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Editorial

It is a great pleasure for us to present new volume of scholarly journal Georgian Source-Studies. In one
volume are bound two issues and, hence the published materials are those which were accumulated during the last
two years. The materials are published under the following headings: Source Criticism and Historical
Representations, Standpoint, Book Reviews, Events, and Memorials.

The most voluminous is a first section. There are presented twenty seven research papers. They differ from
each other by the research focus: part of them is targeted on source criticism, others on historiography or theory or
history representation. The design of these contributions also is not identical. Some of them are providing research,
others are publishing original texts of sources or their translations with relevant notes and scholarly commentaries.
Despite the heterogeneity we decided to publish all of them under the one and same heading. The point is that the
strict division of these materials might be not only difficult, but non-justifiable as well: the papers which are
targeted on history representation contain great portion of source criticism and historiographical investigation. In
their turn, the papers targeted on publication and translation of the sources are containing many passages devoted
to history representation. Thus, though on theoretical level we should have this division in mind, we should not
try to accomplish it practically as it would be only formal. We want to underline once again: the papers written
about source-studies problems, in all cases contain valuable discourses on purely historical issues. On the other
hand, the papers focused on historical representation are rich with research in field of source criticism. The same
could be said about the papers in historiography: in them facts are built on historical and source-studies analyses.

The chronological framework of this volume is rather wide. It covers the period from twelfth century BC to
twentieth century AD. The sources used are of various types and genres: narrative and documentary sources, items
of fine arts and epigraphic monuments; hagiography and historiography, charters, periodicals, archival materials,
diaries and memoirs, notes of travelers.

Apart the diversity of the used sources, the volume is distinguished by the richness of approaches as well as
study methods or styles of representation.

Majority of the authors are Georgians. However, as it was in previous cases there are articles of some foreign
researchers too. These are scholars interested in Georgian Studies. Editorial board greatly appreciate the
cooperation with them.

The authors are representatives of many top Georgian universities and research centers, among them are:
Institute of Georgian History (at Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University), Institute of History and Ethnology (at
Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University); National Centre of Manuscripts; Georgian State Archive; Gori Teaching
University; Batumi State University; Georgian National Museum; St. Andrew the First-Called Georgian University
of the Patriarchate of Georgia. Foreign Institutions are presented by the University of Illinois and the Armenian
Academy of Sciences.

Alongside the authors with academic degrees and considerable research experience, the works of young
researchers (owning Master degrees or being PhD students) are also published in the journal. By giving the
opportunity of publishing, the editors want to encourage young people for further activities. The young researchers
are presented in the journal’s editorial board as well. This fact of course, is not coincidence; it is an editorial policy
aimed at creating relevant environment for collaboration of generations.

The second section is presented by the paper about such a sensitive issue of scientific community’s life as the
issue of peer-reviewing.

In the third and fourth sections respectively are published papers on a several books and some of the
scientific forums. All of them are very interesting and informative, however, we regret that were not able to

represent with due fullness the picture of academic life. In future we intend to enlarge these sections. It is why we
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would like to ask colleagues provide all accessible for them information on scientific conferences and also book
reviews. Both critical as well as descriptive reviews are welcomed.

The last section is emotionally very charged part of our journal. At the same time it is full of facts being
interesting from point of Georgian Source-Studies’ developments. Several papers are devoted to the memory of the
scholars with outstanding contribution in this field Revaz Kiknadze and Nodar Shoshiashvili. Colleagues, friends,
disciples are recalling .

The final paper of the volume is a memorial of Tsatsa Chkhartishvili - Doctor in History, research fellow at
the Institute of History and Ethnology. In the paper is given analysis of the scientific contributions of the late
scholar. An year does not even passed since Tsatsa’s untimely death. With great pain in heart we are recalling
attractive features of her personality: the kindness, devotion, honesty.

Giuli Alasania
Mariam Chkhartishvili
August 14, 2014, Tbilisi
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The Importance of the Evidences by Michael Panaretos for Establishing the
Chronological Order of Georgian Kings

Ioseb Alimbarashvili

The issue of establishment of the chronological order of Georgian Kings is often controversial especially for fourteenth
century, because there are almost no narrative sources of that period remained.

