered his sons and took possession of the Gates.

! Schleicher F. ,Die Chronologie der k‘art‘velischen Koénige und das Ende des iberischen
Kénigtums®, in Iberien zwischen Rom und Iran, ed. Frank Schleicher, Timo Stickler and Udo
Hartmann, Stuttgart, 2019, pp. 69-98.

2 Sauer E. and al., Dariali: The ,,Caspian Gates” in the Caucasus from Antiquity to the Age of the
Huns and the Middle Ages. 2020.

3 Procopius. History of the Wars. I, 10, pp. 9-12.

171



At the end of his life, around the beginning of the 6™ century, Ambazoukes would
have proposed to Anastasius to recover the fortress for a sum of money. After Am-
bazoukes’ death, the §ahan $ah Kavad I took advantage of the vacancy by expelling
the sons of the Hun prince and established his control on the Darial Pass'. Procopi-
us’ narrative points at a subcontracting of Darial supervision devolved by imperial
powers to the local actors. This type of indirect control, which was probably to be
fed by grants and diplomatic gifts, saved the Romans and the Iranians from setting
up an expensive garrison, but it was all the more subject to the vagaries of political
reversals.

In the chronicle of the Life of the Kings included in the Georgian corpus Life of
Krart‘li (K‘art‘lis C*xovreba), an excerpt evokes the legendary war waged by the Ar-
menian hero Sumbat Biwritian against the Ossetians. A story is narrated that implies
»two gigantic brothers called Bazuk and Abazuk®, who ,,came forth with the army of
Ossetia“. ,, They brought with them Paganiks and Jik‘s*, allied with the K art‘velians
and the Leks against the Armenians?.

»Bazok, king of the Ossetes, threatened him, sent a messenger, and challenged
him to single combat. Sumbat equipped himself, mounted his steed, and went out
through the ranks. Bazok came forth from his side. They both shouted out, and at-
tacked. Sumbat struck a spear at (Bazok’s) belt, and it came out of his back a cubit’s
length. He knocked him off his horse and cast him to the ground. Then Anbazuk
attacked in order to help his brother. But Sumbat seized his spear, went to meet him,
and gave him such a blow that it pierced him. He knocked him over and cast him to
the ground, saying: ,, This is for the sake of the men, women, and young children of
the Armenians whom you killed.

The link between the two Ossetian brothers Bazuk (or Bazok) and Abazuk (or
Anbazuk), on the one hand, and the Hun chief Ambazoukes in Procopius’ account, on
the other hand, was proposed in an interesting way by Giorgi Kavtaradze®. According
to him, the couple Bazok-Abazuk would be a reminiscence of Gog and Magog —
these mythical nations coming from the North to invade the civilized world®. Despite
its interest, this interpretation seems a little too far-fetched, due to the lack of explicit
references to this religious theme in the story of Bazuk and Abazuk.

" Alemany A. ,Sixth Century Alania: between Byzantium, Sasanian Iran and the Turkic World®,
Eran ud Anéran. 1, 2003, p. 3; Sauer and al., Dariali, 2020, vol. 2, p. 876.

2 Life of the Kings in K“art‘lis C*xovreba. ed. Simon Qaux¢isvili. §45, trans. Robert W. Thomson, p. 54.

3 Ibid, §46, trans. Robert W. Thomson, p. 55.

4 Kavtaradze G. The Georgian Chronicles and the Raison d’Etre of the Iberian Kingdom. Orbis
Terrarum, 6, 2000-2001, p. 214.

5 Quran. Surah of the Cave. XVIII, 94. Andrew R. Anderson, Alexander’s Gate, Gog and Magog,
and the Inclosed Nations (Cambridge, Massachusetts: Mediaeval Academy of America, 1932).
Emeri Van Donzel and Andrea Schmidt, Gog and Magog in Early Christian and Islamic Sources,
2010; Stephen H. Rapp Jr., The Sasanian World through Georgian Eyes. 2014, pp. 134-135.
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The motif of the fight between a king and giants of the North Caucasus also ap-
pears in the History of Armenia by Movsés Xorenac‘i', about Trdat against the king
of the Basilk® in the plain of Gargar. This nation called Barsilians or Basilians is
probably of Hunnic or Khazar origin’. The Armenian Geography (Asxarhac‘oyc®)
locates the Bastk® in Sarmatian land, near the river Volga®. According to Theoph-
anes®, the Khazars came from the land of Berzilia to Sarmatia Prima, while Michael
Syrus refers to the land of the Alans ,,which is called Barsalia®. Movsgés Xorenac‘i®
situates them in North Caucasia, like Al-Baladhuri who mentions a country of Barsal-
iyah’. However, the anonymous Persian geography called Hudiid al-‘Alam® locates
the Barsula in the Middle Volga’®. Perhaps these Ba(r)silians were a nation divided
into two groups by migrations, wars and military expeditions. Although this people
is quite distinct from the Ossetians or the Alans, it is not impossible that its presence
in North Caucasia could have given rise to a couple of names distorted in Georgian
with Abazuk and Bazok — nevertheless, this hypothesis is not the most convincing.

Both Ambazoukes and Bazok names are absent from Greek epigraphy. Several
more or less similar forms have been noted by Ferdinand Justi: Ampak'?, Ambaryane
(Kurdish lady) and, more interestingly, Amboustos, a Scythian in Cimmerian Bos-
phorus around 220 CE' and Bazitik'2. The most likely origin of the name Ambazoukes
seems to be found in the field of Iranian languages'. In Middle Persian, the word
hambaz means the ‘partner’®. A link can be established with Khotanese hamba
‘share’’®. In Armenian, the common name bazuk (pwqgnilj) means ‘arm’, with the

! Movses Xorenac’i, History of Armenia, 1901, 11, p. 85.

2 Artamonov M. 1. Hcropus Xazap. MsnarenbctBo TocynapcrBeHHoro Opmurtaxa, JI., 1962,
pp-131-132; Golden P. B. Khazar Studies, Budapest, 1980, p. 143; Hewsen R. H. The Geography
of Ananias of Sirak (Asxarhac’oyc’), 1992, n. 47, p. 114, n. 108, p. 123.

3 Hewsen. The Geography of Ananias of Sirak (Asxarhac’oyc’). 55A §18 and p. 430.

* Theophanes the Confessor. Chronographia. ed. Karl de Boor, vol. I, p. 358, 1. 8: ,Bep{ihiog”.

5 Josef Marquart, Eransahr nach der Geographie des ps. Moses Xorenac’i, Berlin, 1901, pp. 484-485.

¢ Movsés Xorenac‘i, History of Armenia, 1901, II, pp. 58, 65.

7 Al-Baladhuri, The Origins of the Islamic State. Philip Khiri Hitti, ed., 1916, p. 307.

$ Hudud al-‘Alam. Vladimir Minorsky, ed., §51, 1930, p. 162.

9 Hewsen. The Geography of Ananias of Sirak (Asxarhac’oyc’). 1992, n. 47, p. 114

19 Armenian lord in Movsés Xorenac‘i, History of Armenia, I, 1901.

' CIRB 1278: ,Appodotov”.

12 Also in Movsgs Xorenac‘i, History of Armenia. 1901; I. Ferdinand Justi, Iranisches Namenbuch.
1895, pp. 14, 66;

13 Maenchen-Helfen O. The World of the Huns. Los Angeles; London: Berkeley, 1973, p. 390;
Martindale J. R. The Prosopography of the Later Roman Empire. II, A.D. 395-527, Cambridge,
1980, p. 68.

4 MacKenzie D. N. A Concise Pahlavi Dictionary. London, 1971, p. 40.

5 Nyberg H. S. Hilfsbuch des Pehlevi. Leipzig, Otto Harrassowitz, 1928-1931, p. 94; Harold
Walter Bailey, Dictionary of Khotan Saka. Cambridge, 1979, pp. 456a, 461b, 462a;
Leonard G. Herzenberg, ,Studies in Persian Etymology I, Acta Linguistica Petropolitana, 2011,
volume 7, part 1, pp. 207-208.
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figurative meanings of ‘force’ and ‘power’!; it probably comes from Middle-Iranian,
with a cognate in Middle-Persian baza, ‘arm’>.

Even if this hypothesis is attractive, it is not entirely certain that the historical
Ambazoukes of Procopius would be at the origin of the legends relating to Bazok
and Abazuk in the K‘art‘lis C‘xovreba and to the king of the Basilk® in Movsges
Xorenac‘i’s narrative. However, these onomastic considerations seriously question
the Hunnic origin of Ambazoukes alleged by Procopius. Of course, it is not forbid-
den to assume that a man bearing an Iranian name may have joined a community of
Huns in the Caucasus, whose invasion in 395 had left its mark. Nevertheless, ono-
mastics would tend rather to suggest that Ambazoukes must have been part of an Ira-
nian-speaking, Sarmatian or Alan people, whose presence in the Caucasus is attested
through a large set of sources®. Otherwise, the question of the languages spoken by
the Huns remains a topic of discussion®.

The link between these different characters is therefore not so much to be found
in factual history, but rather in languages and fiction literature. The Iranian words
hambaz and baza at the root of the names Ambazoukes, Bazok and Abazuk have in
common that they refer to the lexical field of warlike heroism. This imagery populat-
ed by giants and valiant fighters naturally refers to the Nart sagas, studied by Georges
Dumézil®. The very term of Narts probably originates from the Indo-Iranian radical
nar, cognate to Greek anér, ‘man’ and Old Irish nert meaning ‘force’, ‘power’®. An
account of this epic contains the story of twin brothers Ahsar and Ahsearteg, sons of
Uerhag, emphasizing their valour as warriors’. Of particular interest is the specific
trait of forming two twin names linked by their consonance — in that case, they derive
from the Ossetian ehsar, hsar(t), ‘bravery’®. In the Epic of the Narts, the giants appear
not as the heroes, but as the monstrous adversaries to be fought’.

Iranian onomastics seems to suggest the weight of a heroic imagery which was
transmitted at least orally during Late Antiquity and the High Middle Ages, and prob-

! Matthias Bedrossian. New Armenian-English Dictionary. Venice, 1875-1879, p. 87; Acharyan.
Zpugyw Udwnjutth widub Lhqyh Puunhumun, dwdwbwlwulhg hwng (kqdh
pugunpulul pupwpul, Bphwl: Zuyulut UUZ Ghumpnibbbph Uhwugbuhugh
Zpwinwpulysnipinil, 1969, p. 267.

2 MacKenzie, A Concise Pahlavi Dictionary. 2016, p. 18.

* Czeglédy K. Khazar Raids in Transcaucasia in 762-764 AD. Acta Orientalia Academiae
Scientiarum Hungaricae, 1960, no. 7, p. 77.

* Lebedynsky 1. Les Nomades. Paris, 2007, pp. 148-151.

> Dumézil G. Le Livre des Héros. Paris, 1965.

¢ Abaev V. 1. ed., IcTOpHKO-3THMOIIOTHYECKHUI CIIOBAph OCETHHCKOTO sA3blka: yKka3arens. II (L-R),
M., pp. 158-159; Georges Dumézil, Loki. Paris, 1948, p. 170; Dumézil. Livre des Héros. 1965,
p- 11.

7 Dumézil, Livre des Héros, 1965, pp. 23-30.

8 1bid, 24 n. p. 4.

?Ibid, pp. 55-59, 199-200.
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ably akin to the Nart sagas. The circulation of oral traditions from Iranian-speaking
peoples of the Caucasus visibly inspired their Georgian and Armenian neighbours
with a phantasmagoric representation of Caucasian mountain chiefs, formidable by
their gigantic size and their military value. From the perspective of political history,
the emergence of this cliché came after the time when the weakening of Armenian
and Iberian kingdoms was translated into a new partnership between Sasanians and
Alans for the control of Darial. While ancient sources, in particular Strabo!, tended
rather to emphasize the close interweaving of the Alano-Sarmatian and Iberian popu-
lations, later documents — and Georgian chronicles in particular — are inclined rather
to underline the distinct identity of these Caucasian peoples of the North, notably by
using this fantasy of the invading giant warrior. After the disappearance of Sasanian
power in the 7% century, the Alan chiefs kept the keys of the Caucasian Gates and this
literary caricature continued to persist. The figure of Ambazoukes and its legendary
repercussions on the Armenian and Georgian traditions thus played a significant role
in the ethnogenesis of Caucasian nations.

! Strabo. Geography. XI, 3, p. 3.
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GEORGIAN HIGHLANDERS IN NORTH OSSETIA:
PRESERVING FOLK TRADITIONS

Lyubov Solovyova
Russia

Mountains create obstacles to human communication, they separate peoples and
contribute to the formation of new ethnic communities, languages and dialects. But it
was always possible to find mountain trails and passes that helped to overcome physi-
cal barriers, connected people, made it possible to communicate, trade, make military
campaigns, move to new lands and contact other ethnic communities.

One of the main passages through the Main Caucasian ridge was the path known
from ancient times along the narrow gorge of the Terek River, connecting the South
and North Caucasus. In Georgian chronicles, this path is known under different
names: the Dariali Path (Darialis gza), the Darialan Gates, the Alan Gates, the Aragvi
Gates (Aragvis kari), the Ossetian Gates (Ovsetis kari), etc. The Georgian highlanders
called the Darial Gorge — the Aragvi Gates (Aragvis Kari) or the Khevi Gates (Khevis
Kari). On the proposal of the commander-in-chief in Georgia Pavel Tsitsianov, in
1804 the road from Mozdok to Tbilisi was named ,,Alexandrov’s Roads“ — in honor
of Alexander I, but soon the name — the Georgian Military Road was established as an
official one'. In the languages of neighboring peoples (Ingush, Ossetians), this road
had other names as well. For example, the Ingush called it ,['Tanrlait auks” — ,Ingush
road“.

The historical significance of this path and its role in the fate of the peoples of the
Caucasus cannot be overemphasized. Even a brief overview of the architectural and
historical monuments located in the vicinity of the Georgian Military Road is im-
pressive in its diversity and significance. The fact that it was through this path, along
the Terek valley, that Georgian youth passed and got to educational institutions in
Moscow and St. Petersburg, is reflected in the name of the Sixtiers — , Tergdaleulebi®
(those who drank [the water] of the Terek )*.

After the annexation of the Caucasus to the Russian Empire, the importance of
the Georgian Military Road in the economic development of the surrounding regions
increased. In particular, its influence on the intensification of migration processes was
significant.

Individual and group migrations and resettlements have always been typical of

! ApmxeBanunnse U. A. Boenno-I'py3unckas qopora (KpaeBemrueckuii 0uepk ¢ MPUIOKSHHEM CXe-
MaTHYeCKOH KapThl MapiipyTa u oubnuorpadun). T6., 1954, pp. 18, 22.

2 Unrymu. cepust ,Haposs! u kynstypsl”. M., 2013. p. 50.

* IImepmusr P., Jomuase B. Ot Toumucu no Kaskasu. T6., 1991 (in Georg.).
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the life of the peoples of the Caucasus. The main causes for the resettlement were
economic (shortage of land, crop failures, etc.) and social (invasion of enemy troops,
cases of blood feud, etc.) factors.

During the 18" century in the Russian territories of the North Caucasus, Georgian
settlements were concentrated in two regions — in the Caspian and the Terek region.
In the Terek region the place of localization of immigrants from Georgia was Kizlyar
and Mozdok, as well as small settlements on the left bank of the Terek, later trans-
formed into villages (stanitsa): Shelkovskaya (Sarafannikovo), Novogladkovskaya,
Sasoplinskaya, etc.

The total number of Georgians in the Terek region in the last quarter of the 18"
century was 2.5-3 thousand people. Throughout the second half of the 18" century,
the Georgian community comprised 15-25% of the civilian population of Kizlyar
and up to 20-53% of the civilian population of Mozdok. Although the number of
Georgians in the Terek region was small (in Kizlyar — from 470 persons in 1775 up
to 805 persons in 1798; in Mozdok — from 120 persons in 1764 up to 933 persons
in 1789), the researchers emphasize their important role in the relationship between
Georgia, Russia and the North Caucasus'.

Many Georgians changed their ethnic identity and became Cossacks; the memory
of their ethnic origin was long preserved in the villages. Thus, the old residents of
the village of Aleksandro-Nevskaya (Dagestan), even in the 1970s, remembered that
there were many Georgians among the local Cossacks (the family names Minadze,
Khizanov, Lomidze, Kiknidze, Zedginidze, Gerasimov)’.

The formation of the Georgian diaspora in North Ossetia was mainly the result of
migrations from neighboring regions of Georgia (Mtiuleti, Khevi, Racha). Georgians
settled in Vladikavkaz, in Mozdok, in the Alagir settlement (sloboda). Migration be-
came especially active in the second half of the 19" and early 20" centuries. Only
in the 1870s and 1880s 200 families moved from Racha to Alagir: here a silver-lead
plant was under construction and many workers were required — carpenters, builders,
sawyers, lime burning specialists’.

By the early 20" century Georgian merchants, entrepreneurs and hotel owners
lived in the city center. The vast majority of the Georgian migrants settled in the
villages of Vladimirskaya, Molokanskaya and Ossetianskaya and on Shaldon. Geor-

! Tampekenu B. H. JlokymeHTs 1o B3aumootHomenusM [ py3uu ¢ CeBepubsim Kakazom B XVIII B.
T6., 1968, pp. 51-52, 95.

2 ConosbeBa JI. T. HekoTopble CTOPOHBI TPAAUIIMOHHO-OBITOBOM KYJIBTYPBI PYCCKOTO CTAPOKUIIb-
cxoro HaceneHusi CesepHoro Kapkasa (1o nosnessiM Marepuanam 1976 r.). Bectuuk Axanemun
Hayk YedeHnckoii PecrryOmukn, 2018, 5 (42), pp. 94-98.

3 Kanykosa 3. B. Jlnacniopsl B Ocernn: MICTOPHYECKUI OIBIT KU3HEYCTPOHCTBA U COBPEMEHHOE
cocrosiHue. Bnanukaskas.; Cunanos b. A., ConobeBa, JI. T. I'py3unckas auacmopa Ha CeBepHOM
Kapka3e: HeKoTOpbIe acleKThI TyXOBHOM KyabTyphl. BecTHuk anTpononorun, 2020, 4, pp. 188-198.
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gians also lived in the villages of Lars, Chmi, Balta, located along the Georgian
Military Road. The economic sustainability of the Georgian community allowed it to
create a diaspora structure (schools, libraries, temples). So, in 1888 a Georgian school
was opened in Vladikavkaz and in 1899 — in Alagir’.

According to the 2010 census, the Georgian population of the Republic of North
Ossetia-Alania is 9095; Georgians are the sixth largest ethnic group in the republic.
The basic Georgian population lives in Vladikavkaz, Mozdok, as well as in settle-
ments located near the border with Georgia — in the villages of Balta, Chmi and
Nizhny Lars.

As contemporary field materials show, Georgians living in North Ossetia retain
many traditional elements of spiritual culture (folk beliefs, family and calendar ritu-
als, etc.). Ethnic identity, knowledge of the Georgian language and its use in everyday
life are firmly preserved; this is partly due to the fact that there is a Georgian general
education school in Vladikavkaz.

The ancestors of the Georgians living in the villages of Nizhniy Lars and Chmi
are mainly from Khevi; the ancestors of the Georgians of the village of Balta are
immigrants from Mtiuleti and the Ksani gorge. From the narratives of the elders,
local residents know that in those times when their grandfathers and great-grandfa-
thers moved here (some only at the beginning of the 20th century), these places were
sparsely populated.

According to the informants, until now, the inhabitants of these villages retain cer-
tain features of the Mokhevian (Lower Lars, Chmi) and Mtiuletian (Balta) dialects.

In Soviet times, the inhabitants of these villages worked in a sewing workshop,
and were engaged in manufacturing of the items of folk crafts: they knitted traditional
woolen patterned socks, made carpets; such workshops were in Lars and Vladikav-
kaz, but there was also an opportunity to work from home. Men mostly worked in the
highway department, which served the Georgian Military Road. Local residents now
work mainly in Vladikavkaz.

It should be noted that although Georgians have moved to new places, they did
not break off ties with their native villages. Through constant contacts with their old
villages they maintained ties with relatives; it was also considered necessary to visit
them on religious celebrations, especially on those days that were associated with
family and rural sanctuaries. Georgians also never forgot the most revered regional
sanctuaries (Lomisi in the village of Mleta in Mtiuleti and Gergetis Sameba in Khe-
vi), making pilgrimages there on holidays.

A particularly revered sanctuary was the shrine of Lomisa, (Lomisas khati), locat-

! Kanykosa 3. B., ®enocosa E. B. DrHokynsrypHOe mpoctpanctBo Ceseproii Ocetun. Braau-
kaBka3, 2011; Kanykosa 3. B. [luacniopsl B Ocetnn: Mctopudeckuil ONbIT KU3HEYCTPOUCTBA U
COBpeMeHHOe cocTosHue, Bnaaukaskas, 2009.
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ed in the village of Mleta. As noted by Vera Bardavelidze, it was an important region-
al sanctuary. According to popular beliefs, it was considered the common patron of
two mountainous regions of Eastern Georgia — Mtiuleti and Gudamagqari'.

Lomisa Church (khati), according to popular beliefs, was considered very
»strong® and powerful, therefore it was revered in the neighboring mountainous re-
gions of eastern Georgia. St. George of Lomisa is mentioned in sacral texts not only
in Mtiuleti but also in Pshavi and Khevi. The people believe that St. George helps
childless women, seriously ill persons; people come here to pray for recovery, for
granting children, for healing from blindness and other ailments, for the well-being
of the family. Georgians living in North Ossetia have traditionally attended this
festival.

According to the informants, pilgrimages to these shrines were made despite the
negative attitude of the Soviet authorities towards it. The tradition of sacrificing ani-
mals has been preserved and continues to this day, which is often done in the case of
a particular vow. Baptism of children also usually took place on major church holi-
days. So, according to the inhabitants of Nizhny Lars, many visited Kazbegi (Step-
antsminda) in September, when the holiday of Ivanoba was celebrated there, which
was considered a ,children’s holiday®, and at that time children were baptized too.
Baptism was also timed to coincide with the holiday of Atengenoba, which fell on
the beginning of August.

The Georgians of North Ossetia still retain many traditions associated with family
(child, wedding, funeral and memorial rites) and calendar rituals. So, a big memorial
day is considered ,khorzieli shabati“ Meat-Fare Sunday at Butter Week. Informants
recall that at the end of the 20" century. Children at the Maslenitsa festival dressed
in different funny outfits (as Gypsy, etc.), walked around the village, sang and were
presented with sweets and money.

In Nizhny Lars, on Epiphany, on the night of January 18 to 19, on the banks of the
Terek, a big bonfire is set up — one for the whole village. Men kindle a fire, and wom-
en prepare a memorial treat at home — khinkali and pies with cheese and potatoes
(khabizgins). All this, as well as wine and vodka, are carried to the fire. Dishes should
be hot — ,so that steam should comes from them"“. Everyone treats themselves and
commemorates the dead, pronouncing their names; they also commemorate those
long-dead relatives whose names have already been forgotten. After the meal, water
is taken from the Terek and poured onto the ground, also commemorating the dead.
Residents of Nizhny Lars, who have moved to Vladikavkaz, also, if possible, perform
this rite on the night of Epiphany, but already with the family.

For the Georgians of these villages, the veneration of traditional ,,family“ and ru-

! BapnaBenuaze B. B. JpeBHeiinire peauruno3nble BEpOBaHUs U 00PsI0BOE rpauieckoe UCKyc-
CTBO TPY3UHCKUX IuleMeH. M., 2015, p. 22.
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ral sanctuaries is typical. For example, in the village of Balta, most families (Butkhu-
zi, Karelidze, Midelashvili, Pavliashvili, Tinikashvili, etc.) have their own shrines.
If families are considered relatives, for example, descended from two brothers, then
they have a common sanctuary. These holy places are located in the vicinity of Balta,
in the forest, and are stone constructions with a niche for candles, with a stone cross at
the top, traditional for the mountainous regions of Eastern Georgia. Sometimes there
are relief stone images (for example, the image of the Mother of God with an infant
on the Mariamoba sanctuary). The senior representatives of the family are usually
elected as the Chiefs of the sanctuaries (dekanozi).

In the village of Balta, the following holidays are held mainly near traditional
sanctuaries: Lomisoba, Ertabrdzanebloba, Mariamoba, Gandzi, Kashvetoba, Tsikh-
ismtavarmotsme, Tinikant sakhmto, Gruisis tsminda Giorgi. Most of these holidays
occur in spring, on Easter (Agdgoma), on Krasnaya Gorka (The Red Hill), on the first
Sunday after Easter (Georg. Kviratskhovloba),on Ascension (Amagleba).

The festival of Lomisoba, which is held on the first Wednesday after the day of the
Holy Trinity, has become especially crowded in recent years. It became an important
event not only for the representatives of the Georgian diaspora of North Ossetia and
neighbouring regions but also for the whole republic; Georgians, Ossetians, Russians
and Armenians visit this holy place on the day of the festival.

In 1998, a chapel of St. George the Victorious was erected next to the sanctuar-
yOn holidays in the chapel, priests conduct services and perform the ordinances of
Baptism.

