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Khatuna loseliani

,THE LIFE AND THE LAST WILL OF IESE
BARATASHVILI“ AS THE ETHNOGRAPHICAL
SOURCE (PART II)

Summary

,,The Life and the Last Will of Iese Baratashvili”, work of
the memoir character dated to the eighteenth century, is an
original and remarkable Georgian historical monument. The
author of the work belonged to the upper-class and was the
head of king’s office and judge. lese Baratashvili was well-
rounded, well-educated person and endowed with the talent
of the writer. He described his own life and thus current
events in most of which participated himself. He described
everyday life of those days, social and family relations and
etc.

In this article we studied data the historical source gives
us about etiquette, forms of punishment, daily life of family
and common diseases. In his narrative the author naturally,
as ongoing events, tells us about the above mentioned.

In the above mentioned period the fallowing diseases we-
re spread in Georgia: relapsing fever, measles, smallpox,
fever. In 1736 plague was spread in Tbilisi. According to
Iese plague killed nearly the half of the population of Tbilisi.
Only once is mentioned tuberculosis and rabies.

It is worth to be mentioned that fosterage was widely
spread custom and was compulsory form of child upbringing
in a high society. Each child of an each family had its nanny
who was highly paid.

According to Iese Baratashvili main punishment seems to
be physical punishment. Dead penalty is not mentioned.
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According to the same historical source in the eighteenth
century Georgia private commercial structure, lend of money
in loan at an interest or mortgaging, was established. It seems
that the foundation of the subsequently developed banking
was laid down from the beginning of the eighteenth century.
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Avtandil Songulashvili

ETHNIC CONFLICTS IN GEORGIA 80-S OF THE XX
CENTURY

Summary

After the beginning of ,,Perestroika” in the Soviet Union,
policy of ,,Centre” in allied republics was the powerful factor
for autonomies confrontation. At the end of 80-s Georgian-
Ossetian conflict began, which caused the victim. Similarly,
Abkhazian-Apsua began confrontation. They demanded to
separate from Georgia. In such a situation Azerbaijanis from
Under Kartli demanded ,,cultural autonomy”.

These events were only the beginning, later began an
armed confrontation.
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Giorgi Mamardashvili

ASPECTS OF THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN
TRADITIONAL AND MONOTHEISTIC RELIGIONS
IN ABKHAZIA AND ITS ROLE TODAY

Summary

For Georgian scientists it is very difficult to study the
problems of religion of the modern population of Abkhazia.
Because of the political situation and biased books by the
Russian and Abkhaz authors, uploaded to the Internet are the
only opportunity for Georgian researchers to get acquainted
with this issue. Despite this, based on old sources (as well as
some modern authors), the generally accepted and popular
point of view among contemporary Abkhazian scholars that
the Abkhazian traditional religion was not paganism, is re-
jected. It, also is denied that the Abkhazian traditional re-
ligion was tolerant to the adoption of Christianity. It was also
said and proved by statistical materials that there is no
monotheistic religion, that strongly prevails among Abkha-
zians.
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Medea Gogoladze

THE INTERPRETATION OF ONE PASSAGE OF THE
,»CONVERSION OF KARTLI“ BY SARGIS
KAKABADZE

Summary

In his ,,Historical Collection”, while trying to date the pe-
riod of government of Kartli rulers, Sargis Kakabadze focu-
ses on a fallowing passage of ,,Conversion of Kartli” — It
happened when Agarians' captured Baghdad and Greeks lo-
aded donkey with the country andtook it to Greece.” Glossy
here is used for Baghdad. It is widely shared opinion in his-
toriography, that here Glossy is used for Baghdad and most
of historians believe that war between Arabs and Iranians
was a war of Babylon for Mesopotamia. S. Kakabadze was
the first, who considered mentioned Babylon not as the fa-
mous town of Babylon but the Egyptian fortress town Ba-
bylon near Memphis. There was one inaccuracy. He believed
Babylon of Egypt was Memphis. He was guidedby an epi-
sode of the war of Arabs and Byzantine for Egypt in 639-
642, when Byzantines left the fortress town Babylon, left
finally Egypt and returned back to Greece. Taking this data
into consideration S. Kakabadze gave us the correct locali-
zation of Baghdad (Babylon).