The Trabzon Chronicle by the outstanding Greek historian Michael Panaretos helps to solve some problems. Michael
Panaretos was contemporary with the occurrences he described (anyway in the last part of the writing). Moreover, he had been
to Georgia several times and wrote what he saw that makes his narration very convincing.

According to the wide accepted consideration in Georgian historiography, the son of the King George V - David IX, died
in 1360 and the King Bagrat V was enthroned then; after him his son George VII ascened the thrown in 1393. While
establishing these dates, the scholars share Vakhushti Batonishvili opinion, who in his turn relied on one document while
providing the date of the death of the King David IX.

To elucidate the question in more details, the author of the article refers to the evidences provided by Michael
Panaretos. In 1376 the Greek historian himself attended the funeral of Andronicus - the son of Emperor Alexios III, which was
as well attended by the daughter of the King David IX Gulkan Khatuni (the same Evdokia). She had been engaged to Androncus
, however, after his death, in 1377 she was married to Manuel - the younger brother of Androncus.

It is less supposed that Michael Panaretos made a mistake about the date of the wedding where he presented as a guest.
Besides, in 1377 the bride should be at least seventeen-eighteen years old. However, in that case she appears to be four or five
years older than the bridegroom, which is almost impossible.

The importance of the evidence preserved by Panaretos becomes more considerable and persuasive in the light of data,
that the author of the article has obtained in a document kept in the archive of Gori Historical-Ethnographic Museum.
According to this document the King of Georgia in 1382 was not Bagrat V, as it was generally accepted, but “the King of Kings”
David.
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The Anthropological Field Expeditions and

Source-Studies Approaches to Data Analysis
Mikheil Barnovi

On the basis of study of Indian case, the author tries to show the opportunities of anthropological field expeditions for
relevant data obtaining.

Comanche people have received relatively little attention from American anthropologists. It did not happen until 1933
late June, when six anthropologists — one Professor and his five graduate students had decided spend the next six weeks
recording traditional Comanche culture as remembered by eighteen Comanche elders. This expedition is commonly known as
Santa Fe Laboratory of Anthropology, also as Field Training Course in Anthropological Field Methods. After this expedition the
Comanche tribe became the subject of focused anthropological interest. For better or worse, the materials gathered by 1933
field expedition remains our best source for anthropological study of Comanche tribe nomadic culture represented from the
Comanche own perspective.

I try to put forward and explain research methods of the Santa Fe Laboratory of Anthropology. The notes made by the
participants of the expedition become the basis of almost a dozen different kind of publications on the Comanche prereservation
culture. It was Hoebel who made really great use of these letters. His account written in 1952 with Ernets Wallace become
primary source about Comanche’s nomadic culture and society for anthropologists and historians.

It is important to underline that by the time when Santa Fe Laboratory of Anthropology interviewed Comanche elders
about nomadic practices, the tribe had already undergone nearly sixty years of serious changes and sedentarization. The
information that was gathered from elders by the expedition was relatively close in time to the period before the Comanche had
undergone their cultural transformation.
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6.

Materials about Pirghebuli Monastery and Its Father Superiors
Tamaz Gogoladze

The paper is dedicated to the Monastery of Mother of God of Pirghebuli and to its Father Superiors. I have established a
chronological order of Father Superiors of Pirghebuli Monastery in 12 ¢ . and in 17"-18 cc. based on the comparative analysis
of three types of sources: : invocation colophon by Demetre, Father Superior of Pirghebuli Monastery, which is dated by1180s-
1190s , a ist of the members of King Vakhtang VI retinue dated by 1724, and Georgian diplomatic documents dated by 17t-18t%
cc. Namely, I have identified six Father Superiors of the Pirghebuli Monastery. Their majority were descendants of the
Abashishvilis’ feudal house. This feudal house had a burial church in Pirghebuli Monastery.
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