According to the narratives of the locals, in the 1950s, one of the residents of the
village of Balta, Simon Pavliashvili, moved several stones from the shrine to Mleta,
near his home village, where he built a sanctuary in honor of St. George of Lomisa.
Simon Pavliashvili was revered by the people as a clairvoyant and called ,mona®;
they say that he could ,,speak to God“. According to the stories descendants, the an-
cestors of Simon Pavliashvili came from the village of Pavliani, Akhalgori region.
In that village there was also a sanctuary of St. George, and the decanoses were
chosen precisely from the family of Pavliashvili. Simona, following the orders of
the higher powers, began to erect the Ertabrdzanebloba and Mariamoba sanctuaries
in the vicinity of the Balta village. From Georgia he also brought a metal cross with
a dedicatory inscription: , The cross was donated to Pavliashvili Simon for the glory
of the Great Lomisa. 1950%. Today this cross and three more metal crosses, which
were previously kept by the decanoses of different families, are in St. George’s
Chapel

This happened in the 1950s when the authorities not only closed Christian church-
es but also fought against the worship of holy places. According to local residents,
Simona Pavliashvili also suffered from government officials and even spent several
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years in prison'.

The question arises: why did in the village of Balta appear the ,,branches” of the
shrines from the native villages of the migrants? After all, they were erected when
there was no state border between North Ossetia and Georgia and it was easy to get
to the family sanctuary in Mtiuleti or Khevi.

As one of our informants said about the sanctuaries in the village of Balta:
Everything that we had in our village in the Ksani gorge we all dragged here”. This
practice, as the researchers note, was widespread among the Georgian highlanders.
Migration has tended to be one of the main reasons for this. As noted by V. Bar-
davelidze: , By the ancient custom of the Georgians, during the resettlement, they
took with them some relic of their sanctuary — a handful of earth, a small fragment
from a niche, or a pebble, a sacred bowl or something else and placed it on the cult
tower ,,which was constructed in the name of their original patron in a new place of
residence.

Apparently, in the construction of ,branches” of ancestral sanctuaries, one can
see both the desire to sacredly ,master” the territory in the vicinity of the village, and
the desire of the Georgian migrants to ,bring“ their main ancestral sanctuary closer
to their new habitat, since St. George of Lomisa is perceived as the patron saint of
the entire community, and family sanctuaries — as patrons of certain family groups.
Thus, the landscape in the vicinity of the village of Balta was gradually sacredly
»Mastered“ by the Georgian migrants; while the holiday of Lomisoba has recently
become practically a republican holiday, the days of prayers in other sanctuaries re-
main events that seem important only for the residents of the concrete settlement. A
similar situation is observed in other Georgian villages in North Ossetia. So, in the
village of Nizni Lars there are sanctuaries where the holidays of Ivanoba, Giorgoba,
Atengenoba and others are held.

Field materials prove that representatives of the modern Georgian diaspora in
North Ossetia are characterized by a stable preservation of their native language and
traditional culture in everyday life. Georgians, both compactly living in rural settle-
ments and urban residents, firmly preserve their ethnic identity. This is also facilitated
by the constant contacts of the Georgians of North Ossetia with relatives who live in
Thilisi and in the neighboring regions of Georgia (Khevi, Mtiuleti).

" Cunanos b. A., Conossesa JI. T. I'py3uHckas auacrtopa Ha CeBepHoM KaBkase: HEKOTOpBIE aCIIeK-
THI IyXOBHOMU KynbTyphl. BecTHUK anTpomnonoruu, 2020, 4, pp. 188—198.

2 Bapnasenuase B. B. JIpeBHeiiime peaurno3Hbiec BEpOBaHUS H 00PsAI0BOE IpaduuecKoe HCKYC-
CTBO I'PY3HHCKHX ILIEMEH. p. 26.
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! Mictopust MOHI0JI0B 1O apMsIHCKUM HcTo4HUKaM. I, mepeBon u o0sicienus K. ITarkanosa, CIIb.,
1873, a3. 62.

2 3. 3086 g39ma. bodommggmmb 1772 Bl Gaygs. 3., 1964, a3. 32, 88.

? 20999638 9@ 0b Ima bon@mds badetmggmman. a3. 189.

* Ak, coOpanHbie KaBkasckoii apxeorpaduueckoii komuccueil. 2, KaBkas u 3akaBkasbe 3a Bpemst
yIIpaBIIeHHs reHepaia oT uHaHTepuy, KHs134 [laBna Jmurpuesnya [{unuanosa, 1802-1806, mox
pen. An. bepixe, T, 1868, a3. 224.

¥ g0dmosmdbgmgmo. sbBmmmgabo 3o80sby. &gdbEo 3odmba(398sm dmaddows Mgzed 303-
60dgd, md., 1987, a3. 230.

¢ Xamunos M. LI, Knumos A.I. CioBaps KaBKa3CKUX s3bIKOB. COIMOCTaBICHHE OCHOBHOM
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nexcuku. M. 2003, ag. 128.
"0dsg, a3. 167.
2 Ozzoes U. A. Pyccko-MHIYLICKHIA cl10Bapb. 83. 592.
3 Kapacaes A. T., Manmes A. I. Pyccko-yeueHckuii cioBaps. M., 1978, a3- 392, 399, 493.
* Manues A. I, O3n0es 1. A. Pyccko-ueueHCKO-MHIYLICKHIA ciioBapb. [po3Helid, 1966, a3. 407.
*a. 3m3obadg. omdn@o mgdbogmbo. @d., 2012, a3. 85.
¢ Jororme 3omm-ogddoms bogyzab 3mbs. a3. 184-185.
"0dsg, a3- 170.
1. 8gbogdsdgama. Jadayyeo mgdbogmbo. 3., 1943, a3. 53.
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THE NAME OF DARIALI ACCORDING TO THE GEORGIAN
CHRONICLES AND ITS DIALECTICAL
CORRESPONDENCES

Ketevan Kutateladze
Georgia

The strategic pass — Gates of the Caucasus, known as the ,Caucasus Gates®“, the
»1berian Gates”, the ,Caspian Gates”, the ,Sarmatian Gates“, is represented in the
»Georgian Chronicles” (,,Life of Kartli“) under the name ,Darial / Dariel / Darialani®,
although it has also an old Georgian name, preserved in Georgian sources.

Strabo considered the Caucasus to be the pass between the Black and Caspian
Seas, and pointed that it ,strengthens the passage that separates [the seas]. [This
mountain] borders Albania and Iberia to the south, and the lowlands of Sarmatia to
the north“. Strabo also adds that the Albanian and Iberian tribes occupy basically the
above ,mentioned pass called ,the Caucasus Gates“!. Pliny also calls it ,the Cauca-
sus Gates“. According to Pliny’s description, ,the natural exit between the rocks is
bounded by iron-plated logs under which, in the middle of the rocks, the river flows
down, and on the side of the Gates there is a fortress on the rock, known under the
name Kumania?, which was built up to obstruct the passage and avoid passing the
tribes, amassed at the entrance®’, He considers that the Gates ison the territory of
Iberia, and adds that via crossing Iberia, the exit ,leads to the land of Sarmatia“.

" Qaukhchishvili T. Strabo’s Geography, Information about Georgia, Tb., 1957, pp. 126-127 (in
Georg.).

2 The etymology of this name is unknown, in Georgian historiography in one case it is identified with
»Dariali Fortress®, in another case with ,Kumlistsikhe* (Kazbegi district, Gudauri community),
which is located on the southern slope of Jvari Pass on the bank of Mtiuleti Aragvi: Orthographic
Dictionary. Tb., 1987, p. 110 (in Georg.); Topo archaeological Dictionary of Life of Kartli. ed.
G. Gamgrelidze, Tb., 2013, p. 739 (in Georg.); The name Kumania requires proper explanation,
although it is possible that the general name of any of the nomadic peoples, such as ,Sarmatians®,
»Scythian®, ,Alans”, etc. was implied. Stephen of Byzantium names the Comans by the Caspian
Sea: M3Bectust npeBHUX mmcarenell rpedecknx u jdatnHcknx o Cku¢pum n Kaskase, cobpan u
nznan ¢ pycckuM nepesonom B. B. Jlateimes. I, B. 11, CIIB., 1896, p. 261; Kuma is a river in the
North Caucasus, which is referred to by Guldenstedt in Circassia; Guldenstedt’s trip to Georgia,
g. Gelashvili Edition, vol. I, Tb., 1962, vol. II, Tb., 1969, p. 53.

Arbolashvili L. Pliny the Elder’s ,History of Nature® as a Source of Georgian History.
Caucasiological Series, III, Tb., 2006, p. 151 (in Georg.); M3Bectus apeBHUX mnucareneii
rpedecknx U gatuHCKUX o Cxuduu u Kaskasp, cobpan n u3nan ¢ pycckum nepesogom B. B.
Jlaremues. 11, B. I, CIIB., 1904, p. 182; M3BecTust qpeBHUX I'PEUSCKUX W PUMCKUX THCaTelIel o
KaBkasbe, coOpan u nepesen ¢ nognuaHUKoB K. [anp. 4. I, T6., 1884, p. 107.

* Arbolashvili L. Pliny the Elder’s ,History of Nature”. p. 153; M3BecTus ApeBHUX mucarenei

rpedeckux U naruHckux o Ckudun u Kaskass. p. 184.
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Pliny notes thatthe Gates of Iberia mistakenly is called the Caspian' Gates2 which,
as mentioned above is called the ,,Caucasus Gates“?. Strabo makes a mention of the
fortress as an impregnable one®.

Leonti Mroveli calls Darial ,the Aragvi Gates™. Juansher also calls ,Aragvi®,
the river, that passes through ,Darialan®: ,and this river is also called Aragvi“ as the
both rivers originate in the same mountain: The Aragvi of Kartli and the Aragvi of
Ossetia’. This river is the same Terek, which Vakhushti Batonishvili sometimes refers
to as ,,Aragvi“ and sometimes as ,Lomek“: ,The river of Khevi up to Cherkassy is
called Aragvi and the Lomek river from ancient times, and now it is called Terek,
which ,flows from Khevi to the Caucasus“’. An old Armenian translation of ,Kartlis
Tskhovreba“ (,Life of Kartli“) refers to ,,the Aragvi Gates® as ,Dariala®’, while in the
Mariam’s version of ,KartlisTskhovreba“ it is called ,,Da: Rghala:“®.

According to Ana’s ,Life of Kartli the river, which flows into the Dariali gorge, is
called ,Dariealo®. Teimuraz Bagrationi also mentions that one out of the two Gates

! T. Kaukhchishvili noted that according to ancient sources, the ,Caspian Gates® is sometimes
understood as ,Dariali“ and in some cases as ,Darubandi“: T. Kaukhchishvili, Ancient Greek
Sources of Georgian History. Tb., 1976, p. 218 (in Georg.); Inadze M. Caspian Gate (Dariali,
Darubandi) In International Diplomatic Relations of I-VI Centuries BC, Georgian Diplomacy,
Yearbook, III, Tbilisi, 1996, p.50] (in Georg.). G. Gozalishvili dedicated a special letter to the
»Caspian Gates”, which refers to Darial: Gozalishvili G. Caspian Gate. Enimkis Moambe, V-VI,
1940, pp. 469-477 (in Georg.). On this issue, see also: Cheishvili G. The Caspian Gates, Iberian
Borders and International Relations in the 6™ Century. Annals, 2014, N2, pp. 164-194.

2 Gozalishvili G. Caspian Gate... p. 470; V3BecTust PEBHUX I'PEUCCKUX U PUMCKHUX IHCATEINCH O
Kagkasse. p. 109.

* Qaukhchishvili T. Strabo’s... p. 129; M3BecTusi ApeBHUX Mucareseil TPeYecKUX U JIATHHCKUX O
Cxkucun u KaBkasp, codpan u u3gan ¢ pycckum nepesogom B. B. Jlaremmes. I, B. I, CIIb., 1893,
p- 140; M3BecTus ApeBHUX TPEUECKUX U PUMCKHX mucareneil o KaBkasse. p. 68.

* Leonti Mroveli. Life of Georgian Kings. Life of Kartli, I, text established according to all major
manuscripts by S. Kaukhchishvili, Tb., 1955, p. 12 (in Georg.); History and admiration of
Monarchs. Life of Kartli, II, 1959, p. 44 (in Georg.).

5 Juansheri. Life of Vakhtang Gorgasali. Life of Kartli, I, text established according to all major
manuscripts by S. Kaukhchishvili, Tb., 1955, p. 151.

¢ Vakhushti Batonishvili. Description of the Kingdom of Georgia. Life of Kartli, IV, text established
according to all major manuscripts by S. Kaukhchishvili, Tb., 1973, pp. 356, 633.

7 Old Armenian translation of the Life of Kartli. Georgian text and old Armenian translation with
research and dictionary was edited by Ilia Abuladze, Tb., 1953, p. 15-16; Leonti Morveli notes
that the ,Khazars“ would enter the Caucasus through two entrances - ,,Seaside / Daruband” and
»Aragvi Gates / Dariala“: Leonti Mroveli. Life of Georgian Kings. p. 12; Regarding the same fact,
the old Armenian translation mentions the following except for ,Darubandi“: ,, The Khazars found
another door called Dariala“ [pp. 15-16], text for the Rumyantsev’s list states that in addition to
the Sea Gates / Daruband, there was ,another road to Dariela, which passed through the Caucasus
via the Aragvi“: Life of New Kartli. Vakhtang’s edition, published by Goneli Arakhamia, Tb.,
2017, p. 273 (in Georg.).

§ Corrected in the footnotes as ,Darielai.e.Dariala“: Life of Kartli, Queen Mariam’s version,
published by E. Takaishvili. Tb., 1906, p. 9 (in Georg.).

? Life of Kartli, list of Queen Anna, edited by Simon Kaukhchishvili, Tb., 1942, p. 99 (in Georg.);
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of the Caucasus is the ,Gates of Dariela (i.e. Khevi), which flows ,through Lomek
(i.e., through the river Terek®)'. Thus, the river which forms the Dariali Gorge, ac-
cording to ,Life of Kartli“ is called ,,Aragvi“ and ,Dariealo” and, respectively, the
both names the ,Aragvi Gates“ and the ,Dariali Gates“ mean the exit to the Terek i.e.
the Dariali Gorge.

Vakhushti Batonishvili informs us that the king Asphagur ,Opened the Gates of the
Caucasus and brought out Ossetians and Lezgins® and attacked the Persians®. Regard-
ing the same fact, Leonti Mroveli’s ,Life of Kings“ notes that ,,Asphagur opened the
Gates of the Caucasus, and brought out the Ossetians Lezgins and Khazars“®. This is
the case when ,,Darial / Darialani“ is called the ,,Caucasus Gates“ in ,Life of Kartli®.

Weidenbaum, in accordance with the folk speech, refers to the Dariali Gorge as the
»Khevi Gates" i.e. the Gates of the Gorge, in this case of Terek i.c. the Dariali Gorge*.

According to the Georgian sources, the crossing over the Aragvi Gorge to the
Terek Gorge occurred from the Jvari Pass: ,They crossed over the Jvari Pass and
arrived to Dariel®’. The Jvari Pass is a pass in the Jvari mountain. Vakhushti Baton-
ishvili mentions ,Pass“ when describing Khevi. He notes that the Khevi river i.e.
the Terek meets Khevi to the Northward of the Gorge, which is called ,,a descent“®.
A descent i.e. downhill is connected with going down’. The Georgian military road
passed through the ,Jvari i.e Khevi Mountain Pass® (2388 m)®.

According to the Georgian source, ,Darial / Darialani“ is not just the name of
one geographical point. It also denotes the name of both the Gates and the Locking
Fortress. Vakhushti Batonishvili also mentions other fortresses in the gorge, which
should have had a unified system of military readiness against the enemy entering
the gorge. It is supposed, that the David and Darial Fortresses were preferable forb
locking the Nomadic tribes from intervention or bringing them for help.

Weidenbaum notes that ,this Gates was in the territory of Iberia, where Diriodoris was a flowing
with noise: [TyreBogurens mo Kaskasy. cocrasmi E. Beiinendaym. T6., 1888, p. 265.

! Batonishvili Teimuraz, History from the Beginning of Iveria, i. e. Georgia, which is entirely of
Georgia. SPB., 1848, p. 70 (in Georg.).

2 General name of the people of Turkish Origin: Batonishvili Vakhushti. Description of the Kingdom
of Georgia. Life of Kartli, IV, Tb., 1973, p. 71 (in Georg.).

* General name of the people of Turkish Origin: Life of Kartli. I, Tb., 1955, p. 59.

* ITyreBomutens o Kaskasy. p. 265.

* Life of Kartli. II, Tb., 1959, p. 443 (in Georg.).

¢ Vakhushti Batonishvili. Description of the Kingdom of Georgia. p. 356.

7 Abuladze II. Dictionary of the Old Georgian Language. Tb., 1973, pp. 502, 126; Orbeliani
Sulkhan-Saba. Dictionary Georgian. I, Tb., 1991; II, Tb., 1993, p. 300 (in Georg.); Comp. In
ancient Armenian darivayr / darivar — nuphquyp/ nuphywp — ,descend, slope“: Melikset-Beg
L. Armenian-Georgian Dictionary. Edited by Merab Robakidze, Tb., 1996, p. 86.

8 Maruashvili L. Physical Geography of Georgia. Tb., 1964, p. 176 (in Georg.).

% Cheishvili G. Caspian Gates. Iberian Borders and International Relations in the Sixth Century,
Annals, 2014, N2, Tb., p. 186 (in Georg.).
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Vakhushti Bagrationi mentions the ,,Arsha Fortress“ below the decent, on the
slope of the glacier, on a high cliff, bounded by a rock and ,inaccessible for men“'.
The castle could only be approached from the north, a narrow exit of which was
blocked by a wall and a Gates.The fort was quite large and during the war almost the
whole gorge was sheltered, the fort was also supplied with water?. It is located in the
Chkhati water ravine, where there is the Arshi waterfall and the icon niche ,in the
name of St. White George“. ,Chkhati” in the Mokhevian, Tush and Mtiulian dialects
means a waterfall, a cascade?, by which this ravine was distinguished.

After that, Vakhushti name the ,Ghudushauri Fortress“ at the confluence of the
Achkhoti and Terek rivers, which is considered as the ,,Sno Fortress®. It is perched
on an overhanging cliff and is difficult to reach, protecting the Ghudushauri Gorge.
The fortress has tiers of warriors with holes for guns and boulders. The garrisons of
the Arsha and Sno Fortresses acted jointly when a common enemy was attacking’.
Vakhushti mentions that the road to Gudamakari passed over this Gorge, and north-
ward he names Stephantsminda, and to its west Gerget®.

»Queleti is the next geographical point, mentioned by Vakhushti, where David the
son of Demeter, the insurgent against the Mongols, took shelter; the Mongols could
not capture the fortress. According to the data of the Georgian sources, the Gueleti
Fortress is located in the ,Dariel / Dar [i] ali“ Gorge’.

The Ilkhanate Mongols’ activation in the Aragvi and Dariali Gorges was condi-
tioned by their fear that David could give these roads to the representatives of Golden
Horde against them. Gueleti Fortress is built on the two high cliffs and ,,a narrow
pass, connecting these rocks“®. Water flowing from Khde joins the river Terek at the
Gueleti village and then flows into the Dariali defile full of massive granite rocks’.

! In the Khevsur, Mtiul and Gudamakruli dialects, ,Arsha“ was called a gun with zinc bullets
(cf. ,Arshaviani®): Dictionary of Georgian Synonyms. Tb., 1978, p. 40 (in Georg.); Vakhushti
Batonishvili. Description of the Kingdom of Georgia. p. 357.

? Zakaraia P. Dariali Fortress (Guide). Tb., 1957, pp. 49-50 (in Georg.).

3 Apmxesannize M. BoenHo-rpysurckas gopora. T6., 1954, p. 224.

* Glossary of Georgian Dialect-idiolectal words, compiled by Al. Glonti. Tb., 1984, p. 668 (in
Georg.).

° Zakaraia P. The Aragvi and Terek Gorge. Historical-Architectural Guide, Tb., 1972, p. 50 (in
Georg.); Apmxesanunse M. Ibid, p. 225.

¢ Vakhushti Batonishvili. Ibid. p. 357.

" The entry of the Dariali Gorge is the confluence of the river Chkhere and the end is considered
the Lars checkpoint, and the total length of the cliff is 11 km, where the Terg has a significant
drop and in its narrowest part (part of the Khde water) up to 1350 m, and 1200 m. at the northern
border of Georgia: Maruashvili L. Ibid, pp. 199- 200; Life of Kartli. II, Tb., 1959, pp. 305, 409,
443; Beri Egnatashvili. Life of Akhali Kartli. The first text. Life of Akhali Kartli. The second text;
Dictionary of Georgian Synonyms. Tb., 1978, p. 105 (in Georg.).

# Mindorashvili D. Archaeological Excavations in Khevi. Tb., 2005, p. 19 (in Georg.).

° Maruashvili L. Ibid, pp. 200-201.
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The Dariali Fortress is located 2 km from Gueleti Fortress. The Gueleti Fortress,
together with Darial, were the ,the stronghold that protected and controlled the main
road of the Caucasus'. The Khde water (Kuctunka) should be meant when Vakhushti
writes that ,,Gueleti is joined below by Aragve (Terek — K.K.) The gorge... leads to
Gudamakari and Dzurdzuki in the Caucasus... the pathway is difficult, necessary,
leading to Dzurdzuketi and Kisteti“.?

Iv.Javakhishvili, based on the information of the Laws of King George V (Dzeg-
lisdeba), which says: ,,We reached Dariela®, ,those who returned from Dariela prayed
before ,Mtavarmotsame of Lomisi“ (the chief martyr of Lomisi)’, thought that ,Dar-
ialani“ should be considered the northern boundary of the sphere of action of the
Laws of King George V*; this means that the northern boundary line ran beyond the
main watershed ridge of the Caucasus to the northern slope, which was locked by the
Dariali Gates-Exit.

The earlier period of the ,Kings’ life“ connects fortification of the Gates on the
passes of the Caucasus to marching against the Durdzuks?, rather than to the ,Alans”
i.e. theOssetians. At the time ofthe Kartlian King Mirvan, the Durdzuks crossed the
Caucasus, and joining on the way the Durdzuks resettled by King Saurmag to the
Chartali Gorge before, ravaged Kakheti and Bazaleti’. Mirvan set out on a campaign
against Durdzuketi with a united army. ,,The Durdzuks gatheredand got in the way
to the upper fortified Gates ofthe Caucasus”. ,Mirvan ,came to the Gates”. After a
strong fight, both Chartal and Durdzuketi were subordinated to him. ,,Then he built
a stony Gates and called it Darubal®’, which is referred to as ,Da: Rubalda® in Mari-
am’s ,Kartlis Tskhovreba“®, and as ,,Darula” in the C list’. According to the old Arme-
nian translation of ,Kartlis Tskhovreba“, Mirvan ,conquered Durdzuk[et]i, Chartali
and the Stony Gates, which was there — ,Darbala“!® S. Makalatia also noted that the

! Mindorashvili D. Ibid, pp. 19-20.

2 Vakhushti Batonishvili. Ibid, p. 358.

* Laws of King George V the Magnificent, published by Davit Purtseladze. Tb., 1988, p. 35-36 (in
Georg.).

4 Javakhishvili Tv. History of Georgian Law. Book One, Essays in Twelve Volumes, vol. VI, Tb.,
1982, p. 99 (in Georg.).

5 ,Durdzuks” is the name of the ancestors of the Vainakh people living in the Caucasus. ,The Life
of Kartli“ also notes ,Dzurdzuki“ and ,,Urdzuki®.

¢ Leonti Mroveli. Ibid, p. 28.

7 Ibid; Life of Kartli. List of Queen Anna. p. 20; Life of Kartli (,Life of Old Kartli“), edited by I.
Antelava and N. Shoshiashvili.Tb. 1996, p. 58 (in Georg.); Life of Kartli, edited by Marie Brose,
SPB., 1849, p. 34.

8 Life of Kartli, Queen Mariam’s list, published by E.Takaishvili, Tb., 1906, p. 24 (in Georg.).

° Leonti Mroveli. Ibid, p. 28.

10°0ld Armenian translation of Kartli life. p. 39; Teimurz Bagrationi as M. Brosset considers that
»Daruband® is the same ,Darubal”: Batonishvili Teimuraz. History from the Beginning of Iveria,
i.e. Georgia, which is entirely of Georgia. SPB., 1848, p. 120; O310eB U. A. Pyccko-uHrymckuit
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Dariali Fortress resisted the inhabitants living beyond Khde, who often came down
to destroy Khevi'. It turns out that according to Life of Kartli, the ,fortification of the
Gates“ i.e. fortification of the exit firstly occurred to restrain the Durdzuk i.e.Vainakh
population, which is corroborated by the above-mentioned note of Vakhushti about
the necessary and hard to pass road in Durdzuketi and Kist. The historian notes that
the Caucasus is the watershed of Gudamakari, Khevi and ,,Dzurdzuk-Kist“2. Thus,
in the given case, the names of the fortress and Gates mentioned here should not be
connected with the Alans.

Due to ,Life of Kartli“ the linking of the Alans i.e. the Ossetians to the road and
the Gates-exit to the North Caucasus should have occurred more lately. The above
mentioned is corroborated not only by the later insertions in the text of the ,Life
of Kartli“, but also the description of Vakhushti Bagrationi, according to which, in
the DarialiGorge, below the David’s Fortress, which he associates with the name of
David Agmashenebeli, , There is Darielal” to the east edge of Aragyv, (Terek — K.K.)
G*by King Mirvan. The Gates was fortified and a stronghold built for prevention
of the Khazars and the Ossetians, from penetration [and is named the conqueror].
Below it, there had been a settlement of the Kings, which served as a base, ,, When
they march to Ossetia, they will stay there“4. The David’s Fortress, the Exit of Dariali
and the settlement of the kings, point that all of them entered within the borders of
the Kingdom of Kartli as fortifications protecting the extreme northern point. Thus,
according to Leonti Mroveli’s ,Life of Kings“, Mirvan’s military expedition was
directed against Durdzuketi, while regarding the same fact, Vakhushti Batonishvili
names the ,Ossetians” and ,, Khazars®.