! Georgians in old times called Arabs and Muslims Agarians.
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David Chitanava

NAMES AND SURNAMES, ACCORDING TO THE
LIST OF “JGALI CASTLE CATHOLICATE
CLOSING” (1616-1621 YEARS)

Summary

This paper presents the research of Mengrelian names
and surnames According to the list of “Jgali castle catho-
licate closing”, which is part of the ledger, composed in the
first quarter of XVII century, called “Satsaishvilo” closing
and taxes.

Respective studies are very important we think, because
human names often disappear and are replaced with new
ones through history, due to the changes in the time settings
and customs. The only fact remains the same, that at all
times absolutely all given names are obtained from the
ordinary words, accordingly knowledge of their origin and
the meaning is very important, in order to determine popu-
lation’s linguistic and ethnic background, as well as social
status.

The work presented in this document refers to the ety-
mology of up to sixty names and surnames, majority of
which is not widespread in the surname form in Samegrelo
and along with changes in the time and circumstances of
social life — given nicknames explainable in Mingrelian
language have faded away.

After the earthquake of 1614, just after Tsaishi Church
and Episcopacy restoration by Levan Dadiani, “Jgali catho-
licate” was united to the Tsaishi estate.
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Jgali castle, built in XV-XVI centuries, is located in Jgali
community (Tsalendjikha Municipal District), in Lesale area
and according to this, is now called Lesale castle.

From the names listed in this document, these live
currently nearby Jgali community and the same Jgali castle
(fortress): 1. Salia surname, who are mentioned in the
document in “s~li —saklia-s” form; 2. Belukania same as
Belkania surname; 3. Topuria surname, whose resettlement
is also confirmed by obtained onomastics data and one of the
districts has remained the name “Letopure” (Today it is not
populated, neither was from the XIX century, as can be seen
from the archival materials); 4. Also, Shonia surname
housing area (no longer live in Jgali community) is
determined from onomastics data, in particular — reportedly,
eastwards of one of the Jgali rural villages — Lekharchile, is
situated the village, named Leshone.
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Irma Kvashilava

WHAT IS THY NAME?
(ANTHROPONIMS RELIGIOUS ASPECTS)

Summary

The development of individual names istraced since
ancient times, which on the background of public and social
relations, was gradually changing. Names importance is so
great that it becomes the research subject of a number of
scientific fields. A summing, manual work has been publi-
shedon the ethnology and history of names. Our attention
was drawn to the religious aspects of the names and to its
religious importance. This article is an attempt, while deter-
mination the main functions of the name, to give a special
place to its religious-mystical significance. Obviously, a cer-
tain religious beliefs are reflected in Anthroponims, but in
this case biblical truth appears to be starting point again and
again. The work reflects the scriptures and theological
outlook towards the function and purpose of personal names.
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Mzia Tkavashvili

POLITICAL SITUATION IN THE NEAR EAST AND
GEORGIA (THE END OF THE XVIII™ AND THE
BEGINNING OF THE XIX™ CENTURY)

Summary

At the end of the XVIII™ century France, which had been
strengthened by that time, first invaded the territory of the
Mediterranean Sea and then Egypt and Syria which nomi-
nally were under the influence of the Ottoman Empire. The
leading countries of the world considered it as the starting
point of reapportion of the Ottoman Empire because of what
the region found itself in the middle of the political tension.
Russia did not want to be a mere observer and led troops in
Kartl-Kakheti kingdom that caused an irritation of Persia.
The peace agreement with the Ottoman Empire in 1798 was
a chance for the Petersburg Imperial Court to direct all
efforts against Persia, with which it launched the war in
1804. The Ottoman Empire too started military operations in
the South Caucasus against Russia in 1806. The local popu-
lation opposed Russia as well. Activation of the Great Britain
and France in the Near East played a great roil to strengthen
positions of Russia. We think that the same political situation
in the Caucasus as it was in the beginning of the nineteenth
centurywas completely acceptablefor the leading countries of
the world. Russia, the Ottoman Empire and Persia, countries
fighting against each other and permanently opposing them
the Caucasian peoples was a suitable situation for activation
of the diplomatic and economic activities to support their
political influence in the region.
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Nato Songulashvili

