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Mary Chkhartishvili
Saint George of Mtatsmnida and Markers of Georgian Identity in 11l c

In the process of national consolidation an important role belongs to the outstanding public
workers personifying principal interests of the given community. They are able to channel
national ideas and solidarity sentiments of their fellow countrymen.



Their activity in cultural, political spheres predetermines acuteness and durability of the national
identity markers.

The detailed case study presented in the paper shows that Saint George of Mtatsminda had
played decisive role in national consolidation of Georgians in 11t c. He directed his efforts to
eliminate social partitions within the Georgian in-group, to sharpen features of national
character, to elaborate ideal of national dignity.

Ascetic mode of life and viewing native country from certain distance allowed the Saint Father to
play such role of social catalyst. The obtained data apparently reveal general feature of human
communitydevelopment: the main actors of national formation processes as usual are saints.