According to the researchers, Dariali Fortress is built on a natural cliff on the op-
posite sideof the confluence of the rivers the Terek and Khde. Cliffs were northward
and southward, nowadays the West Tower is preserved. Battlements were cut into the
walls of the fortress; the fence was fortified with 3 watchtowers. Terek borders the
castle from three sides, and a high rock wall from the west. The walls of the fence

cinoBape. M., 1980, p. 269; But it is evident that Mirvan’s military expansion did not take place
at the Gates of Daruband. If we consider Mz. Andronikashvili’s explanation of ,Dar-u-Band",
where U is the Pahlavi cojunction as ,and“, when she translates the word as ,Gates and Fortress*:
Andronikashvili M. Names of Iranian Tribal Place in Old Georgian Historical Works. Proceedings
of the Institute of Linguistics, Oriental Languages Series, I, Tb., 1954, p. 23 (in Georg.); we may
be dealing with a similar understanding, which is confirmed by ,Mirvan built Gates with mortared
stones” and ,,built a stronghold“: Leonti Mroveill. Ibid, p. 28; Vakhushti Batonishvili. Ibid. p. 358.

! Makalatia S. Khevi. Tb., 1934, p. 13.

2 Vaxushti Batonishvili. Ibid, pp. 354, 358.

* Regarding this name, an explanation is written on the source arch: ,,Europeans call it the Caucasus
Gates and the second the Leketi Caucasus Road®, which refers to the ,Daruband Road“: Vakhushti.
Ibid, p. 358.

*Ibid.
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are filled with mortar and its thickness reaches one or two meters. The passage was
cut in the south wall, which used to be a tunnel earlier. The tunnel leads to the river
Terek, from which water was supplied'. According to L.Tsitlanadze, the road passed
the rocky cliff and along the left bank of the river Terek. , It passes through the nar-
row Gates between the fortress and the cliffs which, on its own, was blocked by a
wall“%. According to descriptions of archaeologists, the North Gates must have been
a narrow passage at the foothill of the north-western slope, which was fortified by
a 2-6 m wide wall of the second half of the 5" century, built on an older and larg-
er wall (thickness-6m, height-5m). ,, The discovery of such a strong wall at Dariali
Fortress elucidates how great its importance was in deterring the attacks of the No-
madic Hordes from the North“. D. Mindorashvili considers that during the reign of
Vakhtang Gorgasali, they didn’t build a new fortress, ,but the existing fortress was
fortified“®. Archaeological excavations have confirmed that the fortresswas provided
also with a system of water supply by clay pipes*. Among the Khevi toponyms we
meet ,Old Darialai“, which is called to the nearby territory of the so-called ,King
Tamar’s Fortress“. V. Itonishvili thinks that during the Russian rule, in the period
of constructing new communication, the nearby territories of the ,Tamar’s Fortress®
was attributed the name ,,01d“.

Vakhushti Bagrationi defines the above-mentioned ,Darubal” as a ,,Conqueror®,
which is connected with ,Mre“, meaning — a Conqueror®, I conquered/gained the
victory“’. ,Momrevi“ corresponds to ,Reva“/defeat which means strength, gaining
victory®. Teimuraz Bagrationi defines ,Daria“ as ,Conquered, gained victory®. It

' Makalatia S. Ibid, p. 112; Zakaraia P. Old Fortresses of Georgia. Tb., 1988, pp. 51-53 (in Georg.).

2 Tsitlanadze L. The Dariali Fortress (Archacological Research), D / N, N27-28, Tb. 1971, p. 62
(in Georg.); Zakaraia P. Aragvi and Terek Gorge. Historical-Architectural Guide, Tb., 1972, p. 56
(in Georg.).

3 Mindorasvili D. Ibid. p. 3.

*Tbid. p. 4; Tsitlanadze L. Ibid. p. 62.

3 S. Makalatia notes that ,this name is legendary and has nothing to do with the personality of Queen
Tamar of the 12" century. Dariali Fortress is not mentioned in the name of Tamar in Georgian
historical literature. , The researcher associates it with M. Lermontov who used the name of the
beautiful woman Tamar in his poem ,,Demon“. The poet connected it with the Dariali Gorge and
the fortress and is introducedin the Russian literature this way: Makalatia S. Ibid, pp. 38-39;
Zakaraia P. Dariali Fortress (Guide). Tb., 1957 (in Georg.); Zakaraia P. Aragvi and Terek Gorge.
Historical-Architectural Guide, Tb., 1972, p. 56 (in Georg.); The poet calls the castle ,Daryal“:
Jlepmontos M. 0. CobOpanue counHeHuit B ueTbipex Tomax. I, M., 1969, p. 292; JlepmonTos M.
10. Cobpanne counnennii B uetsipex Tomax. 11, M., 1969, p. 414.

¢ Itonishvili Val. Toponymy of Khevi. Tb., 1971, p. 145 (in Georg.).

7 Orbeliani Sulkhan-Saba. Georgian Dictionary. I, Tb., 1991; II, Tb., 1993, p. 518 (in Georg.);
Abuladze I1. Dictionary of the Old Georgian Language. Tb., 1973, p. 294 (in Georg.).

8 Abuladdze I1. Ibid, p. 346.

> Comp. ,Daraka“ — shield: Sulkhan-Saba.., Ibid. p. 197; Teimuraz Bagrationi. Dictionary book.
Edited by Guram Sharadze, Tb., 1979, pp. 44-45 (in Georg.). N. Chubinashvili explains the same:
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is possible that the crossings of the Caucasus were guarded by frontier-guards dis-
tinguished by special military training and a special courage to restrain easily the
enemy. They had to be also local mountaineers, who would have known precisely
each corner of the most complicated Dariali Gorge. ,Conversion of Kartli“ confirms
the afore mentioned. After the abolition of the monarchy, the Persians fortified the
crossings of the Caucasus', including those leading to Ossetia too: ,And entered the
Caucasus and took the Gates of Ovset, and one large Gates of Ovses, and two in
Dvaleti, and one in Parchuan of Durdzuketi?, and they attributed® Mtiulni as Go-
marda“’. According to Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani, ,Jomardi“ (comp.Gomardi) is a for-
eign word and means brave, lively, vigorous®. This word is considered to originate
from Persian and is defined as a hero, a man, a knight in the United Dictionary of the
Old Georgian Language®.

Teimuraz Bagrationi, in describing the journey from Tbilisi to St. Petersburg, wrote
in one of his letters to Marie Brose: ,,We have passed along the narrow roads of the
so-called Bakhtir’, through the Dariela Gates and arrived to Lars“®. S. Makalatia points
to the ,,Bakhtri Tower® built on the Bakhtri rock, on the military road, which was the
cover tower of the Dariali fortress; then it was applied as a place of worship of ,St.
George of Bakhtari®. V. Itonishvili thinks that Vakhushti, when mentioning the Gates
(»and its name is Conqueror®) built by King Mirdat, he must have implied ,,Bakhtar“!°.

According to the Mokhevian vocabulary, the lower reaches of the Dariali Gorge
is called ,,Bakhtari“: ,,We called it St. George of Bakhtari. It is on the left, at the end

»Darak-Darak shield, Darak-shield bearer: Chubinashvili N. Georgian Dictionary 1812-1825.
Publication of the modern version by Tamaz Mchedlidze, Tb., 2010, p. 50 (in Georg.).

"' It is mentioned here that the Persians also ,,constructed the Gates of Khazars“, which means
the Gates of Dauruband: Monuments of Ancient Georgian Hagiographic Literature. I (5th-10th
cc.), prepared for publication by Il. Abuladze, N. Atanelishvili, N. Goguadze, L. Kajaia, Ts.
Kurtsikidze, Ts. Chankiev and Ts. Jghamaia, under the direction and editing of Ilia Abuladze, Tb.,
1963, p. 95 (in Georg.).

2 We will talk about these passages in more detail in another paper.

3 Monuments of Old Georgian Hagiographic Literature. I, pp. 94-95.

* Mz. Andronikashvili connects Gomard with the Middle Persian gumatak, which means:
strustworthy, substitute, appointed, representative, replacing: Andronikashvili M. Essays on
Iranian-Georgian Linguistic Relations. I, Tb., 1966. pp. 187, 195, 199, 207, 210, 310 (in Georg.).

3 Sulkhan-Saba.., Ibid, p. 460.

¢ United Dictionary of the Old Georgian Language. Tb., 2008, p. 452 (in Georg.).

7 Comp. Bakhtiad / Baxtyad / Baxtyar Iranian proper name, which according to Mz. Andronikashvili,
is derived from Baxtdar - ,,lucky, happy“ (comp. Baxtadata - ,given by fate, mercy of fate” - baxta
- fate” + data - ,given”) (comp. Persian-Arabic Baxtyar and Armenian: Pujuwnwp Bakhtar):
Andronikashvili M., Ibid. pp. 183, 184, 194, 198, 449; Gvakharia Al. Georgian versions of Persian
folklore. Bakhtar Name, Tb., 1968, p. 21.

$ Bagrationi Teimuraz. Dictionary book... p. 94.

 Makalatia S. Ibid. p. 113; ApmkeBanuaze 1. BoeHHo-rpy3uHCKast gopora. p. 233.

10 Ttonishvili V. Ibid, p. 146.
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of Dariali“!. According to V.Itonishvili, ,Mokheves embrace the territory of Bakhtri
from Dariali bridge to Savari water*?. In particular, Vakhushti points that ,Bakhtari®
is the territory where the settlement of Kings is located, and from this territory the
Georgian Kings sent troops in military expeditions to Ossetia®. As the researcher
notes, according to the narrators, there was a neutral zone on the Georgian-Osset-
ian border, approximately at a distance of 10 km.* According to the Mokheves, the
Georgian royal flag that was erected on the border was called ,Bairakhtari®, the short
form of which is ,Bakhtari / Bakhtri®>. Proceeding from the function of ,,St. Givargi
of Bakhtri®, V. Itonishvili considered that Bakhtari was a military checkpoint of the
Georgian border guards. ,,St. Givargi was considered the patron Deity of the army,
analogous to the Lashari shrine in Pshavi. Therefore, people allotted to this Deity
the area which was a significant strategic point for accomplishing the military oper-
ations“®.

There was a clash with the oncoming enemy from the north. At the same time,
for avoiding their attacks, the kings of Kartli had to make an assault to the northern
direction, which was always accompanied by battles/combats between the oppos-
ing warriors. In this regard, Juansher’s note onVakhtang Gorgasal’s expedition to
Ossetia, when the king ,passed through the Gates of Darialani“ and entered Ossetia
(»Valley of Ossetia®) deserves attention. Vakhushti Bagrationi also mentions that the

! Sujashvili N., Pitskhelauri I. Mokhevian Dictionary. Tb., 2005, p. 41 (in Georg.).

? The Savari water itself is considered to be a distorted form of ,border water”, where (near the
Saniba Gorge, near the present-day Chim) there was the Georgian-Ossetian border: Itonishvili V.
Ibid, p. 147.

3 Ibid, p. 146.

*Ibid, p. 145.

> Comp. ,Bairakhtari” (Bairaghdar) - ,Mebairaghe, Medroshe, a flag, banner bearer”. However, the
word may also be related to ,,Baktari / Bektari“ - armor, chain shirt and other items in combats*:
Georgian versions of Shah Name i.e. the Book of Kings III, published by Davit Kobidze. Tb.,
1974, pp. 624-625 (in Georg.).

¢ In the shrines of the gorge and in the Mokhevian blessing, St. George of Bakhtri is also mentioned
as the ,patron saint of travelers“. Bogomolov’s article states that ,the Dariali or Darialan gorge,
which starts from Jvari pass or Kobi and goes to Vladikavkaz, is called“ Arvi-komad“ (the
Heavenly gorge) by the Ossetians, and in Persian means“ Gates of Heroes“: KaBka3z, 1850, Ne
11, p. 11. If we consider that in ,Alan“ V. Abaev means ,Kochaghi“/ ,brave man®, ,hero®: AGaes
B. 1. HcTOpUKO-3TUMOIOTHYECKUN CIOBaph OCETHHCKOTo si3bika. I, M-JI., 1958, p. 45, then
there may be some link with this name. Ibn Rusta mentions that the king of the Alans is referred
to as ,Bagair“: CMOMIIK. 1903, B. 32, p. 51. According to Mz. Andronikashvili, Khevsurian
»Baghatera and Batira® are derived from the modern Ossetian Baegatyr (brave, hero, Goliath):
Andronikashvili Mz. Ibid, p. 135. It is also possible that the huge granite boulders brought by
Devdarak in the Dariali gorge in ancient times gave the impression of being called the ,Gates of
Heroes“ or the Gates of Giants“ in the same way as ,,Curved by heroes“ and , A trace of Hero’s
knee“. The mentioned can be supported by the toponymic names - ,Didzov* and ,Didghorghi®,
preserved in the Dariali Gorge: Itonishvilii V. Ibid, p. 146.
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king ,passed Dariela“!, the old Armenian translation of ,Life of Kartli“ corroborates
the same: ,He went ahead and passed through the Gates of Dariala®, and entered
the valley of Ossetia®. But before entering Ossetia, the king had to fight against
the attacking Ossetians and also Khazars, who came to their aid to the cliffy and
rocky Gorge of Tereki. e.Dariali — ,,and they separated from each other, and defended
the roads to the cliffs“. For seven days ,the giants were struggling with each other
over the river“®. Vakhtang killed the giants — ,,the Khazar” Tarkhan and the Ossetian
Bakhatar, who are described as Goliaths and heroes®. The Dariali Gates was captured
by the king himself and from there the fighting was shifted to the Ossetian territory.
The king released his sister, and sent her back to Kartli ,through Dariali Gorge®S.
In connection with this fact, according to one of the insertions of , Life of Kartli*’,
Vakhtang Gorgasali ,subordinated the Ovses and built high tower, and set Mtiuls/
Mokhevians as guards®. None of the noble relatives of Ossetians and Kipchaks could
pass through the Gates without an order of the Georgian King®. The fact, that Kip-
chaks of the Turkish origin were mentioned in the insertion, proves the lateness of
the text which could not happen in the time of Vakhtang Gorgasali. ,Karni Ovsetian®
indicates that entering of the Ossetians into the Kingdom of Kartli, as well as getting
back to Ossetia occurred through the Dariali Gorge. Nowhere is indicated that the
Dariali Gorge and the Gates (,,Aragvi Gates®), in this case called as ,Dariani“, were
located on the territory of Ossetia. This information suggests that before Vakhtang
Gorgasali fortified the (already existing) Gates to Ossetia, it was already called the
»Aragvi“ and ,Dariali“ Gates.

In the ,Torture of Abo Tfileli“, byloaneSabanisdze, it is mentioned that Ners-
esEristavi, who was going to Khazaret, ,passed through the Gates of Ossetia, which
is called Darialan“!®. The text published by Sabinin says: ,,which is called Dariel“!'.

! Vakhushti. Ibid, p. 102.

2 Comp. In the lists — Daralia: Old Armenian translation of Life of Kartli, published by Ilia Abuladze.
Tb., 1953, p. 147.

3 Ibid.

# Juansher. Life of Vakhtang Gorgasal.,. p. 151.

5 1bid, p. 152-153.

¢ In this case, Juansher and the old Armenian translation of ,, The Life of Kartli“ name ,Darial /
Dariala®“: Ibid, p. 157; Old Armenian translation of Life of Kartli... p. 151.

7 From the lists of ,Life of Kartli“ by Teimuraz and those kept at the Kutaisi Historical Museum.

$In ,Nearby Mteulni” S. Makalatia meant the Mokhevesia: Makalatia S. Ibid, p. 38.

? Juansher, Ibid, p. 156.

1"Kekelidze K. Early Feudal Georgian Literature. Tb., 1935, p. 64 (in Georg.); Chrestomathy of Old
Georgian Literature. I, compiled by Sol. Kubaneishvili, Tb., 1946, p. 61 (in Georg.); Monuments
of Old Georgian Hagiographic Literature. I, Tb. 1963, p. 58 (in Georg.).

" Paradise of Georgia. Full description of the saints of Georgia and their deeds. Compiled
chronologically and published by Gobron (Mikhail) Sabinin, candidate for the St. Petersburg
Theological Academy. Pb., 1882, p. 339 (in Georg.).
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Scholars believe that the ,torture of Abo Tbileli“ is presented by lists dated back to
the 9th-10thcenturies'. The forms ,Darial®, ,Darilan®, ,Darian“ arepreserved in the
lists, which, as compared to Daryalan, K. Kekelidze referred to as options with me-
chanical errors®. The text of ,Conversion of Kartli“, the list of which is dated to the
same period (Shatberd’s collection —10" cent.), does not mention ,Darial / Darialan®
regarding the ,Gates of Ovsetians®, which was fortified by the Persians?.

Logically, ,,he built the Gates of Ossetia“; ,,Passed through the Gates of Ossetia“,
mean that the crossings of the Caucasus that led to Ossetia were fortified and the
passage to Ossetia was made, as an extreme checkpoint at the northern border of the
Kartlian Kingdom?®.

The introduction of the Kipchaks through this way really took place during the
reign of David the Builder, when the king, before leading the Kipchaks to Georgia,
»opened the fortressesofDariala and all the Gates of Ossetia and the Caucasus Moun-
tain and paved the way of peace for the Kipchaks"®. Vakhushti Bagrationi mentions
also that the king occupied the ,Gates of Dariel“®. For this purpose, David the Builder
had to build and fortify strategic fortresses not only in the Dariali gorge, but also in
all the Gatesways to the Ossetia and the North Caucasus’.

Interpreting Dariali ,as Dari + Alan“ (Persian: Dari Allan / Alan Gates) i.e. the
»Ossetian Gates® should have occurred relatively lately®. V. Goiladze connects en-

! Monuments of Old Georgian Hagiographic Literature. I, p. 6.

2 Kekelidze K. Early Feudal Georgian Literature. pp. 12, 13, 86.

3 Monuments of Old......p. 94.

* There are many facts in , The Life of Kartli“, which confirm that Darial / Darialani in different
periods of time was in the hands of the kings of Georgia (Kartli). For example, according to the
chronicler, the Khan of Golden Horde, asked David the son of Lasha for the ,way to Dariela”,
even the [lkhanate feared that the king would not give ,the way to Daryalan®: Vakhushti... p, 220;
Life of Kartli. I, Tb., 1959, p. 245; During the battle against Temur-Leng, George VII ,brought
through Darieli great number of Ovses and the Caucasians“: Vakhushti... p. 269.

5 Historian of David the Builder. Life of King David. Life of Kartli, I, text established according to
all major manuscripts by S. Kaukhchishvili, Tb., 1955, p. 336 (in Georg.).

¢ Vakhushti... p. 159.

7N. Berdzenishvili expresses a different opinion regarding this fact: ,David’s activity to take control
of the Gates of Dariali - was not an act of defense against the invasion of nomads coming from the
north, but a targeted measure to gain the influence over thepeoples of the Caucasus Mountains and the
Transcaucasus®: Berdzenishvili N. Roads in Rustaveli Epoch Georgia. Tb., 1966, p. 56 (in Georg.).
S. Makalatia does not rule out that part of the Kivchaks, introduced through the Dariali gorge, were
settledin Khevi by the king, possibly to protect the northern frontier: Makalatia S... p. 40.

8 M. Andronikashvili considers the ,Gates of Ossetia“, mentioned in the , Torture of Abo Tfileli“,
as the gloss of ,Darialani“: Andronikashvili M. Names of Iranian Tribal Place in Old Georgian
Historical Works. Proceedings of the Institute of Linguistics, Oriental Languages Series, I, Tb,
1954, pp. 20-21 (in Georg.); Andronikashvili M. Essays on Iranian-Georgian Linguistic Relations.
I, Tb., 1966, p. 49 (in Georg.); Andronikashvili M. Names of Iranian Tribal Place in Old Georgian
Historical Works, pp. 20-21; Andronikashvili M. Essays on Iranian-Georgian Linguistic
Relations. I, p. 49.
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tering ,Darial“ as a name of the ,Alan Gates® with the Sassanid period, due to the
appearance of the Alans and their advancing in the Sarmatian world'. He considers
the ethnic name ,,Alan” to be the name of general meaning, similar to ,Scythian“ and
»Sarmatian“?. J. Gvasalia considers that interpretation of ,Alanta Kari“ as the Alans’
Gates should have occurred in the later period. According to him the ancient name
of the Caucasian Gates is the ,,Aragvi Gates“®. Mz. Andronikashvili noted that such
names of Persian origin as ,Darialani, Darubandi, Adarbadagani“ etc. due to their
form, suggest that they were introduced in the epoch of Sassanid“‘. The researcher
cites from the Georgian sources the forms of Darial/Darialan They are: ,Dar-ialan,
Daralan, Dariala, Dariealo, Dariel, Darialam®. She believed that the origin of these
forms is ,Dari Alan and Dariel from the Georgian folk. The other forms of Darialani
must be the result of transcriber negligence™.

The Arabic ,Bab-al-Lan®, which is interpreted as the ,Fortress of the Alans® cor-
responds to the Persian ,Dar-i-Alan“. According to Ibn Rust, after a 10-day journey
from the Alan kingdom, passing the river valley, they could reach a fortress on the
top of a mountain, surrounded by mountains, below which the road led. The walls of
the fortress were guarded by 1000 native men day and night®. According to Masood,
»Alan Fortress” is located between the Alan Kingdom and the Caucasus ridge, over a
huge river with a bridge. Masood emphasizes that the troops there were responsible
for defending the road coming from the Caucasus from the Alans. The Fortress dom-
inated this road. The castle was built on a rock and there was no way to take it. It was
also impossible to travel on the road without the permission of the present guards’.

! Goiladze V. Ossetian ancestors 7" c¢. BC - 15™ ¢c. A.D. Tb., 2018, p. 78 (in Georg.); In Georgian
historiography, some scholars accept that ,Alan Gates® (exit) is referred to in the inscription of
»Zoroastrian Kaaba“ Shapur. However, as rightly remarked by T. Kaukhchishvili, ,,One Place of
Inscription (‘I’'nnTR”) turned out to be controversial among scholars: some interpreted it as the
»AlanGates“, others as ,Aran“ i. e. ,the Albanian Gates” - i. e. In one case Darial, in the other
Derbent”: Qaukhchishvili T... p. 260. For more on this issue, see: Tsereteli G. Shapur inscription
‘I’'nn TR’. Thilisi State University, Anniversary collection dedicated to the 80" anniversary
of G. Akhvlediani’s birth, Tb., 1969, pp. 327-329 (in Georg.); Jlykonun B. I JlpeBHuii u
panHecpenHesekoBblil Mpan. M., 1987, p. 220; ®paii P. Hacnenue Upana. M., 2002, p. 291. V.
Goiladze considers it the ,,Albanian Gates".

2 Goiladze V. Ibid, p. 61.

* Gvasalia J. Aragvi Gates (Darialani). Searches from the History of Georgia and the Caucasus, Tb.,
1976, p. 144 (in Georg.); Gvasalia J. For the history of the Georgian military road. Matsne, 1972,
Ne2, p. 30 (in Georg.).

* Andronikashvili M. Names of Iranian Tribal Place in Old Georgian Historical Works. Proceedings
of the Institute of Linguistics, Oriental Languages Series, I, Tb., 1954, p. 41 (in Georg.).

5 Tbid, p. 20-21.

¢ CMOMIIK. 1903, B. 32, p. 51.

"Yaqut’s information about Georgia and the Caucasus. Part I, Arabic text with Georgian translation
and introduction was published by Eter Sikharulidze, Tb., 1964, pp. 21, 81.
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Yakut refers to Bab al-Lan as one of the ,wonders of the world“'. The data of the Ar-
abic source are completely in line with the references of the above-mentioned writers
of antiquity, who refer to Darialan as the ,Gates of the Caucasus®. The Arab conquer-
ors paid considerable attention to this exit. ,The Darieli Gates” was conquered by
The Deaf Murvan, Bugha Turk brought in the Ossetians through ,Darialani® settling
them in Dmanisi*.

Movses Khorenatsi does not mention the Alan fortress, when he tells a story of
the Prince Zareh’s captivity; the Georgians put him in a ,Fortress on the Caucasus
Mountains“. Leonti Mroveli calls this fortress ,,the fortress of Darialani“, Vakhushti
Bagrationi — ,Dariela“, and ,the old Armenian translation of ,the life of Kartli“ Da-
lara*. But at one place, when Moses Khorenatsi, is speaking about St.Nino, he notes
that ,she preached [the gospel] from Klarjeti to the Alan and the Caspian Gates“®. He
indicates that both the fortress and the Gates are in the hands of the kings of Kartli.
According to the Armenian geographer, ,AlanatsDur® — ,, The Gates of Alans“ (exit)
is indicated on the territory of Tsanars®.

The ,Gates of Dariela“ and ,Dariela” are mentioned in both texts of the old
Georgian translations of ,Life of the Orbelians” by St. Orbeliani (the Armenian text
nnipurwphwiwy ,Durn Darialai®)’. The historian obtains a very important infor-
mation that the Alan Gates earlier was called ,Dariali“, and in his time it was already
called the ,Jasani Gorge“. According to the historian, the Khazars, Alans, Ossetians,
Kipchaks® and the troopsof Berka’s descendants from the northern Ulus used to pen-
etrate by this way®. If we rely on the statement of Stefano Orbeliani, ,Dariali“ was an
older name for , The Alans Gates“, which is also supported by the data of the Geor-
gian sources, and the various forms of ,Daril / Dariel / Darial“ cannot be assumed
only as distorted forms of ,Darialan®.