THE NATIONAL-LIBERATION MOVEMENT IN
GEORGIA 80-S OF THE XX CENTURY

Summary

A new stage of the national-liberation movement started
in the 80-s of XX century and the main aim was the
restoration of state independence of Georgia. Set up the
national-political organizations and parties: Ilia Chavcha-
vadze’s Society, the fourth troupe, the National Democratic
Party of Georgia, The National Justice Union of Georgia,
Society of Saint Ilia the Righteous, National-Independence
Party of Georgia. For the new stage of development of
National Movement Georgian political elite is distinguished
with radical steps. In the agenda was restoration of state
independence of Georgia. Therefore, in the printing organs
of various political parties arose the calls for of the Georgian
people. The main thing was that the national forces activity
was not characteristic only for Goergia and all these things
gave incentive to Georgian national forces.
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Maka Buliskeria

RUSSIA-GEORGIA WAR IN AUGUST 2008 AND
FROM THE HISTORY OF RUSSIA'S EURASIAN
POLICY

Summary

On the basis of the scientific literature and foreign Ex-
perts conclusions, the Russian government eurasian policy
discussed in the article. The work emphasizes, that Russia's
imperial foreign policy in the 21* century has not even chan-
ged. The Russia-Georgia War of 2008, its significance goes
beyond the regional scale and has great importance for the
modern world's security policy analysis. For his geostrategic
location, over the centuries, Georgia was the subject as
Russia's, a as the Western countries great interest.

The Russia-Georgia War of 2008 represents as one of the
most important issues in modern world politics. The interna-
tional importance of the Russia-Georgia War indicates the
fact, that a lot of things has been written about this conflict,
not only Georgian, but also by foreign researchers. The work
notes, that at present in the South Caucasus the main regional
players are Russia and the European Union, which have their
own political and economic interests. After the War of 2008
in August, many politicians feared that the world faced a
new Cold War. Analysts believe, that the war could be
avoided only in case, if Georgia refused the Western course,
and accession in the North Atlantic Treaty Organization.
Russian politicians look with great caution of NATO expan-
sion near Russia's borders, because it strongly opposes
Russia's eurasian interests. Russia's government the main and
permanent interest has always been the preservation and
strengthening of geopolitical, geoeconomic and military in-
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fluence in the Caucasus. That is, the Russian government
interests sacrificed sovereignty of independent states.
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Khatuna loseliani

GEORGIAN-ARMENIAN RELATIONS ON THE
EXAMPLE OF ONE OF THE DISTRICTS OF TBILISI

Summary

Tbilisi, because of its location, cultural and economic
significance (in fact it was the centre of the South Caucasus),
from the very beginning was formed as the polyethnic town.
Together with other ethnical groups big amount of Arme-
nians leaved here that was determined by many reasons.
Most of the Armenians, who left their homeland because of
hard times found their shelter in Georgia. Mostly they settled
in Samtskhe-Javakheti and Lower Kartli. Some of them have
chosen Thbilisi. At the same time, because Tbilisi was the
biggest town of the South Caucasus and thus there were
profitable commercial conditions and better perspectives,
Armenians by their own will used to move here for resi-
dence.

,,Metromsheni settlement”, one of the districts of Isani
(region of Thbilisi) is mostly built in the 30s-50s of the XIX
century. Here together with Georgians representatives of
many ethnical groups live. These are: Russians (army men
with families), Greeks, Armenians, Azerbaijanis and Kurds.

On the basis of the ethnographic materials the Georgian-
Armenian relations are studied in the article.

This part of Tbilisi is mainly inhabited by the descendants
of the refugees who fled massively in 1945-1915 after the
notorious events that took place in the Ottoman Empire.
There also live the descendants of the Armenians who mo-
ved from the other districts of Tbilisi, Lower Kartli and
Samtskhe-Javakheti.
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After living together for a long time we can say that
friendly neighborhood had established between Georgians
and Armenians. Armenians could very well be adapted with
the local population. They consider that Georgia is their
homeland and they do not even want to hear about the return
in Armenia. This was supported by the religious factor as
well. Almost, there is not a language barrier. If during the
Soviet period Russian was the language for communication,
today the language of communication is Georgian. It also
must be mentioned that majority of Georgians (men) speak
Armenian fluently. More or less there are mixed families.
The Georgian way of life and some elements of customs and
traditions are shared.
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