Guldenstedt, who also considers Khevito be a Georgian community, refers to Dar-
iali as Dariella, noting that opposite the old Dariali Fortress there are the Galenitev-

"CMOMIIK. 1908, B. 38, p. 53.

2 Juansher..., Ibid, p. 234; Life of Kartli. I, p. 256-257.

3 Movses Khorenatsi. History of Armenia. Translated from Old Armenian, Introduction and Notes
by Alexander Abdaladze, Tb., 1984, p. 140

* Leonti Mroveli... p. 49; Vakhushti... p. 65; Old Armenian translation of the Life of Kartli. p. 53.

> Movses Khorenatsi... p. 172; Comp. Movses Khorenatsi refers to the pass as ,Daranal in the
Euphrates Valley, presumably as a passage: Movses Khorenatsi... p. 211.

¢ Apmsiackast reorpadus VII Beka (mpumnuceiBaBiiasics Moucero Xoperckomy). Teker u repe-Boj ¢
NPHCOBOKYTIIIEHHEM KapT U 00bscHUTeNbHbIX Mpumedannit usnan K. I1. ITatka—Hos. CIIb., 1877,
p- 37.

70ld Georgian translations of Stefanoz Orbeliani ,Life of the Orbelians”. Georgian-Armenian texts
were prepared for publication, introduction andindexes were attached to by E. Tsagareishvili, Tb.,
1978, p. 27, 116.

$ Victopust MOHTOIIOB 110 apMSIHCKHM HCTOYHKKAM. I, iepeBos u obsicienus K. [Tarkanosa, CIIB.,
1873, p. 62.
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einlets!. He also calls Dariel the ,Gates of Aragvi“?. Paul Tsitsianov himself refers to
Dariel as the ,,Gates of the Caucasus®.

It has been shown that Vakhushti Batonishvili, the old Armenian translation of the
wLife of Kartli“, and other Georgian sources mainly mention Darial / Dariela (Road
and Gates). In addition to ,Darial / Darialani®, in the lists of ,, The Life of Kartli“ Dar-
iali is referred to as ,Darula / Darala / Dariaclo®; ,Da: Rghala / Darghalas / Darghala-
si / Darghalisa / Darghalisasa®; ,,Darganisi / Darganisa“; ,Darlanisa / Daralanissa“;
,Darianisasa”. According to the research of R.Kiknadze, Farsadan Gorgijanisdze
applied two different lists of ,, The Life of Kartli“, where Dariali is mentioned in the
form of ,Daralam“. Georgians and Mongols had to protect ,the Gates of Daralam
and the roadsofDvaleti and Ossetia“ from the Ossetianspontaneous intrusions*. Here,
yDaralami® (Darial / Darialani) is not referred to as the Gates of Ovses®.

The above-mentioned forms of ,Dariali“ cannot be discussed as distorted forms
of ,Dari + Alan“ (Alan Gates), which was established mainly in the Eastern sources.
The river forming the mentioned gorge was called ,Dariealo” or ,,Aragvi®, before
the Alans appeared in the Caucasus which is recorded in ,The Life of Kartli“. The
»Aragvi Gates“ and the ,Dariali Gates® points to the Gates leading into the Gorge,
from where one could pass out and enter. According to Dictionary of Caucasian Lan-
guages, the Tushetian equivalent of the word , Enter” is Dolar’. The Chechen equiv-
alent of ,Exit” is Dalar, and of ,,Lead out” is Daladar®. In the modern Ingush, ,exit"
corresponds to Chahkdalar, Yehvalar, dlavahar. And in the modern Chechen ,exit” is
Chekhkdalar, transition — Dala, passage — Dalar, attack — , Tielakhtare dalar®’, pas-
sage ,in both languages — is Dehyadala. As we can see, the ,,Dalar® segment figures
in Vainakh languages to denominate the words ,passage” / ,exit”, and related to them
words. It cannot be ruled out that ,Dalar / Dalara / Darala / Darula“, mentioned in
the old Armenian translation of ,, The Life of Kartli“, and in some of the lists, should
benot a distorted form of Darialan, but a concrete name of the exit, survived in the lan-
guages of the Vainakh people (comp. ,Durdzuks®) which semantically corresponds
to the name of the narrow and rocky Gates-exit of Dariali i.e. TerekGorge,having the
strategic importance.

Due to the function of the strategically important exit (Gates), the information

" Gamrekeli V. Map of Georgia of 1772. Tb., 1964, pp. 32, 88 (in Georg.).

2 Guldenstedt’s trip to Georgia. G. Gelashvili Edition, I, Tb., 1962, II, Tb., 1969. p. 189.

3 AxTsl, cobpannble KaBkasckoil apxeorpaduueckoii komuccueil. T. 2, KaBkas u 3akaBkasbe 3a
BpeMs ynpasieHus reHepaya ot uHdanrtepuu, kua3s [TaBna Jmurpuesuya [{unmanosa, 1802-
1806, ox pen. An. bepxe, T, 1868, p. 224.

* Chronograph. Centennial Chronicle, Revaz Kiknadze edition, Tb., 1987, p. 230 (in Georg.).

5 Xanunos M. II1., KimumoB A. T. CrioBapb KaBKa3CKHX 53b1KOB. COMOCTaBICHHE OCHOBHOM JIEKCH-
kn., M., 2003, p. 128.

¢ Ibid, p. 167.

7 Tsotsanidze G. Dictionary of Tushetian dialect. Tb., 2012, p. 85 (in Georg.).
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provided by the Georgian languages and some of its dialects, semantically isvery-
interesting. ,Dariel”, in the Tush dialect, means observation ,secrete surveillance®,
,Udariella-“ or ,ambushed”'. In the Kartlian dialect, ,Daril“ means stalking, surveil-
lance, guarding, ,tracking from the cover*? In the Kakhetian dialect, ,Dadarialeba®
means guarding, ,being on the watch®, ambushing?, also, in the Kizik dialect, ,,Dari-
cloba“ means guarding (comp. Idariele / Udariele)’. In this regard, observation of
the researcher M. Chukhua is highly important, who restores the root ,Dar® — on the
common Georgian level: The Svan Dar- / DR-, Kh-e-dr-al bz., Kh-e-dr-al (os-dar-
al) bk., Kh-e-dar-al Int. ,watches; watches over*’. He considers in the Zan Doris the
equivalent, ,E-Dor-ia“ the right time®, The Chan He-m-in-dor-as ,at this time®. The
researcher adds that due to the meaning the Svan Dar is closer to the GeorgianDaril,
Dadarileba, and the Zanuri roots show a close connection with the Georgian Dar- /
time“®.

Thus, Daril / Dariel and its derivation / Darialoba ,existing in the Georgian dia-
lects, are derived from the common Kartvelian root — ,Dar*.

Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani has preserved one interesting word — ,,dadarneba“’ (dard-
arnebuli), which is explained as ,Busunsjdoma®, and ,Busun*® itself is defined as
»The enemy watches you where you do not expect” or ,extends the fight*. The
word ,Darani” is also interesting. In the mountain and lowland dialects of Georgia, it
means a secret hole, a castle basement, a castle for captives, a hiding place in times
of fear, or something dug up. Its corresponding word in the Gurian dialect is ,Darna /
Darne®, a pit or elonGatesd excavated land'’. Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani defines it as ,an
entrance into a rock i.e. under the ground® or ,the earth and the rock dug invisibly“!'.
Daran (Daran) also means ,hiding place” in Armenian (comp.Sadarno), Daranakal —
ambush'2. Among the forms of ,,Dariali“, mentioned in the lists of ,, The Life of Kartli“

! Ibid.

2 Glossary of Georgian Dialect-idiolectal words, compiled by Al. Glonti, Tb., 1984, pp. 184-185
(in Georg.).

3 Ibid, p. 170.

* Menteshashvili St. Dictionary Kizik dialect. Tb., 1943, p. 53 (in Georg.).

% Chukhua M. Comparative Dictionary of Kartvelian Language-Idioms. Tb., 2003, p. 91 (in Georg.).

¢ Ibid.

7 Comp. ,Darineba“: Sulkhan-Saba... p. 199. Comp. In Old Armenian — Uwnwlk] h nupudb,
nupuwbwunin hk], hpupwih puwlk) — dadareba/ to enter the ambush, to enter the ambush,
to live in the ambush - to lie down — Abuladze I. Old Georgian, Old Armenian Dictionary. Tb.,
2014, p. 217.

8 Comp. In the Imereti dialect - ,Busun-iChumiKhma/low voice, Chami-Chumi*“/tiny voice/not a
sound: Glossary of Georgian Dialect-idiolectal words, compiled by Al. Glonti. Tb., 1984, p. 95.

? Sulkhan-Saba... pp. 123, 186.

10 Glossary of Georgian Dialect-idiolectal words, compiled by Al. Glonti, Tb., 1984, pp. 183-185.

' Sulkhan-Saba... p. 97.

12 Melikset-Beg L. Armenian-Georgian Dictionary. Edited by Merab Robakidze, Tb., 1996, p. 86;

223



we find interesting ,Darghala® (comp. ,Darganisa / Darganisasa“), which according
to Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani’s interpretation means — ,abuilt Daran®'.

The explanatory dictionary of the old Georgian language, defines ,Dadarneba“ as
»hiding®, ,gazing®, ,living in a shelter” — ,,Daidarna/Hid in the Gorge“; ,,Hid from
them*; ,Look at the back side of the city“. ,Dadar (a) nebuli® or ,Gazing“ and ,,am-
bushing” (,dardarnebi/Gazing wererisenquickly from their place“?; It corresponds
to ,Edarna®, which is defined bySulkhan-Saba Orbelianias ,seating at Sadarno“ or
,been inDarana“. According to the researcher, ,Sadarno” is the sameas sabusno®.
»Sadarano / Sadarne / Sadarno“ are defined in the Explanatory Dictionary of the Old
Georgian Language as ,Samziri“-gazing and ,,Samstro / Samstoro / Samsturo / Sam-
stovro“ and is derived from ,Darani as a Sazveravi (,come to lookout/Sadaran®/ ,go
to observation point/Samzira® / ,came to Samstoroof the desert“)’. It is associated
with ,stunva/stuanva® — surveillance / stalking®.

According to Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani, ,the gaze is the burial of the heartbeat,
which is Daril“, and ,Daril is the wrath of the seeker for someone’s suffering®’. In
this case, Daril, which is associated with malicious intent, is also associated with
ambush®. According to N. Chubinashvili, ,Darili“ (vudarileb) is a gaze or search of
time®. ,Darili, Dadarileba®“ (vudarileb) also according to D.Chubunashvili, means: I
am pushing, I will select time, I am looking for time“!°,

The afore mentioned is also confirmed by the vocabulary of the Georgian dialects.
In the Kartlian dialect, ,Udarila / Udarilebi / Udarileben® means: ,found a moment,

Abuladze 1. Old Georgian, Old Armenian Dictionary. p. 217.

! Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani, Dictionary Georgian, I, Tb., 1993, p. 199.

2 Abuladze I. Dictionary Old Georgian Language. Tb., 2014, p. 217.

3 Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani. Dictionary Georgian. I, p. 230.

* Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani. Dictionary Georgian. II, p. 25.

5 Abuladze I. Dictionary Old Georgian Language. pp. 354, 364.

¢ In the dialects of the Georgian language we have interesting material about ,Mzir". One of its
meaning is observer, overseer and spy in the Mokhevian and Tush dialects and due to other
meaning in the Tushetian dialect it means army, and in Khevsurian it means ,,people who went for
blood revenge or loot”: Glossary of Georgian Dialect-idiolectal words, compiled by Al. Glonti. p.
361. Abuladze 1. Dictionary Old Georgian Language... p. 103.

7 Comp. ,Darili / Dadarileba / Mzera/gaze“: Sulkhan-Saba... I, pp. 186, 199; ,Mziri“ — an agent
or a spy, ,Imzira — Mziroba qo“ ,Samzirali“ - the place of watching”, ,Umzirda / Umzerda - was
looking for to kill“): Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani... I, pp. 177, 473. Comp. Darili in the Khevsurian
dialect - ,,Betrayal, treachery“: Shanidze A. Georgian Dialects in the Mountains. Essays in Twelve
Volumes, vol. I, Tb., p. 311.

8 Comp. ,Rial” - ,evil saying“/ ,evil intention“: Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani... II, p. 10, comp. In Chechen
—Dardala/Dardan- anger, rage: Pareulidze R. Chechen-Georgian Dictionary. Tb., 2003, p. 68.

° ChubinashviliN. Georgian Dictionary 1812-1825, modern version, published by TamazMchedlidze.
Tb., 2010, p. 142.

10 Georgian-Russian Dictionary redesigned by David Chubinov, I'py3uno-Pyccuii ciosaps. CIIb.,
1887, p. 403.
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found time“, ,;seeks time to catch its evil®, is being watched, guarded, find time'. This
word is impressively considered by G. Shatberashvili, who notes that ,Darili“ was
not just mere surveillance, ambush, watching, ,Darili“ is rage covered stealthily in
the heart, indignation, pursuit of the right time for fulfillment of intent"?.

Thus, based on the material discussed above, it can be assumed that ,,Darial / Dari-
el appears as the name of the North Strategic Gates-Exit, which, proceeding from
the function of the Gates, also semantically, includes the meaning of ambushing,
reconnaissance and surveillance. Such understanding does not prevent its naming,
also due to the tribal names, which is reflected even in ancient and Oriental sources.

! Glossary of Georgian Dialect... 1984, p. 184.

? Teimuraz Batonishvili made the first attempt to explain the geographical name ,Dariali” with this
word, which is not shared, although it is considered careful: Shatberashvili G. Sample of splendid
Georgian. Essays in 4 volumes, 4, Tb., 1975, p. 438. In the book edited by S. Qubaneishvili,
»Teimuraz Bagrationi’s letters to Acad. M. Brosset“ did not include some of the explanations
which Teimuraz Bagrationi sent to Brosset, but are preserved in the archives of the St. Petersburg
Institute of Oriental Studies, such as ,Dariala, the definition of Dariala’s Gates for cognition®:
Literary Georgia. 1964, N45. This letter is indicated by E91 (E156) in the description of the
Georgian manuscripts of the mentioned archive. According to the description, the issue concerns
the short history of the place, the analysis of the name based on the data of Georgian sources. The
paper must have been written in late 1838 in St. Petersburg: Op6emm P. P. I'py3nnckne pyxomnucn
uHctuTyTa BoctokoBenenust AH CCCP. M-J1., 1956, pp. 42-43. Unfortunately, we do not have
access to this document, which would have enriched and added more information to the etymology
of ,Darial-Daryalan®.
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EXPEDITION OF VAKHTANG I GORGASALI TO
THE NORTH CAUCASUS

Gaga Shurgaia
Italy

The King of Kartli, Vakhtang I Gorgasali ( 450-502), is one of the outstanding
political and military figures in the history of the Caucasus in the second half of the
Sth century. This is how Vakhtang’s personality is presented in historical sources
reflecting his reign. Despite the fact that for more than 150 years a number of impor-
tant works in Georgia and abroad have been devoted to him, little is known about his
life and activities, including some of his travels in the North Caucasus. This paper
presents in detail the main results of our research in this area. It is impossible that
the invasion of countless Ossetian armies into Kartli, described by Juansher, dur-
ing which they ,came and captured Kartli from the head of the Mt’k’vari down to
Khunani; they ravaged the valleys but ignored the fortress towns, with the exception
of K’asp’i. They captured K’asp’i and devastated it is a reflection of the 8th frag-
ment of the ,History of the Goths® by the Byzantine historian and politician of the
5th century Priscus of Panium (c. 410/20 — 472 AD) about the campaign of members
of the Scythian royal family Basikh and Kursikh in Media, that is, in the Caucasus,
in Northern Azerbaijan.

Our article substantiates that Jansher’s information about the invasion of Osset-
ians in Kartli could overlap with the movement of the Huns from the North Cauca-
sus in 460, which is reflected in the ,History of Vardan and the ArmenianWar® by
the 7th-century Armenian historian Yeghishe, which says that in order to punish the
rebellious king of Alvans, the Persians ,opened the gates of the Alans, gathered an
innumerable army of the Huns, fought with the king of Alvans for a year® and de-
stroyed his army.

The article shares and reinforces the hypothesis expressed in the scientific litera-
ture that the battle of Vakhtang in the North Caucasus should date back to 466 and is a
response to the Saragur raids on the Transcaucasians, during which, according to the
37th fragment by Priscus of Panium, they raided Iberia after attacking the Akathirs
and other tribes.

In response to the attack of the Persians (the then protector of Kartli), Vakhtang,
who was sent to Kartli on a special mission by Shah Peroz (459-484), invaded the
North Caucasus with the Persian troops in the same year and after four months of
fighting, won and took advantage of their success.

First of all, he gave a proper answer to the Huns, who were transferred to the
Caucasus by the Persians six years before, to punish the king of Albania, who al-
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so invaded Kartli and kidnapped the king’s sister Mirandukht. The most important
thing is that Vakhtang did not give the Dariali gorge to the Persians, but captured it
for himself: he restored the fortress built by his predecessor Mirian I, and placed his
garrison inside, thereby preparing the ground for the end of the Sassanid rule in the
Caucasus. By this, he prevented the Persians from gaining control over one of the
main gorges, which ran from the north to the South Caucasus and strengthened the
rear, from where they could mobilize the allied North Caucasian tribes to participate
in the struggle against the Persians.
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NORTHERN GATE OF GEORGIA - DARIALI / DARIALANI

Merab Chukhua
Georgia

Dariali Gorge is vital for Georgia. So it was in the historical past, and so it is
today. The threat posed to the country by the Russian Empire is real, and conse-
quently, the Russian propaganda and pseudoscientific approaches in this direction
are being intensified. They attack the northern gates of Georgia — Dariali and the
Dariali Gorge. Since Darial in relation to our homeland strategically has had no
alternative from time immemorial, it is time to shed light on the historical situation,
put an end to speculation on this or that painful issue and give way to reasonable
scientific discussions in order to find out the true history of the relationship and or-
igins of the terms Dariali / Darialani which will be confirmed by reliable scientific
arguments.

As for the historical province of Georgia — Khevi, the region in which the Dariali
Gorge is located is historically known as Khevi'!, which must be related to the situa-
tion of the 530s-540s and is referred to as ,, Tsanaretiskhevi®:

»David did not end his reign in Kartli, the Persians became stronger and conquered
Ereti and Armenia, and Kartli was mostly conquered and the Caucasians entered and
took the Gates of Ossetia, and one in Parchuan of Durdzuketi, and he was appointed
guardian of Mtiuls. And another man was appointed prince in Tsanaretiskhevi and
they obeyed him“2.

Until the 12 century, in addition to tsanarebi, there was a general term in circula-
tion for Georgian mountaineers — old Georgian Mteuli, from which in the following
period its phonetic variant Mtiuli was developed and to this day it refers only to mod-
ern Mtiuls. and the derived from the name Khevi Mokheve (lit. residents of Khevi)
was first attested in the Tamar era; In the Life of Kartli it is said that Tamar addressed:
»to all Mteuls: Dvals, Tskhrazmels, Mokheves, Khadels...“> The more archaic (ini-
tial) form of Mokheve was preserved in the Mokhevian dialect itself as a variant of
Makheve. From the very beginning, the population of the gorge was economically
connected with the Georgian Military Road that passes along the Dariali Gorge. It has
always been a corridor to the north for the country.

' ,Conversion of Kartli“. Old Georgian text. Georgian parallel translation (translated by N.
Nikolozishvili), Georgian hagiographic monuments in 3 volumes (ed. L. Abashidze), vol. 1, Tb.,
2008 (in Georg.).

?Monuments of Ancient Georgian Hagiographic Literature. I (5th-10th cc.), prepared for publication
by Il. Abuladze, N. Atanelishvili, N. Goguadze, L. Kajaia, Ts. Kurtsikidze, Ts. Chankiev and Ts.
Jghamaia, under the direction and editing of Ilia Abuladze, Tb., 1963, pp. 94-95 (in Georg.).

* Life of Kartli. I, Edited by R. Metreveli, Tb., 2008, p. 478 (in Georg.).
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At this stage, we are interested in the onomastics of the Dariali Gorge — toponyms
and hydronyms, how endemic, from a linguistic point of view, the Georgian geo-
graphical names — Dariali and Darialani are.

In the Dariali gorge, on the left bank of the Terek River on a high rocky moun-
tain, the northern and eastern slopes of which are inaccessible, and the western part
of the mountain is blocked by natural walls, there is also a monument of Georgian
architecture — Dariali Fortress. The first information (description) about Dariali is
given by the geographer and historian Strabo. In his Geography of the Kingdom of
Iberia the author says that the second route to Iberia comes from the north, where
cattlemen live. The road is very difficult due to the narrowness, because the traveler
initially has to climb a terrible and narrow ridge for three days, then he has to walk
for another four days and finally meets the inaccessible castle that protects this road'.
In Georgian reality, this northern gates, besides Dariali, has another Georgian name —
Aragui Gates. Leonti Mroveli, who describes the northern roads of Georgia, clarifies:
»There is a sea gates — Darubandi and Aragui gates, which is Darialani“* Another
word collocation is known in the old Georgian written language (Kari Ovsetisa jo-
Mo m3bgmaboa. lit. Door (gates) of Ossetia) (= Dariali). The latter is confirmed by
loane Sabanisdze in his work Abo Tbileli: Nerse the Eristav of Kartli passed Kari
Ovsetisa, which is called Darialan®. To the already known descriptive names of Dar-
iali in Georgian historiography two more words are added in the materials of Ivane
Javakhishvili; These are: the Road of Darieli (3 o0 @ofngmobse) and the Road of
Darialan (3900 @ofosmobaboa)”.

The distinctive variant  Dariela is confirmed in the geography of Vakhushti —
,Dariela, is at the top of the eastern edge of Aragvi...“* It is noteworthy that when
describing the campaigns of Vakhtang Gorgaslan, both Dariali and Dariala are men-
tioned in the same text. This refers to the part of the story where the chronicler tells us
about the arrival of Ossetians in Kartli in the 5" century; when the Ossetians crossed
the Dariali forts and attacked the local population. It is said about this in the life of
Kartli, that Gorgaslan ,passed the Dariali Gates: the entrance to Ossetia... Then the
Ossetian kings gathered their army, united with the Khazars and met them at the river
that passes Dariala, passes through the Ossetian valley and the river is also called
Aragvi, for both rivers — the Aragvi of Kartli and the Aragvi of Ossetia flow from the
same mountain“®,

' Chkonia A. Historical Essay. Tfl., 1890, p. 210 (in Georg.).

2 Life of Kartli. I, p. 32 (in Georg.).

* Old Georgian Hagiographic Lit. Monuments. L, p. 58 (in Georg.).

*Iv. Javakhishvili. Works in 12 volumes, vol. II, Tb., 1983, p. 69 (in Georg.).

> Vakhushti Batonishvili. Geography of Georgia. Published from the original manuscript of
Vakhushti Batonishvili, edited by M. C. Janashvili, Tfl., 1904, p. 98 (in Georg.).

¢ Life of Kartli, I, p. 164.
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Understanding the etymology of Dariali is an object of animal interest in terms
of determining the chronology of the historic or prehistoric settlement of the Geor-
gian-Alans. There are several views on the history of the issue, almost all of which
support only one view of Darialan’s non-Georgian origin. Original, but less convinc-
ing, is Mose Janashvili’s opinion on the etymology of Darialan. The author connect-
ed. The author connected the separated Dar segment with the Ossetian word Dargh-
long (cf. Dargh-Khokh = long mountain). And Alan — according to his observations,
is the name of the Ossetian people. Thus the author came to such a vague conclusion
— Dargh-Alan-Kari = the gate of the long Alans'.

In Georgian reality, there is practically no alternative to the well-established opin-
ion that Dariali is Alanta kari (lit. Gate of the Alans), a pass to or from the Caucasus,
an approach adopted even at the level of textbooks?. Georgian encyclopedias say: The
name Dariali comes from the Persian word Dar-i Alan (Alantakari; lit. Gate of the
Alans). The gorge was known to geographers since ancient times: Pliny called it Por-
ta Caucasicae ( Gate of the Caucasus) and Porta Hiberiae (Gate of Iberia), Ptolemy,
Sarmatikai Pulai (Gate of the Sarmatians), and the Arabs and Persians — Dar-i-alan
(Gate of the Alans).

Georgian scientific opinion did not go further than this, no one tried to explain
the geographical names widespread in Georgia according to the Georgian language.
However, the eminent ethnologist Sergi Makalatia, who thoroughly studied the life
and history of Khevi in the 1930s, referring to the opinion about the Persian origin
of Darialan, wrote: ,,the origin of this geographical name (Darialan — M. Ch.) has not
been finally clarified in historical writings“’. 1, as a representative of modern compar-
ative linguistics, agree with this approach and assessment; for my part, [ argue that
this issue requires an integrated approach and sequential linguistic analysis.

After all the phonetic variants of Darial- / Darialan have been identified and de-
scribed, to which are added the interesting Daril-, Darilan-, Darian- allomorphs from
Abo’s manuscripts (Prof. G. Arakhamia’s oral reference), we think it seems possible
to etymologize both main allomorphs on the basis of the Georgian language; but we
must take into account the practice of word production and models typical for this
region, which have produced the onomastics of the gorge through well-known topo-
formants; In particular, it turned out that in Mtskheta-Mtianeti-Khevi the root Dar is
used in three geographical names at the same time, namely: Dev-Darak-i, Darial-i
and Darialan-i. Well, in our opinion, the starting point here is Dar-, from which Dar-
ak-i, Dar-iel-i / Dar-ial-i // Dar-iel-a / Dar-il- / Dar-il-an/ Dar-ian- / dar-ial-an-i are

! Janashvili M. Foreword to Vakhushti’s Geography. Tfl., 1904, p. 98, cf. 184 (in Georg.).

2 cf. School Dictionary of Historical Terms 611 [Grades], I. Gegechkori, N. Molashvili; Ed. N.
Bardavelidze, Z. Kvintradze. Tb., 2008 (in Georg.).

* Makalatia S. Khevi. Tb., 1934, p. 36 (in Georg.).
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produced. What is Dar-? It is a well-known Georgian root, for which the main mean-
ings are crack and cover,shield. For this, we will give the definitions of Sulkhan Saba
for various words containing the root Dar,Compare: Dar-an-i ,entrance to the rock or
underground®, Dar-aba ,board for covering®, Dar-aka ,shield” (saba). In other words,
it turns out that the most problematic Darialan-i is not Alantkari, (seobom 3ofin) but
a local —an suffix form of Darial, which is a very common toposufix in the region. In
Mtskheta-Mtianeti-Khevi -an topoformant, as a rule, produces a new geographical
name from the existing name of a place — the gorge; It seems that these are: Kars-e —
Kars-an-i, Kob-i — Kob-an-i (village and river Kob-an-i, Tsin-Kob-an-i in Pasanauri
community) and finally Dar-ial-i — Dar-ial-an- (cf. Kob-i — Kob-an-i). In Georgian
sources, Karsan first appears in Conversion of Kartli in the section where the story
of the Lord’s robe is told: ,They heard the word and went to Elioz of Mtskheta and
Longinoz of Karsani(Karsneli)“ The word Karse in the dictionary of Saba is defined
as ,threshold®. Just by adding suffix -an to Kars is the word Kars-an-i formed. Well,
why? Because geographically, Karsan is located in the area near Kari, south of Ar-
maztsikhe.

Based on these data, we can safely say that Darial-i is only a specific toponym in
this gorge, and Darialan-i is equated to the Darial Gorge. As we can see, the coinci-
dence with ethnic name Alan is completely accidental, its understanding as a Gate of
Ossetians is the result of meta-analysis only and nothing else. By the way, the mo-
tivational basis of the etymology presented by us is clearly traced in the description
of the Dariali Gorge, which is given in encyclopedias. As emphasized in the special
description, the Dariali Gorge is cut at a depth of 1000 meters in the axial zone of the
Caucasus and runs along a rocky corridor in the lateral ridge. and passes through a
rocky corridor in the side ridge. Well, let’s compare this reality with Saba’s definition
of the Georgian word Darani — Dar-an-i ,entrance to a rock or under the ground” (=
Dariali gorge at a depth of 1000 meters). So, it turns out that Dar-ial-i / Dar-iel-a etc.,
is a root Dar, first, complicated by the suffix ,iel“, which [Dar-ial-i] later becomes the
base root for a new -an suffix derivation — Darial-an-i. Moreover, a regular match of
the Georgian root dar was found in Megrelian-Laz, cf. Geo. dar-ak- / dar-ab- / dar-
an-: Megr. dor-a / dor-e / dor-an-i ,crack®. In terms of derivation, as has been said,
there is one order: Kars-e — Kars-an-i, Kob-i — Kob-an-i. The latter [Kob-i] can be
represented in a more precise sense. Since Kob- is a meaningless word in Georgian,
we should look for the starting semantics for it in one of the Laz lexemes — Kumb-ur
,bulging; elevated place, or Georg. Kob-i-Kob-an-i: Zan. (Laz.) Kumb-, Kumb-ur-i.

And that our assumption is correct in the direction of clarifying the initial mean-
ing of the Georgian root ,kob*“ is well attested by the display of related Iberian-Cau-
casian languages, when the Udi word kobi, meaning a cliff is easily used as a means
of control; probably everyone will agree that due to the location of the Georgian

238



,Kobi“ there is no problem to present mountain / rock / hill as its main meaning. But
the most important thing in our case is that Kars-e — kars-an-i, kob-i — kob-an-i and
dar-yal-i — dar-yal-an-i are unmistakable examples of homogeneous word formation

uniform in Georgian onomastics.
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MOUNTAINS AND MOUNTAINEERS IN THE
GEORGIAN IDENTITY NARRATIVE

Mariam Chkhartishvili
Georgia

Problem statement

Identity narrative is a discourse that answers questions vital to the nation: Who are
we? Who were we? What is our future? What is the sense of our existence?

This narrative is created by the cultural elite of a community (we-group), based
on the collective-cultural identity: the facts of common historical experience are
identified and reinterpreted in a single context.

Through the identity narrative, people develop a sense of group solidarity.

National identity narrative covers a variety of topics. In essence, this is a narrative
about the identity of an native nation (already existing or potential). It discusses the past
of we- group, its social structure and relations between social groups, the relationship
between the regional and national identities, value system, the scheme of moral obli-
gations, cultural uniqueness (language, religion, technology), ethnic electivity , global
mission, divine providence of the nation, common destiny and future, national charac-
teristics, attitudes towards ,,others” (with ethnic minorities within the country and with
others outside the country), sacrality of the native land, etc. In short, identity narrative
includes everything that has to do with the definition of a collective ,,I* or ,,We*.

Identity narratives are studied with a particular interest in Western secondary
sources. In Georgia this is still less visited topic because the most of Georgian his-
torians essentialize the phenomenon of nation. Personally, I consider the process of
nation-building from a constructivist position; therefore, the study of the identity
narrative is a priority for me.

In my previously published studies, I have already analyzed various issues of
the Georgian identity narrative and identified the connection of each of them with
the fundamental ideals of nationalism.! In this work, I continue my research in this
direction. In particular, I will analyze a topic that can be conventionally called ,,con-
ceptualization of the national landscape®.

Territory is one of the basic markers of communities based on collective cultural
identity, therefore, the discourse about the native land occupies a completely prom-
inent place in identity narratives. The sacred landscapes assigned to the native land

' Chkhartishvili M. Georgian ethnie in the epoch of religious conversion. Tb., 2009; Chkhartish-
vili M., Mania K. Coverage of the process of the Georgian national consolidation in print media.
Georgians as readers of ,Iveria“. Tb., 2011; Chkhartishvili M. Georgian Identity Narrative by
Zviad Gamsakhurdia. Representation and commentaries. Zviad Gamsakhurdia. Politics, Science,
Literature, Tb., 2020, pp. 7-27.
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are ,sites of memory"“.! One part of them is artificially created by professionals in the
field, and the other part is of natural origin. They (as well as the efforts of specialists)
become a national symbol and are filled with a cultural sense that contributes to the
national consolidation process.

This time [ will touch on mountains and mountain landscapes as markers of the
Georgian identity.

A national identity narrative is an abstraction represented through the different
types of texts. One of them is literary fiction. I will use it as a primary source in this
research. This type of sources is the most relevant for the study of the problem

Analysis of factual data.

At first glance, surprisingly, from the first decades of the 19th century, the artistic
depiction of mountains, mountain landscapes and highlanders became relevant in
Georgian poetry and prose. Georgian writers and poets began vividly describing the
enchanting beauty of the mountains.

Georgian authors are especially attracted by mountain rivers, whose greatest ener-
gy and constant motion is an example for them. They were compared to the lowland
rivers and the former is clearly preferred. In general, mountains are more preferable
to them than lowlands. The mountain climate is healthy and living in the mountains
is better. Not only beautiful forested mountains but even sheer cliffs are better than all
the goods of the lowlands. Georgian writers express a sense of boundless attachment
to the mountains; in their creations the mountains are obviously associated with the
native land. It seems that the mountainous landscape contributes to the perfection of
mountain flora and fauna. Highlanders are distinguished by moral virtues: courage,
intelligence, loyalty, hospitality, physical agility — all these are their unconditional
characteristics; if there is a traitor among them, he is expelled from society for disre-
garding the ethical code of highlanders.

Highlanders are the bearers of the idea of Georgian community. They spare no
effort to repulse the common enemy. They support the population of the lowlands
of Georgia. They have energy, they have preserved their authentic Georgian identity.

From all this, the reader must conclude that it is the mountainous regions that will
save Georgia and ensure its bright future.

This can be illustrated by a number of examples. The limited space of the article
does not allow me to expand the list of sources and provide extensive excerpts from
them for illustration. However, the small part that will be discussed this time, I hope,
will give the reader a clear idea of the whole.

The poem , The Fate of Kartli“ (1839) by Nikoloz Baratashvili, the greatest rep-
resentative of Georgian romanticism, is very interesting in terms of conceptualizing

1 Nora P. Between Memory and History: Les Lieux de Mémoire. Representations, 1989, Ne 26,
Special Issue: Memory and Counter-Memory, pp. 7-24.
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mountains and mountain landscape. As it is known, in this poem through appro-
priate poetical images Baratashvili discusses the issue of the political orientation
of Georgians, in particular the orientation of King Erekle II towards Russia and
the problem of maintaining the Georgian identity against the background of such
changes. It is in this poem with such a purpose that there is a passage, which, in fact,
is the glorification of the Aragvi River. In terms of poetic imagery, this is one of the
strongest points in this poem. Nikoloz Baratashvili describes the mountain river and
the nature around it and links it with the national character: ,Hey, shores of Aragvi,
fluttering, bright meadows, how can the heart of a Georgian man endurewhen he
sees your beauty, wherever he goes, he will get off a horse and have a rest there,
he will let the horse graze, he himself will take a nap and after waking up, wet his
forehead with water and then he will exclaim in Georgian with admiration, at least
once, gazing at the green mountains of the blooming Aragvi gorge, and even if he is
late, he will not regret”.

Here is the apology of the mountainous landscape. It affects a person’s worldview.
Its influence is clearly positive.

If we look at the poem ,Meditations by the River Mtkvari“, written by the same
author a few years earlier, this opinion seems even more convincing: the poet on the
bank of the Mtkvari is not at all as optimistic as a Georgian depicted in the poem,
who is relieved and optimistic by the banks of the Aragvi: What means your purl, O
Mtkvari old, forebodes it joy or woe?/ You are witness true of bygone days, yet hum
in speechless flow./ But why this life of maddening strife, if all its visions fair./ Are
bubbles light, illusions bright, that burst and fade forever?/

N. Baratashvili is not the only Georgian writer in the 19th century who describes
Aragvi and gives us an idea of its being one of the symbols of Georgian identity. The
appeal of Ilia Chavchavadze and Vazha Pshavela to Aragvi is full of great intimacy:
the mountain river Aragvi is inseparable from Georgianness. Ilia mentions Aragvi in
his poem ,, The Ghost” (1859. Final edition 1872): Our Aragvi! I love you so much!
/ You are an eyewitness to the life of Georgia... / My homeland at your banks / was
flourishing at one time.

Aragvi, this inanimate essence, in the poet’s view, is alive and even more, it is a
necessary attribute of being Georgian.

Apart from Aragvi, the eyes of Georgian writers were upon the Terek River. The
Terek was again and again in their area of interest because of its being a moun-
tain river. Grigol Orbeliani begins to create the unique face of Terek in his poem
the , Twilight of farewell” (1840). The poet first depicts the Caucasus and then the
Terek: Where mountains climbing to the sky are with a freezing crown/ And rivers
throwing wave on waves with shout;/ Abysses — darkened, rocks — bigger than eye
can see,/ Where a hunter chases ibex and clouds appear under him./ Where fields,
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emerald-colored, become verdant tenderly,/ Delighted springs come running with
laughing on them;/ Terek runs, Terek howls,Rocks give bass line...’/

Grigol Orbeliani introduces only a beautiful picture of nature, whereas Ilia
Chavchavadze is looking for a purport of this picture; therefore the discourse about
the Terek, about mountains and fields, becomes an integral part of the Georgian iden-
tity narrative. I have in mind Ilia’s ,Traveller’s letters® (1861), which is one of the
main texts on Georgian nationalism. Among many other questions, Ilia here refers
to Terek to express important ideas for him:, That baleful Terek! How two-faced it
has been! See how dead it is. Whenever it turns its back to us and its face to Russia,
when it gets into the plains and the flat country somehow that daemonic, heroic voice
ceases. Is that our mad Terek at Vladikavkaz of which our poet sings: ,, Terek rushes,
Terek thunders® The rocks give back its bass“ There it is as spiritless, as dead, as if
it dwelt under the rod or had received a high official post. But perchance Terek is so
silent there because the echoing rocks are not by its sides, those rocks: , The clouds
lie black upon the rocky heights ,,And wrathfully threaten the earth with a deluge®.
But nevertheless, woe to thee, my Terek! Thou my foster brother, like some men,
wherever thou goest thou donnest the hat of the country. No sin is thy thunder, thine
awful noise, thy fury and fretting, thine eternal strife with boulders, rock and glen,
as if thy large desire could not be contained in thy narrow bed. Much is there that
is worthy of thought in thee, our unsubdued Terek, in thy victorious and obstinate
course. But here thou art drowned like a slain lion dragged along. Thou art pitiable
and thou doest sin!*

As already mentioned, the reason for admiration for the Terek is in its connection
with the mountains. The Terek River on the plain no longer excites the poet. Ilia
Chavchavadze also very diligently describes the glacier but does not approve of its
gloom, mediocrity and immobility and contrasts it with the energetic Terek. How-
ever, this energy of the Terek that it receives from the mountain and is drawn from
the heart of the rock is especially outlined: ,I went out from my room and looked
over at Mqinvari, which they call Mount Kazbek. There is something noble about
Mgqinvari. Truly can it say: the heavens are my head-dress and the earth my slippers.
It rose in the azure sky, white and serene. Not a cloud, even of the size of a man’s
hand, dimmed its lofty brow, its head silvered with frost. One solitary star of great
brilliance shone steadily, as if marvelling at Mqinvari’s noble mien. Mqinvari! Great
is it, calm and peaceful, but it is cold and white. Its appearance makes me wonder
but doesn’t move me, it chills me and does not warm me — in a word it is Mqinvari /
frozen/. Mqinvari with all its grandeur is to be admired but not to be loved. And what
do I want with its greatness. The world’s hum, the world’s whirlwind and breezes,
the world’s ill or weal makes not even a nerve in his lofty brow twitch. Although his
base stands on mother earth his head rests: in heaven; it is isolated; inaccessible. I do
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not like such height nor such isolation nor such inaccessibility. Thank God for the
desperate, mad, furious, obstinate, disobedient muddy Terek! Leaping from the black
rock’s heart he goes roaring and shouting on his way. I love Terek’s noisy murmur, its
hurried struggle, grumbling and lamentation. Terek is the image of human awakened
life...”

The association of the mountain with the whole homeland is already well seen in
Chhavchavadze’s early works. His poem ,, To Kvareli Mountains® dates back to 1857.
Here Ilia Chavchhavadze is interested in nature and landscape as much it is connect-
ed with the idea of being Georgian: ,Mountains of my homeland! Your son’s leaving
you behind,/ but memories of you stay as always fresh within my mind;/ You go with
me, a part of me, as much me as my heart,/ Yes, mountains, you were fixed within my
nature from the start!.../ I was young so self-respect to me was just a word./ But now
my friends and I take pride in being one of you./ I am the son of nature. I am Georgian
and I grew/ to manhood in the midst of storms by lightning addressed.

Above I quoted an excerpt from the , Traveller’s Letters®, in which the Terek is
described as both mountainous and lowland river. But the data of this work regard-
ing the issues of our concern does not end there. The main character of this literary
work, Lelt Gunia, is a highlander. The author has shown that it is the mountains that
preserve Georgian identity. Through the speech of an ordinary peasant , with its Mo-
chevian dialect and at first glance, naive reasoning, Ilia Chavchavadze has presented
the program of Georgian nationalism. A mountaineer Lelt Ghunua is concerned not
only with his region but also with national problems.

In the same story Ilia Chavchavadze also brings up the topic of comparing
mountains and plains. The author (// traveller) asks Lelt Ghunia, which is better: a
mountain or a plain. Lelt Gunia at first avoids a straight answer, but then still makes
a choice in favour of the mountain: , Then it must be better in the plains; there the
people have more to eat. — Who knows? There too there are ills. The climate is
unhealthy. The folk thereabouts have no colour, they are not strong. Here we are
healthy. The Maker of the round sky has decreed it; there Satiety, here health. —
Which is better, the fat land or the healthy? — Both are alike. No place is bad. *
Village shop. — If you were made to choose one of them? — One? To choose! I prefer
these broken rocks. It is healthy. Adam’s son is but grass, he has wants, he satisfies
them, why should he suffer pain?“

The advantage, as we see, is still given to mountains, not only wooded mountains,
but also to scarse rocks. It seems to be a protest against civilization and urbanization,
the change brought about by the new time.

Vazha-Pshavela’s poem ,Bakhtrioni“ (1882-1892) is also of special interest in
terms of conceptualizing mountains. This text is also interesting because of the great
care the mountain landscape is described in it: ,Hello, ridges! /Accept my belated
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greetings./When I die, let your azaleas and junipers decorate my grave!/ Only with
you, this heart is alive and becomes bolder*. ..

In addition, this work deserves attention in terms of creating the idealized faces
of the highlanders. Attributing the mission of savior from violence to the mountaineer
as an antagonist the plains is also a very interesting touch of the mountain conceptu-
alization process.

The emphasis is on the homogeneity of the mountainous and lowland population
of Georgia and their common beliefs. The highlanders ask the shrines of the Pshavs
for help to the Kakhetians: / ,Fill the fields with Tatar blood / Fields of Kakheti®.

The connection between the motherland and the mountains is evident in the fa-
mous poem by Raphiel Eristavi ,The Motherland of Khevsur® (1881): ,Not for all
the trees in Eden would I these rugged cliffs exchange,/ Nor for paradise undreamed
of would I my native land exchange!/ I love the mounts that rear their heads adorned
with never-melting snow,/ The crags where eagles dare not perch, where mighty tor-
rents deafening flow,/ And there to banquet on deer’s flesh as did my fathers long ago./
Not for all the trees in Eden would I these rugged cliffs exchange,/ Nor for paradise
undreamed of would I my native land exchange!/ Though beautiful are flowery vales
where silver brooklets winding sigh,/ Yet towards Khevsuri’s rocky mounts my heart
and soul with yearning fly,/ Life in the valleys I’d renounce for death midst native
mountains high./ Not for all the trees in Eden would I these rugged cliffs exchange,/
Nor for paradise undreamed of would I my native land exchange!/ I never longed for
wealth or fame that fortune lavishly can pour,/ Nor dreamed of golden palaces with
warriors and slaves galore;/ My wish is but to live and die for the highlands I adore!

Raphael Eristavi continues the comparison of plains and mountains and proves
the superiority of the mountain in his later poem , The Shepherd in Trialeti“ (1886).

Animation of mountains, the tendency to turn them into living members of com-
munity is clearly seen in the work of Vazha-Pshavela , The High Mountains“ (1895):
» They were standing and waiting. The mountains’ waiting is boundless; like a bound-
less sea it lies in their heart; reddish, the color of blood, clotted, it quivers in their
heart and chest. Yet outside, on their face, nothing is visible except hostility. This is
also a sign of their waiting. Who knows, what goes on in the mountains’ heart, what
fire boils, and spills over. Mountains, oh mountains! What are you waiting for, who
are you waiting for? Do you really have a beloved whom you haven’t seen for a long
time? Perhaps you’ve lost a child? Perhaps a brother, or your mother has gone far
away, and you’ve had no news from either? No answer is heard. They stand without
twitching their eyebrows. They waited, they are waiting, and again, they will contin-
ue to wait. What will dry up that sea of waiting in their heart? It has no end, and no
conclusion, like a deity...When every animate being, every flying insect, the grass,
flowers, river, and the restless, untiring wind fall asleep, then, only then will they
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heave a sigh and shed tears. We, humans, at that point say: Ach, what sadness, like a
heavy stone, lies on my heart. Why don’t you sing, oh mountains?! Do I really have
to die, and not hear your voice, your song? Why don’t you laugh? At least show me
your smile, my good mountains! How could a single thought have enslaved you,
seized and subdued you in such a way that every other strength and sign of life is
crushed in your heart and mind?! No, no. From time to time, you, too, rejoice, but the
world thinks that you don’t feel anything. And yet I know that candles are lit in your
heart when a proud, wild eagle plays over your head, and swoops down to your lap to
rest. How beautiful you are then! How it suits you, when your son, brought up well
by you, is so courageous, fearless, and beautiful. He is, after all, your messenger. He
talks to God, discusses your business with Him Do you not have thoughts? Ideas?
Feelings? Do you not dream? Of course you do! After all, what are those beautiful
flowers which adorn your breast? They are your dreams, hope, and consolation. Why
do you surround yourself in thick mists, if you’re not secretly thinking of something,
and hiding this thought from us, the children of Adam?! Why did you give birth to
grass? Why do you let the cold springs flow? Why do you send avalanches crashing
down? Why do you raise the wild, free chamois?! Who are you fooling, you good
ones“!!

The antagonism between the mountain and the plains and the justification of the
special importance of mountains in Georgian culture were vividly reflected in the po-
etic competition between Akaki Tsereteli and Vazha-Pshavela, the so-called ,kapia-
oba“. It began with a poem by Akaki Tsereteli, criticizing Vazha’s language because
of his Pshavian dialectisms. In fact, this was not a rejection of mountains, but, on the
contrary, their apology and a provocation by Akaki TTsereteli in order to make Vazha
Pshavela present the mountains and hills even more magnificently in response, to
substantiate the national dimension of local culture.

Vaja adequately understood Akaki’s challenge: he also talks about the uniqueness
of the mountain, albeit in a little more detail and with more emphasis on facts that
contribute to the process of national consolidation.

The tendency to associate the homeland with the mountains can be seen in later
Georgian literature, for example, in Galaktion Tabidze’s poem ,Return® (1918): /The
shadows of evening, like breezes of twilight, / embraces all-round / If you have seen
the foggy plums ever, These are my homeland’s mounts!/

The idealization of the mountaineers and the theme of preserving the mountains
as a genuine, pristine Georgian essence, has been continued in Georgian Soviet fic-
tion. An interesting example of this is Akaki Beliashvili’s novel Vepkhia Khalibauri,
which was also screened under a different name (,, They Came from the Mountain®).
The depiction of a mountain in the Soviet coat of arms may also indicate the rele-

! translated by Mary Childs http://depts.washington.edu/dtcg/vp/vp12.html
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vance of this topic in Soviet times. The mountain on this coat of arms is clearly per-
ceived as a Georgian marker. There is plain, as its opposition, but not the sea.

What should be the reason for such attitude of Georgian artists towards moun-
tains? Of course, thir permanent interest and desire for idealization cannot be ac-
cidental to mountains. As has been said, assigning social content to landscapes and
including them in the arsenal of collective memory is the universal of the ideology
of nationalism that characterizes the process of nation-building in any country. As it
turns out, understanding the mountain as a national marker is also universal. This is
shown by the national narratives of the Balkan countries in which the mountains, the
mountain population are idealized.! Here, as in the Georgian reality, mountain and
mountain societies are conceptualized as preserving the authentic self.

What should be the reason for this?

Both the Caucasus and the Balkans are actually mountainous regions. This is why
mountains have historically played an important role in the lives of the people here.
However, it seems that this is not the only reason why this topic has become relevant
in the process of national consolidation. The ideology of nationalism (and the result-
ing national narratives) places particular emphasis on tradition. Highland societies
that undergo change later than lowland ones, are presented as preservers of traditions.
Thus, it attracts the attention of the ideologists of nationalism. At the same time, the
creation of nations means breaking down the internal walls, the deployment of the
process of cultural unification, so that all members of the community are equally
susceptible to the ideology of internal group solidarity. The idealized faces of the
immaculately preserved mountains and hillsides should be seen as an expression of
this desire for unification. This indicates that nationalists are seeking to integrate a
relatively isolated segment of the population.

Moreover, mountains’ becoming a marker of Georgian identity could be caused
by confrontation with Russia. ,I was in Russia, I saw the fields“. This line from one
of Akaki Tsereteli’s poems shows well what the Georgians considered one of the
markers of Russia. Accordingly, Georgian nationalists choose a radically different
symbol to identify their native nation.

Even during Soviet times, the interest of Georgian artists in the mountains did
not diminish, which is explained by the desire to integrate mountains into Georgian
Soviet identity. The customs of the past are better preserved in the mountains. The
Soviet state sought to eradicate them (for example, the custom of blood feud) and
cultural homogenization. Interestingly, this also finds some parallels in the Balkan
experience. During the socialist regimes, the conceptualization of the mountain as a
national identity marker continued there as well.

! Brunnbauer U., Pichler R. Mountains as ,lieux de mémoire“. Highland Values and Nation-Building
in the Balkans. Balkanologie, Revue d’études pluridisciplinaires, 2002, v. VI, Ne1-2, pp. 77-100.
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Conclusion

Thus, we have traced the facts of depiction of mountain and mountain landscapes
in some monuments of modern Georgian literature. There is a permanent interest of
Georgian writers in this topic. It turns out that this interest is not accidental and is
associated with the process of national consolidation. The story about the highlands
as a place of preservation of Georgian authenticity and the highlanders as defenders
of Georgian identity has become an integral part of the Georgian identity narrative.

The conceptualization of the mountain in Georgian reality has a long history.
In the ancient Georgian hagiographic works, in the extensive edition of St. Nino’s
,Life“ (the 4th c.), The issue of the cultural confrontation between mountain and
plain was raised for the first time in Georgian literature. Saint Nino’s sermons in the
lowland regions of Georgia met with no resistance but the highlanders were aggres-
sive against her (,,were gnashing their teeth®.). Some of the highlanders did not con-
vert to Christianity, despite the punitive measures of King’s Eristavs. This shows that,
if the mountainous region at that time was not considered as completely ,,different,,,
(The language was Georgian, obviously she was preaching in Georgian), at least in
some way it was perceived as ,other®. This is how the Christianized community of
Kartli perceived the mountain population. This was the first description of an attempt
of cultural integration of the mountainous communities.

The perception of the mountaineers as a marginal community of the Georgian
»wwe-group“ has lasted for centuries. Queen Tamar’s historian(13th c¢) doubts that they
actually shared one of the main markers of Georgian identity — Christianity, despite
the fact that, in his words, they consider themselves Christians (,,attribute themselves
to Christianity“). Even in the 18th century Vakhushti Bagrationi mentioned the cul-
tural separation of a part of the mountaineers from the Georgian ,, We"“-group.

Exactly this is the situation that has changed since the nineteenth century as a re-
sult of a strong consolidation process: the creators of the Georgian national narrative
are trying to assure us that in every way the mountain is better than plain, that the
vital energy of the Georgian nation is accumulated in the mountains, that the Geor-
gian highlander is not just ,equal“ to the Georgian lowlander, but is much more ,we"“.
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RUSSIA’S ATTEMPTS TO RESTORE THE FADED
CHRISTIANITY AMONG THE INGUSH
(18" -19" CENTURIES)

Mariel Tsaroieva
France

If you trace the religious policy of Russia from the epoch of Ivan the Terrible to
the establishment of Russian domination in the Caucasus at the end of the 19" cen-
tury, you will notice that it differed from the policy of the Muslim conquerors: the
Turks and the Persians. To mark the territory they conquered, Turkey and Iran brought
in their religions and left, leaving their representatives in the conquered territory.

The main goal of the Tsarist administration was to turn the Caucasus into a Chris-
tian country, by settling it with immigrants from Russia. In order to make it easier
for themselves the task of Russification and Christianization of the Caucasus, its
population was subdivided into conquered and unconquered peoples. Populating the
Caucasus with Russians, the Tsarist government got rid of the unconquered popula-
tion, evicting them to Turkey, and tried to Christianize those who seemed subdued to
it. Russia attributed the Ingush and Ossetians to the latter.

In the first half of the 18" century, the Russian administration seeing that some
of the conquered highlanders professed the Christian religion in the past, decided to
restore for them the ,faded” Christianity. The beliefs of the Ingush, Ossetians, Adyg-
hean peoples, Balkars and Karachais were really syncretism of three religions, which
they practiced in different periods of their historical development: polytheism, Chris-
tianity and Islam, which began to penetrate in the 18" century, but had not yet taken
root in the public consciousness. However, the tsarist government put an emphasis
on the Ingush and Ossetians.

It can be easily understood why these peoples evoked particular interest in Russia,
if we look at their geographical location. Since ancient times, the Ingush tribes have
lived along the only convenient road connecting the North Caucasus with Georgia,
passing through the Darial Gorge. The Russians later called it the Georgian Military
Road. The Ingush controlled and if necessary repaired it. After the arrival of the
Ossetians in the mountains, exiled from the steppe regions of the Ciscaucasia by
the Mongols (in the 13™ and 14" centuries) and the Turks (in the 15" century), the
Ingush began to control this road together with them. Russia and Georgia have used
it in their relations since the 17" century, as evidenced by the reports of Russian
ambassadors who went on missions to Georgia or Iran'. The tsarist government de-

! Kpymuos E. 1. [lpesusist uctopus Ceeproro Kaskaza. M., 1960, p. 731.
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cided to Christianize the mountaineers and win them over to their side and guarantee
themselves a safe movement. In other words,the attempts of Christianization of these
peoples served primarily to the geopolitical interests of Russia and was less inspired
spiritually.

The Christianization of the Ingush and Ossetians was considered strategically
very important. Two queens (Elizabeth and Catherine 1I) and two tsars (Paul I and
Nicholas I) personally followed the progress of its implementation. For this pur-
pose, in 1744, a special Commission was created, called the Commission for the
Christianization of Ossetians and Ingush. However, according to the Belgrade Trea-
ty concluded between Russia and Turkey on September 18 (29), 1739, Ossetia and
Ingushetia were under the influence, albeit nominal, of Kabarda, which, in turn, de-
pended on Turkey. Russia pledged not to interfere in the internal affairs of Kabarda.
Direct intervention of Russia in Ingushetia and Ossetia could complicate relations
with Turkey.

Russia, to get around that treaty, inconvenient for the implementation of its plans,
decided to involve Georgian priests from the retinue of Tsar Vakhtang VI in the Chris-
tianization of the Ingush and Ossetians, who had found refuge in Moscow due to the
constant invasions of Iran into Georgia and its attempts to forcedly Islamize its peo-
ple and rulers. Because of these incursions, Georgian Kings repeatedly turned to the
Russians, brothers in faith, asking them for support. Teimuraz I, the martyr king of
Kakheti (1606-1648) and Kartli (1625-1632), withstood Iranian invasions for many
years. During the most difficult period of his reign, he sent ambassadors to the Rus-
sian Tsar (in 1615, 1618, 1624, 1635, 1649), asking for help against the aggression of
Iran. In 1658 he went personally to Russia with the same intention. But the Russian
Tsar did not meet his expectations. Frustrated and tired, Taimuraz I abandoned the
throne and retired to a monastery. After a while, he was summoned to Iran to force
him to convert to Islam. After the refusal, he was imprisoned in the Astrabad Fortress,
where he died in 1663. Thus, he shared the fate of other Georgian martyrs who died
in Iranian captivity: King Luarsab II in 1622, Queen Ketevan (mother of Taimuraz I)
in 1624. Father of Erekle II, Taimuraz II, migrated to Russia in 1760, where he died
one year later.

In 1743, Georgian priests — Archbishop Joseph Samabeli (I.T. Kabulashvili) and
Archimandrite Nikolai — presented a petition to Queen Elizabeth (daughter of Peter
I) to send Pakhomiy, the personal confessor of the Georgian king Vakhtang VI to the
Caucasus for the Spiritual Mission. They were accompanied by two abbots Chris-
topher and Nikolai. Justifying the importance of the Christian mission in the North
Caucasus, they referred to the fact that the Ingush and Ossetians, who professed
Christianity in the recent past, continued to venerate the old churches and retained
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some Christian rituals in their beliefs. Vakhtang VI appointed Pachomius as the head
of the Spiritual Commission’.

The Commission started its activities after arriving in the Caucasus, in Mozdok.
Its branches were also founded in the Kurtati gorge in Ossetia and, according to [.A.
Guldenshtedt, at the Ingush village of Angusht. In 1745, Pakhomius moved the head-
quarters of the Spiritual Commission to the city of Kizlyar. Due to the lack of prop-
erly educated priests, local Cossacks were involved in the Christianization process.

The fact that the Commission was headed by the confessor of the king of Kartli
testifies to the importance attached to the Christianization of these two neighboring
peoples. In addition, the Senate at its meetings listened to Pachomius’s reports 17
times for three years (in 1747-1749). This Commission was also under the close su-
pervision of the bureau of the military commandant of the city of Kizlyar, the head
of the city of Astrakhan, the military colleges, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the
Holy Synod.

In 1756, the tsarist government allocated part of the money sent from Kizlyar and
from Astrakhan to stimulate those who adopted Christianity: the heads of societies
were given ten kopecks each and ordinary residents three kopecks each. Women also
received gifts: mirrors and scissors. All who converted to Christianity were exempted
from duties on the sale of products on the market.

Despite this effort and expense, the experiment failed, for the Cossack mission-
aries did not speak the language of the population, did not respect local customs,
left those who were adopted to Christianity without any instruction. In addition,
they gradually began to abuse privileges, demanding gifts from the parishioners and
drinking... In their reports, they exaggerated the number of those who converted to
Christianity and wrote that the majority of the population ,accepts the religion of
Christ with joy“.

The pagan Ingush compared the behavior of Christian missionaries with the behav-
ior of their priests. And this comparison was not in favor of the Russian priests. The
local population, who had lost confidence in them, gradually returned to their old cults.
The heads of local communities, usually the first to be baptized, complained to the Rus-
sian authorities about the outrageous behavior of their priests. However, they remained
unanswered. Then the inhabitants began to expel missionaries from their villages.

The spread of Christianity in Ingushetia has failed. Attempts, renewed in 1756
and 1764, were also unsuccessful. In addition, the Kabardians prevented the Chris-
tianization of these peoples. In 1761, the Kabardian princes and their horsemen at-
tacked Russian priests operating in the Ingush and Ossetianvillages?.

! Bytkos IT. T. Marepuaist 1yt HoBoit ncropuu Kaskasa ¢ 1722 o 1803 roa. CITB., 1869, 1, p. 453.
2 Ibid, p. 268; Tenko A. H. O kysbrypHOM miponnioM unrymieii. Murymm: COopHuK crareii u ouep-
KOB 10 HCTOPHHU U KYJIBTYP€ MHTYIICKOro Hapoaa, cocT. A. X. Tankues, Caparos, 1996, p. 522.

273



In 1764, Turkey, under the influence of the Kabardian princes, presented a note
of protest against the establishment of the Spiritual Commission on the territory of
Kabarda (in Mozdok). The note went unanswered. Five years later, in 1769, Kabard-
ians burned down churches and guesthouses in Ingushetia and OssetiaArchimandrite
Gregory was killed during his trip to Georgia. Another Georgian Archimandrite —
Porfiry was appointed instead. The Kabardians, on the one hand, and the Chechens,
on the other, led by Sheikh Mansur continued to oppose the Christianization of the
Ingush and Ossetians.

After this incident, Russia no longer hid its intentions. Failures in Christianization
have been attributed to the work of Georgian religious leaders. P.G. Butkov wrote:
»The establishment of the Ossetian commission for the conversion of the Ossetians
and Ingush to Christianity was in the hands of the Georgian clergy and did little good.
Although for a long time, under the order of the Holy Synod, Christian law has been
preached in the Ossetian and Ingush peoples, but this has had poor success from the
Georgian clergy“!. All Georgian priests were replaced by Russians.

On September 27, 1764, the Collegium for Foreign Affairs decided to establish
a school in Mozdokand teach the children of the mountaineers ,,Christian law and
Russian grammar®. Tsarina Catherine II, approving the opening of the school,wrote
to the governor of Astrakhan to make Russian policy in the Caucasus more spiritual,
at least in the eyes of local residents. P.G. Butkov also wrote that ,there is no better
way, due to the circumstances of the Ossetians, Ingush and other highlanders, to per-
petrate them as direct Christians and adherents to the local side, as by enlightening
young people from them*?,

In 1765, Colonel Gak, who was then in Mozdok, received permission to build a
religious school. In 1777 the school was built®. At the same time, the Commission
for the Christianization of the MozdokKabardians was established. The first 200 chil-
dren were admitted to the school, most of whom were Ossetian. Another theological
school was opened at the Holy Trinity Monastery near Vladikavkaz. However, these
schools also proved to be ineffective.

In Ingushetia, the tsarist clergy were able to Christianize only a small part of the
inhabitants of Angushta and a part of the inhabitants of the Tara valley. The vast ma-
jority of the highlanders remained unconquered for many years. Russia was able to
penetrate through the mountains of Ingushetia for the first time only in 1830. It was
about a military operation against the inhabitants of the Ghalghai society, who re-
ceived the Dagestani mullahs. However, even in 1926, G.K. Martirosyan writes, that
this mountainous country remained terra incognita for Russia, an unexplored land.

! Bytkos I1. I. Marepuans! 1iist HoBo# ucropun Kaskasa ¢ 1722 mo 1803 rox. p. 268.
2 Ibid, p. 269
* Ibid, pp. 268-269.
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After this failure, the Russian leadership abandoned the Christianization of the
Ingush population for some time, directing all its forces to the Ossetians, some of
whom were Christianized. All measures were taken to preserve this small ,island“
of Christianity in the North Caucasus. Catherine II instructed General Gudevich
to strengthen the position of Christianity in Ossetia by building new churches and
strengthening the body of priests. She wrote: ,We consider the Christianization of
this people to be politically beneficial to us. Since most of them professed the Mo-
hammedan religion, they should be kept in sight. We also command to protect the
Ossetians from the oppression of other mountain peoples, especially from the Kab-
ardians, our subjects...“!

The commission in Ossetia functioned until 1793. With the weakening of Chris-
tianity due to the abolition of the weak Mozdok Diocese, the Ossetians began to re-
turn to Islam again. About 300 armed Kabardians, taking advantage of the situation,
attacked the village of Karadzha. They robbed the church and expelled the Russian
bishop and the group of Cossacks who were guarding him. Tsar Paul I (1754-1801)
ordered to severely punish the Kabardians for this attack. A punitive army was sent
to Kabarda under the leadership of General Knorring, who destroyed three mountain
villages to the ground. Christianity among some of the Ossetians was saved.

In the late 18th century, there were those who adopted Christianity, but did not
show off this for fear of condemnation from their relatives. Russian priests tried to
support them by sending preachers from time to time.

After the first failed experiment in the Christianization of the Ingush, the Russian
government made new attempts in the 19" century.On June 26, 1810, the General
Tormasov wrote to General Bulgakovabout the need of ,restoration ofthe Christian
law, beingin decline,among the Ingush®. Initially he proposed buildingof the Church
in one of the large villages,at the expense of the state,and sending an honest and
fair-minded priest to preach?.

The second stage of the Christianization of the Ingush and Ossetians began in
1816, with the arrival of General Ermolov in the Caucasus. Realizing that the failure
of the previous missionary activities were connected not so much with the Georgian
priests, as with the very organization of this works, it was decided to ask them to head
the Commission again.

Envisaging then past mistakes, the leadership decided to subsidize more money,
to attract more people, willing to convert to Christianity. This time it was decided to
give the Ingush foremen and the Ossetianaldars 20 rubles each; ordinary people re-

! NoxynuH I. (I'eneon, Murpononur CraBpornonsckuii 1 bakuuckuit). IcTopus XpUCTHAHCTBA Ha
CeeproM KaBkase 1o u mocie npucoenuaeHus ero k Poccun. M., 1992, 1:
http://www.krotov.info/libr—min/d/dokukin.html

2 Akrbl KaBkasckoii Apxeorpaduueckoii komuccuu. T. 4, 10k. Ne410, T, 1870, p. 897.
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ceived a piece of cloth ,twelve yards® or a shirt, two dried sturgeons, a copper cross
and 50 kopecks.

The Ingush were baptized to receive 50 kopecks, a shirt and a cross. At first,
they thought that the crosses were gold. Nikolai Grabovsky writes, ,,One of the
old men told me, that he was baptized several times, like others, to receive money,
a shirt and a cross. It is needless to say, that such an attitude of those accepting
Christianity, the awkwardness and dishonesty of the priests leading Christianiza-
tion, and, finally, the Russian language, incomprehensible to the Ingush, to whom
the word of God was preached, could not strengthen their faith in Christianity®.
Despite all the efforts of the priests, the only thing that the mountaineers learned
from their sermons was the ability to cross themselves. And they willingly did it in
order to receive gifts.

After a failure in missionary activity in the 1820s, attempts were made to forcibly
Christianize the Ingush. The outraged population organized several uprisings, which
were brutally suppressed'.

As in the previous century, representatives of the people repeatedly appealed to-
the Russian administration, demanding that the arbitrariness of the priests and the
military and Cossacks guarding them be stopped. The tougher the onslaught of the
Russians the more benevolent the Ingush were towards the preachers of Islam, who
often visited them, spoke the same language with them and shared the same fate with
them. In 1831, Christian priests and the leader of the paramilitary group Konstanti-
nov were killed in the village of Khuli. This murder of priests in Ingushetia put an end
to its Christianization. The army, under the auspices of Count Abkhazov, destroyed
a number of villages, destroyed or exiled the organizers of popular unrest to Siberia.

Since that time, the Ingush joined the anti-colonial struggle along with the Chech-
ens and Dagestanis. In July 1832, at the call of the imam of Dagestan Gazi-Mag-
omed, they organized an armed uprising. To suppress it, an army was thrown under
the leadership of the head of the Caucasian corps, Baron Rosen. This is how he de-
scribes to Count Chernishev his punitive expedition in the mountains of Ingushetia?:

»On the 22nd of this month (July), the continued fog did not allow me to make any
searches in the vicinity of Gay, which is why I crossed back through the rocky ridge
Malku-Gai and camped near the villageTsori, in order to continue the extermination
of dwellings and arable lands of the Ghalghais.

In the village Tsori, the two residents locked themselves in a high stone tower and,
despite all the admonitions, did not want to surrender. I ordered to make a mine to
blow up the tower. During our work, 4 sappers were bruised by stones and 4 people

! Maprupocuan I. K. Haropuas Marymms. M3Bectuss MHIyIICKOro Hay4HO-HCCIIEI0BATEILCKOTO
WHCTUTYTa KpaeBeneHus, B. 1, Bnagukaskas, 1929, pp. 87-88.
2 1bid, p. 52.
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wounded by shots from two rebels, who surrendered only when the mine was already
filled; the tower was blown up.

On the 23rd, 8 villages were exterminated.

On the 24th, I arrived at Wagenburg, at the village Targim, destroying 9 more
villages.

On the 25th, the troops had a day off.

On the 26th, the detachment set out back to the Terek,

On the 27th crossed it and on the 28th arrived at Vladikavkaz. [...]

Thus ended the expedition undertaken by me against the Ghalghais. I hope that it
will have useful consequences for the tranquility of the Georgian Military Road. [...]

Our troops have penetrated into their most hidden shelters, hitherto considered
impregnable to us. The Ghalghais know that only fog, which lasted from the 16th to
the 27™ of this month, saved their families from captivity and the rest of their property
from complete extermination®!.

At the same time, Baron Rosen emphasized that he accepted Ossetians and Geor-
gians into his military detachment in order to sow a quarrel between the mountain
peoples, ,according to the imperial order*?. He also added that ,the Ossetian and the
Georgian highlanders from my detachment seized rich booty, which was a reward for
them. It will be useful for us: renewing enmity with neighboring peoples, they will be
obliged to stay on our side and seek our protection®.

In 1939 M.O. Albutashvili in his ,Brief Biography“ noted that forced baptism
underwent also in the Kist society of Georgia. According to him: ,,The Muslim Kists
who had resettled to Kakhetiin 1845 were forcibly baptized in 1866, but whoever was
asked, they answered:“ How the guards baptized us — they forcibly collected, entered
us into a book, drove to Alazani, ordered us to take a sip of water, then they undressed
everyone, men, women, in the same underwear they drove into the water, sprinkled
them like well-heated buffaloes, ordered them to go out, anointed our foreheads with
some kind of oil, saying at the same time: your name is Petra, you — Ivana, Paul,
Micah, Gogia and others. Go, now you are baptized, go to church, often overshadow
yourself with the sign of the Cross, pray, receive communion, become Christians,
save yourself. ,,[...] In this way in 1866 the population of Jokolo and Omalo adopted
the Christian faith“3. The Russian administration also tried to interfere with the mar-
riage of the Georgian highlanders, if they did not accept baptism.In 1838, General
Golovin wrote to General Braiko that it was necessary to prohibit the Tush-Christians

! AkThI KaBKa3cKoit apxeorpaduyeckoit komuccuu. T. VIIL, ok, 581, Ne 42, Tchir., 1881.

2 Maprupocuan I. K. Hcropus Marymmu. Muorosukas Maryierus, coct. Anboradnesa M.C-T,
CIIb., 1998, p. 91.

3 Mapromsunu JI. 10. KynerypHo-3THHUECKHE B3auMOOTHOLICHUS Mex 1y [ py3ueit u Yeueno-1H-
rymwertueil B XIX u Hau. XX B. Kuctsl [Tankucsl, T6., 1990, p. 231.
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from making friends with Muslims or tie the knot, until the other side accepts Chris-
tianity!.

In order to somehow explain the failures in the Christianization of the moun-
taineers and to justify themselves in clumsy proselytism, the priests of the Kizlyar
Commission wrote: ,,We are sure that these pagan peoples are not able to accept and
understand the Christian doctrine. They were baptized most often for selfish purpos-
es, and then again retreated from it. ,However, later, in the 1860s, the Tiflis Society
for the Restoration of Christianity among Ossetians and Ingush admitted that the
main reasons for the failure of Christianization were the incompetence and weakness
of missionaries who tried to ,impose dead dogmas on the flock instead of a living
word".

The weakness of the missionary priests was associated, in turn, with the weakness
of the Church itself in the North Caucasus. The diocese, founded first in Astrakhan,
then in Stavropol, was torn apart by internal conflicts and confrontations with the
military and the Cossacks. The clergy and the military leadership were in conflict and
defended their interests. The missionaries hired local Cossacks who could not even
read, or know the basics of Christianity. Failures in Christianization consisted in the
fact that the Russians carried the word of God with bayonets. Russian expansion, its
»carrot and stick” /reward and punishment method and the atrocities of the military
forced the Ingush to completely abandon the Christian religion. They chose Islam,
which united them with other peoples of the North Caucasus. This union was their
only guarantee of survival and preservation of their national identity.

' Tbid, p. 40.
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KAZBEGI DISTRICT IN THE CONTEXT OF THE
PROPAGANDA POLICY OF THE RUSSIAN HYBRID WARFARE

Natia Jalabadze
Georgia

After the August 2008 war, the Kazbegi region turned out to be in the interests of
the Kremlin; however, it remains a constant subject of scientific and political debate.
This very important geostrategic area near the Georgian-Russian border was part of
the defense line in the Greater Caucasus back in Soviet times. The defense plan of
the General Staff of the Ministry of Defense of the USSR was created in case of an
alleged war with NATO and included 3 lines defense: 1. On the perimeter of the state
border (modern Georgian-Turkish border)'. 2. Along the Greater Caucasus Range
and 3. In the depths, on the territory of Rostov Oblast and Stavropol Krai. According
to the plan, full protection of the line along the Greater Caucasus required control of
approximately 40 km south of the ridge, of which 20 km was an active protection
zone and 20 km south to it — a passive one. After the collapse of the Soviet Union,
the Russian government has been doing its best for establishing the border along the
Great Caucasus, with the prospect of controlling the Georgian highlands. According
to Georgian experts, this is the reason for Russia’s activity in seizing the territory of
Georgia adjacent to the Greater Caucasus Mountains?.

Ivane Javakhishvili wrote about the borders of Georgia: ,,As if nature itself creat-
ed the watchman Goliath for the Georgian people — the Greater Caucasus Mountain
range to the north and high mountains to the south; Georgia is bordered by the Black
Sea on the west and by rivers on the east. in this respect Georgia is one of the magnif-
icently limited countries. By the way, thanks to these conditions, the Georgian people
were able to repulse many enemies, often much stronger than themselves, and defend
their nationality throughout their long history. Georgia’s enemies were well aware
of this fact, therefore they repeatedly tried to seize and take away this or that border
territory of our country”®. Since the 1990s, the Kremlin has been deliberately taking
over these border territories.

The Kremlin’s attempt not to let Georgia out of its control turned out to be disas-
trous for our country. The conflicts in Abkhazia and Ossetia, initiated in the 1990s,

I After the collapse of the Soviet Union and Georgia’s orientation toward NATO, according to the
alleged decision of the Russian General Staff, the second defense border automatically became
the main border, therefore it acquired a special function” (M. Areshidze, see below).

2 Areshidze M. Georgian-Russian Border: Current Situation and Threats, in Collection: Georgia-2009,
Post-War Challenges and Prospects, Club of Independent Experts, Tbilisi 2010, p. 42.

3 Iv. Javakhishvili, Borders of Georgia, Tfl,. 1919, p. 2:
https://javakhishviliinstitute.files.wordpress.com/2009/07/javaxishvilisazgvrebi.pdf

288



eventually culminated in the formation of the independent political (albeit unrecog-
nized) entities from these indigenous parts of Georgia. According to expert Mamuka
Areshidze, when, after 2004, Georgia’s aspiration for NATO became irrevocable,
the Russian authorities began to actively work for the seizure of some lands and
Georgia’s border regions'. The fact that the section of Abkhazia and Ossetia of the
Georgian-Russian border is outside the control of official Tbilisi is also a result of
this policy. However, as mentioned above, the interests of the Kremlin / Ossetia have
gone even further, and the Kazbegi region has become their new target after the Au-
gust 2008 war.

Initially, our opponents focused on the Ossetian-populated areas of the Kazbegi
district, namely Truso and Kobi (as well as Ghuda, at the headwaters of Aragvi); as
the chairman of the People’s Front N. Natadze mentioned in his interviews concern-
ing the Truso Gorge: ... it is of great strategic importance for our enemy. Claims to
Truso is the same as announcing ,, check” to Georgia and generally the West by the
Russians“.

Very soon, the claims of Tskhinvali / the Kremlin covered the entire Kazbegi re-
gion. In 2009, Kokoity for the first time officially announced his plans for the Truso
gorge, noting that during the August war they formed a strong military group aimed
not only at capturing the Leningor region but also at the annexation of the historical
Ossetian lands of Truso and Kazbegi: ,I already had a detachment ready to carry out
this task, that is, to reach Kazbegi®®.

It is obvious that the desire to control this area is motivated by the interest of seiz-
ing a strategically important section of the Georgian Military Road, which is part of
Russia’s far-reaching plan regarding the South Caucasus; among other benefits, this
road is the shortest highway connecting Russia with Armenia. Opponents claim that
the territory of Ossetian settlement in the Kazbegi district is the historical homeland
of the Ossetians, the so-called East Ossetia (sometimes called Central Ossetia) and
using propaganda leverage, enroot the idea that ,East Ossetia“ historically belonged
to Ossetians and is the original Ossetian territory, which the Bolsheviks, against the
will of the Ossetian people, illegally torn away from their homeland and handed
over to the Soviet Socialist Republic of Georgia in the 1920 s.* The arguments used
by Ossetian scholars (and not only them) to justify this ,concept”, have no scientific
basis and are far from reality.

! Areshidze M. Thesis, ibid.

2 Abesadze E. Whose land is Truso gorge and what do the separatists want, 2014:
https://for.ge/view/35728/visi-miwaa-Trusos-xeoba-da-ra-surT-separatistebs.html

* Kalandadze G. Kokoity outlined the borders of ,,Great Ossetia®. August 26, 2013: https://experti.
ge/

* Truso - Historical and Ethnocultural Problems. Collective of Authors, R. Edited by Topchishvili,
Tb., 2021, p. 14.
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In 2021, the collective work of Georgian scholars ,, Truso — Historical and Ethno-
cultural Issues“ was published. Historians, ethnologists, art historians, archaeologists
and architects have thoroughly studied this area and substantiated that Truso has al-
ways been inseparable from Georgia. The Ossetians came here late, they replaced
the Dvals who had previously populated this area; part of the Dvals moved from
Truso, while some were assimilated by the Ossetians; though the Ossetian element
was prevalent, they still adopted elements of culture of the local ethnic group (types
of residential or agricultural buildings, construction techniques, forms of agriculture,
toponyms, religious cults and traditions, etc.). It became clear from the book that the
Ossetian scholars incited by the Kremlin, using falsified history, try to present the
area as the ancient homeland of the Ossetians; consequently, they consider it legit-
imate to demand the assignment of these territories to South Ossetia, which should
ultimately end with the unification of ,two Ossetias“!; Russia will thus capture a
geostrategically important area.

In 2013, Mikhail Cherno, a Russian political scientist and expert at the Center
for Strategic Conjuncture, published the book Ossetia: The Birth of a Great Dream
(Ocerns: Poxxnenne bombmoit Meutst), which can be viewed as the plot of Russia’s
ossetian scenario against Georgia. This ,big dream” consists of several stages and
should end with the return of the historical Ossetian territories and the annexation
of the United Ossetia to Russia. The author directly points out that the problem of
Ossetia for Russia is in many ways not a question of foreign, but of domestic pol-
icy, and if the Republic of South Ossetia does not join Russia, the entire structure
of Russia in the Caucasus will be largely destroyed.. ? The preface to M. Chernov’s
book is entitled: United Ossetia: the unification of all Ossetian states into a Great
State (Enunas Ocetus: 00beiUHEHUE BCEX OCETHHCKUX 3eMellb B cocTase bombmioit
crpanbl)“, which is the core idea of the book.

Yana Amelina, today secretary-coordinator of the Caucasian Geopolitical Club
and Head of the Information and Analytical Center Border of the Present, which in
political circles is considered the defender of the interests of Ossetians, in the preface
to Michail Chernov’s book shares the author’s idea regarding united Ossetia. She
writes: ,Ossetians will solve great problems throughout the united Ossetia, Russia
and the Eurasian Union of Peoples. The matter concerns not only present-day South
Ossetia, but also the return of the lands of Trialeti Ossetia, Kazbegi and Gori regions
of current Georgia, as well as the city of Oni and its environs into a single Ossetia.
Vladikavkaz and Tskhinvali, apparently, are not yet thinking enough about this, but
without restoring the unity of the historical territory, the future of Ossetia is not so
clear. Mikhail Chernov is one of the few who has been raising this question for many

! Ibid.
2 YepHoB M. U. Ocerust: poxaeHue 60mbioi meutsl. M., 2013. p. 5.
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years...“! It seems that then the society of Tskhinvali and Vladikavkaz was not yet
properly brainwashed, which is emphasized in the passage by Amelina; there were
few apologists for this idea either.

The administrative border of the Soviet-era South Ossetian Autonomous District
runs along the territory adjacent to the Georgian Military Road in the Kazbegi region,
so it is not surprising that Tskhinvali / Russia claims to the Kazbegi Truso gorge,
which borders both South and North Ossetia; Naturally, the vector of unification of
»South and North Ossetia“ must pass through Truso. Truso®, ,East Ossetia“ in their
way, is an integral part of Georgia. That is why the Kazbegi region, its Ossetian popu-
lation and their territories have recently become a constant target of information war-
fare and Kremlin propaganda. Hybrid warfare has a variety of propaganda methods:
propaganda is created in different formats (text, audio, video, photo material). It is
spread through various channels — Internet, social media, radio, television, print me-
dia, through direct meetings and communication with members of the public; Propa-
ganda is based on fabricated stories, distortions of real facts; It is created quickly and
continuously. In many cases, old misinformation is redistributed and replicated; The
main task is not only to present the truth as a lie but also to confuse the target object/
group by distorting the facts so that he can no longer see the real picture?.

Due to the propaganda policy of the Russian hybrid war, today in North Ossetia
and the self-proclaimed South Ossetia there is hardly anyone who does not want the
unification of ,two Ossetias“; The propaganda aimed at returning the territory of
the indigenous Ossetians and restoring historical justice reaches its peak on social
networks, where there is a rapid increase in the number of users of these social sites
and the active participation of various sectors of society. Demands of this type from
politicians are becoming more and more radical, the campaign for the transfer of
lands of the Kazbegi region to Ossetia is gaining momentum. As it is known, social
networks are the best, fast and effective way of spreading propaganda. As the number
of consumers grows, so does its impact on various segments of society and the scale
of public opinion formation.

The Facebook page of the Vladikavkaz Ossetians — Kazbegi region is part of
Ossetia-Alania!!! is especially active in this direction. Its name openly speaks of the
intentions to seize the Kazbegi region. This bilingual (Russian-Ossetian) group was
created in 2017. According to a local narrator from Kazbegi: , We have our own page
— ,Kazbegi, Truso, Kobi“, they have their own — ,Kazbegi district is part of Osset-
ia-Alania!!!“ And there is a fierce discussion between us“. This group was formed at
a time when the issue of Truso and the Kazbegi region, in general, was gaining more
significance on the Ossetian political, scientific and social front. In a brief annotation

! Ibid, p. 6.
2 Hybrid warfare in Russian military theory: http://eugeorgia.info/ka
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of the page we read about the group itself: ,, The eastern part of North and South Os-
setia-Alania' remained under the administrative and economic control of the newly
formed Georgian state. This region is practically located between the two republics
of Ossetia and in Soviet times was called the Kazbegi region. Ossetian villages in
this region were completely destroyed due to the fact that the Tbilisi regime created
discriminatory living conditions for the Ossetians... In addition, most of them (mean-
ing the Ossetians of Kazbegi, N.J.) are deprived of the so-called Right to cross the
Georgian border*.

Anyone wishing to join the group must answer questions; the first of them is:
»Do you think that Georgia is an occupier?”. The group has 2400 members and its
administrator is Gairbek Salbiti, the same Gairbek Salbiev, a former high-ranking of-
ficial of the Russian Ministry of Internal Affairs, head of the organization Darial. For
the knowledgeable Georgian public, this organization and its leader are well known
for their anti-Georgian activities and reactionary speeches. According to Salbiev, not
only Kobi and Truso, but the entire Kazbegi region, or ,East Ossetia®, are lands be-
longing to Ossetians, and these territories are occupied by Georgia?.

If we view this page, we will clearly see that its leaders are ,working“ in many di-
rections: xenophobic statements against the Georgians and the Georgian government,
the genocide committed by Georgians against the Ossetians, the seizure of historical
territories, their expulsion from their lands, the annexation of the Ossetian territories
by Georgia are posted here. Each formulation is backed by sensitive visual material,
mainly documentaries and video sketches; the page criticizes the ongoing processes
in Georgia, the policy of our country, politicians and even public figures. For exam-
ple, the recent mass unrest related to Posner’s visit to Georgia, etc. Basically, this
propaganda page is a call for Ossetia to return ,,its lands”, unite the ,two Ossetia“ and
annex United Ossetia to Russia. It should also be noted that the dispute between the
Georgian and Ossetian Facebook users on this page mentioned by our respondent is
not so fierce.

As for the organization Darial itself, it is known that its immediate plan is to to
seize the Truso gorge and Gudauri, then join South Ossetia to Kobi and Gudauri via
the Truso gorge, and in a more far-reaching plan — unite two Ossetias, with already
occupied Georgian territories, and become part of Russia. This organization, presum-
ably, relies on Armenian pseudo-scientists, with the help of which they will ,,obtain®
the corresponding Armenian historical sources, proving that the Kazbegi region is the
ancestral land of the Alans?®. This fact was confirmed by our respondent from Kazbe-
gi, who noted that Ossetians confirmed that they rely on Armenian scientists and are

! This inappropriate concept could be written mechanically or deliberately.
2 http://www.frontnews.ge/ge
3 http://expertclub.ge
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supported by them. The Armenian factor is another separate topic in the propaganda
narrative of the Russian hybrid war.

Until recently, the organization Darial, led by Salbiev, held regular pickets at the
Upper Lars border crossing, demanding to give the right to Ossetians, former resi-
dents of Kobi and Truso, now the citizens of Russia, to cross the border to attend their
religious holidays and visit the cemeteries of their ancestors. After the opening of the
Lars checkpoint, the Georgian government has banned politically motivated persons
from Vladikavkaz from entering Georgia for the fear of destabilization. Opponents
assess this as a violation of human rights. There are lists according to which the Geor-
gian Security Service does not allow the listed persons to cross the border. About 200
people have been included in this so-called blacklist, although at first there were not
so many of them. Journalist V. Tokhsirov addresses this issue in 2019 and emphasiz-
es that the blacklist citizens of North Ossetia are not allowed to visit the houses and
cemeteries of their ancestors in the border region of Mtskheta-Mtianeti because they
demanded extracts from the family books from the Kazbegi Municipality and wanted
to legalize their lands and houses.

As can be seen from today’s data, mostly supporters of the Darial are not allowed
to cross the border. According to a respondent from Kazbegi, in fact, the principle of
their inclusion in these lists is completely different: ,, They themselves revealed their
data. Ours would have to struggle to make this list for 5-6 years, but they took and
published it on their page - a list of donations, how much and who donated to the
organization, and ours recorded all this® (Field material, Kazbegi district, 2010). So
the topic of the legalization of land and houses is a provocative bait that both sides
can fall for.

In addition to Darial, there are other anti-Georgian public organizations in
Vladikavkaz (For United Ossetia, Kazbeg...) that carry out similar activities. Their
propaganda is also based on falsified history and anti-Georgian rhetoric. For ex-
ample, according to the leader of the organization For United Ossetia A. Khugaev,
Ossetians lived in Truso, the Kobi Basin and the Guda Gorge; Georgians appeared
in this region in the 19" century. All toponyms here are of Ossetian origin: rivers,
mountains, valleys. There are no Georgian archeological monuments that are more
than 120 years old".

The issue of ,lost lands® is constantly discussed in the North Ossetian press and
television by journalist A. Tuaeva, who is originally from Kobi and is also black-
listed. She asserts that Georgians did not live in the area at all and that there was no
evidence that they ever inhabited the land. Tuaeva’s documentaries are also imbued

! TapxanoBa JK. OceTHHBI HUKOTAA HE CMHpATCS ¢ moTepeil cBoux 3emens. Despans 10, 2015:
https://www.ekhokavkaza.com/a/26840770
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with this idea!, where the author tries to support the above-mentioned formulations
voiced in the press with scientific arguments.

One of these arguments is the narrative of the formation of the Taranjeloz shrine
at the place where one tear of God fell in the Truso Gorge. This story is used by the
populist-propaganda media as a ,document” to present these territories as the Osset-
ian historical homeland and their sacred place. After the death of Nart Batradz, God
ordered local deities and angels to bury the young man in Sophia crypt. But neither
they nor the twelve oxen could move Batradz’s body. Then, on the advice of God, the
local deities harnessed two oxen born on the day of Tutir and carried Batradze’s body
to the grave. When it was difficult to bring in the dead, the angels again asked God
for help. God shed three tears from heaven, angels brought the corpse into the crypt
and buried it. And where three tears of God fell, three shrines were erected: Tarange-
loz, Mikalgabirta and Rekom?. The name Tarangelos, which is a distorted form of an
Archangel (3magotobggemmbn), indicates the Georgian origin of this shrine, which
cannot be refuted by any scientific argument.

Thus, the propaganda apparatus of the Russian hybrid warfare, in alliance with the
party claiming the Georgian lands tries to prepare the ground for the implementation
of the idea of a united Ossetia, through ignoring objective reality, spreading false
history and distorted facts.

! TlyTemrecTBue B TPyCOBCKOE yiiesbe; PoanHa craBias 3a rpanutieii; TpycoBCKoe yIiernbe.
2 Narts. translated from ossetian by Tskhovrebova, Tskhinval, 1988, p. 272; Mamisimedishvili Kh.
Ossetian Folklore. Tb., 2015, pp. 94-95.
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do0bs (BgMomdgddy dgugbom) s domob (mgManbdams ©sdemmdal) bab-
bog-bamgbgdl. 89-19 bamimbgdmg 80bsmB8mddgadsl of M@Gm od@oncow
30bg3wbgb s Labbog-bomgbgdowss YBO™ Fg@&n FoMmmda nym asdmyg-
693, 3mbagemnsbmdal mgambsbGaboom bamzgmgbme 3bnsbo, IdmEg -
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bogombgda, 2012, Ne 1, a3. 284; a. xomsdodg. 306508mddgmgds mgMaanl bgmdsda. ag3.
203-230; 3. noxmbodgoma. Imbgzggdol ymaze-(3bmg@gds. md., 2015, a3. 31; Ouepku Oro-
OCETHHCKOI aBTOHOMHOM obnactu. Pen. PoGakunse A., T6., 1985, 3. 131-132.
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*Tagues C. Aparsunckuii Kussb, Pacckassl, Asay:
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0439, a3- 229.
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sbgon dabab bs339mgd0 dgaemgdom ImbabgMbgdgmn oym @Mod@mMoom wo-
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S 3gMbgms 5g@0gmdab. Lagmmdgn@mbgm dmdMamdal babyobo g8 e30
o0bym Lbbgaabbgs 3ol Ladgn@mbgm mMasbabs(30980L Rsd8mysmndgdom,
Mmameog ogm: ,ogMaob bgzob 896dg3g-39Logmbrmgmdal Moombol 39330-
0%, ,35@Y4mob 3033060, ,b930L Monmbob sgmM3nbd@n“, ,dgMdgzgoms gm-

w4

@gd&ogo™
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o3 dOMbgdolb a09Mmnsbgds dgadmgdom®. sbg M3, bLaddmb sbFam, s6E)g-

' 4obdga0b Monsmdabimdalb Lbm8ob mddgda. badsmggmmb gMmgbamoa stdngn, 3. 284,
Logddg 1942, gués. 14

*0g30-

* 0439, 6. 20-21.

4 L. 8o gomamas. bgga. &a3., 1934, 3. 72-83.
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39, 358y, dob 3BmeYIGIoy 3033930 @BaLYL. 3oy 398my3gL
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b0l sy(30mgdmmds godmabgns, Moz amMoEsb hsdmgs3gdob s bmgmal
Loz Ym0 3obxzgbammdol DML B9bgb(300dn gsdmabe@s. dsa., bmggm
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4

©obobynbdo gb Lmggmo 0,5 35 dmM (339 0ym obobmgdmmo. mEmnbmdo
bLerggmgdolb LogMzMdMngn DM MdbEdox@nbs s LsdgnMbgm aomgdmb

a0dm 3Ma35em Lo ogmgbmsb nym ©s3ogdamgdamo. dofmmamaos, bgogabogsb

' 4obdganb Monsmdabimdab Lbm8ob mddgda. bagdstmggmmb gMmgbamoa stdngn, 3. 284,
Logdg 1942, 9.06.1931-3.12.1932, g39rs. 14.
20439, . 18-19.

0439, g6 41.
* 3. 0o0mbndgamo. bggo dggmoem s sbems. md., 1967, a3. 66-75.
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? Kanoes b. Ocernnst - MicTopuko-3THOrpaduaecKkoe uecaeioBanne. 33. 63.

PbbE 3-b babambm 3mBabEmms baddmb 1944 Brmal 9 oG ol Ne225-74 bb oggboemgds. 3mb-
3M30, 3Mgdma. bagoomggmmb gMmabama stdagon, 3. 600, bogdg 6942, (3. 76; Ilatne
W. Unrymmn, nenopranus, Bo3Bpauienue, peadmauranust: 1944-2004: 1oKyMeHTBI, MaTepHasbl,
komMMeHTapuu. Marac, 2004, a3. 109-110.
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boimmzg0?; bmgy 4080656 gomababermmbgb sbggg dofMomomsm gotmgmdbals
Go0mbals bmggemgddo: RgMdgbo, 3mb@s bgmsegnmzgob ®-60 bme. boMomga,
Roema 3b30b Moombo bmes. 3068 0b0°

a0@obobmgdymgdl d03jmbosc oMo dmbdemgdol bngmgdo s dn3-
gogom bLogmmomn o 3mm3gnmbgmdol bogmbgmoa’. mgsbgdl 3g@mdm bo-
3no6gdsdn 3gsgem dbmeme 1-2 3bbgomagbs badmbgmo s 2-3 (3bgoma.
3M3gn@bgmds 3o doMomas dg3bgo6Mgmdadg aym mG0gb@nmgdaea.
9a0mbol dbgdMng-ggmamogonmo goMgdm s badgymbgm 3ommdgda o3-
a35M0 Mgby@bgdom mrsbgdalb s®Lgdmdsl momddal dgmdmgdgmb boows

" bado@ogm Robsbgmgdo AMo. mbgmolb (396@Momnn 3m3a@g@ob (8) LogsMmggmmb
33(33-b Lobgm by s Lbgs dobargdo yobdgaal Manmbol BAe. mbymda gowabobmagdama
3MmB8gn@bggdal LoBogmgda. 3abogsb baddms badababGmMmmb s Joga (ymgama 3G G09-
o m@aobmgdal oM Jogn), 10.03.1945-31.07.1945, 3mbo 14, 6. 19, bagddg 207, ga&(s. 3.

2 Bobogob Logdoms LoBobobGEMmL sMdngn (ymgomo oG omma mMasbmgdal sMdogn)
3bFomo, gmbo 14, 50b. 19, bogdg 207, gaE s 61.

* 0439, O3 64-68.

* 0439, 3bGomo, gu&. 56-57.
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5 hOommgo 30339b00d0 go@ababmagds o3 dmbabmgmdabomgal gMmaget
353mbogamb bomdmomggbws.

1944 B9l mbos bobamal Afommgon mbgmdo gowsbsobemgdol d930ga
06bmb gdmacegomo dpamdsmgmds Moo oM@ dg0(335ms. ©S0b-
gm bgmdob LEMogo ozeM0gmgds. 3mbabmamdol 03 baBomb Mm3gema(s oco-
a30mbg aMhs, RMomm 30335L0530 gomhbos 3MagomMobmgsebo Lobsog-
bom, bowas s ymzggmmgal dggdemm gobsmmgdol 8obomgdam sbomasdMogdals
30a3b8369, LadbabyMob Imzgbsdn d5369mdal Jomgds o6 YoMsmme, Lazbma-
909ma 30mmdgdal godxmdgbgdabomgal gowabgmes. Mbos nmggsl, Hm3
mbgdob gobobmgdol o6 gs3mb3zgz0s yobdgaol Mgaomball 3gbsdmbmmgmdals
53606905, 3oMndom 8dggomo Lodyoz0s bgmboytgmoars 3o oym dgbgemyg-
Mol gogsMmmgdabsmgob. 3g(3635Mgmdol bggoomo Boma o3 3gmomedo
30093 9BO™M g50bsMs.

mbyMo mxebgdal 360d369mm3z060 bsBoemn @ondsms. bdoMow doMomswn
98003 9bmmds Aamm mbgmdo (3bmzMmdes, m&mnbmdn 30 3bmemeo dm-
b (3900 0y3b696 aMhgbarn. 3mmgdn@bgmdgddn sbaddgdmema mbo 3byqd-
Lgdo bagmm3gnMbgm RgMdgdol s 39Mdm dgn@mbgms bogymmgdsdo dymey
(363600 BoMgdLb bagbmmdo yobdgaal Moombals dmob ggMomdgddg sdmggd-
©646, badmomb 30 AMoommgmal 39mgddg 9@ofMgdobgb. 33 gomsemgdsda go-
dmmogobgmes 39360 d9bmde-6393mds 8 3mm3gn@mbgmdgdl bLodmsemg-
35 80g (30 Fomm3z0b ¢339 sbomo gubg30980 o930LEM9d0bs".

1957 Bemob 9 00bz06mb, LLE3 Mdommagbo Ladgmb 3MgDowandds Rghgbo
©d 0bgdo bambgdol Mgodomo@szos Imobnbs, abobo 3o335L0530 O5d-
6. 5da0bs domn 93@mMbmIns s 1944 Bemol 7 396G 03y oMbgdyemo
LodmgaMo® 830 Yobdganl MHganmbosb mbgdol 8oams(znal 3Gm39La
o6 d9bgmgdmms, 3oMndom — PO™ asdmogfmEs s Mbgdol Momogbmds
10 BgemoBowdn gobsbgzmms, 2007 s0sdnsbnrasb (1959 6.) 983 -3 (1970 6.)
Rodmgowo.

L3g3oo Yo MM MG Mol s Loggmyg doboemnb dobgwgzom oM 33930,
3 XX bagmbal dgmEg Bobggmosb omybmlb mbgdo doMomswaw bog-
bymabl bodmzMgdow s basgems 3me nygbgowbagb, bmmm dywdngsw d3bmg-
9505 (doFomoEs© babsbInmgda) Moibzo bszdsmo d93(30M9dmma ogm.
aL m030b9d9M 505 sbabymos mgmaal Dgdm Bgmdg oMbgdne bobogmaomgd-
Bg3- 3obdMab gabobgmamb bgdmm 3gdstg bmgmagdo — Mgba, mgxa, do-
Jogmo, godoms, bys@obo, Jommsysy, gbo, 3mEmmms, 5d5bm K96 30093
aobggemo Loy 3bob 60-056 brmgdedwy @o(zmoams Imbobmmgmdabogsb @s 530l
d93mga0 Bemgdob Laggmsagal J39d0 Mm0mgdal e a3b3gds. 3obamob sggm

' asbgon ,obsma bgge®, 25 dsabo, 1945 6.
2 bogommggmmb gfmgbymo s6dagon, 3. 1165, 5xb. 8, bogdg 1343.
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bemggegdda: bmaysea. dgzommgbo, mdMmysbs 30 Modgb0dy Laggmagal 4zo
asbgyema bagy 6ol 80-90-0560 Bemgdomes s meMommads.

Lodgmms Lob@gdob 3Msbob s LadsMomggmmlb edme 30 dgmmdal go-
3m(3boydad 303 gembgm dg33oms mgManlb bgdmbgmoal dmbabmmgmdal
Lodgm@bgm 39d@mEo s 3603369mm3bo dgdrms NEYLMELL Babyymn
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3160b 90-0560 Brmgdob obByobdn go8959dnmas gobmz0mbamdsd 4ot 3394~
0 393mgbs 0dmbob mboms omBgbama BsBomal gonbgdaby o oo mnom-
430b Bormnsbo oGm39L gb 3oby. HNLgcEb BgogHs0abmab Rszg@amo
LodE3MOL 30MMbgdda, gowsbobrmgdymagdabomgal donbzmmdgmo asbos
oOnbmb Dogbymoal badmgmgda. sbggg bombymb Rsdomems aobmmo bayy-
3960b dmeamb Rodmysmndgdymoa qHmogmomdgdo, Mo yobdgagol Monmb-
do gob30mMgdmo babomdamg dgn@bgmdabsgsb Jomgdam 3Gmme 00l
35806530 LadoMmzggmm@seb bobmma mbgdal, Hmame (3 mszomn abMady-
G™ME7g00l dmbsbamgmdal gmmobbdmdws. pmgabsmgal dg436nem 3ommdgd-
do, (30 3g(36m39mgmdal s 30bsm3mJdggdsl s dgmdmos yobdgaals
930mbal dmbabmagmdol (3bmgMgdol dmmosbo dMNbzgmymas, gM-
»ogMm 39Mb3gd@onm sMas Gmaoddn MRgds. doMmamoas GMHobddal
bgggHmdn Mbgdal 8mbsBomgmdal gofz3gmmo ogdomo Mmeo dgodmgds
3dmbgl, dogad dab gobbm(309mgdal Laggdsmonsbaom bemwmsagl bgasdo-
‘oﬁm mb*gﬁm %od@)mﬁm 0850806(23@ 63m3mq¢0@03‘36 bn@y@b@noan.
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SOME ASPECTS OF THE ETHNODEMOGRAPHIC
DYNAMICS OF TRUSSO

Lavrenti Janiashvili
Georgia

Since the early 2000s, Russian analytical circles have been developing the concept
of a third Russian attack on the Caucasus, in which special attention is drawn to the
problem of Georgia. The ultimate goal of the Russian attack is to disintegrate Georgia
and incorporate most of its territory: Racha, northern Shida Kartli (formerly South
Ossetian Autonomous Okrug), Kazbegi municipality and Borjomi Gorge (so-called
Trialeti Ossetia) into a ,,single Ossetian” state”. As a result, Russia will be directly con-
nected with Armenia and the port of Batumi by rail and highway; this will also signifi-
cantly increase the mobility of Russian troops to the south'. In such a geopolitical per-
spective, an important role is assigned to the transfer of the upper reaches of the Terek
to ,South Ossetia®, which is actually a precondition for establishing control over the
Dariali Gorge and depriving Georgia of its ancient historical function. To pave the way
for the desired reality, publications have become more frequent in which they try to
include the Kazbegi region in the ,,United Ossetian State® in order to restore historical
justice?. Thus, the uninhabited upper reaches of the Terek (historic Georgian province
of Truso, where Ossetians settled in the 17" century) was declared ,East Ossetia“; the
Georgians are accused of ,expelling” the Ossetians from this territory, thereby paving
the way for the return of ,,East Ossetia”“ to the ,,Ossetian state”.

Under the influence of such a conjuncture, some contemporary authors uncon-
ditionally link the depopulation of Truso and Guda with the policy of the Georgian
government, which as they say, had long and purposefully sought to expel Ossetians
from the ,historic lands of East Ossetia®.

"Yepuos M. Ocetus - Poxxaenue 6onpioit meutsl. M., 2013, pp. 9, 18, 20-21.
2 Ocraes C. Bocrounas Ananus. HUKTO He 3a0bIT, HUUTO He 3a0biTo, 11.02.2019:
https://respublikarso.org/analytics/2416-vostochnaya-alaniya-nikto-ne-zabyt-nichto-ne-zabyto.
html; KozaeB C. Otpesannas or noma Bocrounas Ocerwsi: BepHYTb Helb3s 3a0BITh... Ta-
sera ,JOxHas Ocerus”, 24.08.2017: http://www.nykhas.ru/340439/ otrezannaya-ot-doma-
vostochnayaosetiya-v/; Bocrounas OceTusi: AUCKPUMHHAIMS OCETHH TMPOAOIDKACTCA. TaszeTa
»}OxHas Ocernsa” (I'maBnas), 12.09.2018:
https://ugo-osetia.ru/obshhestvo/vostochnaya-osetiya-diskriminatsiya-osetin-prodolzhaetsya;
Menoes npoxommeHTHposai npobinemy Bocrounoii Ocerun, koTopast 6buia ,,0TTOpruyTa 00J1b-
meBuKamu B xoje cozganus Oro-Ocerunckoii asronomun”. ,JOxuas Ocerus”, 30.01.2019:
https://sputnik-ossetia.ru/SouthOssetia/20190130/7992449/Glava-MID- Yuzhnoy-Osetii-rano-ili-
pozdno-my vernem-zemli-Vostochnoy-Osetii.html
https://sputnikossetia.ru/South—Ossetia/20190130/7992449/Glava-MID-Yuzhnoy-Osetii-rano-
ili-pozdno-my-vernemzemli-Vostochnoy-Osetii.html.
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According to some on-line information, the Georgian government forcibly an-
nexed the historical dwelling place of the Ossetians to the Kazbegi and Dusheti re-
gions. For the purpose of expelling the Ossetians, theier policy was based on: eth-
nic discrimination, gross violations of property rights and an artificial slowdown in
economic and infrastructural development. The appeal of the 10" Congress of the
Ossetian people, held in Tskhinvali in 2018, says: ,, The Georgians are barbarously
destroying Ossetian historical and architectural monuments in East Ossetia, seizing
Ossetian property, destroying or owning houses, desecrating graves®. To reinforce
negative sentiments, they do not shy away from falsifying official statistics and the
real picture. They write that: by 1989, 4969 Ossetians lived in the Kazbegi region,
and by 2002 their number decreased to 189" (in fact, according to the 1989 census, the
Ossetian population of the Kazbegi region was 445 people; by 2002789 people).

They assert, that the main centers of the formation of the Ossetian ethnos are the
upper reaches of the rivers Terek and Aragvi, Truso, Kobi and Guda, which until
1922 was ,an integral territory of South Ossetia“; They say that an important shrine
of the Ossetian tripostas Tarangelos [Georg. dmogomobggmmba L.J.] is located
here; the inscription found on the right bank of the Swatis River is considered the
oldest (1326?) Alanian inscription; Monuments of material culture, toponyms,etc.
were assigned to Ossetians, etc.?

Based on the foregoing, the study of the factors that caused the migration of Osse-
tians from the upper reaches of the Terek has acquired particular relevance. To study
them, this article examines several aspects of the dynamics of the Ossetian migration:
1. Demographic processes in a diachronic context 2. Economic situatione in different
periods and its impact on the population number 3. Correlation of systemic (political,
social, economic) transformation with the migration process.

Analysis of historical sources and scientific literature shows that Ossetians settled
in Truso from the middle of the 17" century*. According to the 1780 census, the fol-
lowing villages were included in its composition: Resi (5 households), Tefi (6 house-
holds), Gimara (11 households, 12 families), Qaqiduri (7 households, 8 families),
Karatqau (8.5 households, 9 families), Desi (6 families), Kvemo Desi (4 families),
Zakagori (2 families), Saoti [Swatis? L. J.] (5 families), Abano (7 families), Keteri

' Bocrounast Ocetusi: IUCKPUMUHALS OCETHH npopospkaercs, 12.09.2018:
https://ugo-osetia.ru/obshhestvo/vostochnaya-osetiya-diskriminatsiya-osetin-prodolzhaetsya

? KaGeptsr H. JlnHaMuKa 9UCICHHOCTH M PACCEICHUS OCETHH B I py3un MexIy HeperucsimMu Ha-
cenenust 1989 u 2002 ronos. Ussectust COUI'CH, 2013, 9 (48), p. 96.

3 Tpy3uHCKHE MUPaXH UM OCETHHCKUE peanuH, 24.07.2015:
http://cominf.org/node/1166505685; Kanoes b. Ocetnns: MicTropuko-3THOrpadudeckoe uccieno-
BaHue. M., 1967, p. 53.

* Topchishvili R. Issues of Ossetian Settlement in Georgia and Shida Kartli Ethnohistory. Tb., 1997,
p. 216.
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[Ketrisi — L.J.] (9 families)'. These data show that at the end of the 18" century, few
Ossetian groups, only 73 courtyards (about 350-500 people) lived in the gorge, some
of whom were ethnic Georgians®. According to 1802 data, in 12 villages of Truso,
which were the possessions of Vakhtang (Almaskhan) Batonishvili, there were 158
households and 991 people; According to the 1831-1832 census, 190 families and
955 people lived in Truso; In 1860, there were 216 households in Truso (1304 peo-
ple); In 1873, respectively — 226 households (1393 people). By 1886, 240 households
(1627 people)’.

According to the 1926 census, there were 2,514 Ossetians living in the Kazbegi
district (mainly in the upper reaches of the Terek and in Ghuda) [a total of 8,033
people lived in the district]; According to the 1939 census — 3529 Ossetians (total —
10183 people); in 1959 —2007 Ossetians (total —7 927); 1970 — 983 Ossetians (total —
7 139); 1989 — 445 Ossetians (total — 6376); 2002 — 89 Ossetians (total — 5264); 2014
—13 Ossetians (total — 3795)*. Thus, from the 17" century to the 1940s, the number
of Ossetians in the upper reaches of the Terek grew steadily, and then their numbers
began to decline rapidly. The diagram below shows the transformation and change in
the ethnic composition of the population of the Kazbegi region in 1939-2014.

Population of Kazbegi region 1939-2014

1 91w K]
1 A0 -

nel TUTE TE3a PecTs i

o i &45 e LLl sauy
i £34 ERL TR T
2000 4 a3 . a0 II
- 3 no 14
R =4 [ EIA ] i | L ST 14

"' Togoshvili G. Georgia Ossetian Relations XV-XVIII centuries. Tb., 1969, p. 196.

2 Ttonishvili V. Khevi. Guidebook, Tb., 1984, p. 4.

* Topchishvili R. The Historical-Ethnographic province of Truso Georgia (Trusoians before and
after the middle of the 17th century). Tb., 2019, pp. 22-23.

* National Statistics Office of Georgia, census results; Hacenenue I'py3un, online version: http://
www.ethno-kavkaz.narod.ru/rngeorgia.html; Topchishvili R. The Historical-Ethnographic
province...., p. 23; Kabeprst H. JlunamMuka 4ucIeHHOCTH U PacCceIeHHsi OCETUH B [ py3un MexIy
nepenucsamu HacenaeHus 1989 1 2002 roxos. p. 96.
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The number of Georgians in the Kazbegi region has halved since the 1940s, and
today Ossetians practically do not live here. A sharp decline in the number of Osset-
ians was observed in the 1940s-1960s (from 3529 to 983 people).

There are four stages in the demographic dynamics of the Ossetian population of
Truso: I. the 17" century — the first half of the 19" century (the number of Ossetians
increased slightly); II. From the second half of the 19" century to 1944 (their number
increased significantly); III. From 1944 to 1989 (the number of Ossetians intermit-
tently decreased); IV. From 1989 to the present (Ossetians have completely left the
region).

The number of Population at all stages was linked with the amount of natural
resources and the technology of their use. Truso’s severely restricted eco-agricul-
tural environment in itself limited population growth. The upper reaches of the
Terek (Truso, Khevi) is located in the highland zone. However, here, too, moun-
tain (on the slopes) and plain (of the riverside) arable land were conventionally
distinguished. Until the 19" century, agriculture was more actively practiced here,
and more land was used for crops. In terms of yield, the best were sunny places
— ,khushari“ lands in Ossetian. The Tsagata plots on the northern slope were less
productive'. Due to the lean soil and land scarcity in the mountains, the soil ne-
cessitated annual fertilization. Highly sloping terrain made it difficult to cultivate
the soil, so relatively small and primitive ploughs were used. Farming tools and
tillage techniques were similar to those from Khevi?. Although agriculture made up
a fairly high share in the economy of the Truso population, they lacked the harvest
from plowing and sowing, and they made up for the deficit in the lowland regions
of Georgia. It is true that cattle (later more sheep breeding) held a significant share
in the household, but due to the difficulty of feeding cattle in winter and the difficult
access to winter pastures, this activity was limited and the alteration between the
winter and summer pastures did not occur until the 19" century. The herdsmen of
Khevi and Truso could not compete with the Tushetians, who were in close agri-
cultural contact with the Kakhetians on the plains of Kakheti, and the population
of the foothills in the winter pastures of Kartli®. If the family had more than two
dozen sheep, they already had to take care of the contacts with the plain®. In such

! Jalabadze G. Agriculture in Tergi Gorge. Moambe of the Georgian State Museum, E 22-11, 1961,
p. 230 (in Georg.).

2 Gelashvili G. Julius Claport on Ossetians. Issues of New and Recent History, 2012, 11, No.
1, p. 284; Jalabadze G. Agriculture in Tergi Gorge. pp. 203-230; Itonishvili V. The Life of the
Mokheves. Tb., 2015, p. 31; Ouepku FOro-oceTuHckoil aBTOHOMHOIT oOnactu. Pex. Pobakmmze
A., T6., 1985, pp. 131-132.

3 Ttonishvili V. The Life of the Mokheves. pp. 43-44.

* Ttonishvili V. Family Life of the Mountaineers of the Central Caucasus. Tb., 1969, p. 224 (in
Georg.).
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economic conditions, Truso could feed only a certain amount of the population,
therefore, until the second half of the 19" century its population was not large. At
the same time, the need for economic ties with the Kartli lowland increased the de-
gree of integration of local Ossetians into the Georgian state. During Russian rule
in Georgia, the Ossetian population of the upper reaches of the Terek and Aragvi
considered themselves part of the Georgian political organism, which is clearly
seen in the works of Seka Gadiev, the 19" century writer, named as the founder of
Ossetian prose!.

The dynamics of the demographic processes of the Ossetian population of the up-
per reaches of the Terek was significantly influenced by the radical transformation of
the social and economic environment in the 19" century. After the Russian domina-
tion of Georgia, the vector of economic relations changed from the south to the north,
which occurred against the background of radical changes in the traditional way of
life and the socio-economic environment. By the beginning of the twentieth century
in both Truso and Khevi villages, the scale of traditional agricultural grain crops has
been reduced in agriculture, replacing it with potato farming. After the establishment
of intensive economic ties with the North Caucasus, they began to import corn and
bread flour to Truso. Machadi (corn cake) has become an important food in the diet.
Bread baked from imported wheat flour was gradually replaced by bread from barley
and rye. As a result, the sown area of grain crops, requiring especially hard labor,
began to decline?. In the second half of the 19" century, animal husbandry underwent
more significant changes. By this time, the Caucasian wars ended and winter pastures
of the North Caucasus became available, which incomparably increased the pros-
pects for small-scale cattle breeding (sheep breeding).

From the 1870s and 1880s, the population of Khevi and Truso intensively used the
winter pastures of Chechnya and Kizlar, where sheep were kept from October to the
end of April. However, due to the gradual development of capitalist relations, sheep
breeding went beyond the narrow framework of domestic consumption, its share in
the local economy increased immeasurably, gradually subordinating the entire eco-
nomic interests®. In the first years of their stay on the winter pastures, the Ossetians
ran into unexpected problems. While overwintering sheep in Kizlar, many sheep be-
came ill and the sheep farmers suffered heavy losses. The reason for the illness of the
sheep, according to local residents, was that the sheep of the Ossetian breed with thin
wool got sick more easily in cold, on open pastures. Since then, the Truso Ossetians
began to raise sheep of the Tushetian breed. Until the 1930s, Pasanauri was the main

'Tanues C. AparBuHckuii Kussb, Pacckassl, A3ay:
http://biblio.darial-online.ru/text/Seka—Gadiev/stories—rus.shtml

? Ttonishvili V. Family Life of the Mountaineers of the Central Caucasus. p. 37 (in Georg.).

* Jalabadze G. Agriculture in Tergi Gorge. pp. 201-202.
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purchasing center for Ossetian livestock products'. Economic development has led to
an increase in the population. Thus, until the 1930s, the population of Truso increased
significantly, aided by an increase in the agricultural resource base as a result of the
expansion of economic activity and radical changes in agriculture?.

The situation changed radically in the first years of Soviet rule. In the upper
reaches of Terek the cultivation of agricultural crops significantly decreased; it
could no longer meet the needs of the population. The old economic ties and com-
munication with the lowlands of Georgia were weakened, and the border with the
North Caucasus was slrictly controlled by the government, which, in parallel with
collectivization, almost completely took over the sale of agricultural goods. The
peasants were obliged to hand over the bulk of the harvest to manufacturing or-
ganizations®. The Kazbegi region committee has banned the import and export of
agricultural products without permission®. As a result, corn and wheat prices rose
sharply, and agricultural smuggling and corruption increased, putting the popula-
tion in a quandary?.

Rural collectivization in the 1930s further complicated the situation of the inhab-
itants of Truso. Individuals were deprived of sheep herds and cattle and they were
united into collective farms; Terraces on the slopes of the mountains were considered
unprofitable and completely turned into pastures. From then on, plowing and sowing
was carried out only on plots in the lower zone. Such plots were relatively convenient
for tractor cultivation and through collective farms, the use of both traditional simple
tools and the activities of individual farmers were limited. The initial stage of the
collective farm movement began with the formation of various types of agricultural
organizations, such as: Terek Gorge Dairy-Cattle Union, Wool Union, Khevi Agro
Point, Dairy Collective®.

The population opposed the process of transferring cattle and lands to the Artels
as much as possible and even used local government for this. For example, in the
1931 appeal of the Truso Council to the Kazbegi regional executive committee, it is
said; ,Socialization of draft animals is impossible, a flock of sheep is in Kizlar, and
cows cannot be reunited”. So, in the opinion of the Council, the establishment of Ar-
tel in the Truso Gorge is superfluous’. Despite such attitudes, most of the population

!'Tbid, p. 229.

2 Topchishvili R. The Historical-Ethnographic province of Truso Georgia. pp. 10-11 (in Georg.).

3 National Archives of Georgia, Minutes of the meeting of Kazbegi Rayexcom, f. 284 Case 1942,
paper 14.

4 Ibid.

3 Ibid.

¢ Makalatia S. Khevi. Tb., 1934, pp. 72-83.

" National Archives of Georgia, Minutes of the meeting of Kazbegi Rayexcom, f. 284 Case 1942
9/06 / 1931-3 / 12/1932, paper 14.
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was united in the arteles, plans for delivery on meat, wool and dairy products were
set. Wealthy farmers and kulaks were separated, they were charged with relatively
high taxes', their civil rights were restricted’, and some of them were even arrested
later.

The traditional trading system was completely destroyed; if earlier the Ossetians,
as private persons, imported livestock products into different regions of Georgia
(mainly in Pasanauri), from then on they transferred it to the state. At the same time,
economic contacts between the Ossetians and the Mokheves decreased. In densely
populated Ossetian villages, both ordinary people and the leadership who were in-
volved in the collective activities were local Ossetians, they no longer had frequent
contacts with neighboring Georgian population.

The types of settlements and buildings of the Truso villages corresponded to
the social life characteristic of the Middle Ages in terms of the planning and ex-
ploitation of the buildings. Such a settlement had a defensive significance, a solid
group of people lived in a common space, in large communities and they were
content with basic living conditions. Such a settlement was completely useless for
the changed sociocultural demands of the 1920s. Separate families required a sep-
arate dwelling space. That meant the development of the village in a new way.
The long peaceful life, the change of economic profile and the emergence of a
homestead plot around the dwelling, have necessitated a change of the settlement
type, which has manifested itself in a tendency to come down from mountains and
increase rural spatial distribution. For example. The village of Zion (in Khevi) al-
ready in the 1960s occupied an area of one kilometer in length and half a kilometer
in width (now it occupies a much larger area); at the beginning of the twentieth
century this village was located on a hill of 0.5 hectares®. The spatial growth of the
villages in Truso was associated with many difficulties due to the landscape and
agricultural environment. It is true that in settlements inaccessible to avalanches,
old settlements far from the river valley were well protected from avalanches, but
the emergence of new settlements or the spatial development of old villages was
not promising, due to their landscape features, which significantly distinguished
them from villages of Khevi.

The problem of education also intensified in the 1920s. The difficult topography
of the mountain, the harsh natural environment and the lack of roads prevented the
construction of schools. By 1932, there were 34 schools in the Kazbegi region, but
only two of them met the requirements. Schools were even opened in some villages
of Truso, but the buildings were rented from the peasants and were completely un-

!'Ibid, paper 18-19.
2 Ibid, paper 41.
? Ttonishvili V. Khevi the Past and Present. Tb., 1967, pp. 66-75 (in Georg.).
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suitable for the school, both in terms of space and arrangement of classrooms, as well
as in terms of hygiene'.

In such conditions, the thrust of the Ossetian population to the north intensified.
Moreover, this was facilitated by the Soviet government and their national interests.
The first wave of Ossetian resettlement (1921-1928) was organized by the authorities.
According to B. Kaloev, the entire settlement of the Ossetians in the North Caucasian
valley and southern foothills has played a particularly positive role in the national
development of the Ossetians®. The continuation of this process was the resettlement
of the Ossetians in the Ingush settlements deported from the North Caucasus in the
1940s.

On March 7, 1944, by order of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR,
the Chechen-Ingush ASSR was abolished and its territory was redistributed among
the neighboring republics. Each of them was instructed to relocate the collective
farmers to the deserted villages by April 15, 1944, and ensure the start of spring
works. In addition, they were instructed to develop measures for the further settle-
ment and development of the former Chechen-Ingush Autonomous Republic?.

In the spring of 1944, the spontaneous eviction of Ossetians from the Kazbegi
region and their resettlement to the North Caucasus began. They settled in Ingush
villages in the vicinity of Vladikavkaz, whose inhabitants were deported by the Sta-
linist regime,. Close proximity to kindred Ossetians, economic benefits, relatively
affordable education, close kinship and friendship increased the motivation for their
resettlement. The harsh environmental conditions and malfunctioning infrastructure
of Truso and Guda further fueled their desire to abandon these places. Most of the
Ossetian population of the upper reaches of the Terek moved directly to North Osse-
tia, and not to the territory transferred to Georgia. This made it difficult to regulate
and control the migration process. There was a need to clarify the number of families
resettled from Truso to North Ossetia, to remove them from the register, organize
the removal of personal property to a new place of residence, to formalize the di-
vorce of divorced families. It should be noted that the local authorities considered
the evacuation of the region’s population undesirable*. An opinion was expressed to

! Georgian National Archive. 284 Case 1942 Minutes of the meeting of the Kazbegi Rayexcom
9/06/1931-3 / 12/1932, pp. 49-51.

2 Kanoes b. Ocerunbl - ICTOPUKO-3THOrpadUIECKOE HCCIeOBaHHUE. P. 63.

3 National Archives of Georgia, Resolution Ne225-74 of the Council of People’s Commissars of the
USSR of March 9, 1944. Moscow Kremlin, f. 600 or 1 case 6942 sheets. 76; [Tatues 1. Murymmy,
Jieropranys, Bo3Bpaienue, peadbuwmranyst: 1944-2004: 1oKyMeHTbI, MaTepHaibl, KOMMEHTAPUH.
Marac, 2004, pp. 109-110.

* Archives of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Russia (archives of former party bodies), patrol
records of the North Ossetian Central Committee (b) to the Georgian KPCC and other materials of
complaints of collective farmers deported from Kazbegi district to North Ossetia. 10/03 / 1945-31
/07/1945.) Fund 14, Rev. 19, Case 207, p. 3
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categorically prohibit moving from one area to another. However, this did not lead to
a decrease in the scale of migration.

The migrants from Truso also tried to settle next to each other in new places.
Ossetians from the village of Kobi moved to the following villages: Dlindalina,
Bazurkino, Kantimi, Balta, Gizel. Chernorechiye; from Okroghana, in the villages:
Bazurkino, Kantisi, Aliurta, Ekansovo, Arikighau, Kost-ghau, Balta, Kobani; from
Abano to the suburban villages: Chermek, Terek, Nartov, Khetagurov district!; from
Gimara mainly to the suburban villages: Chermen, Kosta Khetagurov village. Nar-
tov,Chaluksky district, Kantis®.

In addition to personal items, the migrants took their own and collective farm
cattle®. Families owned only 1-2 cattle and 2-3 sheep in private ownership. The main
activity of the collective farm was sheep breeding. The natural and geographical en-
vironment and economic conditions of the region made the existence of families
with such resources almost impossible, and relocation to the North Caucasus was a
solution for them.

After the relocation of part of Ossetia to North Ossetia in 1944, Truso’s demo-
graphic situation changed radically. The rapid depopulation of the valley began. The
part of the population that remained in Truso had numerous relatives in the North
Caucasus, where they could always send young people to get an education, find work,
or simply move on to improve their living conditions. It should be noted that the
migration of Ossetians did not lead to a decline of livestock farming in the Kazbegi
region, on the contrary, such a situation was even favorable for the expansion of
sheep farmning. The share of sheep breeding increased even more during this period.

A significant part of Ossetian families fell apart. Often, most of them lived in
North Ossetia, and only elderly people remained in Truso. Ossetian shepherds em-
ployed on collective farms grazed sheep herds owned by collective farms and private
farmers on the mountain slopes of the Kazbegi district in summer and in the northern
plains in winter. In this situation, many buildings were vacated and collective farms
were allowed to impose new functions on them®.

On January 9, 1957, the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR rehabili-
tated the Chechen and Ingush peoples and allowed them to return in the Caucasus. It
restored their autonomy within the borders existing until March 7, 1944°, However,
the process of Ossetian migration from the Kazbegi region did not slow down, on the

! Archives of the Ministry of Internal Affairs (Archive of former party bodies). Table, Fund 14, Rev.
no. 19, case 207, sheet 61.

2 Ibid, Fund 14, Rev. no. 19, Case 207, pp. 64-68.

* Table, Archives of the Ministry of Internal Affairs (Archive of former party bodies) Fund 14, Ag.
19, Case 207, pp. 56-57.

* Newspaper ,Akhali Khevi®, May 25, 1945.

5 National Archives of Georgia. p. 1165, ref. 8, case 1343.
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contrary — it intensified and the number of Ossetians halved in 10 years, from 2007
(1959) to 983 (1970).

According to special literature and field material, from the second half of the
twentieth century, Ossetians visited Truso mainly as summer pastures and summer
cottages, while the number of permanent residents (mostly the elderly) was quite
reduced. This peculiarity is also reflected in the cemeteries in the upper reaches of
Terek. The villages above the pass of Kasara — Resi, Tepi, Zakagori, Gimara, Suatisi,
Kartakau, Desi, Tsotsolta, Abano, had been emptied of population until the 1960s
and the tombstones of the following years are almost not found. However, in the
villages on opposite side from Kasara: Nogkau,Shevardeni and Okroghana several
tombstones date back to the 1980-1990s.

The collapse of the Soviet system and the declaration of independence of Geor-
gia once again changed the economic vector of the population of the upper reaches
of Terek and significantly limited the possibility of economic union of the migrated
Ossetians with the region. The disorder that reigned in the early 1990s somehow
influenced the outflow of the rest of the Ossetians, and they almost completely left
Truso. In the conditions of the closed border with the Russian Federation, the summer
pastures of Truso became inaccessible to the migrants in North Ossetia. The relations
that developed at the end of the last century and assumed the participation of the Os-
setians who left Georgia as the main distributors of export of greenhouse products in
the Kazbegi region are also a thing of the past. In the current situation, when livestock
and agriculture can no longer fully support the population of the Kazbegi region,
tourism remains the only promising sector. Yes, the participation of Ossetians in the
tourism sector may have certain prospects, but its implementation is fundamentally
limited by the negative role of the Ossetian factor in the current geopolitical situation.
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